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April,
2016 Calendar
D
1 Deadlines: Pine Derby, Vet’s Pavers
4 Fiddle & Song, EES, 3:30-5pm & 5-9pm
School Readiness Council, EES, 6pm
BOS, TOB, 7pm
4-8 EES Book Fair, EES
5 Conservation & Historic Comm, TOB, 7pm
6 Special BOS, TOB, 9am
Senior Potluck, Congregational Church, 5:30pm
Adult Pickup Basketball, EES, 6:30pm
Nahaco Commission, Woodstock T.H., 7pm
7 Gentle Yoga, TOB, 1-2pm
Agriculture Committee, TOB, 7pm
8 Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
“Experience Eastford Day” Committee, TOB, 10am
10 Deadline EES Scholarships
11 Fiddle & Song, EES, 3:30-5pm & 5-9pm
Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm
Clean Energy, TOB, 7pm
12 Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm
13 Communicator Deadline
Special BOS, TOB, 9am
Recreation Commission, TOB, 2pm
Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm
Adult Pickup Basketball, EES, 6:30pm
Grove Cemetery Assoc., TOB, 7:30pm
14 Gentle Yoga, TOB, 1pm-2pm
BOE, EES, 7pm
14-15 - EES Parent/Teacher Conferences
15 Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
16 Nahaco Volunteer Day, Nahaco, 9am+ (lunch)
18 Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm
19 Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm
20 Special BOS, TOB, 9am
21 Gentle Yoga, TOB, 1-2pm
22 Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
24 Pine Car Derby, Congregational Church, 1pm
25 Registrars of Voters, TOB, 10am-12Noon
Fiddle & Song, EES, 3:30-5pm & 5-9pm
American Legion, Library, 7:30pm
26 Primary Election Day, TOB, 6am-8pm
Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7:30pm
27 Special BOS, TOB, 9am
Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm
Adult Pickup Basketball, EES, 6:30pm
28 Gentle Yoga, TOB, 1-2pm
Family Event/Student Showcase, EES, 6pm
Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm
Library Board, Library, 7pm
29 Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
EES Drama Performances, EES, 6pm

BRODEURBITS
[Brodeurbits is a regular compilation of writings and
ramblings from the First Selectman and others and
elsewhere, some profound, others mundane; all hopefully of interest and import, aimed at communicating
and informing.]
[This month: “Way to Go!” and Long Way to Go,
Signs of Spring and Signs on Curves, Decent Housing and Recent Transfer Things]
Applause and accolades go out to the Eastford Elementary School for its impressive showing in the new
State of Connecticut Next Generation Accountability
school rating system. Eastford Elementary, and
therefore the Eastford School District, scored a 91.1
rating, on a scale of zero to 100, for 2014-2015. placing it among just a few Eastern Connecticut schools
who earned top ratings in the new scoring system.
continued on next page
Thank you to our advertisers & donors!
The Communicator URGENTLY
needs your donations!!
Donors & businesses
who advertise in The Eastford Communicator
make it possible for us to provide
local news and information free every month
to more than 900 Eastford households.
Our advertisers offer
products & services for your every need,
including gifts & gift certificates.
Health Care
Dine In - Take Out - Catering
Pet Accommodations - Lumber & Hardware
Fruit, Pies, Local-made Specialties - Crafts
Beauty & Spa Care - Tax & Legal Services
Real Estate & Home Services
Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more!
Thank you to recent donors:
Anonymous
Philip Finch
Marian & Jim Slye
You are keeping the Communicator alive!
Please patronize our advertisers &
Thank donors & advertisers for supporting
YOUR Eastford Communicator
Please send donations to:
Eastford Communicator
P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242
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The Next Generation Accountability System is designed to
help the State measure school and district success. Each
school receives a score which is calculated using a formula
that incorporates twelve different indicators. Neighboring
school district ratings included: Chaplin 77.0, Hampton
90.8, Pomfret 89.8, Woodstock 85.6, Putnam 71.6, Killingly 70.7

Union Society Building grounds and hold a sign for your
favorite candidate and wave at passersby to encourage
them to vote, you are not in violation of Town policy. If
you plant signs on those grounds, or any other Town property, and leave them unattended, you are. Signs on private
property are, of course, at the discretion and approval of
the property owner.

A sure sign of Spring is the scheduling of the annual Nahaco Park Volunteer Day. It will occur this year on Saturday,
April 16, beginning at 9 a.m. Lunch will be provided. Volunteer Day is a great opportunity to contribute to the betterment of one of our finest community assets while getting some exercise, some fresh air, and some conviviality
with others of like mind when it comes to volunteerism.
Tasks in which you could participate include, but are not
limited to, clearing existing trails, demolishing part of a
building, beautifying grounds, clearing overgrown vegetation, clearing campsite areas, and rebuilding fire pit areas.
Nahaco Park, jointly owned and operated, via the Nahaco
Park Commission, by the Towns of Eastford and Woodstock is reachable in Eastford by taking Weeks Road and
following it directly to the Park.
Please consider participating. Contact Chris Mayhew of
the Park Commission at cmayhew52002@yahoo.com for
further information.

The Local Capital Improvement Program [LoCIP] Committee has met and added to, deleted from, and revised the
Town’s Ten Year Capital Improvement Plan. The Plan
will be among the items to be brought to Town Meeting at
the annual budget meeting on Monday, May 23, 2016 at 7
p.m. at the Elementary School. [The Town Budget Hearing will be on Monday, May 9, 2016, also at 7 p.m., also at
the School.] Development of a Town Budget is proceeding and intensifying; it is rife with uncertainty, given all
the budgetary machinations and by-play at the gubernatorial and legislative levels. Budgetary life at the local/
municipal level is filled with day-to-day swings in fiscal
possibilities and/or impossibilities. Towns and cities are
faced with a potential $20 million reduction in municipal
aid as part of the Governor’s deficit mitigation package.
However, the municipal aid categories which would be cut
have not been identified and speculation runs rampant. It
is unlikely that Education Cost Sharing [ECS] funding will
be reduced; it is likely that Pequot-Mohegan, student transportation, and any remaining Payment In Lieu Of Taxes
[PILOT] monies are in jeopardy. Supposedly, already
bonded program funding such as LoCIP and Small Town
Economic Assistance Program [STEAP] is not in danger,
at least for the balance of this year. In sum, nothing is fis-

Given that Tuesday, April 26, 2016 is Presidential Primary
Day in Connecticut, it is timely to reiterate Town policy
regarding political signs on Town property. The Board of
Selectmen did so at its March 7, 2016 meeting. The only
political signs allowed on Town property are those held by
someone; signs left unmanned are not allowed and will be
removed. If you want to stand on Town Office Building or

continued on next page
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the Connecticut Small Cities Community Development
Block Grant Program. This program, administered by
Hampton for Eastford, is aimed at providing decent housing and related conditions for our residents. It principally
benefits low-and moderate-income persons, and is only
available to Connecticut cities and towns with populations of less than 50,000.

cally certain. We still have a long way to go. As they say
in television news, “more at Eleven.”
A new clothes recycling bin is in place at the Transfer Station. The bin, which is part of our participation with Bay
State Textiles in recycling clothes, shoes, and linens, replaces that formerly supplied by the Salvation Army.

Design has been completed and bids have been solicited
for the Transfer Station canopy roof and steel framing
project. The State Department of Energy and Environmental Protection [DEEP] has mandated that certain of
our containers be covered and this project is responsive to
that mandate. Bid opening is April 4 and substantial
completion of the project is anticipated by May 31.

The State Department of Transportation is including
Eastford in its High Risk Rural Roads Horizontal Curve
Signing Project. The Project will identify local roads
which have a high risk of experiencing fatal or serious injury crashes, and then develop and place appropriate signage
in those locations to preclude and diminish accidents. We
[Public Works Supervisor Ben Schmidt and myself] have
met with State Transportation officials and some 30 curves
on Eastford local roads [such as Old Colony and Westford]
have been identified as eligible for high-risk signage.

Nahaco Volunteer Day
By Chris Mayhew

The Board of Selectmen, meeting on March 7, 2016,
awarded the contract for replacement of the Mill Bridge
Road Bridge over Bungee Brook [State Project 38-84], in
the amount of $1,437,837, to the State-mandated low bidder, Mattern Construction, Inc. of Baltic, Connecticut.
[Eighty percent of this project is funded by a Federal grant;
the remaining 20 percent is the Town’s responsibility and is
funded by monies from a State Small Town Economic Assistance Program (STEAP) grant.] Preliminary tasks such
as utility coordination and environmental accommodations
have taken place and April should see the bridge project
proceeding apace.

The Nahaco Park Volunteer Day will take place on Saturday April 16th beginning at 9am this year. As in the
past there are many projects to be completed. Cleaning
of the kitchen and dining area, clearing trails, painting,
and re-establishing campsite areas are just a few examples of the tasks ahead of us. Lunch will be provided for
those who can lend a hand in our continued efforts to
beautify and improve the park for public use. For further information please contact cmayhew52002@yahoo.com.
Chris Mayhew,
Vice Chairman, Nahaco Park Commission
P.O. Box 297
South Woodstock CT, 06267
860-617-1450

The Town has once again entered into a Cooperative
Agreement with the Town of Hampton for participation in

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT
We Specialize In
American & Italian Dishes
Pizza, Fresh Seafood
And More!
Route 44
Ashford, CT 06278
Peter & George Lytras

860- 429-1932

Merlo’s Home Improvement
>Custom Kitchens
>Entertainment Centers
>Interior Finish Work
>Additions
>Garages

>Bathroom Vanities
>Hutches
>Exterior Finish Work
>Remodeling
>Roofing

Lauren Merlo
Eastford, CT
(860) 974-3331
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Eastford Seniors
By Linda SM dos Santos
On March 17 at the Brown Bag Luncheon, Speaker Dave
Bamber informed the seniors about the 6 forms of national
senior care available & possible financing methods. There
was a ruckus of questions afterwards. With many of the
more active seniors preferring Independent Living Retirement Communities that feature activities such as exercise
classes, shopping trips, golf, book discussions, transportation & Wii Bowling. Others preferred the enjoyment of
their homes with help aids, such as meal preparation,
ADL’s, housekeeping, or transportation, when needed.
During the Memories portion of the Brown Bag luncheon,
proud grandma dos Santos shared, a photo of her newest
grandchild Mia Grace Fitzpatrick, and Bill Hopkins began
the round table sharing of memories. Candy treats provided by the CVS in Putnam and cookies from Creamery
Brook was enjoyed with gusto. Bamber, Director of Marketing at Creamery Brook Village, at 36 Vina Lane in
Brooklyn invited all area seniors to an Open House on
Thursday, March 31. Coffee at 9:45 AM, the program
begins at 10 AM. There will be an information session,
plus a tour of the community, model apartments & cottages. Call 860-779-8700 to register, as seating is limited.
Creamery Brook features both Independent and Assisted
living options, and their neighboring building Pierce Memorial Baptist Home features both rehabilitative and longterm care. Both form, the PierceCare campus, the only not
-for-profit community in Northeast Connecticut.
Come Join the Fun at the annual Family & Friends
Evening Spring Potluck Dinner on Wednesday, April 6
at 5:30 PM at the Congregational Church of Eastford.
Seniors will bring delicious potluck foods. There will be
many surprises, including treats provided by Putnam CVS.
Be sure to let us know, what food item you will be
bringing & your number of guests by 12Noon on Monday, April 4, Call or Text 860-538-8868.
The date for the Eastford Senior Car Caravan rescheduled to Thursday, May 12, 2016. Please re-mark
your calendars.
The Killingly Public Library has AARP tax assistance

volunteers to assist low to moderate income tax payers,
especially those 60+ on Fridays, April 1 & 8 from 9:30
AM-2 PM. Appointments required, call 860-779-5383.

News You Can Use
Deb Richards, Emergency Management Director
Eastford weathered the recent storms fairly easily with
only limited residences without power for more than 24
hours. Remember if you have no power you must contact
Eversource to report your outage. Call Eversource at 800286-2000 to report an outage, or online at
www.eversource.com. Follow Eversource on Twitter
(@EversourceCT) and
Facebook (facebook.com/EversourceCT). Eversource customers are encouraged to sign up for storm text alerts at
www.eversource.com.
Thank you Eastford Public Works for clearing the roads
and communicating potential hazards and power outages.
The American Red Cross will be holding a SHELTER
WORKSHOP: on Wednesday, April 6 for volunteers
interested in assisting during a large event. The workshop
will cover setting up and operating a shelter during a
storm. The class will be at Northeast Health District in
Brooklyn and will run from 7:00 pm -9:00 PM. To register please call the TOB 860-974-0133 option 3 and give
your name and phone number.

Breakfast & Lunch Daily
Dinner Wed-Sat 5-8pm
(Check Website for Specials)
Sandwiches, Organic Coffee, Baked Goods - WIFI
Hamburgers, Build Your Own Subs - BYOB
Hours: Sun 8am-4pm Mon 7am-4pm Tues 7am7pm
Wed thru Sat, 7am-8pm
Call-in Orders & Catering Available
www.coriandercafeeastford.com
(860) 315-7691
192 Eastford Road Eastford, CT 06242
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Fiddle & Song
By Tom French
tomfrench@charter.net
Last year I presented an article that discussed brain development in children from 5 to 18 years of age who studied
musical instruments. The results of that study at the University of Vermont Medical College presented solid evidence that music training is beyond just being essential,
as the human brain growth is physically enhanced by music training, resulting not only in musical ability but in
many very important general mental abilities that lead to
success in life. fMRI (functional magnetic resonance imaging) was used in that study and there has since been a
large amount of additional study, leading many researchers to now conclude that music affects the brain directly
with its own distinct musical language, rather than being a
cognitive translation of sound images into a speech-like
rationalization.
The University of Connecticut recently installed an
fMRI and last month presented a video and discussion,
which can be found at http://today.uconn.edu/2016/02/
music-and-the-mind/. The video presents a real time
fMRI simulated picture of a brain in triple positional
views showing the effect of listening to Chopin’s Piano
Etude in E minor. Four areas of the brain are affected, the
motor area, the emotion area, the Broca’s language area,
and the mirroring area. Brain mirroring is the brain simulating what is being perceived by hearing and sight. If
you explore the video, play it three or four times as the
brain functioning is very subtle. What you will see is that
musical speed and volume increases are clearly not the
only musical language that is reaching the brain. In particular, notice all the points when the musical image
changes. You will find out how you enjoy Chopin’s
etude.

Using a Multisensory Approach for
Reading Instruction
By Patricia Moran, Special Education Teacher
There is a saying in education, “Before children can
read to learn, they must learn to read.” In other words,
before they can comprehend and gain knowledge from
print, they must first learn how to access it. Current research recommends children with reading difficulties receive direct, systematic instruction in phonics and phonemic awareness. Where phonics involves connecting a
sound to a written letter or group of letters, phonemic
awareness is the manipulation of sounds that we hear, and
often involves no reading or writing at all.
It is important to have a balanced approach to teaching
reading. One approach that has proven to be successful
with all learners is a Multisensory Approach. This approach requires students to use multiple senses during instruction: sight, sound, and touch. This method often involves students using their bodies to “tap” or “pound” out
sounds in a word, singing and dancing to nursery rhymes,
and using sensory tools such as sand, shaving cream, and
mesh screens to connect written and spoken sounds.
A number of studies have demonstrated that systematic,
explicit instruction using a multisensory approach is beneficial to all learners, but particularly for those at risk for
reading difficulties such as dyslexia. Amazing things happen when learners are allowed a “whole body” experience
while reading!

PINE CAR DERBY
SUNDAY, APRIL 24 - 1 PM
Who: Students from Kindergarten
through 8th Grade
What: Pine Car Derby Workshops

Live Bait

(Parental involvement encouraged!)
When: Fridays - April 8, 15 & 22 from 7 - 8 pm

Opening Day-April 8!

Where: Congregational Church of Eastford
(8 Church Road in Eastford)
Sign up by April 1 with the name and age of each child
who will be attending the workshops
(office@cceastford.com or call 860-974-0294). Bring
$5.00 with you on the first night (April 8) for materials
for each child who will be participating!

Starting April 8:
Fri-Sat: 6am-6pm
Sun: 8am-4pm
Mon: Closed
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Eastford Independent Fire Company #1, Inc.
From: Jeannine Spink, President

Look at it this way – If you have a small fire in the basement
that we can’t see, what good is the alarm or the
expense that goes with it if we can’t get into your home.

It is with pleasure that I submit the following article to the Communicator on behalf of and written by Gordon L. Spink, Jr.,
Chief.

POND OR WATER HOLE: Did you know that insurance
companies that write homeowner policies call local fire
departments for information on water sources that are close
to insured dwellings? This will generally save money on
your insurance policy. Please let us know if you have a
pond or water hole on your property, and we’ll log the information into our system.

Update on Eastford Independent Fire Company, #1, Inc activities:
Thanks to taxpayer support, we’ve been able to update some
of our aging equipment. Taxpayers voted to replace our front
line fire attack truck at the town meeting – THANK YOU
AGAIN! When we bought the truck, we were told it would get a
trade-in value of about $2,500, which we thought was too low.
That prompted us to set out and see if we could get more and we
did. With the sale, we received and turned back to the town
$12,600!
In the last budget, the town also voted to upgrade more equipment, and again, we were able to achieve a savings with that
vehicle. We replaced our Rescue Truck (R371), with a smaller,
more agile vehicle. This truck was purchased at Bowen’s Garage. He generously sold it to us at his cost, saving thousands of
dollars – Thank you, Bowen’s! The town budgeted $85,000 for
the project. We built the truck for $73,000 for a savings of
$12,000 that was turned back to the town. The old R371 was
sold with an additional $36,000 returned to the town.
The generator at the firehouse was 20+ years old and starting
to break down. Thank you again to the taxpayers for also voting
to replace that piece of equipment.
By the way, for those in town who are unaware, the firehouse
is a back-up shelter. The final total for the generator project has
not yet been established, but we estimate a savings of about
$2,000.
As you can see, the EIFC works very hard to save taxpayers
money while still providing great fire and EMS service. Thank
you to our officers who work so diligently to achieve this goal.
Below is a breakdown of the savings:
Sale of fire truck:
Savings on the rescue truck built:
Sale of the old rescue truck:
Savings on the generator:
TOTAL SAVINGS:

Please call 860-974-0630 and leave a message about your
water source and someone will get back to you to
look at it.
NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED: Last but not
least, we are always looking for members to serve the community. Help is needed in all areas – we have a job for
anyone interested in helping. You could become a firefighter, EMS provider, fire police, support person, pump
operator/driver, or maintenance. These are just a few possibilities, so please give it some thought. Think about joining
and helping your fellow residents of the Town of Eastford.
Joshua’s Trust Walks
Celebrate 50 Years in 14 Towns
A Walk Every Saturday
Joshua’s Trust has preserved properties in 14 northeastern Connecticut towns, including Eastford. To celebrate 50 Years of
success, special weekend walks are planned during April and
May. These include a birding walk on April 2, a geology walk
on April 9, a history walk with stories to an old homestead on
April 16, a day of walks, jazz with celebrated musicians, food,
and a book signing by America’s foremost landscape architect
Rudy Favretti (who helped preserve or document the gardens of
4 American Presidents including Thomas Jefferson), and a wildlife sightings walk on April 30. For complete information, go to
the calendar at www.joshuastrust.org.

$12,600
12,000
36,000
2,000
$62,600

EASTFORD FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO HELP
The number of families using our food pantry continues to
grow. The families we help are all so grateful to everyone in
this community for their continuing support. If you know
anyone in Eastford in need of food, or if you are in need of
food, please place a confidential call to Steve or Karen at 9741618. Food is distributed by appointment on a monthly basis.
The following is a list of standard items the pantry tries to
provide each family: spaghetti sauce, pasta, cereal, side dishes
(potatoes, rice, stuffing), tuna, canned fruit and vegetables,
juices, soup, peanut butter and jelly, beans. In addition to
those items, families always appreciate when we can provide: toiletries, laundry detergent, coffee, tea, condiments,
sugar and flour.
In addition to the above referenced items, please consider a
monetary donation with checks made out to the Town of
Eastford - write “Food Pantry” on the memo line. These contributions enable us to maintain a supply of most needed
items. Contributions are always needed and greatly appreciated!

PLEASE CONSIDER THESE POINTS…… Now on to a
couple of other matters:
Residential Fire Alarm Systems – With more and more people
putting in home alarm systems in town, we would like you to
consider the following:
BACK UP KEYHOLDER - This is someone who the alarm
company can call if the alarm goes off. They can let us into
your home to properly check out the situation.
KNOX BOX – This is a box that can be purchased from the fire
department for $200 and mounted on your home or garage.
A set of your house keys is locked inside it, with only us
having the key to the box. No one else can unlock the box
so your keys will be safely locked inside.
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Library News
BY: SUSAN SHEAD
National Library Week is celebrated this year April 1016. This is a good time to come down to the library and
see everything we have to offer. While you are down at
the library why not sign up for a library card? It’s free! .
All you need to register for a card is proof of residency in
Eastford.
The library has Downton Abbey the final season in at the
library. Some other new items include Young Adult
books Passenger by Alexandra Bracken, The Glass Sword
by Victoria Aveyard, and children’s biographies about
David Beckham, Mark Zuckerberg and Sonia Sotomayer.
Some library facts for patrons: By the 1930’s the
space problem of the library had become important
enough that the Town Meeting took up the question of
moving the library to the basement of the town hall. The
move was made in 1934.
There are discount passes available for Mystic Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Museum, and free admission passes to the New Britain Museum of American Art, The Wadsworth Atheneum and Connecticut’s Old State House. We also have coupons for
20% off admission to the Connecticut Science Center.
The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am
to 8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm.

April 26, 2016

U.S. Presidential Preference Primary
Tuesday, April 26, 6am-8pm
A Presidential Preference Primary will be held on Tuesday,
April 26, 2016 in the Town Office Building lower level between the hours of 6 AM and 8 PM.
A voter registration session will be held on Tuesday, April
12, 2016 between the hours of 4:30 and 6:30 PM. The registrars will also hear requests for adding names to the registry lists by persons removed at this time.
To be eligible to vote in the Primary, you must be registered as either a Republican or a Democrat. Unaffiliated
voters who wish to vote may change to either party by the
deadline of noon on Monday, April 25, 2016. Registrars will
be in their office between 10 A.M. and 12 noon.
If you have questions or need further information, please
contact Joyce Merlo (860)933-3967 or Nancy Mayhew (860)
974-2487.

Union Society Building Committee
Needs Tag Sale Items
The USBC will join the Town-wide Tag Sale on May 14
and 15. If you have tag sale items to donate, please email
carol.davidge@snet.net and put “Union Society” in the subject line.

DLM
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Int/Ext. Trim
Custom Built-Ins
Kitchen Remodeling
Ceramic Tile

Window Replacement
Computer Stations
Painting Int/Ext
Power Washing
Dan Merlo
974-1824

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available
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Eastford Readiness Council
AKA Eastford’s Preschool Program
Jennifer Barlow
12 Westford Rd
Eastford, CT 06242
(860) 974-1130

“All You Can Eat” Steak Supper
Eastford Fire Department - Saturday, April 16th – 6:30
p.m.

Ticket price: $20 per dinner. Menu includes: Top grade
steak, baked potato, green salad, green beans, rolls, dessert, beverage and raffle ticket. Call John Paquin at 974Update
0256 or Jeannine Spink at 974-1678, or any member for
The Readiness Program is currently accepting registration tickets. Tickets are not sold at the door.
for the 2016-2017 school year. If you would like a form
please contact the school office or find the registration
form on the school’s website. Having accurate numbers
helps the Council with the registration process. We have
already had a number of inquiries and registrations handed
in.
This past month the Preschool and Kindergarten class
had an Friendship Fun activity held afterschool. They enjoyed stories, snacks and crafts. Most of the preschool
class also had the privilege to have a dental screening done
at school. The class had a walking field trip to the Eastford
Public Library and has a few more scheduled for the remainder of the year. The school celebrated Read Across
America day at the beginning of March where they got to
share some of their favorite books with the class. The program also hosted a “Food Play” assembly to teach the
school about healthy living through nutrition.
For more information on the program please look on-line
at the Program’s handbook or by contacting the Head
Teacher, Christine Kopplin at ckopplin@eastfordct.org or
the Readiness Council Liaison, Jen Barlow, at jbarlow@eastfordct.org
Mark your calendar!
April 4: Readiness Council Meeting 6:00 (Eastford Elementary School Teacher’s Lounge)
April 12: Story time 2:15-3:10 (Eastford Public Library)
May 2: Readiness Council Meeting 6:00 (Eastford Elementary School Teacher’s Lounge)
~ NAHACO PARK ~
Volunteer Day is April 16, 2016
Come help with Spring Cleaning beginning at 8:30 a.m.
FREE LUNCH!
You want the hair gone - you want it gone now!
I understand. So do the marketers for all those
creams, waxes, devices and products that promise to
remove all your excess hair instantly, painlessly and
permanently. Quite truthfully, you already know that
unwanted hair doesn't disappear that easily. Electrolysis is different – the continuous progress leads to the
permanent removal of your unwanted hair. Simply call
and we can come up with a plan together. I still have
some available time slots.
(Like RS Electrolysis on Face Book for encouragement – you are not alone)

Renee Schmidt - Ashford
RS Electrolysis 860-377-5334
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From the Principal’s Desk
Heather Tamsin
It is nice to feel the sun shining and see flowers emerging. It was an unusual winter, but we are all ready to enjoy spring with longer days and warmer weather.
Although we always welcome parents into the school,
there are four days each year, two in November and two
in April, when teachers attempt to schedule an individual
conference with each parent. This year, parent conferences are scheduled for April 14 and 15. If you have a
child in the school and you have not set an appointment
for a parent
conference, please call and request a conference with any
teacher. The teachers of special areas as well as the general education teachers are available on these days.
The PTO is sponsoring a Book Fair on April 4 through
April 8. This event is not a fundraiser. It is designed to
put more books into the hands of children and it will operate on a BOGO (buy one book, get one free) basis. The
PTO needs adult volunteers. If you can help for a few
hours, please contact the PTO at PTO@eastfordct.org.
On Thursday, April 28 at 6:00 pm, staff will host an
evening family event to celebrate S.T.E.A.M.M(Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics and More)
across the grade levels and curriculum. Student work will
be showcased in interactive ways for visitors to appreciate
with some guest speakers kicking off the event.
Many students in grades 5 through 8 are participating in
our drama club. They will be performing a variety of
skits. The showcase will be on Friday, April 29 at 6:00
pm. If you are interested in attending the performance,
please contact the school office for information on purchasing tickets.

Recreation Commission News
By Valerie Katkaveck, Chair
The Youth Basketball Program started March 1. Fifteen
K-3rd graders are enjoying a night of fun while learning
and practicing skills. Thank you to the 8th (and one 7th)
grade girls who are assisting. You had a great season at
EES and now seem thrilled to pass on your skills to the
younger children. Our new coaches - Katie, Izeta, Dani,
Mia and Emma - are doing a fantastic job. Volunteers
are a big part of this community. Thank you so much for
stepping up and filling in our much-needed coaching positions.
The Eastford Town-wide Yard Sale will be the
weekend of May 14 and 15. E-mail Valerie at
valkat@charter.net to put your sale site on the map; send
the day(s) and hours of your sale with a brief description
of items. This is available at no charge. We advertise in
the “community events” and with flyers. If you want to
help get the word out by placing ads, putting up flyiers,
making and putting up signs, posting on facebook, etc.,
send me an email and we can all pool together our resources. Let’s keep this event as community-centered as
possible! The map and flyers will be available to download and will be updated weekly until the event at:
eastfordct.org. Printed maps will be available at the Post
Office and Library.
Plans are underway for this fall’s 5-K benefit race, and
this spring we will start a SURVIVOR section, dedicated
to those still fighting serioius illnesses.
Our next meeting is Wednesday, April 13, at 2 pm at
the Town Office Building. Consider participating - it’s
your town - you can make things you like happen here!
ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning,
Personal Injury, Probate, Elder
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning
(& more!)
www.attorneypalulis.com
michele@attorneypalulis.com
930 Route 169, Woodstock CT
(860) 928-0506

“Experience Eastford Day” Meeting
If you would like to help plan Experience
Eastford Day (which will be July 16), please
come to a meeting at 10 am on Friday, April
8 at the TOB.
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The Eastford Communicator
Board of Education
Linda Loretz, Superintendent
At its March meeting, the Board of Education discussed the budget presentation that is being prepared for the community at the
annual budget hearing in May.
The Board received a copy of Eastford’s Next Generation Accountability Report for 2014-2015. The excellent report is printed
below. More information about these reports can be found on the CT State Department of Education’s Performance and Accountability site (http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&Q=334346 ).

%
Points
Earned

State Avg
Index/Rate

No:

Indicator

1a.

ELA Performance Index
– All Students

75

100.0

100

100.0

67.9

1b.

ELA Performance Index
– High Needs Students

75

94.1

100

94.1

56.7

1c.

Math Performance Index – All Students

75

90.5

100

90.5

59.3

1d.

Math Performance Index – High Needs Students

75

75.5

100

75.5

47.8

1e.

Science Performance
Index – All Students

75

83.8

100

83.8

56.5

4a.

Chronic Absenteeism –
All Students

<=5%

48.3

50

96.7

10.6%

4b.

Chronic Absenteeism –
High Needs Students

<=5%

50.0

50

100.0

17.3%
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Physical Fitness
(estimated part rate)
and (fitness rate)

75%

50.0

50

100.0

592.3

650

91.1

Accountability Index

Target

Points Max
Earned Points

87.6%

51.0%

The Board of Education approved the annual eighth grade trip to Washington, DC and also approved the submission of the Readiness and IDEA grants.
Stephen Sokoloski, Chair of the Board’s Scholarship Committee, recommended that Arthur Brodeur, Thomas Latham, Lisa DeJesse and James Barlow be appointed to the Scholarship Steering Committee for two-year terms.
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Tips for Today - Happy Spring!

Dear Readers:

by Liz Ellsworth

We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator.
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs.
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can,
please send a donation. Thank you!

Remember that April is EARTH MONTH. Pick one earthfriendly action to do each month for the rest of 2016. If you need
inspiration, attend one of the local earth-focused events this
month. You’ll find all kinds of experts, activities, and resources
to inspire your eco-filled 2016. Hooray for Spring!
Editor’s Note: Small things add up: Fresh water is threatened.

Your Name:___________________________________________

1) Cotton crops use a great deal of water—don’t buy new cotton clothes—buy from Consignment or Thrift Stores.

Mailing address_______________________________________
ATTENTION
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to
Deb Yazo:
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month

City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________

Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________

Eastford Communicator Volunteers
Executive Editor
Carol Davidge
Composition/Layout
Deb Yazo
News Collection
Deb Yazo
Volunteers
Ruth Yulo
Tom French

Please make checks payable to:
Eastford Communicator
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242
THANK YOU!

All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Communicator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as
offensive or slanderous.

The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator

2) Don’t let water run while you brush your teeth-Save 4 gallons of water a day!
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Dana P. Woods, MD

Tom French, Accountant
Full Accounting & Tax Services
For Businesses and Individuals
12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond)
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net
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