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1. Maintain Rural Nature of Town
which drew me here 45 years ago
NO ZONING
2. Strictly Enforce Local Speed
Limits as well as better State
Police Presence - There has been
too much crime in our town.
3. Explore more Grants and
Funding to help seniors, veterans
and people in need.
4. I am a seasoned Business
Professional with experience in
handling $10 million in turning
around bankrupt business.
Questions to Address
1) Ambulance Situation
How much did it cost the town?
2) Fire Truck Situation
How much money did it cost
the town?
3) Make Public
Ledger of tremendous attorney
fees the town has accrued.
My performance @ The Transfer
Station speaks for itself.
Paid for by Mike Schultz
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Municipal Elections for Town Offices will be:
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019 from 6am-8pm
Eastford Town Office Building (lower level)
16 Westford Road (enter from EES parking lot)

Eastford School Readiness Council
By Maribeth Stearns, Liaison
12 Westford Rd., Eastford, CT 06242
860-974-1130

Voter Registration & Election Information
Sources: Eastford Registrars of Voters and
Office of the Secretary Of The State

The Eastford Preschool classroom has had a busy start to the school year.
Many families participated in the Meet and Greet and we were happy to see
old and new faces! Attendance at the Open House on September 10 was also
great, so we are off to a good beginning with our class! At the Open House,
we started a Parent Directory. Families can share contact information so other
parents are able to get in touch. It is up to each family what information they
would like in the Directory. Please contact Mrs. Kopplin
(ckopplin@eastfordct.org) if you would like to be included and have not yet
done so.
The Preschool spent September learning routines and all about one another.
A group time song about watching and listening helps the children to learn the
rules in the classroom. Learning about themselves and their classmates is a
big part of the new school year. Children brought in baby pictures to compare
with how they look now, explored letters in their names and talked about similarities and differences. Literacy activities include a library trip once a week
and encouragement to read at home with parents. Children can draw a picture
about what they’ve read, parents label it and then it can be brought into school
for sharing.
Developmental screenings were completed for all new children in September. These include speech assessments, fine and gross motor skills, and emotional/social development. Family input is an important component to these
assessments.
A field trip to Buell’s Orchard completed the Preschool’s busy September.

Register Early to Vote!
Don't Wait till the last minute!
Registrar of Voters Hours.
Regularly scheduled days/hours:
Wednesday, October 9, 2019 from 5-7pm.
Wednesday, October 23 from 5-7pm
Eastford's Registrars of Voters will also be in
their office at additional times to register
residents to vote as shown below.
Eastford Registrars are Joyce Merlo & Nancy
Mayhew
Important dates to remember:
October 29, 2019, 9am-8pm. Registrars will be in
their office to register voters. This is the last day
for hand-delivered paper registrations to be received by registrars (until 8:00pm), mailed-in registrations to be postmarked, registrations to be submitted to the DMV (close of business), or online
registrations to be submitted (until 11:59pm)
Monday, November 4, 2019, 9am–5pm.
Registrars will hold a limited session to register
those seeking to vote in the election whose
qualifications as to age, citizenship or residence
was attained since October 29, 2019.
Election Day Tuesday, Nov 5, 6am-8pm
Eastford Town Office Building, 16 Westford Road
(lower level, enter TOB from EES Parking Lot).
Residents can register to vote in person during
these hours. The Registrars of Voters are located in
the lower level of the town office building.
Voters may register when obtaining their driver's
license or online by going to the Secretary of the
State's website at: https://voterregistration.ct.gov/
OLVR/welcome.do
For Voter Information, go to: https://
portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/VoterInformation/Voting-Eligibility.
Absentee Ballots may be obtained from the
Eastford Town Clerk after first filling out an
absentee ballot application.
Town Clerk’s Regular Office Hours:
Tuesday & Wednesday, 10am-12noon & 1-4pm,
2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month open from
10-12noon and 1 to 6pm. Or find online absentee
voter information and application forms at: https://
portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Voter-

**************************************************************

HEARTSafe Community Town of Eastford

Jeannine Spink, thirty-five-year American Heart Association instructor,
is pleased to announce that Eastford has been designated a HEARTSafe
Community for the third time since 2013. Over the last three years, with
the approvals of First Selectmen Brodeur and Dubois, Instructor Spink
has certified 246 Eastford citizens, ranging in age from 8 th grade students
through adult.
The purpose of this three-year designation through the CT Dept. of Public Health’s Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention program is to encourage and promote community awareness of the potential for saving the
lives of sudden cardiac arrest victims through the use of cardiopulmonary resuscitation and increased public access to defibrillation.
In the basic HEARTSafe model, a region establishes a set of minimum
criteria its communities must meet in order to achieve HEARTSafe status. These should be goals that support the chain of survival, such as
widespread CPR instruction, public access defibrillators and aggressive
resuscitation protocols for first responders and area hospitals. Individual
communities in each region which meet the established criteria, such as
cities, towns, counties, neighborhoods and campuses can apply to their
home office and become designated as a HEARTSafe Community.
The program supports CPR training in the community, public access to
defibrillation through strategic placement of Automated External
Defibrillators (AED’s) for use by public safety professionals and other
trained community members, First Responders and early advanced care.
The goal is simple: If someone in our community suffers a sudden cardiac arrest tomorrow, with proper training, survival will be based on rapid
access to life-saving treatment. With proper training, citizens in our
community can recognize the signs and symptoms of a sudden cardiac or
stroke event and how to give care and get help “on the way, right away”.
When you enter the town boundaries of Eastford and see the
HEARTSafe Community road signs, you can be assured that quick and
efficient care is as close as dialing “911” and that your EIFC First
Responders, friends and families are ready to do their part.

Information/Absentee-Voting
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Selectman's Snippets:
Budget – The Town is preparing for our Annual Audit.
Fire Prevention – During the month of October, we are reminded to change batteries on our smoke
detectors or replace them if outdated. I would like to thank our Fire Department and all their
volunteers for their dedication to our community.
Community – Great things happen in our community!
We welcome you to visit our website for all updated events www.eastford.org/eastford .
Free Seminar – On October 17, 2019 at 6:30 PM at Ashford Senior Center, both the town of
Eastford and Ashford are sponsoring a presentation concerning the Connecticut Partnership for Long
Term Care Program. Please let us know if you are interested by calling the Selectmen’s Office (860)
Volunteers – It is so clear that volunteers are the heartbeat of our small rural town. We are indeed blessed to have such
dedicated volunteers. Without them our town would not be what it is today. We encourage you to “Get Involved” in your
community.
“The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions of its members.”
~ Coretta Scott King~
Transfer Station – Thank you for recycling. If you are not sure what can be recycled go to williwaste.com click Recycling,
scroll down to the question; Can I recycle it? After you type in an item the instructions are provided. We have a list available on
our website as well. Stickers are to be affixed to windshield’s lower left-hand corner. Limit: 2 cubic yards per week – roughly
one level pickup load. We will be enforcing residents to comply with rules concerning the Transfer Station. Please secure
rubbish pails as you travel to Transfer Station.
Police Services – During the month of August, Troop D responded to 40 calls.These calls of service included; Accidents: 1,
Criminal Invest: 2, Burglaries: 2, Larcenies: 0, DUI’S: 0, Traffic Citations: 10, Written Warning: 5, and Non-Reportable
Matters: 35.
Respectfully yours, Jacqueline Dubois, First Selectman
Of Special Note: Calendar of Events (p6)
The EIFC URGENTLY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS (p6)
October is Fire Prevention Month—Thank your EIFC vols.
FOOD PANTRY needs donations
ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE?
ELECTION FOR TOWN OFFICIALS IS NOV. 5
Voting & Voter Registration Information (p2)
Paid ads for candidates (cover, p5, p7)
Meet Candidates (p13)
OCTOBER FUN EVENTS—BACK COVER
Eastford Library has discount/free passes (p13)
Historical Society “1891 Train Wreck Program” (p11)
Museum of Eastford History-2nd & 4th Sundays, 2-4pm
Crystal Pond Park is YOUR park (13)
The Eastford Communicator needs your donations. Please
help us to send news FREE every month to more than 900
Eastford households.
THANK YOU RECENT DONORS:
Thomas & Betsy Barker
Donald & Dorothy Bressette
Stephen & Karen Broderick
Douglas Hansen
Mark Hansen
M. Yolande Marvel
Ernest Pehmoeller
Deborah Oftedal
Thank you!
Please send your donations to:
Eastford Communicator, P.O. Box 253
Eastford, CT 06242

FOOD PANTRY by Karen & Steve Broderick
We would like to thank the many residents of Eastford
who have helped replenish supplies to our pantry. Many
folks think of us around the holidays, but hunger is a
year-round concern. In fact, for families with children
summertime can be the most difficult season. Summertime is also when our shelves become the emptiest. So,
the next time you are at the grocery store please
remember your neighbors in need.
“Most Wanted” items include: Canned Goods: chili,
ravioli, tuna, jelly, beef stew, hearty soup, pasta sauce,
fruit. Drinks: coffee, juices. Packaged Items: macaroni
and cheese, oatmeal, cereal, mashed potatoes, rice,
stuffing mix, healthy snacks. Personal Products:
shampoo, deodorant, toilet paper, paper towels,
toothbrushes/toothpaste. Just a reminder: please check
expiration dates. If it’s too old for you to eat, we can’t
use it either.
Financial donations are also critical and allow us to
purchase essential items that are missing from our pantry. Thanks to the folks at His Oaks for their monthly
donations of perishable items, and to the many donors
who have brought food and/or checks to the town hall.
Eastford residents in need who would like to avail
themselves of the food pantry can place a confidential
call anytime to Steve or Karen at 974-1618, or contact
the First Selectman’s Office.
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The EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY, located on route 198, is a special place.
The grounds are beautifully groomed and peaceful -- a perfect resting place for our late loved ones.
If you are an Eastford resident, you may purchase a cemetery plot at Grove. We have
redesigned the cemetery to provide more single and double plots, as well as a cremation section.
Please contact Lauren Anderson at 860-974-1349 for a confidential conversation about ownership.

The Woodstock Academy—Partial List October Events
8th Grade Visit Day Tuesday, October 1, 7:30am–2pm
8th grade students visit campus to learn more about what their
WA experience could be like. Rain date October 3
Homecoming Weekend Alumni Activities October 4 & 5
See the full schedule and get tickets at:
woodstockacademy.org/homecoming.
Fiesta Dinner Friday, October 18, 6pm to benefit the Spanish
Exchange program.
Future Centaurs Open House Sunday, October 20, 1-3pm
Prospective students and families are invited to see campus and
learn more about the opportunities offered at The Woodstock
Academy. Register at woodstockacademy.org/futurecentaurs.
Trick–or–Treat Street Friday, October 25, 5-7pm
Bowen Building, North Campus. Free and open to the public.
Bring your family to trick-or-treat through the decorated hallways of The Woodstock Academy.
FRESH Dinner & Auction Friday, November 1, 6pm
A benefit dinner and auction celebrating 10 years of FRESH,
The Woodstock Academy’s student-run non-profit.

IN APPRECIATION
The Eastford Grove Cemetery Association
thanks the following donors for supporting perpetual care:
Dorothy & Donald Bressette
Carol & Bill Anderson
In memory of Lucille & Bill Anderson
Donations are tax-deductible and can be mailed to:
EGCA, Inc. P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT 06242

****************************************************
FREE October Events at Congregational Church of Eastford
8 Church Road (860) 974-0294
E: office@cceastford.com or www.cceastford.org
October 1 & 8: Family Music Classes,10-10:30am
Info/sign up: https://www.cceastford.org/family-music-classes/
October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: GriefShare Program -6:30-8pm
Info/sign up: https://www.cceastford.org/griefshare/
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 6:30-9pm: Celebrate Recovery (Help
with life's hurts, habits, hangups)
October 10: Caregiver Support Group (ACOALO) 7:30pm
Info/sign up: https://www.cceastford.org/caregivers/
Oct 20, 4-5:30pm—FREE Pumpkin Carving. All Ages.
Pumpkins & Supplies Provided. Refreshments.
https://www.ccceastford.org/events
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October 2019 Calendar
1
2
3
5
7
8
9
10
12

13
14
12
14
15
16
19
22
23
24
26
27
28
29
30
31

Conservation Comm, TOB, 7pm
Democratic Town Cmte, Library, 7:30pm
Crystal Pond Park Com, CPP, 6pm
Adult Pickup Basketball, EES, 6:30pm
Public Hrg, Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm
RTC Meet Candidates, Post Office, 9am-12noon
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Board of Selectmen, TOB, 7pm
Foliage /Lunch, Seniors, TOB, 10:45am
Historical Soc Program, TOB, 7:30pm
Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm
Adult Pickup Basketball, EES, 6:30pm
Agriculture Cmte, TOB, 7pm
Board of Education, EES, 7pm
DTC Bake Sale, Eastford Center, 9am-12 noon
Fire Co Open House, Westford Rd, 10am-12noon
Fall Festival, Buells Orchard, 10am-4pm
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
History Museum, 65 John Perry Rd, 2-4p
Communicator Deadline
Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm
BOE, EES, 7pm
5K & Kids Run Run, EES lot, 10am
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm
Recreation Comm, TOB, 4:30pm
Adult Pickup Basketball, EES, 6:30pm
Clean Energy Task Force, TOB, 7pm
Fire Co Steak Dinner (Res Rq), 6:30pm
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Exp. Eastford/Heritage Day Mtg, TOB, 3pm
Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm
Adult Pickup Basketball, EES, 6:30pm
Inland Wetlands, TOB, 7pm
Library Board, Library, 7pm
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
History Museum, 65 John Perry Rd, 2-4pm
American Legion, TOB, 7:30pm
Registrars of Voters, TOB, 8am-5pm
Adult Pickup Basketball, EES, 6:30pm
Halloween Trunk or Treat, TOB, 6-8pm

Eastford Seniors by Linda SM dos Santos
When Charles Rukstela heard that the Eastford Senior Citizens (ESC) might have to
cancel their Annual Rhode Island trip, due to an issue with their transportation, he
immediately provided a 24-Passenger mini bus from Eastford’s Rukstela Charter
Service. This was not the first time that Rukstela came to the aid area seniors. When
a winter snowfall made it dangerous for seniors to drive, Rukstela Charter Service
provided transportation from Eastford to the Harriet Jorgensen Theater. Rukstela is
not the only individual or company to support senior activities. In September, Dino,
owner of Grecian Delights in Queens Village, NY, provided hot meals to several
Eastford senior families for the 2nd year. September’s hopping Bravo Delta evening
even, which was hosted by ESC, was generously supported by Margherita Nichols
Shaw, owner of Eastford’s Pilates Studio 111, the Basto family of Eastford’s Basto
Flooring, and William G. Beausoleil, owner of Woodstock’s Soleil & Suns Bakery,
LLC. Without these companies, individual supporters, the Town of Eastford and
others, these community events would not be possible.
Save These Dates:
Tues., October 8 Annual Foliage Caravan from Eastford to Thompson House of
Pizza & Heritage Way Park. Enjoy All-You-Can-Eat Cheese Pizza & Salad. Hosted by Eastford Senior Citizens, Members $4, Non-Members $7. Seating is limited to
the first 24 reservations by Oct. 5 - call/text 860-576-7209 or 860-538-8868.
(Beverages NOT included.) Car-caravan or self-drive, boards /departs Eastford
Town Office Building at 10:45am, arriving at House of Pizza at 11:50am. Seating is
limited to the first 24 reservations - call 860-538-8868 or 86--576-7209 by Oct. 5.
Wed., Evening, November 6, 5:30 PM Annual ESC Harvest Potluck Dinner,
music by “Second Helping” at the Congregational Church of Eastford. For details,
call/text 860-576-7209 or 860-538-8868.
Tues., October 29, 10:15 AM “Changes to Medigap/Supplemental Policies,
Prescription Drug Plans 2020. Medicare Savings Program 2020 Speaker Laura
Crews from Senior Resources. Location: Quinebaug Valley Regional Senior Center, 69 South Main St., Brooklyn, CT, register 860-773-1243.
***Please be aware that there have been multiple callers, home visitors, & mailings
pretending to be IRS, Social Security, Medicare, & repair people, etc Three good
rules to follow: 1) NEVER, NEVER let a stranger into your home. 2) If they ask
you to call a phone number, other than the one published in the phone book. 3) Do
NOT give personal account information, social security numbers, or cash to these
people/***

ADULT PICKUP BASKETBALL
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT 6:30PM
EASTFORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYM
Bring a white and a black shirt.
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Scout Troop 92
We are just getting started at the beginning of the new
school year. The Scouts plan events, including activities and meals. We are off to a good start, with full attendance at our first meeting. Scout meetings are most
Thursday evenings at 7pm at Knowlton Memorial Hall,
Next to Cumberland Farms store. New members and
visitors are welcome.
Upcoming:
Oct 4-6 Campout, and climb Mt Monadnock in N.H.
with Pomfret Troop. The summit is above the tree line.
Oct 10, Thursday at Scout Meeting, scarecrow build
for library scarecrow contest. Weblos Scouts to assist.
Oct 19, 20 Campout at Wolf Den. Native American
Pow Wow.
Oct 26, Saturday Fall foliage bike ride on the Hop River Rail Trail
Nov1-3 Fall campout with Cub Scout Pact
Nov, date TBD Yale Forest bike ride, if there is I
nterest.
Nord Yakovleff Ast Sct Mstr
Cory Blanchette, Scout Master

From the Recreation Commission
The Next Recreation Commission meeting will be October 16 at
4:30pm in Town Hall. Volunteers are needed. All Welcome.

Thank you Eastford Community from Lory & Julia Kneeland
Lory Kneeland was chosen to be the beneficary of Eastford’s "We Never
Stop Fighting 5K in Loving Memory of Marilyn T. Krom." Lory was
diagnoised with Stage 4 Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma last year. He was treated
at St. Francis Hospital and later underwent a Stem Cell Transplant at the
Smilow Cancer Center at Yale New Haven Hospital. Lory and his wife
Julia are members of the Congregational Church of Eastford and the
congregation has been continually supportive. Lory is very grateful for all
the support given by community members and friends who participated and
helped out for Eastford’s 5K Race. This demonstration of unexpected support is much appreciated. Thank you.
*************************************************************
Eastford’s 1806 Union Society Building By Carol Davidge, Chair
Construction to repair the east (Route 198) wall of the Union Society Building is underway by Proulx Building & Remodeling LLC (PBR) of Stafford
Springs, CT. Repairs are done in accordance with U.S. Dept. of Interior
guidelines on a building that is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, as is the Union Society Building. The work is supported by grants
from The Last Green Valley, the State of Connecticut's Department of Economic and Community Development (State Historic Preservation Grant and
Small Town Economic Assistance Program Grant), the Rotary Club of Putnam, and donations from individuals to the Town's Union Society Fund.
The historic 1806 Union Society building is one of only two Union Society
buildings still standing in Connecticut. Constructed as a home, it became a
place where villagers gathered for some 200 years. When voting was limited to property-owning men who were members of the Congregational
Church, Union Societies formed to protest; voting rights were given to men
of all faiths in 1818. At the Union Society of Phoenixville, children were
taught to read, villagers gathered for holiday celebrations, oyster supper
fundraisers were held for Eastford Independent Fire Co. No. 1, 4-H members and Scouts learned leadership skills, and the group held games and
potluck dinners for families. Everyone was welcome regardless of ethnic
origin, spiritual belief, gender or age. The building served mostly poor immigrants in the southern part of Eastford. Christmas celebrations featured
Santa Claus who gave each child an orange and box of candy. The Union
Society also took small gifts to the homes of those who otherwise would not
have received presents. The building was sold to the Town of Eastford in
2002. Donations are needed to restore the building so it can again be used
as a public gathering place.
Donations and Legacy Memorials are needed to repair the entire building to use for community gatherings again. For donations of $100 or
more, a plaque acknowledges the donor and individuals being honored. All
proceeds from fundraisers go to the Town of Eastford for rehabilitation of
the building. To make a donation in any amount, please make checks payable to: Town of Eastford (write Union Society in the memo line), and mail
to Union Society Fund, Town of Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT
06242. For information, please e-mail: carol.davidge@snet.net, and put
Union Society in the subject line.
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EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, INC.
Contributed by: The Eastford Citizens Recruitment Group
The EIFC responded to 19 emergencies during the month of August. Thank you to members who provided
transportation for Santa on ET271 at Peppertree Campground’s Xmas in August.
FIRE PREVENTION WEEK – OCTOBER 5 THROUGH OCTOBER 12
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) has announced the 2019 theme for Fire Prevention Week:
“Not Every Hero Wears A Cape. Plan and Practice Your Escape”
The goal of the NFPA and the EIFC is to bring awareness of the risk of death in a fire, to provide education
and resources to the public, and to help families understand the dangers of a house fire. The best way to protect everyone in your home from death or injury in a fire is to know what to do when you hear the sound of
your smoke detectors. Smoke detectors are your first line of defense, but they can only save your life if you
install smoke detectors on every level of your home, test them once a month, and change the batteries when
you change the clocks.
Plan and practice your escape – Talk about the best ways to get out quickly in the event of a fire. Agree on a
meeting place outside the home away from the building where everyone can gather after escaping a fire. During Fire Prevention Week, the EIFC will formally conduct a fire drill and presentation at the Eastford School.
OPEN HOUSE: October 12
The EIFC, located at 6 Westford Road will be opening its doors to the public at an OPEN HOUSE on
Saturday, October 12 from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon. This event provides a unique opportunity to not only meet
and greet the volunteers, but to get an up-close look at the tools of our trade. Residents are invited to stop by
for an informative trip through the firehouse to see the trucks and equipment that are used by firefighters and
rescue squad. The showcase of the OPEN HOUSE will be to share an opportunity to join the Company.
Snacks and beverage will be served. FREE greenhouse number signs will be available, along with “goodies”
for the children. Don’t miss this great opportunity to learn more about your volunteer fire service. For more
information, call the firehouse at (860) 974-0630 or eastfordfire71@hotmail.com
STEAK DINNER: October 19
Our first “All You Can Eat” Steak Supper of the season is Saturday, October 19th at 6:30 p.m. at the firehouse. Menu includes: Top Quality Steak, Green Salad, Baked Potato, Green Beans, Rolls, Dessert and Beverage. FREE Raffle ticket to all who buy a ticket. To reserve your dinner at $20 per person, call John Paquin
at 860-974-0256. NO TAKE-OUTS – NO TICKETS ARE SOLD AT THE DOOR.

Watch your mail for important information to all Eastford citizens from the Eastford Citizens
Recruitment Group.
(Editor’s Note: Without the volunteers of the EIFC, our tax dollars would increase to provide paid fire and
emergency protection. Donations help. Make checks payable to: Eastford Independent Fire Co., and mail to
P.O. Box 333, Eastford, CT 06242.)
*****************************************************************************************************************************

Eastford Conservation & Historic Preservation
Commission—Water Chestnut Project Update
by Ralph Yulo

On Saturday, July 13, 2019, members of Eastford’s
Conservation and Historic Preservation Commission performed their annual water chestnut (Trappa natans) removal /
monitoring on Budd’s Pond at Center Farm.
This program has been in place for many years in order to control and prevent the spread of this very invasive weed. This
year, for the first time, no water chestnut plants were found. This is encouraging news but the program will continue
because seeds of this plant can persist for many years. Thus, continual vigilance is needed to prevent a resurgence of this noxious weed.
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News and Notes from the Superintendent’s Office
by Donna P. Leake, PhD.

The school year is off to a great start thanks to the efforts of the
Eastford Elementary School staff who were so intent on making
the school ready for our students that they made me wonder if
they realized it was summer.
The BOE took the following actions at the September 12 meeting:
1. approved the 2019-20 Superintendent and Board of Education
Goals, which can be found on the school’s website under the
Board of Education tab.2. approved the addition/removal of forms
for Policy 5140, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
and Policy 6180, Parent Instruction of Children at Home.
UPDATES:
Steam to Hot Water Project:
The BOE received an update as to the steam to hot water repair
project which is nearly complete and ready for testing before the
start of the heating system. The RFP for the Steam to Hot Water
design proposal was posted and emailed to potential bidders.
Sealed proposals will be opened at the Board of Selectmen meeting on October 7, 2019 at 7:00PM. The next meeting of the Town
Building Committee for the steam to hot water heating project is
September 24, 2019.
Solar project:
We are starting to experience savings in energy costs from our
solar panel project. We are also banking some generated, unused
energy.
Bus Routes:
I would like to extend a thank you to Mrs. McCombe and Mrs.
Sequine for working through the bus route changes and glitches
that resulted from changes in student enrollment as well as to the
changeover to the Dattco bus company. Thank you also to families for their patience as we worked our way through resolving
route issues during the opening weeks.
Accessibility and Community Outreach
This summer I had the opportunity to meet and visit with members of the Eastford Community. I also recently had the chance to
meet with the leadership of the PTO. I intend to continue these
outreach efforts with families and communities throughout the
year. Please do not hesitate to contact me at
dleake@eastfordct.org to share concerns, questions, or ideas for
community involvement.

From the Principal's Desk by Carole McCombe, Principal

What a beautiful time of year it is here in the Quiet Corner!
Students have settled nicely into their daily routines at school and are
busy with their academic learning. I would like to extend a
formal welcome to the many new families who have joined the
Eastford School Community. We are happy you are here! Our
current school enrollment is 150 students! I would also like to
welcome Mr. David Vaughan as our band and instrumental lesson
teacher. He will work with students one day a week and will share
his enthusiasm and passion for music as students learn to play an
instrument.
Fall sports are underway and our girls’ school soccer team, under
the direction of coach Stephanie Bulan, is working hard to be
competitive in the QVJC league with a rigorous practice and game
schedule. Our boys’ team, coached by Tyler Bridgewater, will just
scrimmage this season, as our numbers are too low to field a team.
Soccer schedules are available on our school website at
www.eastfordct.org.
October is Fire Prevention month. Eastford Elementary School, in
conjunction with the Eastford Volunteer Fire Department, will
provide a program for students in Preschool through grade 3 to bring
awareness about fire safety and prevention. Students will have an
opportunity to explore the fire trucks and see the firefighters in full
gear. All students will participate in a fire drill with the fire company
present.
The Annual Goods and Services Auction will be held on
November 23, 2019. We appreciate the community’s continued
support of this event through both attendance and donations. The
proceeds from the auction allow all students in eighth grade to attend
their class trip to Washington, D.C. free of charge!
Please check our school website calendar for information on
upcoming trips, events and meetings. Our school Readiness group
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 pm and our PTO meets
the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00. Both Readiness and PTO
are always looking for new members. Please feel free to join us.
I would like to extend a big thank you to all of our parent organizations and volunteers. Without your time and efforts, we would not be
able to sustain many of our traditions that support and enhance
education in Eastford.
Annual EES Auction
Calling all Eastfordites! If you have an item for the EES Auction
on November 23, or if you are a local business owner, small or
large, Eastford students need YOUR help! Please donate a
good, service, or gift certificate to our upcoming Annual Goods
and Services Auction. All proceeds go to the students so that
they can attend the annual Washington DC trip at no cost to
families! Monetary donations are accepted and appreciated!
Message me, call EES, or email us at
auction@eastfordct.org Thank you!

Merlo’s Home Improvement
>Custom Kitchens
>Entertainment Centers
>Interior Finish Work
>Additions
>Garages

>Bathroom Vanities
>Hutches
>Exterior Finish Work
>Remodeling
>Roofing

Lauren Merlo
Eastford, CT
(860) 974-3331

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT
We Specialize In
American & Italian Dishes
Pizza, Fresh Seafood
And More!
Route 44
Ashford, CT 06278
Peter & George Lytras

(860)429-1932
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DID YOU KNOW? By Eastford Historical Society
Did you know that in 1850 Eastford was divided into fifteen highway districts, each district being placed in the charge of one
man? And in 1854, the town paid ten cents per hour to all able-bodied men for work on the highways.
Visit the Museum on October 13th or 27th before it closes for the season!
Florence Warren Latham Museum of Eastford History
65 John Perry Road Hours: 2 – 4 pm
Eastford Historical Society Fall Meeting & Program
Tuesday, October 8, 2019; Meeting 7:15 pm; Program 7:30 pm
“The Four Engine Train Wreck of 1891”

The Eastford Historical Society invites you to join us on October 8 th when Joe Iamartino, President of the Thompson Historical Society, will
present our Fall Program, “The Four Engine Wreck of 1891”. Hear about the horrific Thompson train wreck that killed 3 people and the
events that led up to it. Refreshments will be served.

Sean Patrick’s Plants
34 East Howey Road, Ashford, CT
860-205-9868
www.seanpatricksplants.com
860-315-9656

Mums and fall flowers, perennials, Shrubs, Herbs
Wholesale & Retail
Patrick Stenglein

ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, Personal Injury, Probate, Elder
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning
(& more!)
www.attorneypalulis.com
michele@attorneypalulis.com
158 Main St.., Suite #2
Putnam, CT 06260
(860) 928-9928
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Experience Eastford / Heritage Day Report
The Experience Eastford / Heritage Day Group met on
September 22 to work toward holding events in 2020. The
next meeting of the Experience Eastford & Heritage Day
group will be in November. Date will be announced.
All welcome.

Yale-Myers Forest's Quiet Corner Initiative (QCI)
The QCI offers seminars and workshops of interest to all. It also
creates partnerships for students and faculty at the Yale School of
Forestry and Environmental Studies, while supporting the work
of private landowners, natural resource managers, and forest industry
professionals. The QCI supports strengthened local livelihoods, increased forest health, and rural economic development for the longterm benefit of the land and those that live on it by providing
knowledge, energy, and expertise to our partnering landowners and
organizations. If you are a woodland or farm owner living in or near
the towns of Union, Ashford, Eastford or Woodstock, CT, QCI
was created for you. QCI offers many services to local owners: technical assistance, access to a network of landowners interested in conservation and good forest management, and other services. Information/link: https://qci.yale.edu/. October events at Yale-Myers
Camp, 150 Centre Pike, Eastford, CT 06242:
Women's Chainsaw Safety Workshop Saturday, Oct 12, 8am4pm.This one-day course will introduce women to the fundamentals
of safe chainsaw use. Free. Please bring your own lunch. To register,
please visit https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfcuO7RfNlyrflQG-ZkJekFhpLPgkvo9VNCPW0kkUufwtMLA/viewform
Evening discussion on Women in Forestry Friday, Oct 11, 7pm
Join us for a evening discussion with two women foresters, Tish
Carr, executive director of the Wabanaki Youth in Science program,
and Amanda Mahaffey, deputy director of the Forest Stewards
Guild.
*******************************************************
Good News about our Neighbors
Who knew that after working for his father in a paper mill in Holyoke, MA as a millwright and truck driver as a teenager and attending Cornell University and Holy Cross College, Art Brodeur,
Eastford's former first selectman had been an ace reporter for United Press International in Boston and the Concord [NH] Monitor? Art
also served in the USAF / NORAD. His article about the 50-year history of Cornell University's newspaper has just been published (see
link):
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2019/09/first-editor-recallschronicles-creation-50-years-ago

DLM
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Int/Ext. Trim
Custom Built-Ins
Kitchen Remodeling
Ceramic Tile
BUY ONE GET ONE - one lesson - GRATIS
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Window Replacement
Computer Stations
Painting Int/Ext
Power Washing
Dan Merlo
974-1824

MEET CANDIDATES FOR TOWN OFFICES
Eastford Republican Candidate Meet & Greet
Saturday, Oct 5 9am-12 noon
Next to the Eastford Post Office
Light refreshments will be available.
See you there.
Daniel Belanger, Eastford RTC Chairman
******************************************
Bake Sale Meet Democratic Candidates
Saturday, Oct 12 - 9am-12 noon
Hot Coffee & Delicious Baked Goods
Sponsored by the
Eastford Democratic Town Committee
Information:
facebook - Eastford CT Democrats
E-mail - eastfordctdems@gmail.com

Town of Eastford Planning Commission
Public Hearing
The Town of Eastford Planning Commission will hold a
Public Hearing on Thursday, October 3, 2019 at the
Eastford Town Office Building. Lower Level, located at
16 Westford Road, Eastford, CT at 7:00 pm on the following application:
File # 19-001 Gary Eucalitto – Garrett Homes, LLC.,
Eastford Road, Map 24, Block 10, Lot 2, between
properties at 258 and 228 Eastford Road, Eastford,
CT. One approximate 15 acre lot to be subdivided
into one approximate 2 acre lot and one approximate
13 acre lot.
Copies of this application and related documents are on
file and available for review in the Town Clerk’s Office
located at the Eastford Town Office Building, 16
Westford Road, Eastford, CT.
All interested parties may appear and be heard. Written
correspondence will be accepted.
Dated at Eastford, CT this 16th day of September, 2019.
Susan Welshman, Recording Secretary

Library News by Susan Shead
The library will be holding an open house and grand re-opening
of the lower level as well as the annual Adopt a Book event on
Thursday Oct. 24 (see below). Please join us! The library will
hold an autumn story and craft for children 3+ on Saturday October 19th at 10:30AM. Please call the library at 860-974-0125
to sign up your child and for more info. You can also register
your child online at eastfordpublib@gmail.com. Please leave
your child’s name, age and phone number where you can be
reached in case of cancellation. Registration is required by Sat.
October 12. There are discount passes available for Mystic
Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air
Museum, and free admission passes to the New Britain Museum of American Art, Wadsworth Atheneum and Connecticut’s
Old State House. We also have 20% off general admission coupons to The Connecticut Science Center.
Please note: The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday
10am to 8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm.
The library will be closed on Monday Oct.14th in honor of
Columbus Day.
Open House & Grand Re-Opening
of the lower level of the Eastford Public Library &
The Annual Adopt-a-Book
Thursday October 24th at 6:30PM
***************************************************
Emergency Management
by Deborah Richards - Emergency Management Director
Did you know that the TOB lower parking lot is the local distribution point in Eastford if we need to distribute emergency
supplies following a disaster? These points of distribution are
called are PODs. The need for a POD is based on lack of infrastructure to support normal distribution of food, water, or other
supplies within the state following an major event, for example
ice storm, hurricane etc. The POD needs to be accessible to
both vehicles and pedestrians and have a good traffic flow. This
POD would become operable after an extensive power outage
(5 days or more). Commodity availability is based on FEMA
supplies. Items that might be, or have been, distributed in
Eastford include: MRE’s, water and tarps. If you would like to
be part of the team who distributes supplies after an emergency,
please contact emd@townofeastford.com.
Now is the time for prepare for hurricanes and cold weather
events! Go to www.ready.gov for more information.
***************************************************
Tips for Today by Liz Ellsworth Got Drugs?!?
The National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day will be held again
this fall on Saturday, October 26, 2019 from 10am-2pm. This initiative seeks to provide a safe, easy, and responsible means of disposing
of prescription drugs. The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) hopes to educate the general public about the dangers of abusing prescription drugs. For more information, visit the DEA’s website: https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/

*********************************************************
CRYSTAL POND PARK IS YOUR PARK.
Owned by the Towns of Eastford and Woodstock, Crystal Pond Park
on Weeks Road offers free beach, picnic tables, swimming, fishing,
hiking trails, year-round disc golf (donation), a dining hall that can
be reserved (fee) & park can be rented for occasions (fee).
(NOTE: Weekdays in July the Park is reserved for kids camps).
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EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC.
Notice
Submitted by the Board of Trustees
Flags: American flags and Fire Department Flags were placed
at the cemetery for Memorial Day; all flags are removed
after Veterans’ Day, November 11th.
Plot/Space Purchase: Appointments can be made to view the
cemetery grounds and to select a plot for purchase. To
make an appointment, call 860-974-1349.
Plot Diagrams Available: Plot owners, or a family member,
may obtain a diagram of their plot by writing to: EGCA,
INC. P.O. Box 284, Eastford, 06242.
Mowing Season: Between March 15th and Thanksgiving,
only live flowers may be planted, or placed in plastic pots,
within 12”of the base of the monument; all artificial
flowers and ornaments are prohibited during the mowing season and will be removed.
Donations Appreciated: If you would like to contribute in any
amount to the beautification of the cemetery and to future
projects, please send your tax deductible donation to: The
Eastford Grove Cemetery Association, Inc.,
P.O. Box 284 Eastford, CT 06242 (Note: Grove
Cemetery does not receive funding from the town.)
For more information, contact a member of the Board of
Corporators: Joe Andert, Audrey Carabeau, Carol Day, Jim
Ellis, Tom Fabian, Erin Gaudreau, Ken Grube,
Bev Lindemann, Faye Logee
Board of Trustees: Lauren Anderson, Herman Barlow,
David Barlow, Carolyn Hazard, Scott Huri,
Alex Kowalchuk, Linda Torgeson, Rick Torgeson
------------------------------------------SUPPORT PERPETUAL CARE OF
THE EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY
Enclosed is my gift of $
Gift in memory of
Name

Dear Readers:
We hope you contribute to The Eastford Communicator. Ads do
not cover printing & postage costs. The Communicator is Eastford’s
main source of news about events, town government, and local
organizations. We need donors to support this effort if we are to
continue. If you can, please send a donation. Thank you!
Your Name:___________________________________________
Mailing address_______________________________________
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________
Please make checks payable to:
Eastford Communicator
PO Box 253, Eastford, Ct 06242
THANK YOU!
The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator
ATTENTION: All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name,
address & telephone, for verification. All items submitted are subject to
editing. Articles are those of the submitters and not necessarily those of
The Communicator. The Communicator does not print letters to editor or
items it regards as offensive or slanderous. Advertisements are paid by the
advertiser, who is responsible for the advertisement’s content. The
Communicator reserves the right to reject any submissions.
Thank you for your support.
Carol Davidge, Editor

Eastford-It’s Connecticut’s Best Small Town.
Connecticut Magazine’s cover story in March 1993 showed
Eastford with Bowens Garage, Coriander, the Ivy Glenn, cows,
trees and people walking around the village. Rankings were
based on quality of life, affordability, good schools, low crime
rate, leisure and other measures. Those qualities remain today.
Information: www.eastfordct.org/townofeastford and
Facebook: Eastford CT06242

Address
City

State

Zip

Send to: Eastford Grove Cemetery Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT 06242 : You can visit online at
https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/.
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Plan your Walktober Events Now
The Last Green Valley (TLGV) brings you Walktober from September 23 to November 3 with
200 unique experiences, and 300 opportunities to enjoy autumn in eastern Connecticut's
National Heritage Corridor.
The Walktober brochure is free with details about guided walks, hikes, bike rides, paddles,
tastes and events. Brocures are available Labor Day weekend at town halls, libraries, or information kiosks. To receive your own brochure, email: mail@tlgv.org; or call 860-774-3300.
The Last Green Valley has information plus a monthly calendar of numerous events of all
kinds at: www.thelastgreenvalley.org
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OCTOBER FUN IN EASTFORD
Buell’s Orchard Harvest Festival Columbus Day Weekend
Sat., Oct. 12 & Mon., Oct. 14 - 10 am to 4 pm
TUES. OCT 8, 10:45am
FALL FOLIAGE TOUR & PIZZA
EASTFORD SENIORS (see p.6)
EASTFORD LIBRARY EVENTS
SAT, OCT 19, 10:30am
AUTUMN STORY & CRAFT FOR
CHILDREN 3+ (Res. Please)
THURS, OCT 24, 6:30pm
LIBRARY OPEN HOUSE &
ADOPT-A-BOOK
SUN, OCT 20, 4-5:30pm
FREE PUMPKIN CARVING
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
8 Church Road (see p.4)

Free Admission - Parking - Family Fun - Live Music
Hayrides to Pumpkin Patch & Apple Picking
BBQ Chicken, Hamburgers & Hotdogs Apple Cider & Donuts
Live Music by Dave Reiner & The Reiner Family Band
Child Voice Charity & Face Painting ...and More!
Monday Only-The Real Tractor Mac
& Tractor Mac Book Signing by Author Billy Steers
Info: www.buellsorchard.com
EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE CO.
OPEN HOUSE—OCT 12 10am-12noon
STEAK DINNER—OCT 19 (Res. Required)
CELEBRATE WITH OUR DEDICATED
VOLUNTEER
FIRST RESPONDERS!
(Info: page 9)
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SAT, OCT 19, 10 to 11am
WALKTOBER IN EASTFORD
“The Stillness of the Still River”
Along the Askew Trail behind
EES. (Walktober by The Last
Green Valley—100 adventures
in NECT. Link:
https://thelastgreenvalley.org/
explore-the-last-green-valley/
walktober/
SAT, OCT 26, 7-9 PM
TEEN HAYRIDE
EASTFORD BAPTIST CHURCH
133 Union Road
Grades 7-12 – FREE

