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The Eastford Communicator
Selectman’s Snippets:
Storm - October 29 many of our neighbors were without electricity could not leave their homes
due to trees across the road and were not prepared for this early storm. During the outages and
road blocks, Deb Richards, Emergency Management Director, Ben Schmidt, Public Works
Foreman, and the staff in the Town Office volunteered tirelessly to meet the needs of our community. I send my sincere gratitude for these volunteers that clearly put the community before
themselves.
Elections - November 7, with 45% turnout of voters, marked a historical day for the residents
of Eastford. I thank the voters for electing me to serve as Eastford’s first female First Selectman. I am inspired by the outpouring of support from everyone. I promise to do my utmost,
working as a team with other town officials and to keep the essence of our Town the nucleus of my role. Your continued support is greatly appreciated. Congratulations to all on their election: Terry Cote and Rob Torcellini to Board of
Selectman, Town Clerk; Melissa Vincent, Tax Collector; Christine Hutus, Treasurer; Martha Burgess- along with all
those elected to the Board of Education, as Constables, and as Library Board.
Thanks to the many volunteers: Robert Williams, Susan Burns, Guy Grube, Jane Grube, Russ Mayhew, Robert
Willis, Lauren Anderson, Carolyn Hazard, Sally Katkavek, Carol Day, Joyce Merlo, and Nancy Mayhew. These folks
all took the time from their schedules to run the election process which for some was long past a twelve hour day.
Thanks to the Republican Town Committee for all your hard work and for opening door for me to pass the threshold as
the first female candidate.
Veterans - November 10, all the students, faculty, local Veterans, The Eastford Singers, and residents came together
for a lovely ceremony at EES to honor those who serve our country. This ceremony brought our community together to
learn and recognize the service of our Veterans. It amazed me how well these young children showed respect, exhibited
great manners and their versed singing welcomed all to this ceremony. To all Veterans you are so appreciated!
A SPECIAL REQUEST FOR DONATIONS
The Communicator NEEDS your donations!!
Many communities no longer receive town news.
The costs of printing and mailing have increased.
We are grateful that folks support our efforts
In this season of giving, please consider
a special gift to The Communicator, which
gives you up-to-date reports
by your school, town government and organizations.
Donors & businesses who advertise
make it possible for us to provide
local news & information FREE every month
to more than 900 Eastford households.
Please continue to support YOUR town paper.
Please Buy Local! Our advertisers offer
products, gift cards & personalized service.
Beauty & Health Care
Dine In - Take Out - Catering
PYO Fruit - Pet Care - Lumber & Hardware
Tax & Legal Services
Real Estate & Home Services - Groceries
Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more!
THANK YOU TO RECENT DONORS:
Thomas & Betsy Barker
Everett & Helen Harding
Leslie Lavallee
Linda & Richard Loretz
Mary & Bob Parker
Robert & Diana Krom
In Memory of Marilyn T. Krom
You are keeping the Communicator alive!
Please send donations to:
Eastford Communicator
P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242

Volunteers - It is so clear that volunteers are the heartbeat of
our small rural town. We are indeed blessed to have such dedicated volunteers. Our Town would not be what it is today
without them. Thank you to all Boards, Commissions and
those who serve our community for your volunteer work.
The Eastford Town Government would like to wish everyone
a happy, healthy, holiday season!
Respectfully yours, Jacqueline Dubois, First Selectman
Of Special Note

Food Pantry needs Food, Cash—Holiday Events (p. 8)
THE LIBRARY HAS DISCOUNT/FREE PASSES TO:
Mystic Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, New England Air
Museum, CT Science Center, Wadsworth Atheneum,
New Britain Museum of Art
Eastford Historical Society Quarterly Centerfold
See Jan. issue for all Veterans Day Ceremony photos
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Crystal Pond Park News

Eastford Readiness Council
Jennifer Barlow
12 Westford Rd
Eastford, CT 06242
(802) 974-1130

Though we have recently winterized the park by draining the water
system and other important tasks, the park still remains open and
offers a variety of activities for community members. With cooler
temps, this is a great time of year to go for a hike or play a round of
disc golf. Bust the kayak out and tour the edges of the lake to see
treasures that have washed up on shore. Perhaps a lure or two can be
found as the water height drops. On a calm day with abundant sunshine you are able to see down to the bottom in most areas of the
lake. As you do plan your visit to the park, please remember at this
time there is no toilet facilities. We are working on a plan however
to change this. Please prepare accordingly.
Due to the recent storm, a large red oak tree fell near the dining
hall area. With Mother Nature on our side, we were fortunate the
tree fell towards the east and not west, otherwise we would have
encountered a great set back with the dining hall. To our surprise the
red oak had rotted out from the base up fifteen feet. As the Commission has already approved in previous meetings, plans are in the
works to remove the remaining trees which pose a threat to the dining hall structure, which is of great value to the continued success of
Crystal Pond Park.
New signage has been placed at the end of Weeks road directing
visitors on how to get to the park, including the newly installed disc
golf course. Great thought was considered on its location as to not
block any site lines. Thank you to the individuals who were able to
complete the installation.
Finally this month, during a recent work day to clean up debris
from the storm, it was nice to see an abundance of local citizens and
dogs on leashes, using the park. Moving forward, during our winter
meetings some agenda topics will be upgrading of kitchen and completing painting of dining room exterior. This along with some great
ideas on how to provide even more activities for children attending
our day camp will keep the discussions productive and meaningful.
Have a nice day!

The Readiness Program went to the Eastford Fire Department
with Kindergarten and learned about fire safety in October for
fire safety month! They also enjoyed a demonstration at the
school where they got to see a fireman in his full gear. This is
great exposure as it could be quite scary to see a fireman in full
gear for the first time if it were during an actual fire. Dr. Boucher, our school physician, came to visit the class and the children look forward to seeing him again in the spring. The Program held their annual “Thankfulness Celebration” just before
the Thanksgiving holiday and they continue to visit the public
library on a regular basis. Their next field trip to the library
will be on December 19.
For more information on the program please look on-line at the
Program’s handbook or by contacting the Head Teacher, Christine Kopplin at ckopplin@eastfordct.org or the Readiness
Council Liaison, Jen Barlow, at jbarlow@eastfordct.org
Mark your calendar!
December 19: Library Story time
December 4th: Readiness Council meeting @ 6:00 at the
school.
January 8th: Readiness Council meeting @ 6:00 at the school.

Chris Mayhew, Chairman Crystal Pond Park Commission

Merlo’s Home Improvement
>Custom Kitchens
>Entertainment Centers
>Interior Finish Work
>Additions
>Garages

>Bathroom Vanities
>Hutches
>Exterior Finish Work
>Remodeling
>Roofing

Lauren Merlo
Eastford, CT
(860) 974-3331
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Eastford Municipal Election Results
From Town Clerk Melissa Vincent
Nov. 7, 2017
531 Ballots Cast, 45% voter turnout
First Selectman:
(D) Michael Schultz-226
(R) Jacqueline Dubois-287
Selectman:
(D) Terry Cote-234
(R) Robert Torcellini-281
Town Clerk:
(R) Melissa Vincent-433
Town Treasurer:
(D) Megan Calchera-168
(R) Martha Burgess-335
Tax Collector:
Christine Hustus-426
Board of Education (full term):
(D) Terry Cote-259
(D) Megan Calchera-232
(R) Steven Bowen-385
(R) John Barlow-386
(2-year Vacancy):
(R) Christine Hustus-414
Board of Assessment Appeals:
(D) Robert Johnson-304
Constables:
(D) Arvind Shaw-187
(D) Michael Schultz-200
(R) Kevin Shead-307
(R) Charles Bowen, Jr.-302
Library Trustees:
(D) Carol Barry-260
(R) Daniel Belanger-358
(R) Rachel Budd-411
Editor’s Note: Jacqueline Dubois is
Eastford’s first woman First Selectman.
Congratulations to all who ran.

DID YOU KNOW? By the Eastford Historical Society
Did you know that temperance sentiment was very strong in Eastford, even before separating from Ashford in 1847? But it wasn’t until a vote on licensing in 1875 failed,
that Eastford became a “dry town”. Aaron M. Bowen owned the Eastford House from
1896 to 1918 and leased it to Z.M. Jenks. Mr. Jenks did not agree with prohibition in
Eastford and sold liquor on the side. A teamster from Wilimantic supplied the beverage
and would meet Jenks in the evening near the Grove Cemetery. Jenks would take what
he needed to the hotel and hide the rest behind the metal plates on the Burnham monument in the cemetery. Raids at the Eastford House occurred fairly regularly, and one
raid uncovered three kegs of whiskey, three kegs of gin, and bottled lager. Jenks appeared in court, was convicted, and paid a fine of $150, plus costs.
The Eastford Historical Society wishes you all a happy and healthy Holiday Season!
To learn more about the Historical Society and Eastford history visit us on our website www.eastfordct.org/Page/93 Kindly consider joining our organization and/or honoring us during this season of giving with a donation. Membership forms are available
on our website or at the Town Clerk’s office, Library, or Post Office. Our mailing address is Eastford Historical Society, P.O. Box 350, Eastford, CT 06242. If anyone has
historic photos of Eastford and would like to either donate them or make an appointment (972-1610 or 974-3311) to bring them in for scanning, the Historical Society
would greatly appreciate the opportunity to add them to our collection.

**********************************************************
Report of the Union Society Building Committee By Carol Davidge, Chair
The Union Society of Phoenixville building, owned by the Town of Eastford, was first
a home and a gathering place for villagers wanting the right to vote.The group welcomed folks from all walks of life, with diverse spiritual beliefs and regardless of ethnic origin, gender or age. Until 1817, only men who were members of the Congregational Church could vote. In 1817, Connecticut allowed men of all faiths to vote.
(Women got the vote in 1920). The building represents a group so rare that it is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. The Town of Eastford has received grants
from the State of Connecticut that form a basis for major renovations to restore the
building for meetings and events. Donations of any amount are welcome. All contributions go to the Town of Eastford for improving the building.The USB Legacy Project acknowledges donors of more than $100. Checks payable to: Town of Eastford
(write Union Society in the memo line), and mail to Union Society Fund, Town of
Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. For information, please email
carol.davidge@snet.net.
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EES Teacher Report—Helpful Homework Hints
By Patricia Moran, Special Education Teacher

Board of Education By Linda Loretz
At its November meeting, the Board of Education restored and redistributed some of the monies that had been cut when Governor Malloy
proposed a state budget that included giving towns and cities partial
responsibility for funding the teachers’ retirement plan. The state
budget that was passed at the end of October did not require towns to
fund the teachers’ retirement system. Therefore, some of the money
that the Eastford Board of Education had allocated for this fund was
transferred to enhance the following budget lines: Paraprofessional
Salaries; Teacher Salaries; Library Books; Field Trips; K-6 Supplies;
Stipends (Teacher Salaries); Non-Certified Substitutes; Certified Substitutes; Media Equipment.
The Eastford Board of Education confirmed the appointment of
Beth Harrington as a school counselor. Ms. Harrington comes to the
Eastford Elementary School with a wealth of experience as a teacher
and counselor.
The Board received minutes about the Gymnasium Roof Replacement Committee, which included its requests for PV solar information
and estimates for replacing some of the pitched roofs as well as the
gymnasium’s flat roof. Additionally, the Board received minutes from
the Curriculum Committee and an agenda for the Safety Committee.
All agendas and minutes from Board of Education committees are
posted under the Board of Education tab on the website—http://
www.eastfordct.org
The Board thanked Mr. Stephen Sokoloski for the time he served on
the Board of Education. Mr. Sokoloski’s term is up and he did not run
for reelection.

Many parents have a “love, hate” relationship with homework.
The hours between school dismissal and bedtime are often
chock full of extracurricular activities and whatever family time
we can squeeze in before tucking our precious ones into bed at
night. This often leaves little time for homework, particularly if
your child is less than independent with completing it.
Practicing and repeated application of skills are important steps
to mastery, and homework is a vital piece. Here are some helpful hints to set up your family for homework success:
Develop a consistent homework routine, keeping in mind
your child may need some time to “decompress.” School is
hard work for our kids. It may be unrealistic to expect them to
go from one high demand task to another. Try giving them 1015 minutes of playtime or rest before expecting them to sit and
complete homework. Use a timer if needed. Some families find
their child has an easier time completing homework in the
morning before school instead of at night. Find out what works
for your family, and keep it as consistent as possible.
Create a designated “homework space.” Some families prefer
to use the kitchen counter or table so their child can be monitored while they prepare dinner. Other families prefer their children complete homework in their bedrooms so they are less distracted. Find out what works for your family.
Lend assistance, but resist the urge to do the thinking for
your child. If your child struggles with completing a math problem, do one as an example with them. If they continue to struggle, write a note or email to your child’s teacher. They’ll need to
be aware so they can review the skills with your child at school.
Trust your judgement when it comes to how much your
child completes. What takes many children twenty minutes to
complete may take your child twice as long. If your child is fatigued and agitated, know when to call it quits. Just jot a note on
your child’s homework letting the teacher know the time spent.
Here are some helpful guidelines for what is considered developmentally appropriate pertaining to homework: Grade 1: 15-20
minutes, Grade 2 20-30 minutes; Grade 3 30-40 minutes; Grade
4 40-50 minutes; Grade 5 50-60 minutes; Grade 6 60-70
minutes; Grade 7 70-80 minutes; Grade 8 80-90 minutes.
Consider using incentives to encourage homework completion. This works particularly well for younger children. Stickers, special treats, or charts can help motivate a child
who is “less than thrilled” that it’s homework time!

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT
We Specialize In
American & Italian Dishes
Pizza, Fresh Seafood
And More!
Route 44
Ashford, CT 06278
Peter & George Lytras

(860)429-1932
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EES Principal's Report

December, 2017 Calendar

By Carole McCombe
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The Eastford Elementary students and Auction Committee
would like to thank everyone who supported the Annual Goods
and Services Auction on November 18, 2017. The generosity of
the community is greatly appreciated! The money raised through
the event allows all eighth grade students the opportunity to travel to Washington, D.C. This year’s auction marked the 16 th year
that this community has shown its continued support.
The band will have its winter concert on Monday, December 11
at 2:15 pm and 7:00 pm. The community is welcome to attend
and support our young musicians as they have worked hard preparing for this performance.
Our eighth grade students, along with the local boy scouts and
girl scouts, organized a food drive the week of November 13
with tremendous success. This time of year allows us an opportunity to show students how important and rewarding it is to help
those in need. Eastford is a community that supports each other
during challenging times. Students showed their sense of pride
as they helped deliver the food to the Town Office building.
Eastford Elementary School extends warm wishes to all families
for a happy holiday season with family and friends.
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Beautycounter prohibits the use of over 1500 harmful ingredients, evaluates
every potential ingredient & partners with non-GMO suppliers.
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Yoga, TOB, 8:15- 9:15am
Free Lunch & Concert, Cong. Ch, 11am
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Tree of Life-Hospice Benefit, Cong. Ch., 5pm
School Readiness Council, EES, 6pm
BOS, TOB, 7pm
Conservation Commission, TOB, 7pm
Communicator Deadline
Crystal Pond Park Commission, Woodstock T.H., 6pm
Library Board, Library, 7pm
Yoga, TOB, 8:15- 9:15am
Cookies & Cocoa w Santa, Charlie Brown, TBD
(see Eastford Town website for hours:
www.eastfordct.org/eastford)
Live Nativity-Live Music, EES, 6pm
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Winter Band Concert, EES, 2:15pm & 7pm
Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm
Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm
Recreation Commission, TOB, 1:30pm
Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5- 7pm
BOE, EES, 7pm
Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm
Clean Energy, TOB, 7pm
Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm
Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Candlelight Service, Baptist Ch., 4pm
Candlelilght Service, Cong. Ch., 7pm
Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm
Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm

The Eastford Communicator
IN APPRECIATION
The Eastford Grove Cemetery Association
would like to thank the following donors for
their support of perpetual care:
Carol and Bill Anderson, III
a reflection bench in memory of
Lucille and Bill Anderson, Jr.
The Lynch and Ellis Families
in memory of Carol Ellis
Donations are tax-deductible and can be mailed to:
EGCA, Inc. P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT 06242

EASTFORD FOOD PANTRY
How can you help?
As of this writing, we await the restocking of our food pantry shelves. For the 5th consecutive year, Mrs. Lessard and
her 8th grade class coordinate a very successful food drive
that fills our shelves and warms our hearts. The Food Pantry extends a very hearty THANK YOU to the Eastford
School and the residents of our town for their generosity.
Our heartfelt thanks also go out to the Congregational
Church of Eastford and to Whitcraft, whose generous contributions enable us to provide special holiday packages to
our clients at Thanksgiving.
Financial donations are critical and allow us purchase essential items that are missing from our pantry, as well as
perishable items for holiday meal packages. Thank you to
all our donors who have brought food and/or a monetary
donation to the town hall It is very much appreciated. Donations can be mailed to or dropped off at the Selectmen’s Office, PO Box 98, Eastford 06242

Look for photos
from the Nov. 10
Veterans Day
Ceremony at EES
in the January
issue of The
Eastford
Communicator.

Part of the definition of a real community is that we willingly help one another out in times of need. At a time of year
that can be particularly difficult to make ends meet,
Eastford has once again proven that we are a close knit
community of caring, generous people. Many, many thanks
to you all.
Eastford residents in need who would like to avail themselves of the food pantry can place a confidential call anytime to Steve or Karen at 974-1618.

ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning,
Personal Injury, Probate, Elder
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning
(& more!)
www.attorneypalulis.com
michele@attorneypalulis.com
158 Main St.., Suite #2
Putnam, CT 06260
(860) 928-9928

860-315-9656
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Holiday Events - All Free - Everyone Invited
Christmas Dinner and Choral Concert
Congregational Church, 8 Church Rd.
Fri., Dec. 1, 11am- 1pm
Join us for a FREE Christmas meal!
Woodstock Academy’s Hill Singers - LIVE!
Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long
Reservations Required – 860-974-0294
Eastford Tree of Life Ceremony
First Time ever in Eastford
Congregational Church, 8 Church Rd.
Sunday, Dec. 3, 5 pm
to benefit Hospice and Palliative Care of Northeast CT
Come, light your love, support Hospice in memory
or in honor of someone special who touched your life.
Info- daykimball.org/TreeofLife
Cookies & Cocoa with Santa
Charlie Brown Campground, Rt. 198
Sat., Dec. 9, Hours: TBD
Time to be determined (see Town of Eastford website:
www.eastfordct.org/eastford
Family Fun—Live Music by Ashford Babcock Band
Live Nativity
Sat, Dec. 9, 6pm
Eastford Elementary School Parking Lot
(inside EES if inclement weather)
12 Westford Rd.
Co-sponsors: Eastford Baptist Church &
Congregational Church of Eastford
Live Music - A Choir of Angels - Shepherds
Live Animals - A Living Tableau of the Christmas Story
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Eastford Baptist Church
Sun., Dec. 24, 4pm
133 Union Rd &
Sun, Dec. 24, 7pm
Congregational Church , 8 Church Rd.
A traditional Christmas Eve Service of
Carols & Lessons by candlelight.
A beautiful way for the whole family to celebrate.
*********************************************

Hours to be determined
see Town of Eastford website:
www.eastfordct.org/eastford
*********************************************************
On November 10, Eastford Elementary School hosted a special Veterans Day Ceremony. A story and photos from that event will be featured in the January Eastford Communicator. Shown below, first graders sing “Yankee Doodle Dandy.” All grades participated. Many veterans were among the 250 people present.
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Act Locally! Ways to Donate:
Eastford's Volunteer Fire Company:
EIFC, PO Box 333, Eastford, CT 06242
Eastford's Food Pantry:
Make checks payable to:
Town of Eastford &
in memo line, write: Food Pantry
PO Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242
EES Student Scholarships:
Make checks payable to:
Eastford Scholarships/CFECT,
Mail to: 68 Federal St.
New London, CT 06320
Eastford Grove Cemetery Assoc.
PO Box 284, Eastford, CT 06242
Eastford Historical Society
PO Box 350, Eastford, CT 06242
Union Society Building Project:
Make checks payable to:
Town of Eastford & in memo line,
write: Union Society Fund
PO Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242
Annual 5-K for cancer patients:
Marilyn T. Krom Foundation
7 Riverside Court, Guilford, CT 06437

EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, INC
Jeannine Spink, Secretary
The October Steak Supper was a success, as usual. Thank you to those who purchased tickets. Our next supper is scheduled for the
3rd Saturday in April, 2018.
There were 10 fire/medical emergencies for the month of October.
On October 17th, members did their annual visit to the EES for Fire Prevention. The purpose of this annual visit is to talk to the faculty, staff, and students about the importance of practicing fire safety. The “alarm” was activated, the company responded with the
ET171 and R171 to “find the alarm area”, and deactivate the alert. The plan established by the school for evacuation of the building
and accountability of students is second to none. Parents can be assured their children are safe and well prepared for any emergency.
Spread the word! Parents – come to the firehouse to visit. As children explore their neighborhoods, they become familiar with the
people who help them feel safe. Get the family involved in preparing for fire safety.
Thank you to Eastford Veterans who have served town and country. On Sunday, November 12 th, the flags and markers at the Grove
Cemetery were removed, to be replaced the week before Memorial Day, 2018.
Fun for children as well as members was experienced on Halloween night. Although most of the town was still in the midst of power outage and trees down, a large number of ghosts and goblins, along with their parents were treated with candy and the annual
“silly string”. See you all next Halloween.
This disruption in our daily schedule, due to no power and trees/wires down should send us all a message to “be prepared”. We prepare for everything in our daily routines, but not necessarily for emergencies. Winter is coming fast. Take the time to stock up and
plan for possible evacuation so we can all remain safe during the winter months ahead. The EIFC will do its best, but safety needs
to be a collaborative effort on everyone’s part.
TIP OF THE MONTH—RECIPE FOR FIRE-SAFE COOKING DURING THE HOLIDAYS
Keep an eye on what you fry.
Don’t leave pans unattended.
Turn pot handles toward the back of the stove.
Wear short sleeves or roll up sleeves.
Keep a pan lid or cookie sheet nearby to smother a pan fire.
Do not use water to extinguish a cooking fire.
Keep the cooking area clear of anything that burns.
More and more people are frying turkeys these days. Follow these safety rules:
Use a fryer with thermostat controls. This will ensure the oil does not become overheated.
Thaw your turkey completely. Ice on the bird will cause the oil to spatter.
Don’t overfill the pot with oil. If you do, the oil will overflow when you add the turkey causing a fire hazard.
Keep children and pets at least three feet away from the fryer.
Always use the fryer outdoors.
By following these safety tips, you will have a delicious and fire safe holiday.
LET THE FIREFIGHTERS HAVE DINNER WITH THEIR FAMILIES, NOT YOURS.
REMINDER: Now is the time to clean around your mailboxes and/or green house number signs. They are FREE. These numbers
that are fully visible will help us to find you quickly. If you have a common driveway that goes to 2 or more houses, get another set
of numbers to direct us to the proper house. Is your green sign o.k. but your numbers not so much? Stop by the station any Wednesday night at 7:00 to get a new set.
WANTED: We are in need of volunteers in all areas of the fire company from firefighting, emergency medical services, and fire
police. If you are not interested in those areas, we certainly can use your help and support at our social events, and the business of
running the organization. We will fit our needs to whatever and how much you are willing to give us. If you would like to discuss
this further, please call 860-974-0630 and leave a message. Someone will get back to you as soon as possible.
This is your town too to keep safe.
*******************************************************************************************************
From the Eastford Republican Town Committee
The Eastford Republican Town Committee wishes to thank the community for all their support during this municipal campaign, and
for coming out to vote on Election Day. We also wish to thank our candidates for their commitment to service. In our small town, we
are very fortunate to have talented and dedicated people willing to contribute their time and effort on behalf of our community. We
look forward to working together in this wonderful place we all call home. We are pleased that you are confident in our ability to
construct a team of fine minded individuals who will work hard for our town.
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News You Can Use
Deb Richards – Emergency Management Director

Library News By Susan Shead
Happy Holidays from the Library Board and staff of the Eastford Public Library. The Library Board welcomes newly elected Library Board
member Carol Barry and returning members Dan Belanger and Rachel
Budd. We wish to thank outgoing member Cecelia Vaida for her
many years of service on the Library Board. Interlibrary loan is back at
The Eastford Public Library! We are hooked up to CONNcert which is
an interlibrary loan service connecting agent verso libraries here in the
Northeast. Looking for a good gift idea for the holiday? Why not adopt
a book from the library and recognize someone special in your life.
The library has many DVD’s and listening CD’s for you to enjoy this
holiday season including White Christmas, It’s a Wonderful Life, The
Polar Express and A Christmas Story. The CD’s include some favorites by Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennet, Josh Groban, Bing Crosby and
Michael Buble.
There are discount passes at the library for Mystic Aquarium, Roger
Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Museum, and free admission passes to the New Britain Museum of American Art, Wadsworth
Atheneum, and Connecticut’s Old State House. We also have coupons
for 20% off general admission for The Connecticut Science Center.

The first big weather event of 2017 is now behind us and
proves how important it is to be prepared. Go to
www.ready.gov for preparedness information.The first thing
everyone should do when they lose power is report the outage
to Eversource! Eversource 1-800-286-2000.
There is a protocol in place from Eversource called
MakeSafe. Priorities for MakeSafe include reporting of
blocked roads, tress on wires and other unsafe conditions involving electrical wires. Eastford follows Eversource
MakeSafe protocol and reports and prioritizes events in town.
Eversource then assesses the situation and how they will proceed with safety and restoration. Our town crew needs to wait
until Eversource moves the trees and wires and informs us
that wires are no longer live. Only then is it safe for public
works to move tress/poles from the roads. Did you know that
some of the new poles in town are owned by Frontier? If one
of these poles are damaged Eversource notifies Frontier who
then must repair or replace the pole. It is helpful to note the
pole number if you are calling in a broken pole. Internet companies must wait until poles and power are restored before
they repair cable wires. There is no way to be sure wires are
not live so always assume the wires are hot! The town crew
will close roads that are unsafe for travel. Please abide by the
road closures to ensure everyone’s safety.
Have patience during power outages. Part of living in a
small town is knowing we do not have a large population and
Eversource restoration begins with restoring the areas with
the largest number of residents without power. If there is
someone in your home with severe medical issues, consider
moving that person to a safe place (maybe with a friend or
relative) until after the storm passes.
Be prepared, have food, water, flashlights, medications and
a backup source for heat. Be ready for the next weather
event….and don’t forget to check in with any neighbors who
might need your help.
If it is a life or death emergency event - always call 911.

Please note: The library will be closed on Monday December 25
and Monday January 1, 2018.
The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to 8pm,
Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm.

DLM
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Int/Ext. Trim
Custom Built-Ins
Kitchen Remodeling
Ceramic Tile

Window Replacement
Computer Stations
Painting Int/Ext
Power Washing
Dan Merlo
974-1824

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available

BUY ONE GET ONE - one lesson - GRATIS
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EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY
REQUEST FOR DONATIONS

Dear Readers:
We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator.
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs.
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can,
please send a donation. Thank you!

Kindly consider assisting the Eastford Grove Cemetery Association in its pursuit of efficient perpetual care of the Grove Cemetery. We are a non-profit group that does not receive funding
from the Town of Eastford. A tax deductible donation from you
will help us meet present and future beautification and maintenance requirements. Contribution in any amount will allow us
to continue to meet the goal of providing a well-maintained,
respectable final resting place for your loved ones.
Additionally, you could leave a gift to the Eastford Grove Cemetery Association in your will or living trust, known as a bequest. This allows you to offer future support without giving up
assets today. Or, you may also wish to consider making "The
Grove Cemetery Association" the recipient of a memorial donation (“in lieu of flowers”).
We appreciate your consideration of our appeal and welcome any
questions or concerns regarding the cemetery operation. Questions? Call (860) 974-1349. You may also visit our website at:
https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/

Your Name:___________________________________________
Mailing address_______________________________________
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________
Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________
Please make checks payable to:
Eastford Communicator
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242
THANK YOU! The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator

Yes, I would like to help. Enclosed is my gift of $
Name

ATTENTION
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month
Eastford Communicator Volunteers
Executive Editor
Carol Davidge
Composition/News
Deb Yazo
Volunteers
Ruth Yulo, Tom French, Megan Calchera
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Communicator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as
offensive or slanderous.

Address
City

State___ Zip__

Gift in memory of
Send to: Eastford Grove Cemetery Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT 06242

Eastford Artist’s Open Studio—Free—Refreshments
December 2, 3—10am-5pm
Bruce Lippincott Nature Photography
157 Old Colony Road (860) 974-1663
www.brucelippincott.com
New England landscapes & seascapes
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Permit No. 37
Willimantic, CT 06226

Dana P. Woods, MD

Tom French, Accountant
Full Accounting & Tax Services
For Businesses and Individuals
12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond)
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net
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