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May 2017 Calendar
1
Senior Citizens, TOB, 11am
Maypole Celebration, EES, 2:15pm
School Readiness Council, EES, 6pm
BOS, TOB, 7pm
Book Discussion, Library, 7pm
2
Conservation Commission, TOB, 7pm
3
Special BOS, TOB, 9am
Nahaco Commission, Nahaco, 7pm
Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7pm
5
Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
6
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
8
Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm
9
Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm
10 Special BOS, TOB, 9am
Recreation Commission, TOB, 1:30pm
Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm-7pm
11 BOE, EES, 7pm
12 Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
13 AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Mother’s Day Crafts, Library, 10:30am
15 Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm
Clean Energy, TOB, 7pm
16 Spring Concert, EES, 2pm
Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm
17 Communicator Deadline
Special BOS, TOB, 9am
18 Preschool Orientation, EES, 6pm
19 Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
Teacher Retirement Recep, EES, 5-7 pm
20 AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
20-21 Town-wide Tag Sale
22 Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm
Town Budget Hearing, EES, 7pm
23 Transfer Station Committee, TOB, 1pm
Band & Chorus Concert, EES, 7pm
24 Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm-7pm
25 Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm
Library Board, Library, 7pm
26 Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
27 AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
29 Memorial Day Parade, Town Center, 10am

BRODEURBITS
[Brodeurbits is a regular compilation of writings and ramblings
from the First Selectman and others and elsewhere, some pro
found, others mundane; all hopefully of interest and import, aimed
at communicating and informing.]
[This month: Deferring and Demurring, Purchasing Policies and
Pedaling Pelotons, Cheers and Jeers]
Due to the incoherence and inconclusiveness of State funding for
municipalities in the 2107-2018 Fiscal Year, the Board of Select
men has voted to defer Town Budget hearings by a few weeks.
The Town Budget Hearing will now be held on Monday, May 22,
2017 at 7 p.m. in the Eastford Elementary School. The annual
Town Budget Meeting will be held on Monday, June 5, 2017, also
at 7 p.m. and also at the School. In a related matter, the regular
Board meeting of June 5 has been rescheduled to Wednesday, June
7, 2017 at 9 a.m. Hopefully, the Board will be able to set the mill
rate for FY 2017-18 at that meeting.
continued on next page

Of Special Interest to Eastford Residents!
Given the volatility and uncertainty of State funding, the Board of Selectmen has changed the dates
of the Town Budget Hearing and the Budget Town
Meeting. The Budget Hearing will now be held on
Monday, May 22, 2017 at 7 p.m. at EES. The Budget Town Meeting will be held on Monday, June 5,
2017 at 7 p.m., also at EES.

Special Note:
Memorial Day Parade, May 29, 10 am Eastford Center
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Thank you to our advertisers & donors!
The Communicator APPRECIATES
& NEEDS your donations!!
Donors & businesses
who advertise make it possible for us to provide
local news & information free every month
to more than 900 Eastford households.
Buy Local! Our advertisers offer
products & services for your every need,
including gifts & gift certificates.
Dine In - Take Out - Catering
PYO Fruit - Pet Care - Lumber & Hardware
Tax & Legal Services - Health Care
Real Estate & Home Services
Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more!
Thank you to recent donors:
Susan Burns & Bob Williams
Susan & Michael Clements
Mary & Robert Parker
Effie Vinal
Carol Davidge
In Memory of Garry Clifford
Memorial Donations are Gratefully
Accepted & Acknowledged
You are keeping the Communicator alive!
Please send donations to:
Eastford Communicator
P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242
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And while you have your calendars out, remember that the
Town’s annual Memorial Day Observance will be held on Mon
day, May 29 while on Saturday, July 8, you can “Experience
Eastford” at the Town’s annual Heritage Day event. Once again
a multiplicity of Town events will preface the annual Eastford
Frog Jump Contest and related activities at the Eastford Congre
gational Church.

and to achieve best value for the Town.

The final aspects of the Mill Bridge Road bridge project are in
process: paving the bridge road surface, installing the final guard
rail accoutrements, landscaping, and aesthetic enhancement of
the abutments and parapets. I hesitate to say “Amen” as yet; I’ll
hold that exclamation in pectore/in my heart until Mid May.
The plan is to repave all of Mill Bridge Road from Route 244 to
Old Colony Road when the new bridge is finally complete.

Cheers, Applause, and Thanks go out to:

Facts and Figures: The total amount of construction for which
building permits were issued by Building Official Joe Pajak in
the January to March 2017 time period totaled $2,340,900. Sig
nificant among this construction--more than $1.5 million--was
Yale University’s replacement of structures damaged by fire in
the Yale Forest and a new research facility in the French Road
area off of Center Pike. [Eastford’s building permit fees are Res
idential-- $10.26 per thousand of value; Commercial--$12.26 per
thousand of value.] In March 2017, Connecticut State Police
Troop D issued eight traffic citations and gave eight written
warnings in Eastford. Eastford Public Works personnel were on
town roads 30 times conducting Winter operations [plowing,
laying down material, etc.] this 2016-2017 season. In 20152016 the number was19, 32 in 2014-2016, and 44 in 2013-2014.

The Board of Selectmen has approved allocation of the $15,060
remaining in the Municipal Reserve Fund from the Transfer Sta
tion Cover Project to pave in the vicinity of the newly-covered
containers.

--Jacob Belanger of Boy Scout Troop 92 for achieving the rank
of Eagle Scout at an early April Court of Honor. Jacob’s Eagle
Project was building tables for use at Nahaco Park.
--the Eastford Baptist Church Olympians [some 15 young people
from First to Sixth Grade], and their adviser Adam Minor, for
collecting and donating some 200 items to the Eastford Food
Pantry.
--Woodstock Academy, and the Eastford students who have at
tended, or are attending, it, for achieving a 98.4 graduation rate in
2016, a three percentage point increase in the 2012-2016 time
period, according to figures recently released by the State Depart
ment of Education.

Memorial Day Weekend, specifically Saturday, May 27, 2017
will see a plethora of pelotons pedal into Eastford as they partici
pate in the Hole in the Wall Camp’s annual Angel Ride. The
School and Town Office Building parking lots have been desig
nated a rest stop for the riders so there will be many cyclists, vol
unteers, and support crews in Town that day. On Friday, June 23,
some 200 cyclists will travel through Eastford on their way from
Boston to Greenwich in the 15th Annual ALS Therapy Develop
The Board of Selectmen is in the process of reviewing and revis ment Institute Tri-State Trek. This ride benefits research on Am
yotrophic Lateral Sclerosis –Lou Gehrig’s Disease. The rest stop
ing Town Purchasing Policies to bring them up-to-date, to as
for this trek is at the Pepper Tree
sure that they are in compliance with Federal, State and local
continued on next page
laws and regulations, to streamline purchasing, to assure equity,
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Campground. Later in the Summer, on Saturday, August 19,
the Steeple Chase Bike Tour, sponsored by Perception Pro
grams and the Windham Area Interfaith Ministry [WAIM] No
Freeze Project, comes into Eastford from Woodstock, with a
rest stop at the Eastford Baptist Church and then on to Ashford
via Center Pike.
Recently, due to safety and public welfare concerns and to
comply with various environmental and public health man
dates, a “No Idling” sign was posted at the Transfer Station.
When I read a litany of some of the reactions to “No Idling” I
knew I am getting too old. Among them: “I can’t read”, “If I
turn off my truck, you will have to help me get it started”,
“This is a brand new truck, it has zero emissions”, “I will turn
it off next time”, “No idling—I thought you meant idle chat
ter”, “I read the regulation—you are allowed to run for three
minutes”, “I will put my truck in gear with the emergency
brake on so that I am not idling”, and, of course, the usual
being told where to go, with the verbal equivalent of a certain
middle digit for emphasis.

Eastford Elementary Teacher Retirement Reception
May 19, 5-7 pm

Report of the Union Society Building Committee
Donations Requested for Tag Sale & Auction
By Carol Davidge, Chair
The USBC will be at the town-wide tag sale on May 20 at EES
and a Silent Auction on July 8 during Experience Eastford. Dona
tions are requested. Of special benefit for the auction are unusual,
like-new items, antiques or new items; furniture is not accepted
due to difficulties in logistics. Some wonderful items donated by
Louise Rickard, the Asa Davis family, Rebecca Gurland and
Bruce Lippincott and others include Cabbage Patch dolls, antique
bottles, collectible puzzles and an antique spool holder. If you’re
doing your spring cleaning or down-sizing, please think of donat
ing to our cause rather than tossing things out. With the state
grants providing a significant, permanent financial basis for fu
ture rehabilitation, funds received from these events is even
more important, so it is a great time to help out. Eastford’s 1806
Union Society Building is a place where tax protests, voting
rights, social and spiritual gatherings happened over 200 years
and everyone was welcome regardless of ethnic origin, spiritual
belief, gender or age.
Donations and Legacy Memorials are needed to move the
project forward. For donations of $100 or more, a plaque
acknowledges the donor and individuals being honored. All pro
ceeds from fundraisers go to the Town of Eastford for the build
ing. To make a donation, please make checks payable to: Town of
Eastford (write Union Society in the memo line), and mail to Un
ion Society Fund, Town of Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT
06242. For information, E-mail: carol.davidge@snet.net.
Board of Education Invites All To
June 8 Reception-Eastford Scholarship Recipients

Eastford Elementary will be saying farewell to three beloved
staff members this year. Mary Guillette, school nurse, Joan
Muller, art teacher, and Meribeth Tedisky, PE and Health
teacher will be retiring at the end of this school year. In honor
of them, a gathering at Camp Nahaco is planned for Friday,
May 19th from 5-7 pm. Members of the community and alum
ni are invited to attend the event which will be catered with
appetizers at the camp pavilion. A five dollar per-person fee is
being collected and RSVPs are politely requested. If you plan
on attending, please e-mail Mary Seguine at
mseguine@eastfordct.org . You may pay at the door, but it
would be appreciated if you could send your remittance to the
attention of “Sunshine Committee” at P.O. Box 158, Eastford
06242 or drop it off at the school office.

The Eastford Board of Education would like to invite Eastford
community members to a reception at Eastford Elementary
School at 6:00 - 6:45 P.M. on Thursday June 8, 2017 to celebrate
the 2017 Eastford Scholarship recipients. Light refreshments will
be served.

May 9 - National Teacher’s Day

Merlo’s Home Improvement

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT

>Custom Kitchens
>Entertainment Centers
>Interior Finish Work
>Additions
>Garages

We Specialize In
American & Italian Dishes
Pizza, Fresh Seafood
And More!
Route 44
Ashford, CT 06278
Peter & George Lytras

860- 429-1932

>Bathroom Vanities
>Hutches
>Exterior Finish Work
>Remodeling
>Roofing

Lauren Merlo
Eastford, CT
(860) 974-3331
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News You Can Use
Deb Richards – Emergency Management Director

Refuse unexpected packages.
Check for loose wires or other suspicious activity around
your car.
Be sure your vehicle is in good operating condition.
Drive with car windows closed in crowded streets. Bombs
can be thrown through open windows.
If you are ever in a situation where somebody starts shoot
ing, drop to the floor or get down as low as possible. Don't
move until you are sure the danger has passed. Do not at
tempt to help rescuers and do not pick up a weapon. If possi
ble, shield yourself behind a solid object. If you must move,
crawl on your stomach.

Safe Travels. Terrorist acts occur unpredictably, making it im

possible to protect yourself absolutely. The first and best protec 
tion is to avoid travel to areas where there has been a persistent
record of terrorist attacks or kidnappings. Most terrorist attacks

are the result of careful planning. Just as a car thief will first be
attracted to an unlocked car with the key in the ignition, terrorists
are looking for the most accessible targets. The chances that a
tourist, traveling with an unpublished program or itinerary,
would be the victim of terrorism are slight. In addition, many
terrorist groups, seeking publicity for political causes within their
own country or region, may not be looking for American targets. Library News
Nevertheless, the following pointers may help you avoid becom By: Susan Shead
ing a target of opportunity. These precautions may provide some
degree of protection, and can serve as practical and psychological
I hope everyone is enjoying a wonderful spring!
deterrents to would-be terrorists.
The Eastford Public Library book discussion will meet on
 Schedule direct flights if possible, and avoid stops in highMonday May 1st at 7:00PM to discuss A Piece of the World by
risk airports or areas.
Christina Baker Kline. A Piece of the World is the book selec
 Be cautious about what you discuss with strangers or what
tion of the Quiet Corner Reads. Copies of the book are available
others may overhear.
at the library. Please join us!
 Try to minimize the time spent in the public area of an air
A Mother’s Day Story Time and Craft will take place for
port, which is a less protected area. Move quickly from the
children ages 3+ on Saturday May 13th at 10:30AM. Registra
check-in counter to the secured areas. Upon arrival, leave the tion is required on or before Saturday May 6 th. Call the library
airport as soon as possible.
at 860-974-0125 or email the library at eastford
 As much as possible, avoid luggage tags, dress and behavior publib@gmail.com. Leave your child’s name age and a phone
that may draw attention to yourself.
numbe that you can be reached at.
The Library Board will hold a small book sale at the school
 Keep an eye out for abandoned packages or briefcases, or
other suspicious items. Report them to airport authorities and for Experience Eastford Day on Saturday July 8 th. However, no
donations from the public are needed at this time.
leave the area promptly.
Some new fiction that we have at the library are Mississippi
 Avoid obvious terrorist targets, such as places where West
Blood by Greg Isles, The Devil’s Triangle by Catherine Coulter,
erners are known to congregate.
Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders, The Roanoke Girls by
 Watch for people following you or "loiterers" observing
Amy Engel, The Black Book by James Patterson and The Girl of
your comings and goings.
 Report any suspicious activity to local police, and the nearest Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See.
There are discount passes available for Mystic Aquarium,
U.S. embassy or consulate.
Roger
Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Museum, and
 Keep a mental note of safe havens, such as police stations,
free
admission
passes to the New Britain Museum of American
hotels, and hospitals. Formulate a plan of action for what
Art,
Wadsworth
Atheneum, and Connecticut’s Old State House.
you will do if a bomb explodes or there is gunfire nearby.
We
also
have
coupons
for 20% off general admission for The
 Select your own taxicabs at random. Don't take a vehicle that
Connecticut
Science
Center.
is not clearly identified as a taxi. Compare the face of the
driver with the one on his or her posted license.
The Library will be closed on Monday May 29 th in observance
 If possible, travel with others.
of Memorial Day.
 Be sure of the identity of visitors before opening the door of
Please note:
your hotel room. Don't meet strangers at your hotel room, or
The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to
at unknown or remote locations.
8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm.
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EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC.
Notice
Submitted by the Board of Trustees
Flags: American flags and Volunteer Fire Department Flags will be
placed at the cemetery during the end of the week prior to the
Memorial Day weekend (May 27-29, 2017); all flags are re
moved after Veterans’ Day (November 11 th).
Veterans Flag Holder: If you are interested in ordering a flag
holder for your veteran’s flag, contact Linda Torgeson at 860974-3311 by Friday, May 5th.
Plot/Space Purchase: appointments can be made to view the cem
etery grounds and to select a plot for purchase. To make an
appointment, call Lauren at 860-974-1349.
Plot Diagrams Available: Plot owners, or a family member, may
obtain a diagram of their plot by writing to: EGCA, INC. P.O.
Box 284 Eastford, 06242.
Mowing Season: Between March 15th and Thanksgiving, live
flowers only may be planted, or placed in plastic pots, within
12”of the base of the monument; all artificial flowers, orna
ments, and other objects are not allowed and will be removed.
Donations Appreciated: If you would like to contribute to the
beautification of the cemetery and future projects, please send
your donation, payable to the Eastford Grove Cemetery Association, Inc., to: P.O. Box 284 Eastford, CT 06242 ( Note:
Grove Cemetery does not receive funding from the town.)
For more information, contact a member of the Board of Corpora
tors: Joe Andert, Bill Bibeault, Audrey Carabeau, Carol Day, Jim
Ellis, Tom Fabian, Ken Grube, Alex Kowalchuk, Bev Lindemann,
Jim Vaida, Paul Vaida. Board of Trustees: Lauren Anderson, Her
man Barlow, David Barlow, Scott Huri, Faye Logee, Linda Tor
geson, Rick Torgeson

Town of Eastford General Scholarship Funds
By Linda Loretz, Superintendent
Eastford has a deep sense of history, and a wonderful tradition
of helping “paying it forward.” Educational scholarships are one
example of Eastford’s generosity. Eastford is fortunate to have
13 permanent scholarship funds, eight for post-secondary educa
tion plus five for eighth-grade awards. The oldest of these was
created in 1954 in memory of Principal Eleanor K. Lewis by her
former students. The newest scholarship fund is the Eastford
General Scholarship Fund (non-endowed). Donations to this
fund will be used for scholarship awards each year, and there is
no minimum (or maximum) amount for individual donations.
Everyone contributing to this fund will be recognized in the year
of the donation. Donations, large and small, will add up to
meaningful support for our students. Eastford also has the
Eastford General Scholarship Fund (endowed) that welcomes all
donations and is a permanent fund that will support scholarships
for Eastford residents forever. For donations of $10,000 or
more, donors may create criteria for recipients. For example, the
Dennis Barlow Scholarship supports science, engineering and/or
pre-med students. Harold Carpenter’s Scholarship supports the
study of history. The Ester and Lucie Harmon and Leta Sabin
Trepal Scholarship gives special consideration to non-traditional
students returning to education. Mary King Sharpe’s Scholar
ship is for business majors. To learn more, contact: Linda
Loretz, Superintendent, (860) 974-1130 or Lilli Rhodes, Com
munity Foundation, (860) 442-3572. For information on the many
ways you can give back to your community, contact the Community
Foundation of Eastern Connecticut, which manages Eastford’s scholarship
funds (www.cfect.org).

Memorial Day
May 29, 2017
Remembering those who
died while serving in
America’s armed forces.
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Eastford Readiness Initiative
AKA Eastford’s Preschool Program
Jennifer Barlow
www.eastfordct.org

Eastford's Fifth Graders Create Bottle Biographies

Fifth grade students recently completed a project in which they
read a biography, wrote a report, and created a "bottle doll" of
their noteworthy character. The characters that were chosen
varied from famous people in history such as Benjamin Franklin,
Galileo Galilei, and Walt Disney to technological wizards like
Steve Jobs and Bill Gates. Add to that, a few famous sports heroes including Muhammad Ali, Jerry Rice, Stephen Curry, and of
course, Tom Brady. Rounding out our eclectic subjects were the
ever-entertaining Elvis Presley, and Steven Spielberg, and finally
the infamous Jesse James. The students reported that they enjoyed this unique project and felt challenged as well. According
to one fifth grader, "I liked making the clothes for the bottle doll
out of sheets of fabric." Another reported that the most challenging aspect of the project was "putting everything I learned
all together into a biography." The whole class unanimously
recommended that future fifth graders also do this project in
order to learn about fascinating people as well as prepare themselves for more report-writing in middle school. Take a look at
the cast of characters that were studied!

Update
The Readiness Program is currently accepting registration for
the 2017-2018 school year. If you would like a form please con
tact the school office or find the registration form on the school’s
website. Having accurate numbers helps the Council with the
registration process. We have already had a number of inquiries
and registrations handed in.
The preschool class is keeping busy with normal activities
and a couple more trips to the public library. The students are
excited for an upcoming field trip to the Southwick Zoo. Our
program has been chosen to pilot a new assessment from the
State Department of Education. The State produced new curric
ulum a few years ago and are now trying to create assessments
that align with it. Staff is looking forward to exploring and get
ting a sneak peak of the assessment. Over the next month and
half there will be Kindergarten transition activities with the Kin
dergarten teacher. On May 18 at 5:00pm, there will be an orien
tation for all parents of upcoming preschool students. Please
RSVP by emailing Mrs. Kopplin (email below) or calling the
school (860-974-1130)
For more information on the program please look on-line at
the Readiness Handbook or by contacting the Head Teacher,
Christine Kopplin at ckopplin@eastfordct.org or the Readiness
Council Liaison, Jen Barlow, at jbarlow@eastfordct.org
Mark your calendar!

Muhammad
Ali

Elvis
Presley

May 1: Readiness Council Meeting 6:00 (Eastford Elementary
School Teacher’s Lounge)
May 18: Upcoming Preschool Orientation night 6:00 (Eastford
Elementary School Library)
June 5: Readiness Council Meeting 6:00 (Eastford Elementary
School Teacher’s Lounge)

Galileo
Galilei

Annual Mother’s Day Rose Sale

Steve Jobs

Jesse James

The Eastford Republican Town Committee will be hosting their annual
Mother's Day Rose Sale. The cost of
a dozen roses will be $15.00, with a
delivery date of Thursday, May 11,
2017.

Benjamin
Franklin

Submitted by Mrs. Lori Reynolds

All interested in purchasing roses may contact Jennifer Page, Chairman, Eastford Republican Town
Committee at (860) 974-2533. Thank you for your
support.
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From the Principal’s Desk
Heather Tamsin

Eastford Seniors
By Linda SM dos Santos

May is an exciting time of the school year! There are many
wonderful events being held during the month of May. Follow
ing is information on some of the events, but look to our website
calendar (www.eastfordct.org) for up-to-date information about
all events.

The Eastford Senior Citizens (ESC) brought “spring or
bounce” into this year’s April Spring Celebration Dinner. The
change in venue and the addition of a band made all the differ
ence. The Midway Family Restaurant, 174 Ashford Ctr., (rte 44)
in Ashford, CT served a terrific turkey dinner with a serveyourself salad & soda bar. The comfortable booths helped mem
bers, friends, & family mingle more, as they hopped from booth
to booth visiting and enjoying conversations. Soleil & Suns Bak
ery of Woodstock outdid themselves, with a vanilla & chocolate
multi-layered cake, stuffed with an inch thick whipped cream &
sliced strawberries, topped with an edible photo of Bill Hopkins,
a surprised ESC Honorary Member. Eastford Building Supply,
The Sunshine Shop Florists of Dayville, & Putnam CVS provid
ed numerous surprises. The band, “Second Helping” cut loose
with Johnny Cash and other artists. Guests encircled the band
(like teen groupies) and sang & swayed to the music. Eastford
resident, William “Bill” Stephen Hopkins, former President of
the Eastford Senior Citizens, was honored for his years of service
and membership. Hopkins is only the second member to receive
this distinction.
SAVE THE DATE: Monday, MAY 1 at 11 AM, National
Law Day Presentation at the Eastford Town Office Building.
Over-stuffed ½ sandwiches provided by the Coriander Café and
beverages & fruit by the Eastford Senior Citizens will be availa
ble, Members $4, Non-members $7, call 860-538-8868.
Interested in becoming a member of The Eastford Senior Citi
zens, receive a BONUS-EXTRA 2 MONTHS, if you apply now,
call 860-538-8868. If you are interested in volunteering, call 860538-8868.




On May 1 at 2:15pm, the kindergarten and eighth grade
students will have their annual Maypole Celebration. The
community is welcome to join us.
On May 16 at 2:00pm will be our preschool through grade
4 Spring Concert. The students have been working hard and
are looking forward to performing in front of an audience.



On May 18 at 6:00pm is Preschool/Kindergarten Orienta
tion evening for families of children entering preschool or
kindergarten next school year.



May 23 at 7:00pm join us for our annual Band and Chorus
concert. This concert is a culmination of our musicians’
hard work this year.

DLM
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Int/Ext. Trim
Custom Built-Ins
Kitchen Remodeling
Ceramic Tile

Window Replacement
Computer Stations
Painting Int/Ext
Power Washing
Dan Merlo
974-1824

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available

BUY ONE GET ONE - one lesson - GRATIS
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Eastford Independent Fire Company #1, Inc.
By Jeannine Spink, President
The company responded to 22 emergencies during the month
of March.
Congratulations to Nate Fabian. Nate successfully completed
his EMT refresher. Good job!
It’s cleanup time. While raking and cleaning your yard and
around your driveway entrances, please take note of your green
house number signs. Did it disappear during the winter? If you
need to replace the sign and/or the numbers, stop by the fire
house any Wednesday night between 7:00 – 8:00 to get new,
FREE ones. Of particular importance are common driveways.
Not only is it imperative to have numbers at the beginning, it is
equally as critical to have another set designating your particular
driveway.
DID YOU KNOW? On average, homeowners pay around
$1.40 a day for a full-time paid fire department including sala
ries and benefits. If you own a smart phone, you pay $3.40 on
average a day for it. That cell phone won’t DIE for you, wont
PROTECT your property, won’t SAVE your life, won’t CUT
you out of a car after an accident and won’t PERFORM CPR.
The difference is, of course, YOUR fire department is 100%
volunteer, 24/7 response doing the same job and not compen
sated. There are no other community services or boards in com
munities that will interrupt family gatherings, get out of bed in
the middle of the night, stand out in inclement weather, risk
injury every time a house is entered when “911” is called, ex
pected by employers to report to their paying jobs the next
morning ready to work comparable to the volunteer fire service
member.
We have expenses to keep our doors open. Thank you to
those who send us donations occasionally for services provided,
town allocation and support of our two steak suppers.
Our volunteer fire companies struggle with a much larger
problem. In every community across America, firefighters and
emergency service technicians risk their lives to safeguard their
fellow citizens. Answering duty’s call at any hour of the day or

night, we put everything on the line to get the job done. Cour
age and commitment to saving lives and property is a testament
to the honor of our profession.
Often times, we hear how some fire department is at a nearcrisis state to close its doors because it cannot attract enough
volunteers to adequately protect its community. Municipal, state
and federal officials need to put aside the notion that the volun
teer fire service can be had on the cheap; that it’s a budget sav
er. Not so.
It is going to take legitimate pay and benefits to attract and
retain good emergency personnel. Paying a few hundred dollars
a year is unlikely to cut it in the emerging economic world vol
unteer firefighters and medical technicians find themselves in.
Even a small deduction in property taxes that some communi
ties offer their volunteers is not enough to attract members and
keep them. This is called RECRUITMENT AND RETEN
TION.
NFPA data shows that the number of volunteers peaked in
1948, and hit bottom in 2014. The root of the problem lies in
our rapidly changing economy and the stresses it has put on the
volunteer for increased education and training, in addition to
emergency responses culminating in less a desire for sense of
community safety and volunteerism.
Fire service members and community leaders need to reach
out to state officials to reiterate the value and cost of providing
fire and emergency protection BEFORE cuts are made. This
needs to be an ongoing conversation in every jurisdiction and at
every level of government.
The pattern of struggling fire departments is deeply set and
cannot be changed by one meeting or one election. It will take
a concerted effort to recalibrate the perception of the value the
VOLUNTEER fire departments deliver.

Pfalzgraf Pfarm
65 Ashford Center Rd (Rt 44)
Ashford, CT 860-429-0144
Spring is finally here!!!

Our Farm Stand will open May 13th
We have 67 varieties of herbs,
42 varieties of tomato plants,
43 varieties of vegetable plants,
68 varieties of perennials, &
30 varieties of annuals. We also have a
a selection of house plants, air plants &
hanging baskets. We will be at the
Ashford Boy Scouts’ Mother’s Day Sale,
selling herbs & vegetable plants. That sale
will be located across from the Ashford
Town Hall. A portion of our proceeds will
go to the Ashford Boy Scouts.

Our hours are: Sat & Sun, 9-5,
Mon-Tue-Wed & Fri, 10-5, Thurs, 12-5
(or when our flag is out)
If you need us other time, just call.
If we’re home, we’re open. Hope to see you
soon.
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Report of the Board of Education
By Linda Loretz

Memorial Day Parade
May 29th
Eastford's Memorial Day Parade starts at
9:30 a.m. at the Eastford Elementary
School. Community members are invited to
participate in the parade.
Immediately following the parade, a Memorial Day Ceremony
will take place at the Veteran's Memorial. The ceremony includes
an invocation, the recognition of an Eastford Veteran, the laying
of a memorial wreath by the scouts, a Military Salute, and musi
cal presentations by the Eastford Singers, the Woodstock Coro
net Band, and Eastford Elementary School Students.
Preceding the parade, Memorial Day services will take place at
the General Lyon Cemetery at 8:30 a.m. and the Grove Cemetery
at 9 a.m. In the event of rain, the parade will be cancelled and the
Memorial Day Ceremony will be held in the school. All are wel
come to attend.

At its April meeting, the Board of Education set the last day of
school for Monday, June 19, 2017. The eighth grade graduation
will be held on June 19.
Revisions to the Hallam-ICS report regarding an architectural
study of the gym’s roof was presented to the Board. There was
discussion regarding the priorities listed in the report regarding
overall energy efficiency and HVAC concerns at the school.
The Board approved the hiring of two teachers who will begin
during the 2017-18 school year: Speech and Language
Pathologist, Rachelle Mauer and PE and Health Teacher, Tyler
Bridgewater
The Board heard about the Scholarship Committee’s plan to
solicit local businesses for scholarship donations. They are in
favor of this endeavor.
An updated mathematics book for grades one through six,
enVision Math 2.0, was approved. This new textbook will be
consumable for these grades; students will be able to write in the
books, which eliminates the need to copy information from a
hard covered textbook.
The Board of Education decided to purchase thirty Chrome
books for the school. Middle School students will have access to
this platform in addition to the 100+ MacBooks that the school
owns.

From the Assessor’s Office
The Homeowners program runs from February 1 – May 15th. If
you received a letter from the Assessor’s Office to file this year
please try to do so as soon as possible. Make sure you bring
proof of income, copy of tax return if required to file and a copy
of your SSA-1099. The Additional Veteran’s Program for 2017
is also due to be filed as well as the Local Option Homeowners
program. The Renters program has just started April 1 st and runs
through October 1st. Please bring proof of your income, annual
rent payments and electric bills. Additional information may be
found at: https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/1128. If you have
any questions feel free to contact Mary Lavallee at 860-9741291 X7 or assessor@townofeastford.com

ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning,
Personal Injury, Probate, Elder
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning
(& more!)
www.attorneypalulis.com
michele@attorneypalulis.com
158 Main St.., Suite #2
Putnam, CT 06260
(860) 928-9928
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DID YOU KNOW?
By the Eastford Historical Society
In 1872 the farm at the top of Sumner Hill Road in Eastford was
owned by a man named A B. Yetter. Mr. Yetter was a New
York City truckman who operated many horse-drawn vehicles.
When his horses became lame or footsore from the hard city
pavements, they were shipped to Abington by rail, brought to
Eastford, and allowed to rest and recuperate on his farm. After a
restorative stay on Yetter Hill they were sent back to the city and
returned to service. Mr Yetter also grew and baled hay which he
shipped to NYC to feed his horses.

The Eastford Historical Society
The Eastford Historical Society seeks community support for its
mission of collecting, preserving and sharing documents and arti
facts that help tell the story of Eastford’s unique history. Both
volunteer and financial support are critical.
Community Challenge: The Lathams will match all dues and
donations received by June 30, 2017, to a maximum of $5,000.
Dues and/or tax deductible donations can be transmitted using the
membership form on the Town of Eastford website: https://
www.eastfordct.org/Page/93.
The Society thanks you for your support of its important educa
tional mission!

From His Oaks Ministries
His Oaks Ministries thanks the Eastford residents for your kind
ness in the continued donation of redeemable cans and bottles to
our ministry. There is a contribution box at Eastford Center
across from Coriander and two at the Eastford Transfer Station,
for those who are interested in participating. Donations can also
be dropped off directly at His Oaks, located at 147 Union Road
in Eastford. We thank you for all you have done and will contin
ue to do to support us!
Trever Primus- Program Manager
860-942-2859

May 14, 2017

10

The Eastford Communicator
Tips for Today
by Liz Ellsworth
Happy Spring!

Dear Readers:
We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator.
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs.
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can,
please send a donation. Thank you!

May is the perfect time to brush up on your local flora. What
blossoms do you see? What new leaf growth do you note?
How quickly are the buds on the vegetation in your favorite
outdoor spaces opening? Observe and learn: Utilize New
comb’s Wildflower Guide written by Lawrence Newcomb and
illustrated by Gordon Morrison. There are many ecology apps
you can use on your Smartphone, such as the Arbor Day Tree
Identification app or Leafsnap, FlowerChecker, or the Garden
Answers Plant identification app.

Your Name:___________________________________________

Mailing address_______________________________________
ATTENTION
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to
Deb Yazo:
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month

City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________

Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________

Eastford Communicator Volunteers
Executive Editor
Carol Davidge
Composition/Layout
Deb Yazo
News Collection
Deb Yazo
Volunteers
Ruth Yulo
Tom French
Megan Calchera
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Communicator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as
offensive or slanderous.

Please make checks payable to:
Eastford Communicator
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242
THANK YOU!
The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator
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Dana P. Woods, MD

Tom French, Accountant
Full Accounting & Tax Services
For Businesses and Individuals
12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond)
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net
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