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July, 2016 Calendar
1 Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am
6 Yoga, Nahaco, 6pm – 7pm
Nahaco Commission, Nahaco, 7pm
7 Agriculture Committee, TOB, 7pm
8 Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am
9-10 Re-enactment: Civil War Battle
of Wilson’s Creek/Fall of
Gen. Nathaniel Lyon,”
Pomfret (see p. 4)
11 BOS, TOB, 7pm
Clean Energy, Library, 7pm
12 Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm
Conservation Commission, Library, 7pm
13 Communicator Deadline
Recreation Commission, TOB, 2pm
Summer Assembly at EES (all welcome):
“Barynya Russian Dance Troupe,” 3pm
Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm
Yoga, Nahaco, 6pm – 7pm
15 Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am
16 Experience Eastford/Heritage Day(see cover pages)
18 “Read to the Dogs,” Library, (preregister),
6-7:30pm
19 Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm
20 Yoga, Nahaco, 6-7pm
22 Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am
26 Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7:30pm
27 Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm
28 Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm
Property Taxes due by August 1

BRODEURBITS
[Brodeurbits is a regular compilation of writings and ramblings from the First Selectman and others and elsewhere,
some profound, others mundane; all hopefully of interest
and import, aimed at communicating and informing.]
[This month: Future and Closure, Mountain Laurel and
Laurels, Clean and Mean]
I want to thank the citizens of Eastford for their unanimous
support for, and passage of, the Fiscal Year 2016-2017
Town Government and Board of Education budgets at the
annual Budget Town Meeting on May 31 which enabled
the Board of Selectmen to maintain the mill rate at 25.11,
no increase. The unanimity of approval was indeed gratifying, particularly in light of the vagaries and volatility of the
State Budget process this year. And, we apparently are not
done yet. The Governor has exercised his line item veto to,
in effect, cut some $20 million in aid to cities and towns.
We as yet have no town-by-town breakdown of the impact
of this cut, nor do we know in
continued on next page
Thank you to our advertisers & donors!
The Communicator APPRECIATES
& NEEDS your donations!!
Donors & businesses
who advertise in The Eastford Communicator
make it possible for us to provide
local news and information free every month
to more than 900 Eastford households.
Our advertisers offer
products & services for your every need,
including gifts & gift certificates.
Health Care
Dine In - Take Out - Catering
Pet Accommodations - Lumber & Hardware
Fruit, Pies, Local-made Specialties - Crafts
Beauty & Spa Care - Tax & Legal Services
Real Estate & Home Services
Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more!
Thank you to recent donors:
Arlene Bowen
Susan Clements
Mary Beth Gorke-Felice
Lt. Col. Nancy Samuelson in memory
of Charlie Sanga & Lillian Bennett*

*************************************
Of Special Note
July 9-10: Re-enactment: Civil War Battle, Pomfret
July 13, 3pm - Russian Dance, EES, All Welcome
July 16: Experience Eastford Day-Family Fun
July 18, 6-7:30pm - “Read to the Dogs,” Library

*Note: Memorial Donations are Gratefully
Accepted & Acknowledged

Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays, TOB - Yoga

You are keeping the Communicator alive!
Please patronize our advertisers &
Thank donors & advertisers for supporting
YOUR Eastford Communicator
Please send donations to:
Eastford Communicator
P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242

Reminder for School Vacation:
The Library has discount/free passes to the
Connecticut Science Center, museums, zoo, parks
& other destinations.
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what categories funding will be reduced. Let us keep our
fiscal fingers crossed.
One of the benefits of living in Eastford in June is the
spectacular floral display provided by Connecticut’s State
Flower, the mountain laurel, which grows in profusion in
the woods and other sylvan dells throughout town. For
example, a drive along newly paved and chip-sealed
Crystal Pond Road from Route 171 to French Road offers
a horticultural phantasmagoria of laurel in the Yale Forest. Our forests are both a hallmark of Eastford and one
of the benefits we derive from living here. This thought
precipitates, once again, recognition of the professionalism and capability of Eastford Independent Fire Company
#1 in its recent containment of the structural fire at the
Yale facility off of Center Pike Road. The rapid response
and quick action on the part of our firefighters, along with
mutual aid responders, in the face of difficult conditions—such as access to water—resulted not only in the
structural fires being contained but also in inhibiting the
extent of the fire so it did not spread to the contiguous
Yale Forest itself.
The Board of Selectmen, meeting in regular session on
June 6, 2016, approved incorporation of the Eastford
Clean Energy Task Force into the Eastford Conservation
and Historic Preservation Commission as a subcommittee
of the Commission. It also appointed Steve Broderick as
an Alternate Member of the Commission for a term ending June 30, 2018 and appointed Tom Hughes to the
Commission as a Regular Member for a term ending June
30, 2017. In further action, the Board appointed Georgianne Copley, Mary Ellen Ellsworth, Paul Torcellini,
Arvind Shaw, Bob DiQuattro, Ken Andersen, and Tom
Hughes to serve as members of the Clean Energy Subcommittee for two-year terms, ending June 30, 2018.
At that same meeting, the Selectmen made the annual
appointments and reappointments to Town Boards, Committees and Commissions, along with Town positions
such as Tree Warden, Burning Officials, Town Attorney,

Emergency Management Director, et al:
The Town of Eastford Plan of Conservation and Development for 2016-2026 has been completed, adopted
by the Planning Commission on May 10, 2016, and with
all required statutory steps having been fulfilled, submitted to the State Department of Policy and Management
[OPM]. Not only does this submission provide the Town
with a planning blueprint for the next ten years, it fulfills
a statutory requirement to assure that Eastford receives
discretionary State funding for that ten-year time period.
The Plan is available for perusal on the Town website at
www.eastfordct.org/TownofEastford.
With the advent of Summer, here is a report on various
Public Works and facilities-related projects: The drainage project at Westford/Ashford Roads is complete, as is
the paving and chip-sealing of portions of Crystal Pond
Road. Roadside mowing is taking place and will be completed later in July. The Mill Bridge Road bridge deconstruction continues and we look forward to the start of
construction of the new bridge. The installation of covers
over certain containers at the Transfer Station proceeds
apace and should be completed soon. With the School
year having ended, the removal and replacement of the
School oil tank is being undertaken. At the other end of
the parking lot, the septic tank for the Town Office
Building is being replaced and issues with climate control
in the Historical Society’s archival storage area in the
Lower Town Office Building are being addressed to assure preservation of Town historical documents and artifacts.
Wouldn’t It Be Nice If:
Drivers were alert to the fact that turtles [and chickens] have to cross the road, particularly in egglaying season, and it is better to stop to let them
cross, or help them across, rather than driving
over them.
continued on next page
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Folks didn’t drop large household appliances off at
the entrance to the Transfer Station when it is
closed.

News from the Registrars
The Presidential Primary held on April 26th was a busy day.
183 Democrats and 201 Republicans cast their ballots. The
registrars will have a table set up during Experience
Increased traffic enforcement [excessive speed, traffic
Eastford’s Heritage Day Event at the Eastford Elementary
sign violations, etc] by Troop D of the Connecticut State
School on July 16th. We will have our registration cards
Police continues in Eastford. May saw troopers issuing
available and encourage anyone who has not yet registered
20 traffic citations and eleven warnings; April had 15 cita- or needs to register with a party or change party to take adtions, seven warnings, and March figures were 10 and
vantage of this time to do so. We also encourage young
five.
people who will turn 18 by November 8th to register at
The State of Connecticut wants you to be safe and inthis time so you can vote in this year’s very important
formed during emergencies in our area, including public
election.
health threats, dangerous weather, fires, and public safety Joyce Merlo and Nancy Mayhew, Registrars
incidents. Register now with CTALERT to receive alerts
instantly any way you choose—home phone, mobile
Editor’s Note on the April 26 Presidential Preference Priphone, E-mail, work number, or text message. Text your mary
zipcode to 888-777 or sign up at www.ctalert.gov. ConBy Carol Davidge, as reported to Associated Press
necticut’s Emergency Alerting and Notification System
will then keep you up to date before, during and after an
The Town of Eastford vote results in the April 26, 2016
incident.
Presidential Preference Primary are as follows:
“CT ALERT: We Can’t Alert You If We Can’t Reach
Democratic Presidential Primary Results:
You.”
Rocky de la Fuentes-1
I was reminded recently that you have to travel just a
Hillary Clinton - 62
short distance up County Road to evidence a significant
Bernie Sanders -117
manifestation of support for our modern military in the
Uncommitted- 3
form of Whitcraft whose talented workforce every day
Republican Presidential Primary Results:
right here in Eastford produces complex sheet metal fabri- Ted Cruz-48
cation and precision machining for the aerospace industry. Ben Carson-3
Currently Whitcraft plays a critical role in the production Donald Trump-94
of the F-35 Lightning II, the world’s most advanced multi John Kasich - 60
-role fighter—providing unmatched capabilities to miliUncommitted-5
tary forces around the world. A few weeks back U.S.
Representative Joe Courtney, State Senator Tony Gugliel- ************************************************
mo, and myself joined Lockheed Martin, Pratt & WhitHow can you help the Eastford Food Pantry?
ney, and Whitcraft management and staff for a cockpit
The Eastford Food Pantry is funded through the generous donademonstration of the sophisticated capabilities of this
tions of people like you, including churches and businesses in our
leading edge aircraft. We’ve come a long way from the
community. Donations can be made payable to: Town of Eastford
dead reckoning and “East is least, West is best” naviga(Food Pantry on memo line), PO Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. As
tion principles I taught navigator cadets at Lackland Air
generous as friends of the pantry are, there is usually a decline in
Force Base back in 1959.
donated food during the summer months. The need, however, reRemember to “Experience Eastford” on Saturday July
mains steady.
16, 2016 when we celebrate Heritage Day. Come one,
Among items most needed are: low sugar cereals, oatmeal, rice,
come all!
tuna, canned fruits and juices, peanut butter, jelly, pasta sauce,
macaroni and cheese, bisquick or baking mix, granola bars, flour,
sugar, coffee, tea, toiletries. Please consider buying a few extra
items on your next trip to the grocery store. You can drop them off
in the Selectmen’s Office or call Karen & Steve Broderick for pick
-up at 860-974-1618.

Merlo’s Home Improvement
>Custom Kitchens
>Entertainment Centers
>Interior Finish Work
>Additions
>Garages

>Bathroom Vanities
>Hutches
>Exterior Finish Work
>Remodeling
>Roofing

Lauren Merlo
Eastford, CT
(860) 974-3331
3

The Eastford Communicator
LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EASTFORD
The Town of Eastford having legally voted to lay a tax rate
of 25.11 mills on the Grand List of October 1, 2015 hereby
warns those persons liable for taxes to said town that said
taxes become due and payable on July 1, 2016.
All Motor Vehicle taxes and all other taxes of One Hundred Dollars or less are payable in one installment, on or
before August 1, 2016. August 1, 2016 postmarks are accepted as being on time. All other taxes may be paid in
two installments, the second installment becoming due on
January 1, 2017.

News You Can Use
Deb Richards – Emergency Management Director
U.S. GOVERNMENT COUNTERTERRORISM
EFFORTS

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the
FBI continue to provide guidance to state and local partners
on increased security measures. The public may observe an
increased law enforcement and
security presence across communities, in public places and
at events in the months ahead. This may include additional
restrictions and searches on bags, more K-9 teams, and the
use of screening technologies. The FBI is investigating potential terrorism-related activities associated with this broad
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday & Wednesday
threat throughout the United States. Federal, state, and local
10:00 a.m. to Noon &
authorities are coordinating numerous law enforcement ac1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
nd
th
tions and conducting community outreach to address this
2 & 4 Tuesday of
every month Open until 6:30 p.m. evolving threat.
STAY INFORMED
The U.S. Government will provide additional information
Interest will be charged from due date on any tax or part
about any emerging threat as additional information is identhereof not paid on or before August 1, 2016 at a rate of
1.5% per month from due date of July 1, 2016. Minimum tified. The public is encouraged to listen to local law enpenalty is $2.00. All Motor Vehicle taxes not paid by Au- forcement and public safety officials. Americans are urged
to continue to travel, attend public events, and freely associgust 1, 2016 will be reported as delinquent to the Motor
ate with others but remain vigilant and aware of surroundVehicle Department and registrations will be denied.
If you receive a tax bill from a town you did not reside in ings.
on October 1, 2015, please contact the assessor. If you do BE PREPARED • Be prepared for increased security and
not receive a tax bill for your real estate, motor vehicle or plan ahead to anticipate delays and restricted/prohibited
personal property please contact my office at (860) 974items. • In populated places, be responsible for your person1885 Ext. 6 for a duplicate bill. Per Connectictut Genal safety. Make a mental note of emergency exits and locaeral Statutes, failure to receive a bill does not relieve
tions of the nearest security personnel. Keep cell phones in
you of obligation to pay any tax or interest that is due. your pockets instead of bags or on tables so you don’t lose
them during an incident. Carry emergency contact details
CHRISTINE E. HUSTUS
and any special needs information with you at all times.
Tax Collector, Eastford
HOW YOU CAN HELP • Report suspicious activity to
*********************************************** local law enforcement or public safety officials who are best
Historic Re-enactment - The Battle of Wilson's Creek positioned to respond. • Suspicious activity or information
about a threat may also be reported to Fusion Centers and
(or The Fall of Eastford’s General Nathaniel Lyon)
the FBI’s Field Offices - part of the Nationwide Suspicious
Activity
Reporting Initiative. • Learn how to recognize
July 9-10, 2016
signs of pre-operational planning associated with terrorism
22 Harrisville Road (& neighboring Land Trust), Pomfret, or other criminal activity.
CT
866-HLS TIPS
************************************************
Breakfast & Lunch Daily
Dinner Wed-Sat 5-8pm
(Check Website for Specials)
Sandwiches, Organic Coffee, Baked Goods - WIFI
Hamburgers, Build Your Own Subs - BYOB
Hours: Sun 8am-4pm Mon 7am-4pm Tues 7am-7pm
Wed thru Sat, 7am-8pm
Call-in Orders & Catering Available
www.coriandercafeeastford.com
(860) 315-7691
192 Eastford Road Eastford, CT 06242

Nature Walks Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of
Joshua’s Tract Conservation & Historic Trust
Many special events are being planned throughout the year
to showcase the Trust’s properties in our 14 town area.
Come, explore over 20 trails accompanied by knowledgable
guides. Participants will be awarded prizes for a certain
number of walks recorded in their “Passports”, specially
made for the Anniversary.Please call the Trust at 860-4299023, watch local publications and visit our website
www.joshuastrust.org for information and ongoing updates.
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Eastford Independent Fire Company #1, Inc.
From: Jeannine Spink, President
CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to our EMS
members who recently passed their recertification classes
for another three years. They are EMS Captain/EMT
Jeannine Spink, Captain/EMR James Roy, Lieutenant/
EMR John Paquin, EMS Lieutenant/EMR Debi Johnson,
and EMT Tony Greer.
Included in May meetings were the monthly business
meeting and Line Officer’s Meeting. Drills included
ladders, practicing restriction skills / equipment and preparing for the Memorial Day festivities.
Although the parade was cancelled on Memorial Day,
members participated in the event held at the school. We
proudly exhibited our banner, and two of our vehicle acquisitions – ET171 and R171 were on display outside the
school.
On Saturday, May 7, representatives of the town,
school, and fire department attended an all day seminar
titled Disaster Response was held at the Pomfret School
and presented by FEMA. The purpose of the seminar
was to establish coordination within and between towns
in the event there is a natural or man-made disaster.
Members installed 63 fire department markers and
flags at the Grove Cemetery and four at other cemetery’s
to honor deceased members who served as firefighters,
EMS, and Ladies Auxiliary. Flags will remain until after
Veteran’s Day.
Special recognition was given to Chief Gordon Spink,
and Captain James Roy from EIFC and Nick Webster
from the Bungay Fire Brigade for the heroic life-saving
measures they exhibited at a call on August 17, 2015. A
certificate and medal was presented to each by the CT
DEEP – Division of Environmental Conservation Police,
“for their efficiency and ability to quickly react selflessly
in order to save the life of a 9 year old child and four others in the water.”
On Saturday, May 28th, members of the EIFC and our
mutual aid departments successfully controlled and extinguished a major fire in Yale Forest on Center Pike in
Eastford. Departments worked cohesively and efficiently
to extinguish what could have been disastrous for this
area. All departments involved fought an 8- hour battle
to keep the fire from travelling further into the forest.

All are to be commended for a fight well fought.
Thank you for the support and kind words the department has received since that fire. They are very much appreciated.
TIP OF THE MONTH: ‘MAKE WATER SAFETY
YOUR PRIORITY’
Swimming is the most popular summer activity. The
best things you can do to help your family stay safe are:
 Enroll in age-appropriate swim lessons. Ensure that
everyone in the family learns to swim well.
 Swim in designated areas supervised by lifeguards.
 Always swim with a buddy, do not allow anyone to
swim alone – use the buddy system.
 Never leave a young child unattended near water. Do
not trust a child’s life to another child.
 Have young children or inexperienced swimmers wear
an approved life jacked around the water.
 Establish rules and enforce them without fail, i.e., set
limits based on each person’s ability.
 Even if not swimming, be cautious around natural bodies of water. Cold temperatures, currents and under

water hazards can make a fall into these bodies of
water dangerous.
 If you go boating, wear a life jacket. Most boating
fatalities occur from drowning.
 Avoid alcohol use. Alcohol impairs judgment, balance
and coordination, affects swimming and diving skills
and reduces the body’s ability to stay warm.
 Install and use barriers around a home pool or hot tub.
Safety covers and pool alarms should be added as additional layers of protection. If you have an aboveground or inflatable pool, remove access ladders and
secure the safety cover whenever the pool is not in use.
 Keep toys that are not in use away from the pool and
out of sight. Toys can attract young children to the
pool.

Live Bait

Starting April 8:
Fri-Sat: 6am-6pm
Sun: 8am-4pm
Mon: Closed
T-W-Th: 7am-5pm
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Eastford Scholarship Steering Committee Report

Fiddle & Song
By Tom French
tomfrench@charter.net

The Committee joins with the Board of Education and the
entire Eastford community in commending and applauding
Eastford’s college, high school and elementary scholarship
and award recipients. Recipients of scholarships and
awards within the Scholarship Committee’s stewardship
purview:
Dennis Barlow Scholarship-Teagan Lynch and
Daniel Whittenburg;
Eleanor K. Lewis Scholarship-Sierra Goodwin;
Edith Wheaton Smith Memorial Scholarship-Hannah
Budd, Robert Johnson, Morgan Lundy and
Kara Singleton;
Esther & Lucie Harmon & Leta Sabin Trepal ScholarshipHannah Budd, Sierra Goodwin,
Daniel Whittenburg & Abigail Willis;
Mary King Sharpe Memorial Business Scholarship-Abigail
Willis;
Emil Vaida Scholarship-Robert Johnson;
Harold Carpenter Fund Scholarship-Robert
Johnson;
Ethel Gardner Scholarship-Stacey Yazo & Ryan Whittenburg;
Olivette Kozey Art Award-Zoe Marshall;
Roger Mason Day Memorial Award-Zoe Marshall; Allen
James Day Memorial Awards-Mia Edards & Danielle
Chaput;
William Shand Memorial Award—John Tasko;
William S. Warren Academic Award-Zoe Marshall. Anyone wishing to add to one of the above scholarship or
award funds can do so by contacting the Community
Foundation of Eastern Connecticut; information:
www.eastfordct.org/scholarships.
We further equally commend and applaud Eastford student award recipients at EES graduation:
American Legion Award-Zachary Bertram;
Presidential Academic Fitness Award-Izetta
Asikainen, Danielle Chaput, Eva Farutin, Kayla
Gaudreau & Zoe Marshall;
Math-Science-Technology Award-Izetta Asikainen;
Joseph St. King Award-Judy Thavone;
Local Hero Scholarship-Austin Varrieur;
Arboriculture Award-Diamond Green;
Humanities Award-Danielle Chaput;
Principal’s Recognition Award-Kayla McKinney &

During the 1940’s, jazz evolved into a
style known as be-bop, of which trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie and saxophonist Charlie “Bird” Parker
were by far the most influential players, Essentially,
their be-bop treats all melody notes and all harmony
notes as simultaneously valid in every instant. Jazz,
which never followed a formal set of rules, suddenly became a style of pure feeling and momentary intention:
sound cut loose in time. Many thought this chaotic new
sound would be short lived due to the lack of structure,
but during the ‘40’s and 50’s the large structured jazz
bands died out and the small personal modern jazz ensemble was firmly established. Today when you hear a
jazz concert, you are feeling a moment, which never before existed and will never again exist.
In F&S we improvise.
It sets us free and assists in the very necessary relaxation needed to bow smoothly and in coordination with
fingering. There are no wrong notes; there are only other
notes. Play what comes to you; follow your variation
when we play together. There are many beautiful ways to
fit together. For practice we suggest you freely play
around with musical ideas during most of your playing
time. Find a few notes; if interesting, let them extend
their intention. If not, find others.
Of course F&S includes advice on handling a fiddle,
and knowledge of musical scale and harmonic progression, but we are always really seeking the love and joy of
self-expression. That is always possible for everyone at
any level of skill and ability.
FOR SALE OR FOR LEASE PURCHASE

Nathaniel Johnson

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT
We Specialize In
American & Italian Dishes
Pizza, Fresh Seafood
And More!

EASTFORD YOUNG 2900 SQ FT COLONIAL
BIG BRIGHT COMFORTABLE RMS, 1.8 ACRES,
24’ DECK, PERENNIAL FLOWER GARDENS, SHED,
WOODSTOCK ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
PRIVATE SETTING, CALL 860-538-8868

Route 44
Ashford, CT 06278
Peter & George Lytras
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Eastford Readiness Initiative
AKA Eastford’s Preschool Program
Jennifer Barlow
www.eastfordct.org
Update
The Readiness Program is currently accepting registration for the 2016-2017 school year. If you would like a
form please contact the school office or find the registration form on the school’s website.
Preschool has been busy. They have gone to the Library, Lutz Children’s Museum, and a trip to Bakerwoods in Ashford. The Bakerwoods trip was also open
to next year’s preschool students that have already registered. The Preschool class also performed in the
Spring concert. The current 4 year olds are busy and
excited with all the transition activities to get them acquainted with what Kindergarten has in store.
We had a great year and hope you all have a fun safe
Summer! Look for us at Experience Eastford!
For more information on the program please look on
-line at the Readiness Handbook or by contacting the
Head Teacher, Christine Kopplin at ckopplin@eastfordct.org or the Readiness Council Liaison,
Jen Barlow, at jbarlow@eastfordct.org

FROM THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE
Motor Vehicle Adjustments
In order to have a motor vehicle bill adjusted we require two
forms of proof. The first would be a copy of the vehicle plate
return receipt that you get from DMV when you return your
plates. The second is something proving you got rid of the
vehicle. Some of the accepted proofs are: a copy of the bill of
sale, an out-of-state registration, an insurance statement that
specifically states your vehicle was either stolen or totaled.
You can also submit a junked vehicle statement from the
junk yard or a copy of your purchase agreement if you traded
in a vehicle and bought a vehicle with lower value. If you
traded a vehicle and kept the same plate do not bring us any
documentation because DMV will process it.
PLEASE BE SURE TO REVIEW YOUR MOTOR VEHICLE BILLS CAREFULLY TO BE SURE ALL YOUR
VEHICLES ARE LISTED.
The Renter’s Relief program began April 1st and will run
through October 1, 2016. You will need to provide proof of
income, rents paid and utilities for the 2015 calendar year.
The 2015 income limits are: $35,200 for single and $42,900
for married filers.
The Assessor’s Office is open Tuesdays from 4:30 to 7:30
pm and Fridays from 12:30 to 4:30 pm. The office telephone
number is 860-974-1291 X7. The email is assessor@townofeastford.com

DLM
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Int/Ext. Trim
Custom Built-Ins
Kitchen Remodeling
Ceramic Tile

Window Replacement
Computer Stations
Painting Int/Ext
Power Washing
Dan Merlo
974-1824

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available
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Ocean Commotion:
Diving Into Noah’s Flood
Vacation Bible School
July 31-August 5
for kids going into
Kindergarten-6th Grade
Eastford Baptist Church
133 Union Road, Eastford
(860) 974-1414
www.eastfordbaptist.com
From the Principal’s Desk
Heather Tamsin
I hope that everyone is enjoying the summer and finding time for friends and family. Things are quiet in the
school building, but we are working hard in preparation
for another successful school year.
Our Parent Teacher Organization and Readiness Liaison will have tables set up at Experience Eastford on
July 16. Please stop by to find a book, participate in an
activity or get information. We hope that everyone is
finding time to read and that students are keeping track
of their reading for the Governor’s Challenge.
We will be hosting a summer assembly with Barynya
Russian Dance Troupe on Wednesday, July 13 at 3:00
pm and hope that community members and families
will be able to join us. The assembly should be very
entertaining and lasts for about 45 minutes.

Oil Tank Replacement
From Linda O. Loretz, EES Superintendent
Important:
At the end of June and continuing into July, the underground oil tank in front of the school will be replaced.
During construction, the site will be fenced off and there
will be caution signs around it. It is important that all
citizens heed the caution signs and keep away from the
construction area. If your children or young adults ride
bicycles, skateboard, walk or use the school parking lot
for any other activities, please be sure that they understand that the construction area is off limits and dangerous.
At its June meeting, the Eastford Board of Education
changed the 2016-17 school calendar so that parent conferences will not be on the same night as a Board of Education meeting in November. The conferences will now
be scheduled on December 1 and 2. These fall conferences and those in the future will now coordinate better
with the distribution of report cards. The revised calendar will be emailed to parents and posted on the school’s
website.
Eighth graders Mia Edwards and Izetta Asikainen presented a slide show about their Washington, DC trip to
the Board of Education in June. They emphasized the
educational value of the trip.
Also in June, the Board of Education rescinded layoff
notices, increased salaries of employees who are not affiliated with a collective bargaining group and set the
tuition for non-resident students.

School will resume for students on Wednesday, August
31, 2016. The 2016-17 school calendar is available on
the school’s website:
http://www.eastfordct.org/files/filesystem/2016-2017%
20EES%20School%20Calendar.pdf

WE HELP PUT IT ALL TOGETHER

You want the hair gone - you want it gone now!
I understand. So do the marketers for all those
creams, waxes, devices and products that promise to
remove all your excess hair instantly, painlessly and
permanently. Quite truthfully, you already know that
unwanted hair doesn't disappear that easily. Electrolysis is different – the continuous progress leads to the
permanent removal of your unwanted hair. Simply call
and we can come up with a plan together. I still have
some available time slots.
(Like RS Electrolysis on Face Book for encouragement – you are not alone)

Our experienced team of navigational
partners offers customized financial
planning & wealth management
to help ensure your FINANCIAL STRATEGY
stays CONNECTED TO YOUR GOALS

WEISS & HALE
FINANCIAL, LLC

Plan Well. Invest Well. Live Well.

TM

697 POMFRET STREET
POMFRET CENTER, CT 06259
860-928-2341
WWW.W EISSANDH ALE. COM

Renee Schmidt - Ashford
RS Electrolysis 860-377-5334

We offer custom managed investment programs best suited for
portfolios over $500,000. Securities and advisory services offered through
Commonwealth Financial Network, Member FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment Adviser
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of summer! For More Ideas, go to: https://acespace.org/
blog/10-easy-and-fun-fourth-july-and-summer-green-tips
The Eastford Communicator

Mailing address_______________________________________

Eastford Seniors
ATTENTION
by Linda SM dos Santos
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to
Deb Yazo:
At a brunch sponsored by the Eastford Senior Citizens on
E-mail:
June eastford.communicator@gmail.com
9, “Sugar Blues” and “The Wonders of the Honey
Deadline:
2ndpresented
Wednesday
each Month
Bee” were
byofLinda
Watson of Daimond Health

age of 12 months are NOT given honey, as their systems
are not fully developed, & they can become mortally ill.
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________
Putnam Attorney Michelle Paululis, who recently was
appointed Eastford Agent for the Aging, Robin Sabad, staff
member of CareNet of NE CT, and Officers of The
Eastford
Senior
Citizens
- Audrey
Plantier, Linda SM dos
Things
you’d
like to
see covered:
_______________________
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it, how
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Connecticut. Come at NOON and bring a preVolunteers
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like
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to
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pared
food
item to share. Pre-Register is required, call/text
Tom French
group, contact LindaWatson@outlook.com. Linda trained THANK
860-538-8868
YOU! by Noon Thurs., July 14.No alcoholic beverat the Institute for Integrative Nutrition. She is a Certified ages permitted.
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include subNutrametrix Consultant, a Certified Health Coach and is
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LarryorOuillette,
a retired nurse & a 30-year beekeeping
offensive
slanderous.
hobbyist, is a gardener and lecturer at local schools. He
demonstrated the working parts of a fabricated hive, a video and photographs of the day-to-day process of honey
production. He currently produces about 80 pounds of
honey per year with 40,000 bees. There is an art to moving very, very slowly near bees so they will not harm you.
Russian settlers and others introduced honeybees to North
America from 1500-1600. The African bees produce more
honey than the North American honeybee. The African
bees, introduced to Brazil, are much more aggressive. African bees will sting in large groups, at one time, which
may cause severe injury, or even death. Children under the
ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning,
Personal Injury, Probate, Elder
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning
(& more!)
www.attorneypalulis.com
michele@attorneypalulis.com
PO Box 616
158 Main St., Suite #2
Putnam, CT 06260
(860) 928-0506
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The Eastford Communicator
Library News
By: Susan Shead

Report of the Union Society Building Committee
By Carol Davidge, Chair

The Library Board and staff would like to thank everyone who came to our Tea in the Garden on Saturday June
11th. We had a lovely time celebrating the 120th anniversary of the Eastford Public Library with our friends and
neighbors! The summer reading program begins on Monday June 20th. On your mark, get set READ! is the name of
our program. Children who sign up and come to the library
each week are eligible for prize drawings that are held
throughout the summer. Special events this summer at the
library include Read to the Dogs on Monday July 18th from
6:00-7:30PM (registration necessary) and Pumpernickel
Puppets on Saturday August 6th at 10:30AM. Some library
history for the summer: since 1940 the library’s allocation
has risen steadily as state aid also has increased. Although
this enabled the library to purchase more books and magazines and expand its activities, the librarians and library
board have repeatedly emphasized the problems resulting
from inadequate space. The problem was alleviated slightly when some books were discarded in order to make more
room on shelves.
There are discount passes available for Mystic Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Museum, and free admission passes to the New Britain Museum of American Art, The Wadsworth Atheneum and Connecticut’s Old State House. We also have coupons for 20%
off admission to the Connecticut Science Center.
Please note:
The library will be closed on Monday July 4th in observance of Independence Day. Library hours are Monday
3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to 8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm.
The Eastford Public Library
Summer Reading Program 2016
On your mark, Get set… READ!
Registration begins Monday June20th
Grades 6+Become a Junior Volunteer at the library
this summer and
Have a children’s book dedicated in your name!

Thank you to Carol Molnar, Janet Bellamy, Ken and Suzanne
Anderson and Barbara Aquila for their donations and to Betsy and
Bob DiQuattro, Susan Burns, Karen Butts, Mary Ellen Ellsworth,
Tony Fasolo, Leslie Lavallee, Bob Williams and others for helping raise more than $600 during the town-wide tag sale in May.
We also thank donors of interesting objects to the USBC Silent
Auction on July 16 (see Experience Eastford cover flyer). All proceeds go to the Town of Eastford to improve the building, which
is town-owned.
History of the Union Society
People who settled Phoenixville were mostly immigrant families who followed Baptist, Catholic, Lutheran, Presbyterian or
other faiths. But until 1818 in Connecticut, local government was
run by members of the Congregational Church. You could vote
only if you were male, a property owner, a member of and paid
taxes to that church. Male Phoenixville property owners would
have paid taxes but because they were not members of that faith
(Congregational), they couldn’t vote on town affairs. Early Union
Societies were formed to protest the status-quo so that taxpayers
who had a different faith from Congregational could have an impact on how they were governed.
The phrase “Separation of Church and State” is not in the US
Constitution.
It became a rallying cry when, in 1801, soon-to-be U.S. President
Thomas Jefferson wrote to Danbury Baptists stating that the Constitution stipulates that the “legislature should ‘make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,’ thus building a wall of separation between Church
& State." “Disestablishment” from governance by the Church
became a Connecticut law in 1818. Families in Phoenixville gathered in the 1806 building at Rts. 44/198 for much of the past two
centuries. An early mission was to teach children to read on Sundays, because many rural children did not attend school due to
workdays of up to 14 hours on farms or in factories. At the Union
Society, all were welcome regardless of spiritual belief, ethnic
heritage, gender or age. The building is one of only two Union
Society buildings still standing in Connecticut.
Legacy Memorials & Donations
For donations of $100 or more, a memorial plaque will
acknowledge the donor and list names of individuals being honored. All proceeds from fundraisers go to the Town of Eastford to
improve the building so it can again be used as a meeting place. If
you would like to make a financial donation, please make your
checks payable to: Town of Eastford (write Union Society in
the memo line), and mail to Union Society Fund/Town of
Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. For E-mail:
carol.davidge@snet.net with “Union Society” in subject line.
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The Eastford Communicator
Tips for Today
Dear Readers:
by Liz Ellsworth
Summer is here and school is out for the year! Fun is one
We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator.
of the only things on your “to do” list! Make your summer Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs.
a bit more eco-friendly. Many of the following ideas help
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local
combat global climate change: utilize the sun’s power, and events, town government, committees, organizations. We need
make sun tea; give your air conditioner a break and seek
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can,
out fun in “AC locations,” such as a movie theater; hang
please send a donation. Thank you!
your laundry in the sunshine; support your local farmers’
markets: take reusable containers to BBQs so that you can
easily bring home the tasty leftovers. Enjoy the lazy days
Your Name:___________________________________________
of summer! For More Ideas, go to: https://acespace.org/
The Eastford Communicator
blog/10-easy-and-fun-fourth-july-and-summer-green-tips
Eastford Seniors
by Linda SM dos Santos
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offensive or slanderous.
hobbyist, is a gardener and lecturer at local schools. He
demonstrated the working parts of a fabricated hive, a video and photographs of the day-to-day process of honey
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