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Selectman's Snippets:
Budget- Town Budget Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, May 15th at 7pm - all are welcome!
Cyclists- An AngelRide to support the Hole in the Wall Gang Camps Hospital Outreach program with approximately 200 cyclists will pass through Kennerson Road on Saturday, May 26.
Please share the road safely.
Alarm Systems- Updating has been done in both the Town Office Building and the Fire Department.
Construction- During the month of May there will be paving done on Westford Road. During
the months of May and June there will be resurfacing and drainage improvements done at the
Transfer Stations. Please use caution while driving in and around these areas.
Traffic- I would like to caution all of you who drive on our roads to PLEASE adhere to the speed limit signs. There
are many people who enjoy walking the country roads, young children walking to school, there are bicyclist on the
roads as well. Your help in driving safely guards the well-being of all who enjoy our community.
Seniors- Linda Colangelo, Education and Communication Coordinator for the NDDH, is teaming with Day Kimball
Hospital to visit Eastford and give a presentation on “Fall Prevention” on May 9. She will include information about
why many falls take place especially for our seniors. They will offer a Postural Screening, Blood Pressure Screening, and Balance Assessment. All are welcome; lunch will begin at 11:00am, $4.00 - $7.00 per person. The presentations begin at 11:30am. Please contact Linda dos Santos at 860-538-8868 for more information.
Memorial Day- There are scheduled events starting at 8:30am at the General Lyon Cemetery, 9am at Grove Cemetery,
and 9:30am, a Parade will start at Eastford Elementary School and will end at the Ivy Glenn Memorial Building followed by a ceremony. All are welcome!
Police Services- During the month of March, Troop D responded to 48 calls. These calls of service included:
Accidents: 1, Criminal Invest: 2, Larcenies: 0, Traffic Citations: 14, Written Warning: 5, and Non Reportable Matters:
45.
Respectfully yours, Jacqueline Dubois, First Selectman
THANK YOU DONORS!

The Communicator needs your donations!!
Many communities no longer receive town news
as costs rise. If every household that receives the
Communicator would make a donation on every
June 1, YOUR paper would be secure. Donors &
businesses who advertise make it possible for us
to provide local news & information FREE every
month to more than 900 Eastford households.
Please continue to support YOUR town paper.
Please Buy Local! Our advertisers offer gifts,
products, gift cards & personalized service.
THANK YOU RECENT DONORS:
Lauren Anderson
Art & Lennox Brodeur
Margarita Halpine
Carolyn Hazard
Brian Holley
Lindon Tree Service
Michele Ann Palulis, Esq.
Lt. Col. Nancy B. Samuelson USAF Ret.
Please send donations to:
Eastford Communicator, P.O. Box 253
Eastford, CT 06242

Of Special Note
CALENDAR OF EVENTS (p. 7)
May 9, 11 am TOB—NOT JUST FOR SENIORS: Fall
Prevention Program with other events, presented by
legendary actress/singer Linda Colangelo, NE District of
Health & Day Kimball Hospital (p.5)
May 12, Boy Scout Mothers Day Flower Sale
Old Ashford Post Office, 9-3
May 12, Mothers Day Story & Craft for Kids
Library, 10:30am
May 13, Boy Scout Mothers Day Flower Sale
Old Ashford Post Office, 9-12
May 13. Museum of Eastford History, 65 John Perry
Road, 2-4pm
May 14-Voter Deadline, see Registrar Info, p.11
May 19-20,Townwide Tag Sales
May 27, May 13. Museum of Eastford History, 65 John
Perry Road, 2-4pm
May 28—Memorial Day Ceremonies:
General Lyon Cemetery, 8:30am
Grove Cemetery, 9am
Parade & Ceremony, EES to Veterans Memorial, 9:30am

1

Eastford Readiness Council Maribeth Stearns, SRC Liaison
Update
Let me introduce myself – I am the new Eastford School Readiness
Council Liaison. Jen Barlow stepped down at the end of March and we
want to thank her for all of her hard work and dedication to our program. I have been in the Early Childhood field for many years and have
been involved in School Readiness programs for over 15 years. I look
forward to working with everyone on the council and in the preschool
program here in Eastford. The Council continues to review policies to
ensure that our program remains current and ready for our NAEYC
renewal. We have successfully renewed our accreditation for the 201819 year and will begin working on the 5 year re-accreditation this summer. The Preschool has planned several transition activities for the 4year olds who will be entering Kindergarten in the Fall. There will be
Kindergarten activities for the 4 year olds on April 27th, a May Orientation and a “Meet and Greet” in August. Stay tuned for more information!

News from the Principal
By Carole McCombe
I am pleased to announce that we have hired a certified Spanish teacher. Mrs. Catherine DePercio comes to us with previous teaching experience and plans to begin on Monday, April
23, 2018. She will work with students in grades 3-8 and focus
on thematic units that integrate Spanish language and culture
with a mix of language immersion techniques and hands on
activities for students. Please join me in welcoming her to our
school community!
Students in grades 7 and 8 will begin Smarter Balanced
Assessments on Tuesday, April 24. Students in grades 5 and 6
will begin on May 1 and students in grades 3 and 4 will begin
the week of May 7. Each grade level will be assessed in both
English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics with a variety
of questions, task and responses. These results will be compared to results from the past two years and will be used to
determine student academic growth. Students in grades 5 and
8 will also be assessed in science using the new, Next Generation Science Standards Assessment. These grades at Eastford
Elementary School piloted this assessment last year and now it
has been adopted by the State of Connecticut as the measure
with which public schools will assess student growth in the
field of science. Similar to Smarter Balanced Assessments,
these newer assessments are much more rigorous than our
previous assessments. Students are encouraged to come to
school well rested and prepared to do their best work. Any
questions regarding the assessments or testing schedule should
be directed to classroom teachers.
Our Preschool and Kindergarten programs are both planning transition activities for current students and incoming
students for next school year. Please check our school website
for updated information regarding these events. If you have
children eligible to attend either Preschool or Kindergarten
and have not yet registered, please contact the school office as
soon as possible so we can get necessary information out to
you. The school office phone number is 860-974-1130 and our
website is: www.eastfordct.org.

Get Involved
Experience Eastford!
Experience Eastford, our
annual Town summer
event will be held on July
14. Everyone is invited to
share their ideas and to
help create a fun event for
our families and friends.
Our next meeting will be
Wednesday, May 23 at 10
am at the Town Office
Building lower
level.Please join us or
share your ideas by email:
Selectmen
@townofeastford.com.

Merlo’s Home Improvement
>Custom Kitchens
>Entertainment Centers
>Interior Finish Work
>Additions
>Garages

>Bathroom Vanities
>Hutches
>Exterior Finish Work
>Remodeling
>Roofing

The Arc
Emporium

Lauren Merlo
Eastford, CT
(860) 974-3331

A unique
shopping
experience!
22 Rt. 171
Woodstock, CT
860-928-4727

2

EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, INC.
By James Roy, President
It is with heavy hearts that the EIFC announces the passing of
two of its members.
Everett Harding joined the Company in 1963 and served primarily as Fire Police for 50 years. He served on the Board of
Directors from 2005 to 2015, and Fire Police Officer from
1971 to 1989. He, along with his wife Helen (Ladies Auxiliary)
was a fixture at all our fundraising events. Everett served us
well.
We also mourn the passing of EMS Lieutenant Silas Bunnell. Silas joined the department as a junior member in 2013.
An eager and hard working member, he was promoted to the
position of EMS Lieutenant in 2017. He always took pride in
his work, his computer expertise and only a phone call away
to support his peers and fellow offices. He recently began
training and became quite proficient as a pump operator on
Engine Tanker 171. Silas was destined to follow in the footsteps of his dad, former Chief Dean Bunnell. He has left his
EIFC family much too soon, but we will forever be thankful
for our moments together and the smiles and laughs that he
brought to the firehouse with every visit. R.I.P CAR 971
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Eastford Emergency Registry (In a true emergency always call 911)

Date of Application:_______________

The Town of Eastford has a registry for residents with disabilities, chronic conditions, and healthcare needs in order that
emergency responders might be better able to assist them in times of an emergency. This is an opportunity for you to provide information that may help emergency responders meet your needs during or after an emergency situation. Instructions: To be included
in this registry, please fill out one form, sign it, and send it to the Emergency Management Director, Eastford Town Office Building P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242, ATT: Emergency Management Director. If you cannot fill out this form on your own, please
have a family member or caregiver complete the form, sign it, and submit it on your behalf. Please call (860) 974-0133 (extension
110) with any questions. This form can also be sent electronically to emd@townofeastford.com
General Information
NAME: _______________________________________ SEX: __Male __Female __ Year of Birth: _________
STREET ADDRESS: ________________________________________ Town_________________________
HOME PHONE: _________________CELL:_______________EMAIL________________________________
If we cannot reach you is there someone else, we may call? ____Yes ____No.
Name______________________________________________________ Phone number____________________
Mobility:
Are you confined to bed? ___Yes ___No Can you walk with assistance? ___Yes ___No
Which of the following do you use: (Check all that apply) ___Wheelchair/Mobility Vehicle ___Prosthesis
___Walker/Cane ___Crutches ___Assistive Animal _______Other _______None of the above
Vision, Hearing, Speech and Other Disabilities:
Do you have any hearing, vision or other disability? ___Yes ___No. If yes, please explain:
Life Support Systems:
Are you reliant on any form of life supporting equipment? _____Yes _____No If yes, please explain:
Is there other medical information you would like us to know?
NOTE: by signing this form and submitting it to the Town of Eastford I agree to permit my information to be shared with local and state emergency responders. I understand that while the TOWN will share this information in order to better assist me during an emergency, they cannot guarantee my assistance in all cases. I also understand that this is a volunteer program.

Signature of person filling out form: _____________________________________________________
Printed name________________________________________________________________________
Eastfordemergencyregistyupdate03/18
*********************************************************************************************************************

EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC.
Notice
Submitted by the Board of Trustees
Flags: American flags and Volunteer Fire Department Flags will be placed at the cemetery on Friday, May 25 th @ 5:00 p.m.
The Memorial Day weekend is May 26-28, 2018; all flags are removed after Veterans’ Day, November 11 th.
Veteran Flag Holder: If you are interested in ordering a flag holder for your veteran’s flag, contact Lauren Anderson at 860974-1349 by Friday, May 11th.
Plot/Space Purchase: Appointments can be made to view the cemetery grounds and to select a plot for purchase. To make an
appointment, call Lauren at 860-974-1349.
Plot Diagrams Available: Plot owners, or a family member, may obtain a diagram of their plot by writing to: EGCA, INC.
P.O. Box 284 Eastford, 06242.
Mowing Season: Between March 15th and Thanksgiving, only live flowers may be planted, or placed in plastic pots, within
12”of the base of the monument; all artificial flowers and ornaments are prohibited during the mowing season and
will be removed.
Donations Appreciated: If you would like to contribute to the beautification of the cemetery and future projects, please send
your tax deductible donation to: The Eastford Grove Cemetery Association, Inc., P.O. Box 284 Eastford, CT 06242
(Note: Grove Cemetery does not receive funding from the town.)
For more information, contact a member of the Board of Corporators: Joe Andert, Bill Bibeault, Audrey Carabeau, Carol Day,
Jim Ellis, Tom Fabian, Ken Grube, Bev Lindemann, Faye Logee, Jim Vaida, PaulVaida
Board of Trustees: Lauren Anderson, Herman Barlow, David Barlow, Scott Huri, Alex Kowalchuk, Linda Torgeson,
Rick Torgeson
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Library News by Susan Shead
A Mother’s Day Story Time and Craft will take place for children
ages 3+ on Saturday May 12th at 10:30AM. Registration is required on
or before Saturday May 5th. Call the library at 860-974-0125 or email
the library at eastfordpublib@gmail.com. Leave your child’s name
age and phone number.New movies available at the library are Darkest Hour, Lady Bird, The Florida Project and Australia to the Max.
There are discount passes available for Mystic Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Museum, and free admission
passes to the New Britain Museum of American Art, Wadsworth Atheneum and Connecticut’s Old State House. We also have coupons for
20%off general admission for The Connecticut Science Center.
Please note: The library will be closed on Monday May 28 th in honor
of Memorial Day. The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday
10am-8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am-1pm.
*******************************************************
Recreation News by Valerie Katkaveck, Chair
Special thanks to Jeanine Spink for helping out with the Easter Egg
hunt and future interest in the rec events. Our meetings are the third
Wednesdays of every month at 4:30 and anyone interested is welcome. Town Wide Yard Sales will be May19 & 20. Please email
valkat@charter.net with any questions and your sale info for the
map. This is a free town service and the map is both downloadable
and printed. We advertise in some local papers and post flyers in surrounding towns. There will be yoga at Crystal Pond Park (formerly
Camp Nahaco) for nine weeks, beginning May 30th from 5:30-6:30
pm. Weather allowing, the yoga practice will be outdoors by the dining hall with a view of Crystal Pond. Inclement weather will bring us
indoors into the dining hall. This is gentle yoga, suitable to beginners
and yogis who want a gentle workout. Bring your own mat, or mats
will be provided. email Sue@sogo618@charter.net

Board of Education by Linda Loretz
At its April meeting, the Board of Education set the last day of
school for Wednesday, June 20, 2018. The eighth grade graduation will be held on June 19. The Board approved the hiring of
two teachers: Catherine DePercio as a Spanish teacher and
Elizabeth O’Hara to teach art. Mrs. DePercio has already begun
teaching at Eastford Elementary School. Ms. O’Hara will begin
in the fall. The Board accepted the scholarship committee’s
recommendation to move half the funds in the non-endowed
scholarship fund to the endowed fund and award the remaining
funds to a 2018 scholarship recipient. The Board reviewed the
PowerPoint that will be used to highlight its budget at the
Budget Hearing.
Information regarding ECS (Educational Cost Sharing) funds
was discussed. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017,
Eastford received $1,092,027 in ECS funding. This year, fiscal
year 2018, $951,624 has been received. It is not known whether
additional funds will be forthcoming. Various proposals about
ECS funding for upcoming years are being generated by the
governor and state legislators. If you are interested in following
the developments with the state budget and funding for municipalities, there are many good websites that offer frequent updates. Imperial Roofing, a Cromwell company, has been
awarded the contract for replacing the gymnasium roof. That
work will begin in June. More details about this project can be
found on the school’s website at https://www.eastfordct.org/
Page/1561
A number of community members commented about concerns regarding Woodstock Academy. The Board also heard
citizens’ views about the Woodstock Public Schools’ offer to
receive Eastford elementary and middle school students on a
tuition basis. The Eastford Board of Education assured the
community that there is no plan to change current practices of
educating preschool through grade eight students at the
Eastford Elementary School. Furthermore, it was made clear
that any future decisions that would affect where preschool
through grade eight students are educated would include the
input of parents and community members. The Board also determined that it would be advantageous to obtain additional
views from community stakeholders about elementary, middle
and high school education. It was decided that the Eastford
Board of Education should sponsor another Community Conversation, similar to the program that was held in 2009. The
report from the 2009 Community Conversation is available at
https://www.eastfordct.org/Page/379. The 2018 Community
Conversation, to be scheduled in the fall, will include discussion about designated high schools as well as the future of
Eastford Elementary School.
The Board of Education invites Eastford community members
to a reception at Eastford Elementary School at 6-6:45 pm on
Thursday June 14, to celebrate the 2018 Eastford Scholarship
recipients. Light refreshments will be served.

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT
We Specialize In
American & Italian Dishes
Pizza, Fresh Seafood
And More!
Route 44
Ashford, CT 06278
Peter & George Lytras

(860)429-1932
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May, 2018 Calendar
1
2
4
5
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
15
16
19
20
21
23
24
25
26
27
28

Conservation Commission, TOB, 7pm
Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7pm
Special BOS, TOB, 9am
Crystal Pond Park Com, Crystal Pond Pk, 6pm
Yoga, TOB, 8:15 – 9:15am
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
School Readiness Council, EES, 6pm
BOS, TOB, 7pm
Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm
Senior Citizens, Special Health Program
with Linda Colangelo: Fall Prevention &
Health Screenings, TOB, 11am
Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm
Agriculture Committee, TOB, 7pm
Mother's Day Rose delivery
BOE, EES, 7pm
Grove Cemetery Flag Order Deadline
Mothers Day Flower Sale, Ashford, 9am-3pm
Mothers Day Story/Craft, Library, 10:30am
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Mothers Day Flower Sale, Ashford, 9am-12noon
Museum of Eastford History, 2-4pm
Annual Town Budget Meeting, EES, 7pm
Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm
Communicator Deadline
Special BOS, TOB, 9am
Recreation Commission, TOB, 4:30pm
Town-wide Tag Sale
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Town-wide Tag Sale
Yoga, TOB, 5:30 – 6:30pm
Clean Energy, TOB, 7pm
Experience Eastford Meeting, TOB, 10am
Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm
Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm
Library Board, Library, 7pm
Yoga, TOB, 8:15 – 9:15am
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
Museum of Eastford History, 2-4pm
Memorial Day Parade, 9:30am
(Gen. Lyon Cemetery, 8:30am)
(Grove Cemetery, 9 am)

TOWN OF EASTFORD - NOTICE TO DOG OWNERS
LICENSES MUST BE OBTAINED
DURING THE MONTH OF JUNE
Each owner or keeper of a dog of the age of six months or older, except dogs kept under a kennel, shall cause such dog to be
licensed in the Town Clerk’s Office in the town where such dog
is kept, ON OR BEFORE JUNE 30th ANNUALLY, or at such
time as such dog becomes six months old, and annually thereafter, on or before June 30th.
Any owner or keeper applying for a license for a dog shall
submit to the town clerk a RABIES CERTIFICATE signed by
a veterinarian, or a copy thereof, stating that such dog has
been vaccinated against rabies, the date of the vaccination and
the duration of the immunity provided by the vaccine. No license shall be issued unless the certificate indicates that the
immunity provided by the vaccine is effective at the time of
licensing.
Proof of spay or neuter is required in the form of a veterinarian’s certificate. Kennel licenses also need to be obtained
or renewed in the month of June.
FEES:
SPAYED FEMALE or NEUTERED MALE… $8.00 each
FEMALE OR MALE
……………………$19.00 each
KENNEL LICENSE (10 TAGS) ………… $51.00 each
A $1.00 per month penalty will be charged for each dog that
remains unlicensed.
Melissa Vincent
Town Clerk
*****************************************************
The Woodstock Academy Honor Roll - Eastford Students
Second Semester-Quarter 3
HIGH HONORS: Grade 9: Hannah Curtis, Lily Patenaude, Clayton Singleton; Grade 10: Zachary Bertram, Zoe Marshall; Grade
12: Griffin Edwards, Chelsea Wise
HONORS: Grade 9: Gavin Miller; Grade 10: Izetta Asikainen,
Mia Edwards, Kayla Gaudreau, Nathaniel Johnson, Judy Thavone;
Grade 11: Victoria Arnold, Madelyn Grube, Nicole Marmat, Luke
Mathewson, Kelsey Tyler; Grade 12: Caleb Budd, Ryan Miller,
Michele Wysocki
RECOGNITION: Grade 9: Cedric Bilica; Grade 12: Xinchi Qian, Isabel Barrett, Anna Keyes, Alexis Lathrop
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DID YOU KNOW? Eastford Historical Society
Did you know that the first library in Eastford was established in 1887?
In May of that year a book agent interested Frederick Sumner in a collection of fifty books, known as a Circulation Library, which could be
purchased for fifty dollars. Mr. Sumner raised this amount through subscription – each person who gave him a dollar became a member of the
group later known as the Eastford Circulating Library Association. The
books were purchased and soon arrived. By-laws were drawn up to govern the new library and its membership, and officers were elected. Stephen O. Bowen served as its first president. Source: Eastford 1847 –
1947. To learn more about Eastford history and view our collaborative
Google Photo Album visit our website www.eastfordct.org/Page/93.
Kindly consider supporting the Historical Society by becoming a member, and remember to visit our museum which opens this month for the
season.
Florence Warren Latham Museum of Eastford History
65 John Perry Road, Hours: 2-4 p.m.
2nd and 4th Sunday, May - October (May 13 & 27)
**********************************************************

Memorial Day Ceremonies & Parade - May 28th
Eastford's Memorial Day Parade starts at 9:30 a.m. at the
Eastford Elementary School. Community members are invited to
participate in the parade. Immediately following the parade, a
Memorial Day Ceremony will take place at the Veteran's Memorial. The ceremony includes an invocation, the recognition of an
Eastford Veteran, the laying of a memorial wreath by the scouts,
a Military Salute, and musical presentations by the Eastford
Singers, the Woodstock Coronet Band, and Eastford Elementary
School Students.Preceding the parade, Memorial Day services
will take place at the General Lyon Cemetery at 8:30 a.m. and
the Grove Cemetery at 9 a.m. In the event of rain, the parade will
be cancelled and the Memorial Day Ceremony will be held in the
school. All are invited to attend.

Pfalzgraf Pfarm

65 Ashford Center Rd (Rt 44) - East of Rt 89-Top of Hill

Ashford, CT 860-429-0144
Spring is finally here-we hope!
Opening Day at the Pfarm is Sat., May 5th.

Our offerings consist of 62 varieties of herbs, 38 varieties of
tomatoes, 39 varieties of vegetables & 49 varitties of perennials.
We also offer annuals, air plants, house plants & hanging
baskets. Mother’s Day weekend we will be at the Boy Scout
Flower Sale at the old Post Office. We will make a donation to
the Scouts for every plant sold that weekend.
Hope to see you in May. Any questions, please call.

Eastford Conservation & Historic Preservation
Commission - Clean Energy Task Force
The Eastford Conservation and Historic Preservation Commission welcomes new members, and also encourages those with a
particular interest among our tasks to let us know: join in on
that project. For example, we have been monitoring Eastford’s
vernal pools. You can help compile the Town’s inventory! We
also share information on invasive species like bittersweet, autumn olive, multiflora rose, purple loosestrife, and water chestnut. After twelve years of following up, we have almost completely eliminated water chestnut from a local pond. We maintain the Askew Trail behind Eastford Elementary School, site
of a yearly Walktober hike. We have revitalized the Boston
Turnpike Trail between Route 198 and Old Colony Road, and
have marked out an approximation of the Old Connecticut Path
at Crystal Pond Park. Other Preservation initiatives include the
Town Pound, and the old cemeteries.
The Clean Energy Task Force is a sub-committee of the
ECHPC. We have encouraged the use of Home Energy Audits
to help individuals save money on heating, cooling, and lighting. Many have taken advantage of our bulb swaps—
exchanging old-technology light bulbs for the newest energysaving ones. We have promoted the installation of solar panels.
More than 20 Eastford homes now have energy- and costsaving solar panels; the School will have solar panels installed
this summer.
Solar installation is now possible for all. The Connecticut
Green Bank, working to boost the growth of green energy in
Connecticut, has paired with POSIGEN, a group which offers
solar leasing to moderate- and low-income homeowners. No
credit check is required. The goal is to make renewable energy
and energy efficiency available for everyone. Contact any Task
Force member if you would like more information.
AND—do not forget the Electric Vehicle Car Show and
Energy Fair we are sponsoring on Experience Eastford Day,
July 14, 2018.
Mary Ellen Ellsworth, ECHPC, Vice Chair
*********************************************
Union Society Building Committee
By Carol Davidge, Chair

Carl & Evelyn Pfalzgraf

The Union Society Building Committee will hold its Silent
Auction at Experience Eastford. We are looking for unusual
items, gift certificates, collectibles, antiques and memorabilia.
The USBC assists the Town-owned 1806 Union Society
Building where people gathered for nearly 200 years for activities from tax protests to teaching reading to children to potluck suppers and holiday celebrations. The USB Legacy Project is an ongoing and major fundraiser in support of the
building. For donations of $100 or more, a memorial plaque
will acknowledge the donor and list the names of individuals
being honored. We thank all who have donated. If you would
like to make a financial donation, in any amount, please make
your checks payable to: Town of Eastford (write Union Society in the memo line), and mail to Union Society Fund, Town
of Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. For information, please email carol.davidge@snet.net and include USB
in the subject line.
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The Eastford Communicator
Eastford Food Pantry
Hunger is closer than you think! Children and adults face hunger in
every community across the country. Eastford is no exception. Your
neighbor, child’s classmate or even a coworker may be struggling to get
enough to eat. The holiday food drives are now well behind us and once
again our shelves are beginning to run low. Yet demand remains high.
Please consider making a donation. See our “Most Wanted” list (below)
for ideas or consider a cash donation, which allows us to supplement
items most needed. Checks can be made payable to the Town of
Eastford with “Food Pantry” on the memo line. We would once again
like to thank His Oaks for their donation of perishable meat products
that we were able to include in our monthly pacEkages. Eastford residents in need who would like to avail themselves of the food pantry can
place a confidential call anytime to Steve or Karen at 974-1618.
MOST WANTED: Chili, Ravioli, Tuna, Beef Stew, Pasta, Sauce, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Hearty Soup, Canned Fruit, Coffee, Juices, Cereal,
Rice, Stuffing Mix, Healthy Snacks, Shampoo, Soap, Deodorant.

6th Grade and Middle School History By Charlie Kernan
Happy Spring! I hope this note finds the reader well and ready for the
exciting opportunities 2018 may bring you. As the middle school
history teacher and 6th grade teacher, I have several activities to report on so far from the current school year.
In 8th grade history, we have been learning about topics regarding
the American Revolution, our Road to the Civil War, and the Civil
War itself. We were able to experience first hand the 17 th century and
18th century lifestyles with the help of Mrs. Gail White Usher of
Roseland Cottage earlier this year. In class, we have had videoconferences directly from the American History Smithsonian in Washington D.C. and these have led to lectures on Manifest Destiny and Native Americans. Discussion in class has revolved around the establishment of the American economy, slavery, and politics.
In 7th grade, we have recently been exploring the coming of World
War I and the war itself. The highlight of this unit was an activity
where we took sides at the Treaty of Versailles. In groups, students
examined the process of negotiation but also how the negotiation was
represented. 7th graders also have been exposed to current day Central and South America and the economy of our neighbors to the
south. We will be continuing our unit of relationships of Eastern and
Western Europe as we move past World War I and towards World
War II.
In 6th grade, we have read A Wrinkle In Time, Holes, Percy Jackson: The Lightning Thief, and Bridge to Terabithia. Those are all
outside reading novels that have supplemented our anthology. Sixth
graders are also challenged through our writing program to respond
through narrative prompts, informational prompts, and argumentative
prompts. These prompts can be influenced by what we learn in History class or through our readings.

ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning,
Personal Injury, Probate, Elder
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning
(& more!)
www.attorneypalulis.com
michele@attorneypalulis.com
158 Main St.., Suite #2
Putnam, CT 06260
(860) 928-9928

860-315-9656
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From Eastford's Agent for the Elderly
MICHELE’S SENIOR MOMENT
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (“CMS”) is
issuing NEW Medicare cards with an account identification
number rather than a social security number. This is an effort to
prevent fraud, fight identity theft, and keep taxpayer dollars
safe. CMS will send out new cards in waves, with Connecticut
beginning in June. Starting in April 2018, people with Medicare
can get information about the mailings and sign up for emails

about the status of card mailings in their area on
Medicare.gov/NewCard. Your new card will look just like
your old card however it will have a Medicare Number in
place of your Social Security Number. From the CMS website: 3 things to know: People who are enrolling in Medicare
for the first time will be among the first in the country to receive the new cards.Your new card will automatically come
to you. You don't need to do anything as long as your address
is up to date. If you need to update your address, visit your
My Social Security account. Or call/visit the Social Security
Office nearest you (ours is Willimantic 1320 Main Street –
Tyler Square, Telephone 1-800-772-1213)
1. Once you get your new Medicare card, destroy your old
Medicare card and start using your new card right away.
2.Watch out for scams
Medicare will never call you uninvited and ask you to give
them personal or private information to get your new Medicare Number or card. Scam artists may try to get personal
information (like your current Medicare Number) by contacting you about your new card. If someone asks you for your
information, for money, or threatens to cancel your health
benefits if you don't share your personal information, hang up
and call CMS at 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227).
The Eastford Municipal Agent for the Elderly is a volunteer position, appointed by the Board of Selectmen. Every
Connecticut city and town has a Municipal Agent for the Elderly who assists town residents ages 60+ by providing information and referrals to local, state, and federal services and
benefit programs. Municipal Agents are familiar with programs and benefits such as Medicare, Medicaid, SNAP (Food
Stamps), Social Security, protective services, legal services,
adult day care, housing, transportation, and local senior and
community groups. Many also help seniors fill out application
forms for benefits. I am a local lawyer practicing in the areas
of elder law and other areas, and hope to provide helpful information to the seniors of Eastford. If there is something
you’d like me to write about, please feel free to call me at 860
-481-6655 (google voice number) or 860-928-9928 (office
number) or email me at michele@attorneypalulis.com.
Michele Ann Palulis, Esq. – Eastford Municipal Agent for
the Aged

DLM
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Int/Ext. Trim
Custom Built-Ins
Kitchen Remodeling
Ceramic Tile

Window Replacement
Computer Stations
Painting Int/Ext
Power Washing
Dan Merlo
974-1824

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available

BUY ONE GET ONE - one lesson - GRATIS
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Legal Notice
Town of Eastford Democratic Caucus
Notice is hereby given that there will be a caucus of all enrolled
Democratic electors of the town of Eastford on Tuesday, May 29,
2018 at 7pm at the Eastford Public Library to endorse Candidates for
Municipal Office including the Registrar of Voters.
Attest: Megan Calchera, Chairperson
April 17, 2018, 2018
*******************************************************

Legal Notice Town of Eastford
Republican Caucus
Notice is hereby given that there will be a Caucus of all enrolled
members of the Republican Party in Eastford on Tuesday, May
22, 2018 at 7:30 PM in the Eastford Public Library for the purpose of endorsing a candidate for Registrar of Voters for the election to be held on Tuesday, November 6, 2018.
Attest: Dan Belanger, Chairman
May 1, 2018
****************************************************
Dear Readers:
We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator.
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs.
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can,
please send a donation. Thank you!
Your Name:___________________________________________

Important information from the Registrar’s Office
This year there will be a Primary to select the candidates for
the November 6th election for governor and other state offices.
The Primary will be held on August 14th. If you are enrolled in
a party and wish to change, you must do so at least 90 days
prior to the Primary. This date would be May 14 th. After that
date you cannot change party. If you are an unaffiliated voter,
you may register with a party at any time prior to August
14th.You can do changes and registrations on line or use a
standard mail in card.
There will be a special Primary registration session on July
31st for NEW voters and those unaffiliated voters enrolling
with a party. The time for this will be published in the June
issue of The Communicator.
Our regular hours are the second and fourth Wednesday – 5
to 7 PM in the lower level of the Town Office Building.
Joyce Merlo and Nancy Mayhew, Registrar
*************************************************
Annual Mother’s Day Rose Sale
The Eastford Republican Town Committee will be hosting
their annual Mother’s Day Rose Sale. The cost of a dozen roses will be $15.00 with a delivery date of Thursday, May 10,
2018. Anyone interested in purchasing roses may contact Dan
Belanger, Chairman, Eastford Republican Town Committee at
(860)924-1994. Thank you for your support

Mailing address_______________________________________
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________
Please make checks payable to: Eastford Communicator
PO Box 253, Eastford, Ct 06242

THANK YOU! The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator
ATTENTION
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Communicator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as
offensive or slanderous. Carol Davidge, Editor
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Tom French, Accountant
Full Accounting & Tax Services
For Businesses and Individuals
12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond)
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net
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