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The Eastford Communicator
Selectman’s Snippets:

Budget – The BOS has been reviewing budget request from each department, agency and vendor affiliated with the Town of Eastford. We are working to provide a responsible financial
budget for the 2018-2019 year. The climate of the state makes this a very challenging task. The
town is looking at a 9% holdback of revenues thought to be received in our present fiscal year.
Unfortunately, these numbers are changing monthly. There will be many difficult decisions
going forward.
Library – Much has happened these last few months. While the library should be a quiet place
in town it has received much attention. For over two weeks the heating system failed on the
main floor. I should mention the staff and patrons never complained but pursued their work without heat and electronics. Thank you all for your understanding and compliance to the situation. It shows the perseverance of our town.
Much thanks to Sue Shead and Elizabeth Platt for your hard work and ability to adapt. An updated safety alarm system
has just been installed.
Fire Truck – At present, the town is paying annually $39,199 for a new fire truck purchased in 2014. This truck will
be paid off in 2025. While the town approved for the purchase of another new fire truck in 2017, Gordon Spink, Chief;
Doug Beaudoin, Deputy Chief; and James Roy, President have all agreed it was in the best interest of the town to hold
off for three to five years in the actual purchase of another new truck. The town intends to put money aside each year
to bring down the annual payment of the next new fire truck, rather than pay out $90,000 for the next seven years.
Thank you in assisting great budget practices. Thank you for all that you do for our town!
Discount Prescription Drug Cards – The Town of Eastford participates in a program for all our residence to receive
a prescription discount card even if you already have insurance. Details can be found on our website under News—just
click “Prescription Discount”. There is information for your use on this page or stop by the Selectman’s office and pick
up your card. It is all free!
Police Services – During the month of January, Troop D responded to 36 calls of service including: Accidents: 3,
Criminal Invest: 2, Larcenies: 1, Traffic Citations: 8, Written Warning: 1, and Non Reportable Matters: 30.
Respectfully yours, Jacqueline Dubois, First Selectman
THANK YOU DONORS!

Of Special Note

The Communicator needs your donations!!
Many communities no longer receive town news
as printing & mailing costs rise. We are so
grateful. Donors & businesses who advertise
make it possible for us to provide local news &
information FREE every month to more than 900
Eastford households. Please continue to support
YOUR town paper.
Please Buy Local! Our advertisers offer gifts, products, gift cards & personalized service.

Eastford Historical Quarterly—See Centerfold
CALENDAR p. 9
Youth Basketball starts March 20, EES
Adult Pickup Basketball, Wednesday nights, EES
Egg Hunt, March 31, 10am, EES
Agent for the Elderly (p. 10)
Senior News (p.9)
Eastford Scholarships/Deadlines (p. 8)
Online applications:
Current & non-traditional college students—March 23
High School Seniors—April 6

THANK YOU RECENT DONORS:
Bob & Virginia Montgomery
Christopher Sandford
Jim & Marian Slye
Anonymous

Easter Services (p. 11)
Eastford’s Amazing Library, Ivy Glenn Memorial
Many current magazines for loan
DVD, CDs, Children’s Books, New Arrivals
Discount/Free Passes to destinations

You are keeping the Communicator alive!
Please send donations to:
Eastford Communicator, P.O. Box 253
Eastford, CT 06242
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Eastford Readiness Council
AKA Eastford’s Preschool Program By Jennifer Barlow
12 Westford Rd, Eastford, CT 06242 (860)974-1130
Update
Thank you to all of you who took the time to fill out our Needs
Assessment Survery. It is very helpful for us to know the town’s
upcoming preschoolers who might want to be involved in current
activities as well as future ones. In January the preschool class
attended a school wide yo-yo assembly. This was a lot of fun and
a great learning experience on how to never give up, encouraging
others, and to do their best. If you are a current or former parent
of the preschool program and you have a business that would be
willing to display our brochure please contact the school. We are
trying to get the word out about our program as every year we are
surprised at the number of people that didn’t even know we had a
program. In February, the class has been busy with a Winter
Wonderland Activity, and Global Play Day.
We are currently accepting registration for the upcoming
school year and the slots are filling up fast. If you would like a
form please contact the school office or find the registration form
on the school’s website.
For more information on the program please look on-line at the
Program’s handbook or by contacting the Head Teacher, Christine Kopplin at ckopplin@eastfordct.org or the Readiness Council Liaison, Jen Barlow, at jbarlow@eastfordct.org
Mark your calendar!

Legal Notice - Town of Eastford
Republican Caucus
Notice is hereby given that there will be a caucus of all enrolled members of the Republican Party in Eastford on Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. at the Library to select
delegates for the various Republican Conventions.
Attest: Jennifer Page, Chairman
February 8, 2018
*********************************************
Legal Notice Town of Eastford Democratic Caucus
Notice is hereby given that there will be a caucus of all enrolled Democratic electors of the town of Eastford on Tuesday, April 3, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. at the Eastford Public
Library to select delegates for the various Democratic
Conventions.
Attest: Megan Calchera, Chairperson, February 12, 2018
Experience Eastford
Summer Is Just Around
the Corner…
It’s time to start planning
Experience Eastford, our
annual Town summer
event. Everyone is invited
to share their ideas and to
help create a fun event for
our families and friends.
Our next meeting will be
Wednesday, March 28 at
6:30pm at the Town Office Building lower level.
Please join us or share
your ideas by email at:
selectmen@townofeastford.com

March 5: Readiness Council Meeting 6:00 (Eastford Elementary
School Teacher’s Lounge)
April 2: Readiness Council Meeting 6:00 (Eastford Elementary
School Teacher’s Lounge)
***************************************************

Eastford Youth Basketball starting March 20
Basketball Fundementals
A Co-Ed Basketball program for kids in grades K – 3
Learn basketball basics, get some exercise, have fun!
Tuesday nights from 6:30 - 7:30 pm in the EES Gym
3/20, 3/27, 4/3, 4/10, 4/24 and 5/1
Download a registration form at eastford.org

Merlo’s Home Improvement
>Custom Kitchens
>Entertainment Centers
>Interior Finish Work
>Additions
>Garages

>Bathroom Vanities
>Hutches
>Exterior Finish Work
>Remodeling
>Roofing

Lauren Merlo
Eastford, CT
(860) 974-3331

Happy
Saint
Patrick’s
Day
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The Eastford Communicator
From The Principal’s Desk By Carole McCombe
This winter has provided us with roller-coaster temperatures
and related unpredictable weather conditions. We have accumulated seven snow days already and hope that there won’t
be any more! In March, we look forward to daylight savings
time and longer daylight hours. I would like to remind our
families that March 9 will be a student day instead of a scheduled professional development day for staff to make up one of
the snow days.
I would like to welcome Mrs. Denise Chambers to our staff
as our school librarian. She will be working with students in
preschool through grade eight on topics ranging from selecting appropriate library materials to research and writing of
reports and projects. She has been a very valuable resource
and we look forward to working with her more closely over
time.
Our Local Prevention Council (LPC) continues to provide
interest based afterschool activities for students that assist
students in selecting wholesome leisure time opportunities.
Volunteers have regularly offered board games and holiday
craft activities. In the coming months there will be a series of
“boot camp” style sessions for students as well as opportunities for stories and a craft and a healthy eating workshop.
Any local community members who have a skill or talent that
they would like to share with students should contact me at
the school for more details. We are very thankful for the volunteers who provide these diverse opportunities for our students.
Students in eighth grade have begun preparations for their
transition to high school. Representatives from various high
schools in the area met with our students to provide information and answer questions. Visits with guidance counselors
have been organized to give students information regarding
the different options available to them. The Board of Education policy on secondary school attendance can be found on
the Eastford website at: https://www.eastfordct.org/
secondaryschoolattendance.
Students at EES celebrated Read Across America Day on
March 2. We welcomed student athlete leaders from Woodstock Academy who read their favorite childhood stories to
students in preschool through grade six. Students also participated via Skype with authors who shared their writing processes with students. Classrooms decorated their doors based
on favorite Dr. Seuss stories and students and staff dressed up
as favorite Dr. Seuss characters. It was an enjoyable day focused on reading and reading activities to honor the late Theodor Geisel!

EES Sports By Melissa Lessard
Each year students from Eastford School and Union School co
-op for athletics. This year we had enough students to field
both boys and girls soccer and basketball, a track team, and a
Baseball team. Here is quick sports update from EES. Both the
girls’ and boys’ soccer teams had successful seasons. The girls
ended the season with an overall record of one and nine and
the boys finished the season with a record of eight wins, two
ties, and one loss which clinched them a spot in the QVJC
playoffs. Unfortunately, the boys lost to Pomfret three to one
in the first round of the playoffs, but all in all the boys had a
great season and made it to the playoffs for the first time in
years! Once the soccer season ended, basketball started up
soon after! The girls’ junior varsity team improved from last
year and finished the season with a record of six wins and four
losses. The boys’ team had one of their strongest seasons yet
with an overall record of eight wins and four loses. Once
again, the boys’ hard work paid off and they were able to secure the number two spot in the QVJC playoffs. On February
5th the boys played the number three seed, Putnam, at Putnam. It was a tough game and the boys played hard, but they
weren’t quite able to take home the win.
Our middle school athletes continue to make us proud,
whether on the field or on the court they always show great
sportsmanship and represent our small well. At the end of
March, baseball and track will be starting. For the first time in
several years, Eastford will be fielding a baseball team for
students in grades six through eight. Enough young men and
their families got together to show support for the team, so the
Board of Education kindly supported their efforts. The team
will be self-funded, so you might see some of the boys around
town fundraising for uniforms and needed equipment. All of
their home games will be played at Pomfret Recreation Park
on Route 97 in Pomfret. If you are interested in catching a
game, please check the school’s website for a game schedule.
In addition to baseball, students in grades five through eight
are invited to participate on the track and field team. This
year, Mr. Bridgewater, our new physical education/health
teacher, will be leading the team. Students will participate in
five regular season meets, and those who qualify will be invited to a championship meet at Griswold High School at the end
of May. Check the school’s website for the track meet schedule
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EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, INC. By Jeannine Spink, EMS Captain
At the February 6th Monthly Meeting, the Company presented Bill Bibeault of Lindon Tree Service with a plaque
of thanks to acknowledge his generosity in purchasing the State-Of-The-Art LIFEPAK 1000 Defibrillator for the
EIFC.
Another generous donation was received from Whitcraft Group toward the purchase of Rapid Intervention
Team (RIT) equipment. The RIT is a group of highly skilled firefighters (members of the EIFC) who are on scene
in case a firefighter gets in trouble. Their sole job on the fire ground is to be ready to go into a burning structure
and rescue a firefighter who is down. The course they attended provides firefighters with the necessary advance
skills to effectively prepare them for the worst-case scenario, in accordance with and exceeding NFPA 1407. The
course includes classroom instruction, firefighter fatality case studies, drag and carries, use of tools, and hands-on
scenarios based training involving a firefighter MAYDAY. Skills are practiced under live fire conditions that will
challenge them mentally and physically. The Eastford RIT is prepared to respond mutual aid when called. RIT
from a mutual aid department will reciprocate by coming to our town when called. This collaboration between
departments assures that our firefighters will remain safe on scene.
CONGRATULATIONS to Lexi Lathrop who was unanimously advanced to Active Member status on Feb. 6th.
Lexi and Nick Ahnberg have successfully completed their EMT class and preparing for their national testing.
Good luck to you both.
Thank you for including the EIFC in your annual giving. The money received will help us to better serve you
with needed supplies and equipment.
The EIFC has accomplished considerable in 2017. Although we may be small in member numbers, we are extensively trained and dedicated.
An account of Incident Types is as follows: TOTAL “911” CALLS: 159
Fires/Chimney/Carbon Monoxide/Gas: 15
Medicals:
77
MVA’s with/without injury:
12
Good Intent/Service:
21
Mutual Aid/Standby/Cover:
13
Brush/Power Lines/Trees: 13
Investigation/Misc.:
8
The following skills (drills / training / classes) include:
Ice Rescue
LUCAS CPR Machine
SCBA-Search & Rescue
CPR/CCC/AED
Hazmat
Truck/Equipment Checks
Truck Pumps
Ranger Training
Driver/Boat Operations Training
Live Burns
Triage/Extrication
Hose Advancement
EMS Skills
Chimney Fires / Propane
Dry Hydrant Pumping / Foam
Mandated EMS
RIT
Fans/Portable lighting / Ladders
We do find time to have fun. Our steak suppers, Experience Eastford breakfast, trips to Crystal Pond Park to
spray the campers, fire prevention at the school are just a few of the activities we do to mingle with our Eastford
neighbors. We hope that 2018 will be a good year for the town and us. BUT, when there is a need, simply dial
“911” and we will be there to help you.
Community Cupcake Wars! By Cupcake Wars Coordinators: Robin Sabad, Frietha Lawrence, Allison Gormley
The second annual community-wide Cupcake Wars! was held on
February 10, 2018 at the Congregational Church of Eastford. Twenty
contestants from Eastford and neighboring towns competed in two
age groups, Junior Division (age 13 and younger) and Senior Division (age 14 and older) for the best recipe and for the best display of
their cupcakes. Judges were leaders of the Community. Carole
McCombe (Eastford Elementary School Principal), Sheryl Spink
(Eastford Independent Fire Co.), Rob Torcellini (Selectman for the
Town of Eastford), and Holly Singleton (Associate Head of Woodstock Academy) met the challenge of judging the stiff competition.
Awards were given to first place and runner up in each category and
division. New this year was a People’s Choice Award. All attendees
were able to sample the cupcakes and vote for their favorite in each
division.
Junior Division: Best Recipe: 1st place – Molly Rourke (photo left) ;
Runner Up – Hazel Pufahl; Best Display: 1st place – Penny York
(photo right); Runner Up – Cooper York; People’s Choice: Hazel
Pufahl;
Senior Division -Best Recipe: 1st place – Kirstin Budd; Runner Up – Jen York
Best Display: 1st place – Niccie Jackel; Runner Up – Cindy Labbe; People’s Choice: Niccie
Jackel All who attended had the pleasure of tasting some very delicious cupcakes!
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Eastford Clean Energy Task Force
Eastford and Ashford Clean Energy Task Forces will sponsor two
Electric Vehicle Shows in spring 2018 – one in each town. A series
of articles will be provided to inform our citizens about Electric
Cars and Energy Savings.
Electric Cars are More Reliable — Mark Renburke.
A primary reason consumers choose one car over another, according to J.D. Power, is “expected reliability.” With that criterion, electric vehicles should be right up the top for a new car pick.
That’s because today’s electric cars are often more reliable on
average than their gasoline only counterparts, and cheaper in the
long run. An EV saves the average driver hundreds of dollars in
maintenance in just the first few years of ownership, and thousands of dollars over the life of the vehicle. This is in part because an electric motor and other electric systems have fewer
moving parts, and require far less scheduled maintenance, so
there are fewer mechanical systems to maintain or that could
break down.
Besides the convenience of not having to take the car in as
much for service, the consumer financial results are in from the
past seven years of first generation electrics on the road. It’s estimated by Edmunds.com using real world data that an economy
compact electric car will save nearly $1,000 in maintenance
alone during just the first 5 years of ownership compared to gasoline only equivalent compact. Combined with fuel savings, this
often creates a lower 5-year Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) for
electric cars on average. That’s right, electric cars actually cost
you less total in the end, even if you paid more for them at the
outset. A smart money buy! The batteries are also proving they
hold up well, with some already exceeding 200,000 miles or
more on the original battery. In addition, every electric car battery also carries a minimum replacement warranty of 8 years or
100,000 miles. So try out a brand and model that interests you
and see if its performance, range, battery longevity, and other
features meet or maybe even exceed your expectations. Mine
sure did, and 6 years later is still going strong.
Mark, “The Electric Car Guy” Renburke, is Executive Director
of Drive Electric America, a Pomfret resident and subject-matter
expert on electric vehicle advocacy, education, and policy and
owner of a ’12 Chevy Volt with over 120,000 EV miles. This is an
edited version of the original story. The full version can be found
at Medium.com.

EASTFORD FOOD PANTRY: THANKS AGAIN TO A
CARING, GENEROUS COMMUNITY
The Food Pantry would like to thank the many residents of
Eastford who have helped replenish supplies to our pantry.
Demand for our services remains high and thanks to our residents, we have been able to meet that demand. Financial donations are critical and allow us purchase essential items that are
missing from our pantry. Thank you to the Eastford Baptist
Church for their very generous donation from their Christmas
Offering. We would also like to thank His Oaks for their donation of perishable meat products that we were able to include in
our monthly delivery packages in February. We also want to
thank the several anonymous donors who have brought food
and/or checks to the town hall. It is very much appreciated. Eastford residents in need who would like to avail themselves of the food pantry can place a confidential call anytime
to Steve or Karen at 974-1618, or contact the First Selectman’s
Office.
***************************************************

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT
We Specialize In
American & Italian Dishes
Pizza, Fresh Seafood
And More!
Route 44
Ashford, CT 06278
Peter & George Lytras

(860)429-1932
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Library News By Susan Shead
It won’t be long until spring is on our doorstep! Did you know that March 2 nd is the Birthday of Dr. Seuss? We have most of the
Dr. Seuss books here at the library! Come down to check them out! A big thank you to Rachel Budd for another successful Valentine story time and craft at the library. Thank you for all that you do for the library. The children of Eastford are lucky! The library
book discussion set for Monday March 12 at 7pm is The Two Family House by Lynda Cohen Loigman. Everyone is welcome to
attend. We have copies of the book at the library.
Some of our newest magazines at the library are This Old House, Weight Watchers, Country Woman, Fine Gardening, and Interweave Knits. Some of the Old favorites are Better Homes and Gardens, Good Housekeeping, Yankee and Country Living. New
issues of all magazines are allowed to be checked out! Tax forms (both federal and state) are no longer available at the library. Patrons can go online at www.irs.gov and print the forms. Interlibrary loan is back at The Eastford Public Library! We are hooked
up to CONNcert which is an interlibrary loan service connecting agent verso libraries here in the Northeast. Occasionally during the
winter months the library closes due to bad weather. Library closings are announced on WINY radio in Putnam. When passing by
the library check to see if we are open. The library is open when the WELCOME flag is on display at the front entrance. The library
has discount passes for Mystic Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Museum, and free admission passes to
the New Britain Museum of American Art, Wadsworth Atheneum, and Connecticut’s Old State House. We also have coupons for
20% off general admission for The Connecticut Science Center. Please note: Library hours are
Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to 8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. (Photo is Sue with 2-volume Life of
Lincoln (Asa Bowen’s donation—see EHS Quarterly).
********************************************
Notice

EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC.

Spring Clean-up: The Trustees will conduct a general cleanup of the cemetery grounds after March 15th, on a date to
be determined. Seasonal flowers, wreathes, logs and other
objects will be removed at the time of the clean-up. If you
wish to recycle your own decorations, you should do so at
your earliest convenience, but prior to the 15th of March.
1. Landscaping/Mowing Season: After March 15th, live
flowers may be planted or placed in plastic pots within 12”
of the base of the monument; artificial flowers, ornaments,
and other objects are not allowed and will be removed because they are a risk to the groundskeepers and their machines.
2. Trustees’ Meeting: Monday, March 19, 2018 at 7:30
p.m. at the Ivy Glenn Library
3. Annual Meeting: Monday, April 9, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at
the TOB
4. New Members Welcome: There are two openings on the
Board of Corporators. Anyone interested in volunteering,
please call 860-974-1349.
For information, contact a member of the Board of Corporators: Joe Andert, Bill Bibeault, Audrey Carabeau, Carol Day,
Jim Ellis, Tom Fabian, Ken Grube, Alex Kowalchuk, Bev
Lindemann,
Jim Vaida, Paul Vaida, or Trustees: Lauren Anderson, Herman Barlow, David Barlow, Scott Huri, Faye Logee, Linda
Torgeson, Rick Torgeson.

Beautycounter prohibits the use of over 1500 harmful ingredients, evaluates
every potential ingredient & partners with non-GMO suppliers.
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News You Can Use
Deb Richards - Emergency Management Director

emd@townofeastford.com

We need to be ready to help! If there is a major weather
or other event in Eastford - we need to be ready to help
each other. We need volunteers who will help at our
warming center, we will need volunteers who will help
at our multijurisdictional shelter at the Pomfret School,
we need someone willing to coordinate our volunteers to
make sure we have coverage when needed. If you would
like to help in case of an emergency please email your
name, cell phone number, and email address. If you
would like to be on an emergency management response
list, please email me at emd@townofeastford.org or
leave me a voice message 860-974-0133 ext 110.
Many thanks to Chris Hustus for her donation of a
coffee pot, coffee and cups to be used in our warming
center! Chris even went out the evening before the predicted snow storm to deliver the coffee pot to the TOB to
ensure the coffee would be there in the morning if we
needed it! Thanks also to Jeanne Russo who donated a
Keurig coffee pot for the warming center. So nice to
know we will be able to offer a warm beverage when we
open our warming center!

Scout Troop 92 Report
In February the Scout Troop went on a “Tropical Vacation” to
use the pool and equipment at Mansfield’s Community Center. The trip was to encourage physical fitness, leadership, and
fellowship. We use the "buddy system" for safety. One leader has
to be qualified in "Safe Swim Defense." Town lifeguards will be
present at the pool side. We call this a "Tropical Vacation." It
was a nice way to spend a winter Saturday. Afterwards we
stopped at Price Chopper’s snack bar for pizza. Scouts in Troop
92 are from Ashford, Eastford and Union. Meetings are most
Thursday evenings at 7pm at Knowlton Memorial Hall next to
Cumberland Farms store in Ashford. New members and visitors
are welcome.
Upcoming events:
March-April Campouts. Destinations and dates to be
determined.
Easter Flower Sale Fundraiser. We will sell hanging baskets
and other Spring flower arrangements Saturday 9 AM-4PM and
Sunday 9 am-noon Easter weekend, in front of the old post office
building across from the Ashford town hall.
March 17, 12:30 -2:30PM Compass qualification for 1st class
Scouts at Camp Webster. Scouts will learn how to properly use a
compass and take a test.
May 5, Saturday Bicycle ride on the East Bay Bike Path. 30 mile
“Shake Out Ride.” It’s scenic and not as hard as it sounds. Return
to Ashford 4:30-5 PM. There will be a bicycle clinic at Nord’s
garage on April 27, 5-7 PM to prep bikes for the ride.
June 22-24, Cape Cod Rail Trail Bicycle ride. We will ride 50
miles in one day on the Rail Trail. Get in shape!
Nord Yakovleff, Ast Sct Mstr
Cory Blanchette, Scout Mstr
Photos Below:Scouts at Mansfield Community Center

Pfalzgraf Pfarm
65 Ashford Center Rd (Rt 44)
Ashford, CT 860-429-0144
Offering a wide variety of vegetable plants, herbs, annuals, perennials, & hanging baskets. Stop at our
booth at the Ashford Business Association’s Home
Show & Business Exo, March 24, from 10am-2:30pm at
Knowlton Memorial Hall.
Browse our catalog; pre-orders are available.
See sample of composters that will be sold at the Composter Sale & Seminar at the Town Office Building
(lower level) 1-1:30pm
Carl & Evelyn Pfalzgraf
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Board of Education by Linda Loretz
Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut
Town of Eastford Scholarship Funds
The Town of Eastford encourages all Eastford students
pursuing post-secondary education to apply for scholarships.
Eastford students are eligible for a special group of seven
scholarships that are managed by the Community Foundation
of Eastern Connecticut. The online application is at http://
www.cfect.org/Scholarship-Seekers/Apply-for-a-Scholarship

The Board of Education recently discussed, reviewed and approved a 2018-19 budget that reflects a .069 % increase over the
current year. It has been sent to the Board of Selectmen. At its
February meeting, The Board of Education adopted a calendar
for the 2018-19 school year. It can be found on the school’s
website: https://www.eastfordct.org/Page/1607
Also at the February Board meeting, the Eastford Board of
Education voted to amend the current 2017-18 calendar in order
to make up two snow days. Both February 20 and March 9, previously listed as student recess days, were changed to full instructional days. The Board of Education approved the eighth
grade trip to Washington, DC scheduled for May 15-18, 2018
and additionally decided to use its funds to support transportation for the baseball team.

The deadline for submitting an online application is March
23 for current and non-traditional college students, April 6 for
high school seniors.By applying through the Community
Foundation, applicants will also be eligible for other scholarships managed by the Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut. The Town of Eastford’s Board of Education Scholarship Committee continues its more than sixty year responsibility for evaluating applications and recommending scholarship
awards for the seven Eastford-only scholarships. The Community Foundation identifies potential matches between Eastford
students and the other scholarship funds under their management. Questions? Contact Lilli Rhodes or Deb Battit at 860‐
442‐3572 Lillian@cfect.org and deb@cfect.org
Please consider donating to Eastford Scholarships. The
new Eastford General Scholarship includes a non-endowed
fund, from which all donations are used for scholarship
awards each year, and a companion endowed fund, which will
award scholarships to Eastford students in perpetuity. There is
no minimum (or maximum) amount for individual donations.
Donations, large and small, add up to meaningful support.
Everyone contributing to these funds will be recognized in the
year of their donation. Donate on-line: http://www.cfect.org.
Look for Town of Eastford General Scholarship in the dropdown list of funds. OR Fill out the submission form: http://
www.eastfordct.org/2017ScholarshipDonationForm . Call for
more information: 860.442.3572.
(continued)

ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning,
Personal Injury, Probate, Elder
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning
(& more!)
www.attorneypalulis.com
michele@attorneypalulis.com
158 Main St.., Suite #2
Putnam, CT 06260
(860) 928-9928

860-315-9656
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DID YOU KNOW? Eastford Historical Society
Did you know that during the horse and buggy days, when many mail
trains were running, it was possible to send a letter to Hartford and get a
reply the same day? The letter would leave Eastford at 4 a.m. via Putnam and the reply would come via North Windham and be delivered to
Eastford at 7 p.m. the same day? Oh, for the good old days?
To learn more about the Historical Society and Eastford history visit
us on our website www.eastfordct.org/Page/93. Kindly consider joining our organization and/or its collaborative Google Photo Album
called “Eastford’s Shared History Album”. If you wish to join our organization, membership forms are available on our website or at the
Town Clerk’s office, Library, or Post Office. Our mailing address is
P.O. Box 350, Eastford, CT 06242. If anyone has historic photos of
Eastford and would like to either donate them or make an appointment
(974-1610 or 974-3311) to bring them in for scanning, we would greatly appreciate the opportunity to add them to our collection.
****************************************************
FROM WOODSTOCK ACADEMY By Julia Budd
After the successful completion of the first semester The Woodstock
Academy is pleased to honor the following students from Eastford with
Recognition, Honors, and High Honors for their academic achievement
during the second quarter.
High Honors Zachary Bertram, Griffin Edwards, Madelyn Grube,
Zoe Marshall, and Clayton Singleton
Honors Izetta Asikainen, Isabel Barrett, Ely Driscoll, Mia Edwards,
Kayla Gaudreau, Amanda Hair, Ryan Miller, and Kelsey Tyler
Recognition Victoria Arnold, Oliver Driscoll, William Gaug,
Jonathan Latham, and Justin Wise
****************************************************
Eastford Seniors By Linda SM dos Santos
Congratulations, 3 Eastford Senior Citizens (ESC) received up to $300
in Free travel vouchers for taxi service for medical appointments,
shopping, & visiting family from the NEST Transportation Program,
on a first-come qualified basis, 860-859-5792. On Thursday,
MARCH 15 at 11 AM at the MEMORIES BROWN BAG LUNCHEON. All Eastford seniors are welcome. Please call/text 860-5388868 or email ESC06242@aol.com to register before Noon, Monday,
March 12.
On Thursday, APRIL 12- CAR CARAVAN leaving from the
Eastford TOB’s Lower Level. Boarding cars begins at 10:45 AM,
departing promptly at 11 AM. Enjoy a bowl of vegetable wonton soup
plus a sampling of Thai taste treats at The Thai Place in Putnam, CT
followed by a private tour of the WINY Studios. Bring your cameras;
there is a fabulous view of Cargill Falls. Members $5.00, NonMembers $8.00 Call/Text 860-538-8868 or email
ESC06242@aol.com by 12Noon, Mon., April 9 to Reserve a seat. Are
you a Driver, or a Passenger? SENIOR BUS TRIP TO BOSTON,
Wednesday, May 16, Dreamland Wax Museum, (3 Bus Stops available) Boston’s Newest Attraction plus time at Faneuil Hall, & Maggiano’s Little Italy & Drivers Gratuity, $92/person. Reservations: 860487-3744. Payment due by Mon., April 16. Make checks payable to:
Kay Warren & Mail to: 31 Amidon Drive, Ashford, CT 06278
Now through April 6, AARP Tax Assistance volunteers will assist
low/moderate income taxpayers, with special attention, to those over
60 at the Killingly Public Library by appointment 9:30 AM, 10:45
AM, 1 PM, or 2:15 PM, call 860-779-5383. Memory Care Activity
Program provides respite for caregivers & a safe environment for
those with dementia (or Alzheimer’s disease) to socialize and participate in activities. For more information regarding the MEMORY
LANE CAFÉ in Putnam, call 860-963-1077.
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March, 2018 Calendar
2 Board of Assessment Appeals, TOB, 7pm
3 Board of Assessment Appeals, TOB, 9am
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
5 School Readiness Council, EES, 6pm
BOS, TOB, 7pm
6 Conservation Commission, TOB, 7pm
Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7pm
7 Special BOS, TOB, 9am
Crystal Pond Park Commission, TOB, 6pm
Adult Pickup BBall, EES, 7:30-9pm
BOE, EES, 7pm
10 AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
12 Yoga, TOB, 5:30 – 6:30pm
Book Discussion, Library, 7pm
13 Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm
14 Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm
Adult Pickup BBall, EES, 7:30-9pm
15 Senior Citizens, TOB, 11am
Emergency Management Committee, TOB, 6pm
16 Yoga, TOB, 8:15 – 9:15am
17 AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
19 Communicator Deadline
Yoga, TOB, 5:30 – 6:30pm
Clean Energy, TOB, 7pm
Grove Cemetery Trustees, Library, 7:30pm
20 Youth Basketball, EES, 6:30-7pm
Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm
21 Special BOS, TOB, 9am
Recreation Commission, TOB, 4:30pm
Adult Pickup BBall, EES, 7:30-9pm
22 Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm
Library Board, Library, 7pm
23 Yoga, TOB, 8:15 – 9:15am
24 AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
26 Yoga, TOB, 5:30 – 6:30pm
American Legion, TOB, 7:30pm
27 Youth Basketball, EES, 6:30-7pm
Republican Party Caucus, Library, 7:30pm
28 Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm
Adult Pickup BBall, EES, 7:30-9pm
30 Yoga, TOB, 8:15 – 9:15am
Good Friday Service, Cong Church, 7pm
31 Egg Hunt for Kids, EES, 10am
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm
**************************************
Recreation News By Valerie Katkaveck, Chair
Youth Basketball will start March 20th!Please sign up
before March 16 if you want a T shirt.Registration
forms can be downloaded at the town web site. Go to
eastfordct.org to find one. The Annual East Egg Hunt
is set for March 31st at 10:00 am. Our Town Wide
Yard Sales will be after Mothers day weekend, May
19th and 20th. Email valkat@charter.net to place
your sale on the map.
Tips for Today by Liz Ellsworth
World Wildlife Day is Saturday, March 3, 2018 to to
increase awareness and to celebrate the planet’s wild
animals and plants. This year’s focus is “Big cats:
predators under threat” and includ lions, cheetahs,
snow leopards, tigers, jaguars, pumas, and clouded
leopards. These creatures are at risk due to poaching,
global urban expansion, conflicts, hunting, and unlawful trade. Information: www.wildlifeday.org
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From Eastford's Agent for the Elderly
MICHELE’S SENIOR MOMENT
Yes folks, it’s that time of year again…tax season! Did you
know there are services that help seniors prepare their taxes for
free? The IRS and DRS have volunteers that assist with preparation and filing. Here is a list of places locally, but please be
sure to call as most require an appointment.
Northeast Learning Center, 562 Westcott Road, Danielson, Ct
06239 (860) 779-3770; Putnam Public Library, 225 Kennedy
Drive, Putnam, Ct 06260 (860) 963-6826; Stafford Public Library, 10 Levinthal Run, Stafford Springs, Ct 06076 (860) 6842852; TEEG, 15 Thatcher Road, Thompson CT 06255 (860)
923-3458.
In addition, did you know that every town has a Property Tax
Credit and Rent Rebate Program for low income elderly or disabled persons and Property Tax Exemption Program for wartime-duty veterans? You apply through the tax assessor's office
and each program has different requirements and times of application. Contact our Assessor, Mary Lavallee at (860) 9741885 Ext. 7, Tuesdays 4:30-7:30 and Fridays 12:30-4:30pm.
Lastly, did you know there is a program in our area to assist
with rehabilitating your home? The Hampton Regional Housing
Rehabilitation Program provides financial and technical assistance for residential properties where households who are low-

or moderate-incomes live. The income limits are those established by HUD and implemented through the Connecticut
Department of Housing. To be eligible for participation, the
property must be located in Hampton, Brooklyn, Chaplin,
Eastford, Pomfret or Scotland and be in need of rehabilitation.
Both single- and multi-family homes may qualify for assistance. Applications are available in Selectmen’s offices in
each participating community (Call our Selectmen’s Office at
860-974-0133 Ext. 3) and through the Program Office in the
Hampton Town Hall, Rte 97. (860-455-9132 ext. 8 -please
leave a message on the answering machine). Financial assistance is in the form of a zero interest, Deferred Payment
Loan. The loan is secured by a lien placed on the property and
filed with the Town Clerk in the town where the property is
located. The loan functions as a grant to the current property
owner as long as the current owner resides in the property or
transfers the property within the family. The amount of assistance provided must be repaid at sale of the property.

The Eastford Municipal Agent for the Elderly is a volunteer position, appointed by the Board of Selectmen.
Every Connecticut city and town has a Municipal Agent
for the Elderly who assists town residents ages 60+ by
providing information and referrals to local, state, and
federal services and benefit programs. Municipal Agents
are familiar with programs and benefits such as Medicare, Medicaid, SNAP (Food Stamps), Social Security,
protective services, legal services, adult day care, housing, transportation, and local senior and community
groups. Many also help seniors fill out application forms
for benefits. I am a local lawyer practicing in the areas
of elder law and other areas, and hope to provide helpful
information to the seniors of Eastford. If there is something you’d like me to write about, please feel free to
call me at 860-481-6655 (google voice number) or 860928-9928 (office number) or email me at
michele@attorneypalulis.com.
Michele Ann Palulis, Esq. – Eastford Municipal
Agent for the Aged

DLM
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Int/Ext. Trim
Custom Built-Ins
Kitchen Remodeling
Ceramic Tile

Window Replacement
Computer Stations
Painting Int/Ext
Power Washing
Dan Merlo
974-1824

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available

BUY ONE GET ONE - one lesson - GRATIS
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The Eastford Communicator
Dear Readers:

Easter Services

We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator.
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs.
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can,
please send a donation. Thank you!

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF EASTFORD
8 Church Road, Eastford
www.cceastford.org 860-974-0294
Good Friday Service
Friday, March 30 at 7:00 p.m.
(a special worship service with Eastford Baptist Church)
Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 1 at 6:30 a.m.
Free breakfast to follow
Easter Morning Service
Sunday, April 1 at 10:30 a.m.

Your Name:___________________________________________
Mailing address_______________________________________
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________
Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________

EASTFORD BAPTIST CHURCH
133 Union Road, Eastford, CT
860-974-1414 www.eastfordbaptist.com
Good Friday Service - March 30, 7 PM
(at Congregational Church of Eastford -8 Church Rd.)
Sunrise Service - Sunday, April 1, 6:30 AM
(at Buell’s Orchard-108 Crystal Pond Rd.)
Easter Breakfast - Following Sunrise Service (at EBC)
Resurection Sunday Worship Service
Sunday, April 1, 10:30 AM at EBC
**********************************************
Eastford Recreation Commission sponsors
Egg Hunt for Kids * Saturday, March 31
Starts at 10:00 am At EES Playgrounds
Bring a BIG empty basket and don't be late
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Please make checks payable to:
Eastford Communicator
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242
THANK YOU! The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator
ATTENTION
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month
Eastford Communicator Volunteers
Executive Editor
Carol Davidge
Composition/News
Deb Yazo
Volunteers
Ruth Yulo, Tom French, Megan Calchera
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Communicator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as
offensive or slanderous.
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Tom French, Accountant
Full Accounting & Tax Services
For Businesses and Individuals
12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond)
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net
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