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Report of the Union Society Building Committee-Donations Requested
By Carol Davidge, Chair
The Union Society of Phoenixville, owned by the Town of Eastford, has a unique heritage due to being an organization founded in
the early 1800s that welcomed folks from all walks of life, with diverse spiritual beliefs and regardless of gender or age. It is so rare
that it is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Eastford's Union Society building is one of only two Union Society buildings still standing in Connecticut. Recently the Town of Eastford has received grants from the State of Connecticut that form a basis
for major renovations to restore the building to its former use as a gathering place for meetings and events. We hope that our readers
will make special donations to this project as we undertake a fundraising effort, which includes a naming opportunity for a major
donor. Donations of any amount are welcome. All contributions to to the Town of Eastford for improving the building.
History. Until 1817 in Connecticut, the only persons who could vote were property-owning men who paid taxes and were members
of the Congregational Church. The Congregational Churches was the governing body for each town. In fact, in order to become a
town, a Congregational Church had to first be established at a place. Union Societies formed as a protest to this limitation by people
of other faiths who wished to participate in the governance of their towns-Baptists, Quakers, and others. President Thomas Jefferson
propelled the populist movement to give men of other faiths a vote by sending a letter to a Danbury congregation urging "separation
of church and state," the first time that phrase was recorded. The result was a new Connecticut law to "dis-establish" church governance and providing for tax-paying males to vote. (Women did not get the vote in the U.S. until 1920, a century later). Eastford's Union Society building represents that movement. Later in the 1800s it followed another movement started by the Methodist Church to
teach children to read during Sunday School. (In those times and into the 20th century, children rarely went to school in order to
work on farms and in factories to assist their families. Their work days might be from 12 - 18 hours a day). Especially in rural areas,
Sundays were times for coming together for both spiritual and social activities.) In 1906, the Union Society of Phoenixville,
Eastford's organization, purchased the 1806 building at the junction of Routes 44 and 198, where it served as a gathering place until
membership dropped to a few residents of Phoenixville and it was sold to the Town in 2002.
The USB Legacy Project is an ongoing and major fundraiser in support of the building. For donations of $100 or more, a memorial
plaque will acknowledge the donor and list the names of individuals being honored. When building improvements are complete, the
plaque will be inside the entry. For now, the plaque is displayed at major events. This plaque currently displays the names of the
following individual, corporate, foundation and private donors (many of whom have donated in memory of loved ones, all who donated at least $100): Maureen Morley, Terry Cote, Barbara Aquila, Janet Bellamy, Betsy and Bob DiQuattro, Mary Jezierski, Dzintra Mustis, the children of Elsie Demarest, Marge Hoskin, Mary Ellen and Mike Ellsworth, Leslie and Paul Lavallee, Margarita Halpine, Jean Hixson and Karen Butts, Paul and Cecelia Vaida, Donald and Dorothy Bressette, Marian and James Slye, Barbara Nieminen Urban, Carol and Louis Molnar, The Hon. Mike Alberts, Sally, Bill and Valerie Katkaveck, Jean Trepel Barlow, Arvind Shaw
and Margherita Nichols-Shaw, Lauren Anderson, Carolyn Hazard, Gene Seevers, the Family of Hester C. Green, MaryBeth GorkeFelice, Susan Burns and Robert Williams, Leslie and Paul Lavallee, Ken and Suzanne Anderson, Carol Davidge and Garry Clifford,
S.S. Fabrications, First Niagara Bank, Industrial Pallet, Bowens Garage, Mansfield Supply, Whitcraft, LLC, Connecticut Trust for
Historic Preservation, Eastford Historical Society, Savings Bank of Manchester Foundation, The Last Green Valley, the Town of
Eastford, State of Connecticut. We thank all who have donated. If you would like to make a financial donation, in any amount,
please make your checks payable to: Town of Eastford (write Union Society in the memo line), and mail to Union Society Fund,
Town of Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. For information, please email carol.davidge@snet.net and include USB in the
subject line.
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Municipal Elections are November 7
Register! Vote!
Important pre-election dates from the
Registrar’s Office
Registrar of Voters sessions are:
Wednesday, October. 25 (5-7pm)
Wednesday, October 31 (9am-8pm) &
Applicants must appear in person. This is also the
deadline for on-line and mail-in registration.
In addition, there will be a limited registration session on Monday, Nov. 6 from 9 am to 5 pm, for
those seeking to vote in the election whose qualifications as to age, citizenship or residence was attained
since October 31, 2017. To register you need to
bring a photo ID. All sessions are held in the Town
Office Building basement.
Election Day is November 7 at Town Office Building. Polls are open from 6 am to 8 pm.
Joyce E. Merlo, Nancy L. Mayhew—Registrars

BRODEURBITS
[Brodeurbits is a regular compilation of writings and ramblings
from the First Selectman and others and elsewhere, some profound, others mundane; all hopefully of interest and import,
aimed at communicating and informing.]
[This month: Ave atque Vale/Hail and Farewell]
On Tuesday, November 7, the voters of Eastford will go to the
polls to elect a new Town Administration and two weeks later, on
Tuesday, November 21, by statute, that administration will take
office. I welcome whoever is the successful candidate for First
Selectman and pledge my counsel and support to the degree to
which it is desired and requested during transition.
As I complete my final term as First Selectman I want to thank
all who have assisted in governing the Town over my six years in
office. Governing and managing a town such as Eastford is a
multi-faceted endeavor which requires multi-talented people. My
thanks go out to my fellow members of the Board of Selectmen,
to the Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, Finance Director, Town Accountant, Town Auditor, Tax Collector, Assessor, Public Works
Supervisor, Building Official, Land Use Agent, Town Engineer,

continued on next page
A SPECIAL REQUEST FOR DONATIONS
The Communicator NEEDS your donations!!
Many communities no longer receive town news.
The costs of printing and mailing have increased.
We are grateful that folks support our efforts
In this season of giving, please consider
a special gift to The Communicator, which
gives you up-to-date reports
by your school, town government and organizations.
Donors & businesses who advertise
make it possible for us to provide
local news & information FREE every month
to more than 900 Eastford households.
Please continue to support YOUR town paper.
Please Buy Local! Our advertisers offer
products, gift cards & personalized service.
Beauty & Health Care
Dine In - Take Out - Catering
PYO Fruit - Pet Care - Lumber & Hardware
Tax & Legal Services
Real Estate & Home Services - Groceries
Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more!
THANK YOU TO RECENT DONORS:
Janet Bellamy
Charles & Mary Belden
Joseph & Nancy Beaudoin
Thomas & Mary Ann Lally
Chris D. Mayhew, Jr.
Jan & Stephen Prinn
Dot Torcellini
Robert & Margaret Tyler
You are keeping the Communicator alive!
Please send donations to:
Eastford Communicator
P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242

**** Town Calendar—See Page 10 ****
Veterans Day—A History by Carol Davidge
Veterans Day is always on November 11 because November 11,
2018 was “Armistice Day” - the end of World War I and the
signing of the peace. It is known as the "11th Hour of the 11th
Day of the 11th Month." On the morning of November 11, 1918,
after four years of war, Allied and German powers met in Rethondes, France to sign an armistice that halted the hostilities of
World War I.
The agreement was signed and went into effect at the eleventh
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918, finally
bringing to an end the carnage of the Great War (43 million military on all sides died; the US entered late and had 53,402
deaths). It was thought to be "the war to end all wars."
The name “Armistice Day” was established by President
Woodrow Wilson in 1919, with a national day of remembrance
to be every November 11. The name changed from “Armistice
Day” to “Veterans Day” on June 1, 1954, with the signing of a
new law by President Dwight Eisenhower to honor the bravery
of all those who had served in the military.
On Veterans Day, we honor all who serve and have served in
our military.
“Veterans Awareness Week” places special emphasis on
teaching school children about those who served in the military.
EES will sponsor a special event on November 10 at 1:30 at the
Eastford Veterans Memorial.
Memorial poppies are sold by veterans to commemorate those
who died in our wars. After World War I, poppies grew over the
graves of World War I dead in France and became a symbol of
their sacrifice. Poppies will be available at the November 10th
Ceremony at Eastford’s Veterans Memorial and on November
11 at the Post Office.
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the Board of Education, School Superintendent, and the School
Staff; the Board of Assessment Appeals, Constables, Library
Trustees, Registrars of Voters, Planning Commission, Inland
Wetlands and Watercourses Commission, the Conservation and
Historic Preservation Commission and its Clean Energy Task
Force, the Crystal Pond Park Commission, Recreation Commission, the School Readiness Council, Agriculture Committee,
Transfer Station Committee, Union Society Building Committee,
Veteran’s Memorial Committee, the Emergency Management
Director, the Veteran’s Service Agent, the Agent for the Elderly,
the Food Pantry Coordinators, our representatives on the North
East Department of Health Board of Directors, the Town Attorney, Fire Marshal, Town Historian and the Historical Society, the
Tree Warden, Burn Official, the Eastford Independent Fire Company #1,those who organize Heritage Day and the Town’s Memorial Day Observance. Most particularly, my thanks to you, the
people of Eastford, for having faith and confidence in me and for
your support and your assistance. It takes a lot of people and a lot
of hard work to govern and manage a village and to all who have
been an integral part of this effort during my time in the Town
Office Building, I thank you. [If I missed anyone or any group,
please chalk it up to senility, and not to lack of gratitude.]
I would reserve particular kudos and applause and thanks for
Brenda Willis, my office mate these past four years and the administrative cog which keeps the Selectmen’s Office—and in
many ways, the Town—functioning. We have grown to know
each other’s strengths and idiosyncrasies and we have survived
nearly 1,500 days without overt rancor or physical trauma. In a
town with no Human Resource, Economic Development, or Social Service departments, much of that type of responsibility resides with the First Selectman, over and above the assigned and
legislated duties of the position. You never know what is going to
come through the door or over the transom. Brenda and I have
dealt with issues ranging from what to do with the unclaimed
body of a deceased resident through the issuance of a plethora of
pistol permits—if this Town ever needs to gather a posse, it
should be easily and expansively gathered-- to the processing of
millions of dollars in Federal and State funding reimbursements.
For all her help, her commiseration, and her valor under fire, I
thank her.
The chip sealing of Abington and Fire Tower Roads is complete; as are the transition of Town Offices to a more modern,
technologically advanced, and enhanced, telephone system and
transition of the Town’s banking from KeyBank to Putnam Bank.
Also complete is the cleaning of 152 catch basins throughout
Town by Truax Corporation personnel.
Eastford Elementary School teacher contract negotiations have
concluded. Following ratification of the agreed-upon contract by
the Board of Education and the Teachers Union, the contract will
be on file for public viewing for a thirty-day period in the Town
Clerk’s Office. Recently the Partnership for Strong Communities
released its most recent demographic data profile for Connecticut
communities. [The caveat is that “most recent data” in this instance is for the Year 2013.] The profile showed that Eastford’s
annual median household income in 2013 was $83,015, 20 percent more than Connecticut’s median household income of
$69,461 and 40 percent more than Windham County’s $59,333.
Eastford’s median household income ranks 78 of the State’s 169
municipalities. In Eastford, two percent [10] of the heads of
households were under 25 years of age, 26 percent [166] were 2544 years old, 50 percent [316] were 45-64 years old, and 22 percent [135] were 65 or older. Eastford is one of the 153 Connecticut municipalities projected to see a drop in school-age population between 2015 and 2025. Many municipalities will see declines of more than 30 percent. The projected decrease for
Eastford is 13 percent. The projected decrease for Eastford is 13
percent. Meanwhile the 65+ population of Eastford is projected

to increase by 55 percent. The Board of Assessment Appeals
[BAA], logically enough, has met to hear appeals to assessments; all involved motor vehicle assessments. The result of
BAA actions reduces the Town’s Grand List by $129.51.
The total construction value of building permits issued in
Eastford during the First Quarter of this fiscal year [July 1 to
September 30] was $276,000. Troop D of the Connecticut State
Police, which is responsible for Eastford’s policing, has had another change in command. The Troop Commander, Lt. John
Ceruti, has been reassigned to the Bureau of Special Investigations. He was replaced as Troop Commander by Lt. John Aiello,
who for a time was Eastford’s Troop Liaison. During September,
Troop D reports there were six vehicular accidents in Eastford,
eleven traffic citations were issued and there were eight written
warnings. Two criminal investigations are still being conducted.
The Board of Selectmen, meeting in Regular Session on Monday, October 2, appointed Lyn Moran to the School Readiness
Council and Nate Fabian as Assistant Burning Official for a term
ending June 30, 2018. It also approved an Authorizing Resolution for an Emergency Management Performance Grant, approved a revised engagement letter with the Town Auditor for
the Audit year ending June 30, 2017 to accommodate the need
for both a Federal and State audit, approved a Corporate Authorization Resolution with Putnam Bank for the Town credit cards,
and awarded the contract for Fire Company Personnel Protective
Equipment to Shipman’s Fire Equipment Company in the
amount of $39,950.50.
Last month, in discussing the lack of a State Budget, I told
you: “Hopefully, I will be able to report to you in my last
Brodeurbits in November that we have a State Budget and that it
has shone favorably on Eastford. That would be a nice way to go
out.” Well, as of this writing we are operating under Gubernatorial Executive Order #58 and there is no State Budget. So, instead of going out with the budgetary sun shining on Eastford, I
guess I’ll just go out.
“So long, farewell, auf Wiedersehen, goodbye.”
To all who have served in municipal office, thank you for
your service ...The Volunteer Staff of the Communicator

Eastford Elementary Teacher Report
By Laurie Bardsley, Grade Two Teacher
What a busy and exciting time of the school year it has been!
During our first months of school, second graders have been
working with great enthusiasm. Most recently, we were
thrilled to have an educational visit from the Eastford Fire
Department. We would like to give them another warm thank
you for teaching us about fire safety and prevention. All second graders expressed their interest and appreciation towards
this important topic. Our new, (updated), enVisionmath2.0
program focuses on Common Core Clusters, allowing time for
students to make deep mathematical connections. Problembased learning promotes higher achievement with a rigorous
approach. A climate of perseverance is highly encouraged
throughout each lesson. A favorite type of writing, so far, has
been opinion writing. Students ave been practicing their writing skills to try to change a reader’s point of view, bring about
action or emotion, or to convince someone to accept their
explanation or evaluation. As our school year continues, students will increase their repertoire of writing strategies as they
write their opinions, as well as their informative and narrative
pieces.
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The Annual Eastford
Goods & Services Auction Is Coming!
Eastford Elementary School
Save the Date: Saturday, November 18th
Doors Open at 5:00 pm
Silent Auction Opens at 5:30 pm
Live Auction Begins at 6:30 pm
Bake Sale All Night
Refreshments will be sold from 5:00 to 6:00 pm
We have amazing items at this year’s auction!
Please join us and help support the students in 5th - 8th
grade as
they raise money for the annual trip to Washington DC!
Like us on Facebook for Updates:
Eastford Elementary School Auction
Fundraiser for student field trip to Washington, DC

Give Thanks With Us!!
Special Thanksgiving Service
We will give thanks for all that we have received…. And
then we will share some pie and celebrate together.
Please join us.
Wednesday Night November 22 7:00 pm
The Congregational Church of Eastford
8 Church Road
p.s. Save the Date – Friday, December 1
Christmas Midday Dinner &
Concert with Woodstock Academy Hill Singers
Tips for Today by Liz Ellsworth
Be Thankful for nature! Create your own Thankful Tree. Fashion the tree trunk and branches out of newspaper, art supplies,
recyclables, or whatever other re-purposed item from your
home. Encourage family members to craft their own “style” of
leaves out of art supplies. Then each day throughout the month
of November, each person can write down something they are
grateful for on a self-designed leaf and hang it on the Thankful
Tree. At the end of the month you’ll have an excellent reminder
of all the things people are thankful for. For some other ideas
on creating a Thankful Tree, go to the PBS website:
www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-for-kids/thankful-tree/

Board of Education
by Linda Loretz
At its October meeting, the Eastford Board of Education ratified the newly negotiated contract with the Eastford Teachers
Association. After it is signed, it will be sent to the Town
Clerk.
The Board discussed the bus routes and recognized that the
routes are continually being fine-tuned. The Board approved a
policy regarding Management Plans And Guidelines For Students With Food Allergies and/or Glycogen Storage Disease.
The Board also received a resignation from the School Social
Worker. Additionally, the Board of Education transferred
funds from lines within their budget to fund the purchase of
media equipment for classrooms, professional development
for teachers and unexpected printing costs.

Merlo’s Home Improvement
>Custom Kitchens
>Entertainment Centers
>Interior Finish Work
>Additions
>Garages

>Bathroom Vanities
>Hutches
>Exterior Finish Work
>Remodeling
>Roofing

Scholarship Information
Please consider supporting Eastford College Scholarships.The new Eastford General Scholarship includes a nonendowed fund, from which all donations are used for scholarship awards each year, and a companion endowed fund, which
will award scholarships to Eastford students in perpetuity.
There is no minimum (or maximum) amount for individual
donations. Donations, large and small, add up to meaningful
support. Everyone contributing to these funds will be recognized in the year of their donation. Eastford's youth are our
future-a scholarship contributes to our own future. Thank
you.Donate on-line: http://www.cfect.org. Look for Eastford
General Scholarship in the drop-down list of funds. OR Fill
out the submission form: http://
www.eastfordct.org/2017ScholarshipDonationForm

Lauren Merlo
Eastford, CT
(860) 974-3331

For more information, call 860.442.3572

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT
We Specialize In
American & Italian Dishes
Pizza, Fresh Seafood
And More!
Route 44
Ashford, CT 06278
Peter & George Lytras

(860)429-1932
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Thanksgiving History-Part 1

Eastford Elementary School

Setting aside time to give thanks for one's blessings, along with
holding feasts to celebrate a harvest, are practices that long predate the European settlement of North America. The first documented thanksgiving services in territory currently belonging to the
United States were conducted by Spaniards and the French in the
1500s.
Wisdom practices such as expressing gratitude, sharing, and giving away, are an integral part of indigenous communities since time
immemorial. Thanksgiving services were routine in what became
the Commonwealth of Virginia as early as 1607.
New Englanders trace the Thanksgiving holiday to a 1621 celebration at the Plymouth Plantation, where the settlers held a harvest
feast after a successful growing season. Autumn or early winter
feasts continued sporadically in later years, first as an impromptu
religious observance and later as a civil tradition. Squanto, a Patuxet Native American who resided with the Wampanoag tribe, taught
the Pilgrims how to catch eel and grow corn and served as an interpreter for them. Squanto had learned the English language during
his enslavement in England. The Wampanoag leader Massasoit had
given food to the colonists during the first winter when supplies
brought from England were insufficient. The Pilgrims celebrated at
Plymouth for three days after their first harvest in 1621. The exact
time is unknown, but James Baker, the Plimoth Plantation vice president of research, stated in 1996, "The event occurred between
Sept. 21 and Nov. 11, 1621, with the most likely time being around
Michaelmas (Sept. 29), the traditional time." Seventeenth-century
accounts do not identify this as a thanksgiving observance, rather it
followed the harvest. It included 50 persons who were on the Mayflower (all who remained of the 100 who had landed) and 90 Native
Americans. (Source: Wikipedia)

by Carole McCombe, Principal
I would like to extend a warm thank you to the Eastford
Volunteer Fire Department for once again providing fire
safety instruction and materials to students during our Fire
Prevention Week activities. The students were very excited
to explore the fire trucks and learn about a firefighter’s
gear! Eastford Elementary School posts a monthly newsletter on the school website. Each newsletter provides curricular highlights and detailed descriptions of school events.
You can find the newsletter at: www.eastfordct.org/
domain/79
Parent/teacher conferences will be held in the evening on
November 30 and the afternoon on December 1. If you are
a parent of a student at EES and you have not scheduled a
conference, please contact your child’s teacher do so as
soon as possible. We will also have a Scholastic Book Fair
during the week of November 27. The Book Fair will be
open from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm with special evening hours
to coincide with parent/teacher conferences.
We are looking for substitutes! If you are available during the week to substitute for a teacher or paraprofessional
and you have the necessary qualifications please consider
filling out an application. Call the office for further information.
I hope to see many community members on Friday,
November 10 for our Veterans Ceremonies, and on Saturday, November 18 for the Middle School’s Annual
Goods and Services Auction. The students, parents and
staff appreciate the support of the entire Eastford community. Doors Open at 5:00 pm. There will be a silent auction
and live auction as well as a bake sale all night. All proceeds go toward students’ annual trip to Washington, DC.

Good News
Eastford's Ed Parry's Flintlock Musket is Gift to NASCAR's Dale Earnhardt, Jr.
To honor Dale Earnhardt, Jr. upon his retirement from racing, the New Hampshire Motor
Speedway presented a flintlock musket and powder horn built by Ed Parry, colonial expert at
Blackhart Long Arms in Eastford. Ed has been featured on the History Channel and other documentaries about colonial-era weaponry. Using a blend of tiger maple and brass, Ed engraved
the musket with Earnhardt's initials as well as the words "From Your Friends at the New Hampshire Motor Speedway." The powder horn is also engraved with Earnhardt's name and the New
Hampshire state motto: "Live Free or Die." During the Loudon N.H. ceremony, an $8,000 donation was made by the N.H. Chapter of Speedway Children's Charities to the Injury Prevention
Center with nearly 600 kids' bicycle helmets to be given out by the Dale Jr. Foundation Safe
Kids 301.If you have a Good News item, please email it to: eastford.communicator@gmail.com
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News You Can Use
by Deb Richards, Emergency Management Director
Voluntary and Non-Governmental Organizations Save Lives, Feed, and Support Survivors in
U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico
A crucial component has been and remains the collaboration between government, the private sector, and non-governmental
volunteer and humanitarian organizations that are essential to securing vital economic services in the U.S Virgin Islands and
Puerto Rico in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria. Many organizations are fully engaged in supporting survivors in the Caribbean.
Volunteers were positioned throughout the islands since even before the storm made landfall to rush aid to areas that needed it
most.
These organizations, funded mainly on the generosity of their members, are providing services and gathering and shipping nonperishable food, water, clean up kits and supplies to disaster survivors. Here are some examples of just a few organizations engaged in supporting ongoing relief efforts:
All Hands Volunteers sent an Immediate Response Team to St. Thomas. All Hands Volunteers continues to make assessments
throughout the island, working to identify the greatest needs and most vulnerable populations. Volunteers will also be working
to clear paths to several natural springs so people without their own water source can flush and shower.
The American Red Cross has nearly 700 trained disaster workers supporting relief efforts in the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto
Rico. Additionally, more than 100 more workers are on the way. Along with partners, the American Red Cross served more than
594,000 meals and snacks, distributed more than 324,000 relief items, and provided more than 10,400 mental health and health
services to survivors.
Americares response team in Puerto Rico hand-carried $60,000 worth of antibiotics and medical supplies, some of which were
delivered to a children’s hospital. The team is working with the Department of Health in Puerto Rico and U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services to facilitate and manage supply shipments and conduct damage assessments on health facilities.
The Church of the Latter-Day Saints is mobilizing non-perishable food, water, and other commodities to Puerto Rico and the
islands. They are working with the American Red Cross and other relief agencies to help shelter displaced residents, distribute
food, and provide home repair materials.. Building supplies such as plywood, roofing materials, nails, tools, and tarps are being
shipped from the U.S. mainland.
The Church World Service shipped 22,500 hygiene kits and 500 tarps to Puerto Rico. More than 100,000 hygiene kits and
emergency cleanup buckets have already been mobilized.
The Salvation Army is in the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. In Puerto Rico, they are preparing meals at all 13 fixed feeding sites and using nine mobile feeding units to deliver meals to the general public, people who are confined to their homes,
nursing homes, and shelters. They distributed 26,000 Meals Ready to Eat (MRE) and shelf stable meals to communities in addition to dropping off pallets of food boxes and water. Also, they are working with partners to send containers of water, food and
vital supplies to St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St. John.
Also, the Department of Homeland Security’s Center for Faith-Based & Neighborhood Partnerships and FEMA continue to coordinate with faith-based and community partners including, T.D. Jakes MegaCARE, National Latino Evangelical Coalition,
World Vision, Duncan USVI Relief, the African Methodist Episcopal Church Health Commission, Howard University, Wheaton
College Humanitarian Disaster Institute, the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., All Healers Mental Health Alliance and
others serving to meet the immediate and long term needs of survivors.For those who want to help but don’t know how, the National Voluntary Agencies Active in Disaster (NVOAD) offers ways to help at www.nvoad.org. FEMA does not transport
donations collected by local, tribal, territorial or state governments, or collected by private sector, non-governmental organizations, or voluntary organizations from point-of-collection to impacted areas. For more information on how to directly assist the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, visit www.unitedforpuertorico.com. For more information on how to directly assist the U.S.
Virgin Islands, visit www.usvirecovery.org.
Recreation News
by Valerie Katkaveck, Chair
Thank you Eastford, for another successful 5k. It makes me love this town even more to see so many people line up to volunteer
for this event. Whatever the individual reason people have to volunteer, the end result is always beneficial. It is always an honor to
be able to host this event that helps residents.
For the past six years we have been spooking up the town hall for Halloween. Unfortunately we have chosen to take a break this
year due to a serious lack of members. We have many empty chairs at our monthly meetings and just as many positions to fill.
Please help us find the right people who just want to do good things in their Community to fill those seats. Our next yearly event is
“Cookies and Cocoa with Santa” come and be a part of creating it.
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DID YOU KNOW?
By the Eastford Historical Society
IN OBSERVANCE OF VETERANS DAY
Did you know that the large stone that anchors the Eastford Veteran’s Memorial was found in the Natchaug Forest on
the former Lyon Farm, boyhood home of General Nathaniel Lyon? In 1934 a committee’s report on a Soldier’s Memorial was accepted and the result is the bronze tablets on the stone block that now stands in front of the Ivy Glenn
Memorial. It honors Eastford veterans who served in the American Revolution, War of 1812, Mexican War, SpanishAmerican War, Civil War, World War I, and World War II. In 2013 the Memorial was expanded to include Eastford
veterans who served their country after the Second World War.
“Let those who shall come after see that these men are not forgotten.”
It has been 100 years since the start of World War I. In this anniversary year we recognize the 19 Eastford men who
bravely served in that war.
CHARLES BARRINGTON, Private, Infantry, A.E.F
CLIFFORD BOWEN Private, 34th Machine Gun Battalion
DONALD COLLINS Private, Tank Corps, A.E.F
CLARENCE DEW Signal Corps, A.E.F, Wounded
CLIFFORD FRENCH, Cavalry
GEORGE GLAWSON, Navy
HOWARD GLAWSON, Navy
JOHN GLAWSON, Navy
RALPH GREEN, Six weeks in training school
WHITE HOWLETT, Infantry, Y.D. Division, gassed
JAMES JACKSON, Navy, Machinist
ALEX KALETCHITZ, Marine Service
JOHN KALETCHITZ, Private, MP Duty, A.E.F.
MERRILL KEITH 1st Class Gunner, C.A.C., A.E.F.
OLIVER LATHAM, Lieutenant, 34TH C.A.C.
EDWIN LEWIS, Mechanic, Aviation, A.E.F
HENRY MAY, Signal Corps, A.E.F.
S. ROMANIC Cook, Infantry
HENRY VALLIENT, Infantry
A.E.F. (American Expeditionary Forces)
C.A.C (Coast Artillery Corps)
Y.D. (Yankee Division)
From the Collection of Eleanor K. Lewis, donated by Nancy Mayhew.
If you would like to support the Eastford Historical Society by becoming a member or by renewing your membership,
you may find membership forms at the Post Office, Library, Town Clerk’s Office, and on our website:https://
www.eastfordct.org/Page/93. Donations are greatly appreciated.
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Honor Our Veterans!
Nov. 10, 1:30pm Veterans Memorial, Eastford Center

Honor Our Veterans!
Eastford’s Veterans Memorial at Ivy Glenn
Friday, November 10, 1:30pm
A POW/MIA Remembrance Service
by David Olsen, Commander, American Legion Post 203
Senator Tony Guglielmo
Connecticut State Honor Guard
The Eastford Singers
American Legion Representatives
Eastford School Presentations
Local Veterans are encouraged to participate
A display honors POWs and MIAs
Poppies will be available here and at the Post Office on Nov. 11
(In case of rain, celebration will be held at Eastford Elementary School)
Photos by Jill Loomis from the 2013 Dedication of Eastford’s Veterans Memorial.
Above (l) Ronnie Prentiss (RIP 2016) salutes the flag; (r) American Legion
Post 203 VC Michael Moran & Commander David Olsen, below (l) World War I
photo of Clifford French (father of Peggy Bowen), and (r) State Sen. Tony Guglielmo.
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NOTICE
EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY
ASSOCIATION
Board of Trustees
Flags: American flags and fire department flags will be
removed after Veterans Day, Saturday, November
11th. The fire department flag holders will also be
removed for the winter. Plot owners who have military markers are encouraged to remove the markers for
the winter and reset them the week prior to Memorial
Day.
Seasonal Decorations: Artificial flowers will be allowed
from Thanksgiving, November 23, 2017 to March
15, 2018. After March 15th, the seasonal decorations
will be removed and only live plants will be permitted.
For more information, contact a member of the Board of Trustees: Lauren Anderson (860-974-1349), David Barlow, Herman
Barlow, Scott Huri, Faye Logee, Linda or Rick Torgeson (860974-3311)
IN APPRECIATION
The Eastford Grove Cemetery Association
would like to thank the following donor for
their support of perpetual care:
Dr. Diane King
in memory of Virginia King
The Anderson Family
in memory of William B. Anderson, Jr.
Donations are tax-deductible and can be mailed to:
EGCA, Inc. P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT 06242

Town of Eastford – November, 2017 Calendar
1

Crystal Pond Park Commission, TOB, 6pm
Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7pm

3

Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am

4

AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm

6

Registrar of Voters, TOB, 9am – 5pm
School Readiness Council, EES, 6pm

7

ELECTION DAY, TOB, 6am – 8pm
Conservation Commission, Library, 7pm

8

Recreation Commission, TOB, 1:30pm
Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm

9

BOE, EES, 7pm

10

Communicator Deadline
Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am
Veterans Day Ceremony, Ivy Glenn, 1:30pm

11

AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm

13

BOS, TOB, 7pm

14

Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm

16

Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm

17

Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am

18

EES Auction for DC Trip, 5 pm
AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm

20

Yoga, TOB, 5:30pm – 6:30pm
Clean Energy, TOB, 7pm

Beautycounter prohibits the use of over 1500 harmful ingredients, evaluates
every potential ingredient & partners with non-GMO suppliers.

21

Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm

22

Thanksgiving, Congregational Ch, 7pm

24

Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am

25

AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm

27

Yoga, TOB, 5:30pm – 6:30pm
American Legion, TOB, 7:30pm

28

Transfer Station Committee, TOB, 8pm
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Eastford Independent Fire Co, No. 1
By Jeannine Spink, Secretary

TIP OF THE MONTH:
IT’S FIRE PREVENTION MONTH
– Practice Your Escape Plan

Condolences to the family and friends of Grayce Sanga
who recently passed away. Grayce was a key player when
the Ladies Auxiliary of the EIFC was formed. The Auxiliary did not fight fires or respond to medical emergencies
as we do today. The ladies furnished nourishment and
support when needed, i.e., Tatem Mill fire. Grayce, along
with her peers spent as many hours providing food and
“breathing in” as much smoke as anyone for the effort. In
the beginning years, the ladies sponsored many fundraisers
to help build the firehouse and purchase much needed
equipment and furnishings. All ladies who pass away, that
were members are acknowledged by the black drape above
the door and a EIFC marker and fire department flag.
Thank you, Grayce for your commitment.
Welcome to Amanda Hair, our most recent probationary
Junior Member. Amanda is a 2017 graduate of the
Eastford School, attends Woodstock Academy, and is
CPR/First Aid certified. Welcome!
The October Steak Supper was a success, as usual.
Thank you to those who purchased tickets. Our next supper is scheduled for the 3rd Saturday in April, 2018.There
were 13 fire/medical emergencies for the month of September. In addition to regular meetings, drills included
search and rescue using Ranger 171, in the woods, after
dark, to locate, remove and evaluate a “victim”. Ranger
171 is a modified piece of apparatus that is used primarily
to search for, and remove victims that are deep in the
woods and not easily accessible by foot or fire truck/rescue
truck. It is fully stocked with medical and fire suppression
equipment that allows us to begin patient care immediately.

How to Survive a Fire in Your Home! The best way to
protect everyone in your home from death or injury in a
fire is to know what to do when you hear the sound of
your smoke alarms.
PLAN YOUR ESCAPE: Sit down with everyone and talk
about the best ways to get out quickly. Draw a floor plan
of your home that shows 2 ways out of each room. Post
your plan where all can see it. Agree on a meeting place
away from the building.
PRACTICE YOUR ESCAPE: Most fatal home fires happen
at night. Close off some exits and pretend they’re
blocked. Practice escape plans every six months.
BE PREPARED: Make sure everyone can hear and recognize the sound of your alarms. Practice calling “911”.
Make sure all exits (windows, doors, stairways) are not
blocked by debris and clutter. Make sure those with
specific needs or the elderly can escape and someone is
in charge of making that happen.

On October 13th, Pre K/K students walked to the firehouse from the school to visit, climb on the trucks and do
some creative coloring. Their artistry was hung around the
firehouse interior for those attending the steak supper. It is
always a treat to host these “budding members” annually.
Being a member of the EIFC is not always hard work for
us.
Annual testing of ladders, hose, pumps and members
who wear SCBA’s (Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus)
took place during September. All equipment is 24/7 ready
as are members physically fit to wear an SCBA.
(continued next column)

Adult Pick-up BasketBall
Wednesday Nights
7 – 9 pm At Eastford School Gym
Bring both white and dark shirts
Email Mike for more info mbilica@gmail.com
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Eastford Seniors By Linda SM dos Santos

Thanksgiving History - Part II

The October Bus Trip from Eastford to the Publick House in
Sturbridge assisted Autism Awareness. The bus was arranged
by the Eastford Senior Citizens, and provided by Eastford’s
own Rukstela Charter Services. Come Join your family,
friends, & neighbors on WEDNESDAY EVENING NOVEMBER 8 for a Fabulous POTLUCK DINNER held at 5:45 PM
at the Eastford Congregation Church Hall on 8 Church Road.
ALL are Welcome and everyone brings delicious potluck food
item(s) to share. The ♪♪SECOND HELPING♪♪ will be Singing
and Playing Dance Music. The Eastford Senior Citizens have
Lots and Lots of Fun Surprises, including Door Prizes at 7 PM.
Please call or text 860-538-8868 to let us know what Potluck
items you are bringing, and how many are in your group. Please
drop off food items at 5:30 PM.
Medicare Open Enrollment ends December 7. Drug companies can change their formulary each year and may not cover
certain drugs if they become too expensive. Check your medications with your HMO, PPO, and/or your Medicare Part D
prescription plan to make sure you are covered. Quinebaug Valley Senior Regional Senior Center (QV), serving Eastford,
Brooklyn, Canterbury, killingly, Plainfield, Pomfret, Putnam,
Sterling, Thompson, and Woodstock, can help you in evaluating and comparing plans, or help applying for the Medicare
Savings Program, call for an appointment, 860-774-1243. QV
is located at 69 South Main Street, in Brooklyn, CT. (Please
read all mail carefully, be aware of Medicare scams.) Recently,
the Eastern CT Transportation Consortium (E.C.T.C.) received
a grant supported by Senior Resources-Agency on Aging with
Title III Funds made available under the Older Americans Act,
www.ectcinc.com. The NEST Program (North Eastern Senior
Transportation), provides seniors with FREE Travel Vouchers
through their transportation programs. Seniors Need To Apply.
The money is on a “first-come basis” effective until the money
runs out. Laurie McElwee is the ECTC Mobility Information
Specialist for Eastern Connecticut Transportation Consortium,
Inc., (860) 859-5792, ectcmobility@yahoo.com .
Connect on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?
id=357027888&trk

On October 6, 1941, both houses of the U.S. Congress
passed a joint resolution fixing the traditional lastThursday date for the holiday beginning in 1942. However, in December of that year the Senate passed an amendment to the resolution that split the difference by requiring that Thanksgiving be observed annually on the fourth
Thursday of November, which was usually the last Thursday and sometimes (two years out of seven, on average)
the next to last.[43] The amendment also passed the House,
and on December 26, 1941, President Roosevelt signed
this bill, for the first time making the date of Thanksgiving a matter of federal law and fixing the day as the fourth
Thursday of November. A Thanksgiving tradition is
providing food for the needy. In Eastford, our Food Pantry needs donations of cash as well as food items to provide baskets to local families that include fresh foods.
U.S. tradition compares the holiday with a meal held in
1621 by the Wampanoag and the Pilgrims who settled at
Plymouth Plantation. It is continued in modern times with
the Thanksgiving dinner, traditionally featuring turkey,
playing a central role in the celebration of Thanksgiving.
In fact, 45 million turkeys were consumed on Thanksgiving Day alone in 2015. Mashed potatoes with gravy,
sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce, sweet corn, various fall
vegetables, squash, and pumpkin pie are commonly associated with Thanksgiving dinner. Green bean casserole
was introduced in 1955 and remains a favorite. All of
these are actually native to the Americas or were introduced as a new food source to the Europeans when they
arrived.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

DLM
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Int/Ext. Trim
Custom Built-Ins
Kitchen Remodeling
Ceramic Tile

Window Replacement
Computer Stations
Painting Int/Ext
Power Washing
Dan Merlo
974-1824

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available

BUY ONE GET ONE - one lesson - GRATIS
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HOW CAN YOU HELP THE EASTFORD FOOD
PANTRY?

Eastford Readiness Council
Jennifer Barlow
12 Westford Rd
Eastford, CT 06242
(802) 974-1130

As of this writing, we are beginning preparations for
holiday food baskets. At this time of year, both perishable and non-perishable foods items are included in
these baskets making monetary donations extremely
helpful.
If you would like to make a food donation, items in
short supply are low sugar cereals, oatmeal, rice, tuna,
soups, canned fruits and juices, peanut butter, jelly,
pasta sauce, macaroni and cheese, bisquick or baking
mix, granola bars, flour, sugar, coffee, tea, toiletries.
The Eastford Food Pantry is funded through the
generous donations of people like you, including
churches and businesses in our community. Donations
can be made payable to: Town of Eastford (Food Pantry on memo line), PO Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. If
you have need for a holiday food basket and/or general assistance from the food pantry, please call Steve
or Karen at 974-1618, or contact the First Selectman’s
Office.

The Readiness Program has settled nicely into their daily
routines. They had a busy month of October that included visiting the Eastford Public Library, the Eastford Fire
Department, Buell’s Orchard, and participating in our
Fire Prevention Day on October 17, 2017. Readiness
families are looking forward to parent-teacher conferences at the end of November and upcoming holiday activities.
For more information on the program please look online at the Program’s handbook. You can also contact the
Head Teacher, Christine Kopplin at ckopplin@eastfordct.org or the Readiness Council Liaison,
Jen Barlow, at jbarlow@eastfordct.org
Mark your calendar!
November 6th: Readiness Council Meeting @ 6:00
December 4th: Readiness Council Meeting @ 6:00
Eastford Artist’s Open Studio—Free—Refreshments
November 24, 25, 26 & December 2, 3—10am-5pm
Bruce Lippincott Nature Photography
157 Old Colony Road (860) 974-1663
www.brucelippincott.com
Bruce’s limited edition, museum quality images are New
England landscapes & seascapes & the Canadian Maritimes.

ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning,
Personal Injury, Probate, Elder
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning
(& more!)
www.attorneypalulis.com
michele@attorneypalulis.com
158 Main St.., Suite #2
Putnam, CT 06260
(860) 928-9928

860-315-9656
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Library News
By Susan Shead

Dear Readers:
We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator.
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs.
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can,
please send a donation. Thank you!

On behalf of the Library Board I would like to thank all
the patrons who came to the library during the week of
Oct. 26th and participated in our Adopt a Book fundraiser.
Remember you can still adopt a book as a gift to the library and recognize someone special at the same time.
Storytime for pre schoolers(age 3+) is on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 9:30AM. Please join us!
Interlibrary loan is back at The Eastford Public Library!
We are hooked up to CONNect which is an interlibrary
loan service connecting agent verso libraries here in the
Northeast.
There are discount passes at the library for Mystic
Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England
Air Museum, and free admission passes to the New Britain
Museum of American Art, Wadsworth Atheneum, and
Connecticut’s Old State House. We also have coupons for
20% off general admission for The Connecticut Science
Center.

Your Name:___________________________________________
Mailing address_______________________________________
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________
Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________
Please make checks payable to:
Eastford Communicator
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242
THANK YOU! The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator
ATTENTION
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month
Eastford Communicator Volunteers
Executive Editor
Carol Davidge
Composition/News
Deb Yazo
Volunteers
Ruth Yulo, Tom French, Megan Calchera
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Communicator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as
offensive or slanderous.

Please note:
The library will be closed on Saturday Nov. 11th for
Veterans Day and Thursday Nov.23rd Thanksgiving.
The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am
to 8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm.

14

The Eastford Communicator

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Dana P. Woods, MD

Tom French, Accountant
Full Accounting & Tax Services
For Businesses and Individuals
12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond)
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net
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Honor Our Veterans!
Nov. 10, 1:30pm Veterans Memorial, Eastford Center

Event Schedule page 9

Vision
MIKE SCHULTZ
First Selectman

Action

Experience

Eastford

TERRY COTE
Selectman

“Eastford’s rural quality drew
me here 45 years ago. I offer
a responsible approach to
town government.”

EXPERIENCED LEADER
Selectman for 8 years. Worked hard to keep taxes low
while supporting quality education and town priorities.
DEDICATED
22 years of service on Eastford boards and committees.
ACCOMPLISHED
Team player with extensive management experience.

Eastford:
“Care for it!
Enhance it!
Pass it on!”

“Eastford is a great
community where
one person can make
a difference. I take pride
in Eastford and my
contributions to
the town.”

EXPERIENCED MANAGER
Successful business manager for 30 years.
FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE
Administered multimillion dollar budgets.
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR
Skilled in contract negotiations and customer relations.

VOTE on NOVEMBER 7 — Support the Democratic Team:
First Selectman: MikeSchultz * Selectman: Terry Cote * Treasurer: Megan Calchera
Board of Education, 4 Year Term: Megan Calchera, Terry Cote * Library Trustee: Carol Barry
Board of Assessment Appeals: Robert Johnson * Constable: Arvind Shaw, Mike Schultz
Find Eastford CT Democrats on Facebook — Contact: eastfordctdems@gmail.com
Donations may be sent to the Eastford Democratic Town Committee, P.O. Box 162, Eastford CT 06242
Paid for by the Eastford Democratic Town Committee, Robert Williams, Treasurer
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