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Selectman’s Snippets
Budget- We the Board of Finance continue to work hard in planning, monitoring, and preparing a fiscal conservative budget approach to the taxpayers of Eastford.
Community – Great things happen in our community! The hearts that continue to be on display
throughout our community say THANK YOU to all of our local heroes!
If you need assistance to get vaccinated, please contact the Selectmen’s Office by phone 860-974-0133
ext. 3. Please visit our website for updates www.eastfordct.org/eastford .
“People coming together as a community can make things happen.” ~Jacob Rees-Mogg~
Transfer Station – Thank you for recycling. If you are not sure what can be recycled go to williwaste.com click Recycling,
scroll down to the question; Can I recycle it? After you type in an item, the instructions are provided. We have a list available
on our website as well. Stickers are to be affixed to windshield’s lower left-hand corner. Limit: 2 cubic yards per week –
roughly one level pickup load. We will be enforcing residents to comply with rules concerning the Transfer Station. Please secure rubbish pails as you travel to Transfer Station. Thank you for wearing a mask.
Police Services – During the month of February, Troop D responded to 11 calls.These calls of service included: Accidents: 0,
Criminal Invest: 1, Burglaries 0, Larcenies: 0, Traffic Citations: 1, Written Warning: 0, and Non-Reportable Matters: 10.
Reminder: call 911 whenever there is an emergency.
Respectfully yours, Jacqueline Dubois, First Selectman

Of Special Note: The Eastford Historical Society
is gathering school photos and needs your help
(see p3, photo, right); School News (pp 4-5);
Conservation & Historic Preservation (p7)
Library News (p2); Veterans (p11);
Emergency Preparedness (p7); Food Pantry (p2);
Old Cemetery Restoration (p5); Seniors (p11);
Eastford Historical Society Did You Know (p10);
Eastford Independent Fire Co. (p6)
Please consider donating to Eastford
organizations—addresses in Eastford 06242:
Eastford Independent Fire Co. (POB 333)
Donations & Volunteers are needed to sustain
service; …. who are you going to call?
Town of Eastford, zip code 06242:
Town of Eastford’s: Old Cemetery Preservation Committee (POB 98); Food Pantry (POB 98);
Crystal Pond Park Commission (POB 98); Union Society Fund (POB 98); Grove Cemetery Assn. (POB 284);
American Legion Post 203 (POB 131); Eastford Historical Society (POB 350)
Save the bees. 35% of food crops depend on bees, yet
they are disappearing—you can help (back cover, p7)
Photo: bee covered with pollen by Deb Torcellini.

Congratulations National Champs!
The Woodstock Academy Model United Nations Team (p4)
Earth Day April 22—Help the Pollinators (back cover, p7)
Read about the origins of The Eastford Communicator, by
Sue Orcutt & Liz Scranton (p8)

THANK YOU DONORS!
The Communicator needs your donations… now more than
ever to continue to provide news to 1,000 families.
Please support our advertisers.
Thank you recent donors:
Douglas Brand
Charles Demarest
Robert Krom
Phyllis Koehler
Donna Leake
Please send your donations to: Eastford Communicator,
P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242
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FOOD PANTRY
The Food Pantry would like to thank the many residents of Eastford who have
helped replenish supplies to our pantry. Demand for our services remains high
and thanks to our residents, we have been able to meet that demand. Very special thanks go out to Phil Willis for his very generous donation. We would also
like to thank David & Christine Hustus and Roger & Judith Boisvert for their
continued monthly donations to our pantry. Thank you to Al Green; and Lynn
Nelson for their donations. Financial donations are critical to the work we do
and allow us to purchase essential items that are missing from our pantry. Any
Eastford resident in need who would like to avail themselves of the food pantry
can place a confidential call anytime to Steve or Karen at 974-1618, or contact
the First Selectman’s Office.
***************************************************************
Library News by Aubrey Hines
Eastford Public Library is now open to the public without an appointment required. We are still offering curbside service as well. During your visit, we require
that you wear a mask and use the disposable gloves or hand sanitizer provided in
the lobby. There are several upcoming library events. Please see the library’s
webpage for more information. We have an email newsletter as well. You can sign
up through the link on our webpage: https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/1133. We
are also busy re-organizing the library at this time to make it more user-friendly
for all. Come check out the changes in process! We have extended our hours to
include Saturdays and Thursday mornings. The current library hours are Mondays and Tuesdays 1pm-6pm, Thursdays 11am-6pm, and Saturdays 9am-12pm.

Midway Restaurant

Open Sun-Thurs 11am to 8pm;
Fri-Sat 11am-9pm
174 Ashford Center Rd (Rt.44)
Ashford 06278

We specialize In American & Italian
Dishes, Pizza, Fresh Seafood, Roast Beef
Phone: 860-429-1932.
Take-out /curbside only
(call / pay 15 minutes ahead)
Full Menu items
Fri&Sat Prime Rib
Order online:
https://eatatmidway.com/
Specials: Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/
MidwayRestaurantAndPizza/

EARTH DAY IS APRIL 22, 2021

DLM
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Int/Ext. Trim
Custom Built-Ins
Kitchen Remodeling
Ceramic Tile

Window Replacement
Computer Stations
Painting Int/Ext
Power Washing
Dan Merlo
974-1824

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available
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From the Superintendent’s Office by Donna Leake, PhD
Although our Board of Education deserves appreciation and thanks for all that
they do for the students, staff and families at EES, March is the month set aside to
officially recognize the work of the volunteers who serve on BOEs. At our March
meeting we presented the members of our BOE: Mr. Bowen, Ms. Cote, Mrs.
Skiff, Ms. Calchera, Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. Minor and Mrs. Perry, with a card of
thanks, crafted by Mrs. Chretien, and a face mask, stitched by Mrs. Lynch, which
simply stated; “We Can’t MASK Our Appreciation for ALL you do!” This was
followed by a special musical performance choreographed by our music teachers,
Mr. Tomanelli and Mr. Vaughan, and thank-you presentations by students in the
classrooms of Mrs. Bibeault, Mrs. Rhynhart and Ms. Dill. At the March meeting,
the BOE took the following actions:
-The Board recognized Grade 4 student Mia Kernan and Grade 5 student Josiah
Chiles as Citizens of the Trimester.
-Appointed Mr. Bowen, Ms. Calchera and Mr. Ellsworth as the BOE negotiations
team for the AFSCME contract.
-Reduced the 2021-22 budget request to $4,258,984 in response to a slight
reduction in anticipated medical, dental and vision benefit costs.
-Approved a modification of the Long-Term Capital Improvement Plan to
include reductions in the amounts requested for the boiler project and the roofing
project and the addition of an architect for the roof project.
-Supported Mrs. McCombe’s future decisions with regards to participation in the
spring sports program.
-Recommended the appointment of Mr. Bowen and Mr. Ellsworth as the Town
Roof Replacement Committee.
-Approved the transfer of $12,196.52 from 100.1000.1.111.00.5 (Salary Teachers,
Reg) to 100.1200.3.561.00.5 (Tuition, SE, Public).
In closing, many thanks and much appreciation to our partners, Linda Colangelo and Sue Starkey at the Northeast District Department of Health for providing
an on-site vaccination clinic for our school staff. Thanks to their dedicated efforts,
all staff members of EES were provided with the opportunity to be fully vaccinated by the end of March.
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Congratulations National Champs:
The Woodstock Academy Model
United Nations Team
The Woodstock Academy Model UN
team recently captured the 2021
National title for a third year in a
row, winning first place in both
research and overall. It was also the
first time that every WA student who
took part placed in the competition,
earning them the highest award
percentage at the conference. Model
United Nations is an extra-curricular
activity in which students, referred to as
delegates, are assigned a country to represent in one of the UN’s
numerous committees with set topics to
debate. They research the
background of the country, the country’s position on the topics at hand, and
prepare notes on possible
solutions to the problems faced. In
addition to competing for the team
award. Nationals also recognizes
individual student achievements with
Awards of Distinction (first place);
Awards of Excellence (second place);
Awards of Merit (third place) and
Honorable Mention.
he following Woodstock Academy
MUN students received individual
awards at Nationals:
Award of Distinction: Riley Chapuis;
Award of Distinction:
Alexander Williams;
Award of Distinction:
Kaily LaChapelle;
Award of Distinction:
Hannah Darigan;
Award of Excellence: Eli Werstler;
Award of Merit: Sam Massey;
Honorable Mention: Ethan Bove;
Honorable Mention: Ashley Nunes;
Honorable Mention:
Clayton Singleton;
Honorable Mention: Katie Ben;
Honorable Mention: Emily McClure.

Eastford Old Cemetery Report
Restoration is in
progress at
Eastford's
Old Cemetery.
The Aaron Davis
gravestone is to
be
repaired/leveled
reset
(photo of the
month).
Thank you to
donors:
Cathy Clark
Peter & Diana
Perkins
Your donation will help.
I wish to contribute to the Old Cemetery
Restoration Project.
My check in the amount of $__________,
payable to Town of Eastford, is enclosed, with
‘Old Cemetery’ noted on the memo line.
Name ______________________________
Address ____________________________
___________________________________
Mail to: Eastford Selectmen’s Office
PO Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242

From the Principal’s Desk by Carole Macombe
This time last year, I was discussing the closing of school due to the
Covid-19 pandemic and planning how we would continue instruction
remotely. It is amazing that students, staff and families have adjusted
as well as they have to such adverse conditions and yet we continue to
adapt, persevere and support each other to educate the children of
Eastford in the best way that we can. Things are beginning to look
more hopeful, vaccines are becoming more accessible, and some restrictions are starting to be lifted. The days are getting brighter and
longer and there is a lot to look forward to as we move through the
last third of the school year.
We are exploring the feasibility of hosting a co-ed track team this
spring and are beginning to consider plans for our eighth grade graduation and other traditional end of year celebrations. We continue to
routinely evaluate student academic progress and social-emotional
needs and work with our families to assist students who are struggling, especially those who have been impacted by the pandemic.
In late April and throughout May, students in grades 3-8 will be
taking the Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBAC) and students in
grades 5 and 8 will take the Next Generation Science Assessment
(NGSS). We won’t receive results immediately [- parent reports are
usually sent early in the next school year - but these standardized formal assessments will provide us with valuable student information
that will help to inform how we individualize our instruction going
into the next school year. More information about these assessments
and the assessment schedules will be sent home as we get closer to
the end of April.
Please remember that there is no in-person learning for students on
April 1 and the school will be closed on April 2 for the holiday weekend. Students and staff will be able to enjoy an extended break the
week of April 19 for our spring vacation. Barring any unforeseen
events, our last day of school for the 2020-2021 school year will be
on June 17.
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our parent groups
who have continued to meet virtually throughout the pandemic. Both
our PTO and School Readiness groups have met monthly to discuss
and plan innovative ways to support our students, families and staff.
We appreciate all that you do!
—————————————————————————
From the Assessor’s Office
Homeowners program runs from February 1 – May 15th. Persons already on the program should have received a letter from the Assessor’s Office notifying you that you do not need to refile this year due
to COVID. The only people who need to file this year are new applicants. You will need to provide proof of income, copy of tax return if
required to file and a copy of your SSA-1099. The same applies to the
Additional Veteran’s Program for 2021, and the Local Option Homeowners program. The Renters program runs from April 1st through
October 1st. Please bring proof of your income, annual rent payments
and electric bills. If you have any questions feel free to contact Mary
Lavallee at 860974-1291 X7 or assessor@townofeastford.com
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EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, INC by: Jeannine Spink
Our condolences to the family of Helen Harding who recently passed away. Helen, along with her husband Everett,
were long standing members as Fire Police and Ladies Auxiliary respectively. Helen was one of the original Auxiliary
who worked tirelessly at calls where food was required, and a fixture at all our social fundraising events.
Welcome to Jason Albrecht as our newest, VOLUNTEER Probationary Member.
At this time of year, we would be preparing shopping lists and duties for our April Steak Supper. This is the third
COVID-19 driven fundraiser that will not happen. Our independent fund raisers have been instrumental in contributing to our already financially strapped operating budget. Department operation costs and fees keep rising, but the
money to support those expenditures is getting less.
Thank you to all who regularly and generously contribute to our operating budget. If you wish to participate in the
financial support of the EIFC, your tax deferred donation can be sent to: EIFC, PO Box 333, Eastford, CT 06242.
Also, at this time, we would begin our canvass to get new VOLUNTEERS. Our numbers are down, meaning each one
of us has to assume additional responsibilities. OSHA, NFPA and OEMS continue to demand more and more of us no
matter how small the department is.
In the positive, we will be accepting our new Engine Tanker 271 soon. When it does arrive, we will open the house to
the community to view our new truck, thank the tax payers for voting “yes” and answer questions about becoming a
VOLUNTEER to assist with fire suppression, emergency medical services and/or support. Not everyone wants to fight
a fire or render medical care. We have an important job for everyone. Public safety should be a priority for all residents in Eastford –

“Neighbors Helping Neighbors”
We all need to step up in some manner, no matter how little or how much time you can give to protect the safety of
Eastford. The long-term result would bring the VOLUNTEER fire service up to where it is healthy again and save you,
the taxpayers, the dollars it would take to have a “paid” department. More important would be your true sense of
community because Eastford is YOUR town.

THANK YOU
THANK YOU to the Charter Members. These men saw the need to protect the Town of Eastford in the days of little
firefighting knowledge and no financial resources.
THANK YOU to the Ladies Auxiliary, who took it upon themselves to help, earn money to purchase equipment,
prepare food and lend their support, and often put themselves in danger.
THANK YOU to the EMT’s and EMR’s who are ready to respond any time of the day or night, in any weather to give
care to the hurt or sick.
THANK YOU to the Fire Police. Their knowledge of handling and rerouting traffic to assure the safety of members
and equipment.
THANK YOU to the firefighters who have been members who remain active or are Veterans for they are our
foundation. New Members? Welcome to the smoke, rain, snow, heat and no sleep!
THANK YOU to the Eastford citizens. Without your “yes” votes at budget meetings in support of our financial needs
and apparatus, the fire department would not have advanced and grown to the level of performance it is today.
FINALLY, we thank ourselves—for we are the VOLUNTEERS of the Eastford Independent Fire Company, #1, Inc.
- MORE TO COME -

Eastford’s new fire truck
Photo by Rob Torcellini
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Tips for Today by Liz Ellsworth
National Arbor Day, a day to celebrate trees, is
held on the last Friday in April. This year (2021)
it will be on Friday, April 30th. What are your
favorite trees? What can you do in your yard, at
your favorite park, or on your most-treasured forest trail to protect and to conserve trees? I.D.
trees utilizing the online guide “What Tree Is
That?” from the Arbor Day Foundation. For more
information on trees and National Arbor Day, go
to: www.arborday.org/celebrate/celebrationmaterials.cfm.
Also, remember that April is EARTH
MONTH. Pick one earth-friendly action to do
each month for the rest of 2021.
—————————————
Help the Bees!
(Sources: Friends of the Earth, Science/Nature,
"COSMOS" with Neil DeGrasse Tyson)
Bees are disappearing. Thirty-five percent of the
world's food crops depend on bees to pollinate
them. We in Eastford are aware of the importance
of bees for pollinating apples. Yet, one-fourth of
all known bee species have not been seen in the
wild since the 1990s. Best known are honeybees
and bumblees yet the world of bees is much larger. Twenty-five years ago, there were 20,000
unique species of bees. New research from the
Global Biodiversity Information Facility shows
us that a full quarter of these have gone missing,
and that no scientist has observed them in nature
for the last three decades - 5,000 different species. They may not be extinct - thet may have
become so scarce that they are no longer observed in the wild, or many of them may be gone
forever. This is a local as well as a world-wide
crisis. You can help the bees and other pollinators
such as butterflies by planting pollinator plants in
your yard or gardens.
References: Neil DeGrasse Tyson
"COSMOS: The Importance of Bees":
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=uXCrRibyCIA
Science/Nature:
https://www.sci-nature.vip/2020/12/bees-are-now
-considered-most-important.html?
fbclid=IwAR3QJWFg9rXfcNojZ0gjWrbFvKEH
TkM1q-vBRKxtbtJVvicf_Iqy41e6i-E&m=1
.

Conservation and Historic
Preservation Commission
(CHPC) News
by Deb Lee, Co-Chair

Last summer I was shocked by the lack of
insects in my Eastford garden. Usually by
mid-Spring we have lots of small moths,
butterflies, and different kinds of beerelatives visiting our plants. Even the annoying ones, wasps
and yellow jackets, were in short supply. I never thought I’d
miss Japanese beetles. We think of ourselves out here in
Eastford as living in a pretty pristine natural area, so where did
our natural co-habitants go?
Although many people enjoy birds and plants, they often
feel quite negative about insects. They fail to recognize the
importance of insects in the ecosystems we live in. Too often
our approach is “the only good bug is a dead bug”. Birds don’t
feel that way. They like to, need to, eat them. Many plants rely
on insects (pollinator insects) for their reproduction. And we
all rely on them for a lot of natural recycling and soil building.
The “poster child” or “canary in the coal mine” for concern
about plunging insect populations is the beautiful monarch
butterfly. Many people have gotten involved by planting
milkweed (or just let existing stands of it grow) in order to
provide food for monarchs on their long migrations. Last
spring E’ford CHPC member, Amanda Manso teamed with the
CT Pollinator Pathway Project and EES to promote pollinator
insect awareness. Students in 4th Grade class created basket
gardens to attract pollinator species of insect to their home
gardens.
In 2021. the Commission wants to continue working with
the CT Pollinator Pathway organization to encourage people in
Eastford to plant more pollinator-friendly flowers, shrubs, and
trees that support our native insects and birds, reduce their use
of insect-harming pesticides, and control invasive plants. For
more information on this topic visit the Eastford Public
Library. Online check out pollinator-pathway.org, UConn
Extension bug week, CT Audubon plants for birds, and CT
DEEP for lists of native plants and invasive plants.
————————————————————————
News You Can Use
by Deb Richards, Emergency Management Director
Tips on Surviving a Tornado
-Know where to shelter at home, work or school if a tornado strikes.
-If you are indoors, take cover in the cellar or a small space (a
closet or bathroom) in the interior of your home. If you can’t
decide where to go, choose the bathroom. The bathtub is a
good, solid structure to hunker down in.
-Stay away from windows!
-If you are outdoors, find a field or ditch away from items that
can fly through the air. Lie down as flat as you can.
-Do not stay in a car or try to drive away from a tornado. Cars
can be flung about by high winds or crushed by debris.
-If you have evacuated your home, do not return until it is
deemed safe to do so by local officials.
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The Eastford Communicator will be 30 years old in April, 2022. Here are some memories by Sue Orcutt, who had the idea to
create a town newspaper, and Liz Scranton, daughter of Jon Munson who was the first editor. Thanks to Phyllis Koehler who
wrote with her donation that she helped start The Communicator and triggered these memories.

From Sue Orcutt:
I had been living in Eastford for
three years and realized that there
was no avenue communicating between the “workings” of the town
and the rest of the community. I
would find out later that there had
been a town meeting. I asked myself, “Why not have a town newsletter to let people know what was
happening in town?” John
Schmidt had just been elected as
first selectman and I
approached him at the TOB to see
if he thought this was a good idea.
While I was there, a gentleman had
overheard me, and volunteered to
be the editor if we got the paper off
the ground. He was Jon
Munson with his young daughter
Liz. After a few meetings, and
gathering a couple others to help
(Barbara Klare and Barbara Porciello), and Jon spending hours
typing in Barbara Klare’s
basement, we launched the first
copy of the Communicator on
April, 1992. It looked primitive
compared to how the Communicator looks now-with just one page,
back and front-but we were proud.
We also knew we needed an assistant editor to help John. I had interviewed John Savage for that
first edition, and was equally impressed by John’s wife Katie. So I
boldly strode up to Katie’s house to
ask her to fill this position. As I
look back, I remember entering
Katie’s bedroom where she lay recovering from knee surgery. I was
lucky she said yes. We couldn’t get
out a May issue, but in June we
had our second edition which
looked much more professional
now that we were using the typesetting and printing services of
Fenton River Office; we added advertising sponsors; and we added a
new staff member, Phyllis Koehler.
By the time of the third edition in
July, we had
added Deb Richards and Glenn
Orcutt. I remember Jon commenting after a few years of the paper’s
existence, “…and a lot of people
thought The Communicator wasn’t
going to make it”.
It did make it, and I give great
thanks to all those people who have
worked and are still working hard
to continue the legacy of
The Communicator.

We want to thank all who assisted through the years: Eastford Senors, Russ Mayhew, Ruth & Ralph Yulo, with a special thanks to Debbie Yazo who, for 20 years,
gathered news and laid out The Eastford Communicator. Below is the Masthead
from the very first Eastford Communicator, thanks to Sue Orcutt.

..........

From Liz Scranton:
I was eight at the time of the Communicator’s birth. The conversation
in my household had centered around how people in town received
town news.
My father, Jon Munson, wrote for his fraternity paper. He enjoyed
English literature and above all else, news specifically. Now, remember
in 1992 the internet was still in its infancy and there was no social media, so a lot of information was passed around town via word of
mouth. If you wanted to find information you either had to be on a
committee or know someone who was at the meeting.
This lack of communication frustrated my father. I also believe this is
how he coaxed my mother into having one of the first meetings at our
home on Crystal Pond to discuss the possibility of a town newspaper.
There were several meetings to discuss content, billing and editing.
The first issue was put together in Barbara Klare’s basement. I’m not
sure if she was the only one with a processor capable of putting
together the paper, but Barbara was also a neighbor and family
member.
My father and Barbara spent many hours together down there putting
the first few issues together until we bought a house on Westford Road
where my dad was able to have an office and purchase his own computer.
The middle to the end of each month was always an interesting time
because once the Communicator took off, Kate Savage and my dad
would review the submissions for the month, edit and place them in
the template. Kate and Jon did not always see eye to eye, but they always exited the office with smiles on their faces and an agreement to
see what the next month would bring.
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EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC
greatly appreciates the following donors
who have given to the perpetual care fund:
Linda & Rick Torgeson
Carol & Bill Anderson
In memory of Lucille & Bill Anderson, Jr.
Carolyn Hazard
Lauren Anderson
Donations are tax-deductible and can be mailed to:
EGCA, Inc. P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT 06242
Notice
Submitted by the Board of Trustees
The Annual Meeting has been postponed until further notice.
Flags: American flags and Fire Department Flags will be placed at the
cemetery on Friday, May 28th @ 5:00 p.m. The Memorial
Day weekend is May 29-31, 2021; all flags are removed after
Veterans’ Day, November 11th.
Flag Holder: If you are interested in ordering a flag holder for your
veteran’s flag, contact Lauren Anderson at 860-974-1349 by
Friday, May 7th.
Plot/Space Purchase: Appointments can be made to view the cemetery grounds and to select a plot for purchase. To make an appointment, call 860-974-1349.
Plot Diagrams Available: Plot owners, or a family member, may
obtain a diagram of their plot by writing to: EGCA, INC. P.O.
Box 284, Eastford, 06242.
Mowing Season: Between March 15th and Thanksgiving, only live
flowers may be planted, or placed in plastic pots, within 12” of
the base of the monument; all artificial flowers and ornaments
are prohibited during the mowing season and will be removed.
For more information, contact a member of the Board of Trustees: LindaTorgeson, Rick Torgeson, Lauren Anderson, Herman Barlow, David
Barlow, Carolyn Hazard, Scott Huri, Alex Kowalchuk
--------------------------------------------------Donations are appreciated and are tax deductible:
Yes, I would like to help with the beautification of the cemetery.
Enclosed is my gift of $
Name
Address
City

State

Zip

Gift in memory of
Send to: Eastford Grove Cemetery Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT 06242

Eastford-A Connecticut Best
Small Town.
Connecticut Magazine’s cover
story in March 1993 showed
Eastford with Bowens Garage,
the Ivy Glenn, cows, trees and
people walking around the village. Rankings were based on
quality of life, affordability,
good schools, low crime rate,
leisure and other measures.
Those qualities remain today.
Information:
www.eastfordct.org/
townofeastford and Facebook:
Eastford CT06242
See also article in
Willimantic Chronicle,
Jan 23, 2021
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Dear Readers:
We hope you contribute to The Eastford Communicator. Ads
do not cover printing & postage costs. The Communicator is
Eastford’s main source of news about events, town government, and local organizations. We need donors to support
this effort if we are to continue. If you can, please send a
donation. Thank you!
Name:___________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:_______
Please make checks payable to:
Eastford Communicator. PO Box 253, Eastford, Ct 06242
THANK YOU! The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator
ATTENTION: All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s
name, address & telephone, for verification. All items submitted are
subject to editing. Article contents are those of the submitters, who
are responsible for content. The Communicator does not print
letters to editor or items it regards as offensive or slanderous.
Advertisements are paid by the advertiser, who is responsible for
the advertisement’s content. The Communicator reserves the right
to reject any submissions.
Thank you for your support. Carol Davidge, Editor

DID YOU KNOW? Eastford Historical Society
Did you know that Eastford Elementary School first opened for the 1949-1950 school year to seventy-four students in
grades kindergarten through eight? Three of the school’s four rooms were used as classrooms by teachers, Eleanor
Lewis, Mary Morton, and Beatrice Buell. The fourth room was reserved for school activities.
Donations of original writings, old photographs, and small historical items are greatly appreciated.
If you have items to donate or loan please call Tom Latham, 860-974-1610, or Linda Torgeson, 860-933-0468.

Kindly consider making a donation to the Society. Your support would be greatly appreciated. (P.O. Box 350, Eastford, CT 06242).
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The American Legion Post 203: In Honor of SSgt Joseph Phaneuf, II (KIA,December 15, 2006 in Afghanistan).
Donations are requested for the bench in Memory of Eastford’s Gold Star Veteran. A stone bench with memorial
plaque has been installed in Eastford's Veterans Memorial. Joe served with the Connecticut Army National Guard from 19871997 and 2001-2006 in Iraq and Afghanistan. He was killed in Action December 15, 2006 while serving with the 1st Battalion 102nd Infantry Unit. To make a donation to this memorial, send your check payable to: American Legion Post 203, and
mailed to Post Office Box 131, Eastford, CT 06242. Thank you to those who have donated.
Attention Veterans:
Veterans Information & Assistance- American Legion Soldiers' Sailors' & Marines' Fund, 844-454-8900 or http://
www.alctssmf.org/ Includes Energy Assistance -Honorably Discharged Veterans who served during specified periods and
their families may be eligible for emergency assistance that may include utility or energy bills.
Vietnam Veterans - Congress has directed the Veterans Administration to add three illnesses to the Agent Orange presumptive disease list. If you served in Vietnam and have a diagnosis of bladder cancer, Parkinson-like symptoms, or hypothyroidism, you may be elighbile for VA health and disability benefits.
Veterans Base Camp - Community Training Center -Assistance & Informaton (Food Pantry, wellness, education, training, employment support), 108 English Road, Chaplin, CT 06235, phone: 860-786-7163, Website: info@veteransbasecampinc.org
—————————————————————————————————————————————Eastford Seniors by Linda SM dos Santos
Our Dear Friend and Emeritus Member of the Eastford Senior Citizens (ESC), Dagmar Joyce Noll died last year. We miss
her smile, quick wit, & companionship. We remember Dagmar, who volunteered as both the Town Historian & Registrar of
Voters for Eastford for many years. To learn more about Dagmar, go to:
https://smithandwalkerfh.com/tribute/details/7494/Dagmar-Noll/obituary.html#content-start
A donation is encouraged in memory of Dagmar Joyce Noll to Eastford Independent Fire Company (P O Box 333, Eastford,
CT 06242), to Ashford Fire Department (46 Westford Rd, Ashford, CT 06278), or to Restoration for Unitarian Universalist
Meeting House in Brooklyn, c/o Dennis Landis, P O Box 38, Brooklyn, CT. 06234.
NOTE: In May or June there may be a reopening of the Quinebaug Valley Senior Citizens Center (QVSCC). Currently they
are responding to senior and veteran needs at 860-774-1243.QVSCC will have a new face lift, with some fresh paint & repair
of marred, scratched, dented, or tiled areas. QVSCC is the only regional senior center in Connecticut, and it services 13
towns, including Eastford. They are currently offering seniors Covid-19 Vaccination On-Line Assistance.

860-315-9656

ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, Personal Injury, Probate, Elder
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning
(& more!)
www.attorneypalulis.com
michele@attorneypalulis.com
158 Main St.., Suite #2
Putnam, CT 06260
(860) 928-9928
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Learn how to help bees, butterflies & other pollinators! Conservation
and Historic Preservation News (px) (Monarch Butterfly, photo right)

APRIL 22 EARTH DAY 2021
Help the Turtles
Turtle breeding season is
here. Starting in
April, turtles move about.
According to CT Dept. of
Energy & Environmental
Protection: DO NOT MOVE
TURTLES FROM THE WILD
OR TAKE THEM FROM THE
WILD AS PETS.
Box Turtles with their yellow
and black shells have a very
limited range & may die if
moved (photo below).
Info:
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/
Wildlife/Fact-Sheets/Eastern
-Box-Turtle

Eastford boasts numerous
nature wonders including
the Natchaug State Forest
with its Trophy Trout
Stream, Crystal Pond Park ,
and the Still River. Cherish
our natural world by caring
for it.
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