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Principal Newsletter May 2022
Welcome to May! With the warmer weather, we are reminded that we only have
about seven more weeks to this school year.
The last day of school will be Friday, June 17. This will be an early dismissal
day (12:30) for students. We are in the process of planning graduation for our
eighth graders. This will take place in the evening on Thursday, June 16 at 7:00
PM. More information will be sent to eighth grade families in the coming weeks so
that you can plan for this important event.
Throughout the month of May, students in grades 3-8 will be participating in the
Smarter Balanced Assessments and students in grades 5 and 8 will also take the
Next Generation Science Assessment. Testing may create a few minor changes in
scheduling to accommodate the extra time needed for some of the testing.
Classroom teachers will communicate any impactful changes with you. Results of
these standardized assessments should be available for families in early fall and
they will help to inform us of student growth and achievement and assist in
planning our academic programs for next school year.
On Friday, May 6 students will be bringing home the third trimester mid-term
progress reports. Please look for these in your child’s belongings. Also on Friday,
May 6, students in kindergarten and grade 8 will be showcasing their skills by
demonstrating a few Maypole dances. This will begin at 2:45 on Friday
afternoon. Parents are welcome to attend. This has been a long-standing
tradition at EES that we had to put on hold during the pandemic. We are excited
to be able to resume this event!
The PTO sponsored Scholastic Book Fair is taking place this week in the school
library. You should have received communication from your child’s teacher about
this. Remember that you can shop online or put money in an account so that
students can purchase books without having to bring cash to school. Students will
visit the book fair with their teachers this week during the school day. There will
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be special evening hours on Thursday, May 5 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM for
parents!
We have many classroom and school-wide events planned for the upcoming weeks.
Please be sure that you are checking the Newsletter and communication from your
child’s teacher so that you don’t miss any important information. We are looking
forward to celebrating this year of learning in ways that were not possible the past
few years. With that – please be sure that you continue to be vigilant with your
daily home Covid screenings so that we can continue to carry on our daily routines
without all the restrictions we have had in the past. We have home test kits
available should you need them. Please let Nurse Roto know and she will send
some home with your child.
Our PTO and our other parent groups – School Readiness Council, the Auction
Committee and Sports Boosters, continue to meet virtually to plan and provide for
our students and staff. All groups are seeking new members to continue the
valuable partnerships that have been formed between the school and community
and to continue to support Eastford Elementary School families and academic and
extracurricular programs. Please let me know if you are interested in joining any
of these groups. Many current members have graduating eighth graders so we
need YOU now more than ever! We are especially in need of someone to
chair or co-chair the annual Goods and Services Auction. This event is our
primary fundraiser for the grade 8 trip to Washington, D.C. Without the annual
auction, we cannot raise enough funds to provide this all-expense paid trip for our
students. Please reach out if you would like further information about this
committee!
Looking ahead to next school year, we want to be sure that children who are
eligible for kindergarten know that Kindergarten registration is open!
Children who were born in 2017, or those who will be turning 5 years old in 2022,
are eligible for kindergarten during the 2022-2023 school year. It helps our
planning if Kindergarten registration forms are submitted as early as possible.
There is a registration form available in the school office and online:
(www.eastfordct.org/registration) Students who are currently enrolled in our
preschool Readiness Program do not need to register for kindergarten. For more
information please visit our school website or call the office.
We will continue to do our best to keep you informed as plans materialize for end
of year events. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions or
concerns, or need support of any kind.
Sincerely,
Carole McCombe
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PTO News
Happy May from the EES PTO! The end of the school year is almost upon us
but the PTO has a few more fun surprises planned. By now you should have
received entry forms for the Active- A-Thon as well as information for the
scholastic book fair which is Buy one Get one (BOGO) since we met our
scholastic goal at the fall book fair. We are also celebrating Teacher
appreciation week at the beginning of this month. Teachers be on the
lookout for a special “Thank You” from the PTO.
During this beautiful month of May we are encouraging our students to get
out and be active! How Does it work? Students are encouraged to get out
and be active for at least thirty minutes a day. By active we challenge you to
either walk, hike, bike, jog, play basketball, hula hoop, unicycle, jump rope,
or dance! Once you’ve been active we ask you to find sponsors/donations for
the activities. The top three earners will receive gift certificates to Buck’s
Soft Serve! Students will have until June 6 to collect and turn in their
sponsors/donations!
Also this month we are hosting the Scholastic book fair! Students will
have a preview day early in the week and will be able to purchase items
later in the week, Returning this year!! On Thursday night parents will
have the opportunity to go to the book fair with their children. Late night
hours are from 5pm to 7pm!! Come see what’s new at the Book Fair!!
As always we will meet on the second Tuesday of each month via Zoom at
6pm. Please consider joining us and play an important role in building a
strong community in your child’s school!
Meeting ID: 969 1485 4222
Passcode: 258634
Upcoming events and reminders:
5-2/ 5-6 Scholastic Book Fair & Teacher appreciation
5-8/ 5-28 Active-A-Thon
Date TBD - Family Night Featuring CT State police and social media.
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Student Services – Mrs. Chretien

Dear Eastford Community Member:
Happy May! You may know that May is Better Hearing and Speech Month. As a
speech/language pathologist myself, I applaud the work of our SLP Mrs. Rachelle
Mauer. Please welcome Mrs. Theresa Yank, our part-time speech/language
pathology assistant in Preschool, funded by federal ESSER grants.
Some helpful information about communication from ASHA (the American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association) can be found at:
• Info abut development from birth to age 5.
https://identifythesigns.org/communicating-with-baby-toolkit/
• Information for safe listening. https://identifythesigns.org/communicatingwith-baby-toolkit/ (see next page)
• Guidelines for responsible use of technology with young children.
https://identifythesigns.org/be-tech-wise-with-toddler/
Moving forward, July 1, 2022 is a date that is both eagerly anticipated and
dreaded. On that date, the CT State Department of Education (CSDE) will
introduce a new software system that will ultimately manage many facets of
educational data for all students. The initial rollout will involve students who are
eligible and/or being referred for evaluation of disabilities; that includes those with
504 Plans and IEPs. A benefit of this new system is that there will be a parent
portal, where families can get information more readily. As with any major
change, it will take some time to get accustomed to the layout of the documents.
Please be assured that our team will continue working hard to meet the needs of
students in compliance with all laws and policies and in collaboration with
families to assist with this transition. Please stay tuned for information about any
training opportunities that may be provided by the CT CSDE or other agencies. As
always, your school team will also share information as it becomes available and
will answer questions as needed. For those who wish more depth at this time,
please visit: https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/New-IEP-CTEastford Elementary School Newsletter
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SEDS There, you can take a peek at the new form, and you can explore relevant
topics in greater depth. For more basic information about special education itself,
CPAC (Ct Parent Advisory Center) is a valuable
resource. https://cpacinc.org/special-education.aspx

Music Room – Mr. Tomanelli & Mr. Burgess
Music News
Visit classroom music information at https://jtomanelli.wixsite.com/mysite
Visit Google Classroom for Instrumental Lesson Information
Here’s what is happening in the music department at EES!
Grades Pre-K- 2 are making more beats with rhythm sticks, learning how to
recognize Whole, Half, Quarter and Eighth notes and rests and moving to fun
songs to build coordination. They have learned three songs for Memorial Day; Oh
I Love America, Americans We and the March of the Wee Americans - which are
on the Music Website and can be practiced at home (the whole family can learn
them and sing with us)! SEE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MEMORIAL DAY
BELOW!!!
Grades 1-4 are beginning to understand how to read music on their Xylophones
using five different songs. They have learned three songs for Memorial Day; Oh I
Love America, Americans We and the March of the Wee Americans - which are on
the Music Website and can be practiced at home (the whole family can learn them
and sing with us)! SEE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MEMORIAL DAY
BELOW!!!
Grades 3-5 have finished recording songs about Science and they will be a part
of our IMovie Musical Science Rocks which will come out at the end of May. They
have learned three songs for Memorial Day; Oh I Love America, Americans We
and the March of the Wee Americans - which are on the Music Website and can be
practiced at home (the whole family can learn them and sing with us)! SEE
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MEMORIAL DAY BELOW!!!
Grade 5 students have also started to play the Guitar and can play three songs.
Chords we know are G em, E Major, C, D, and D7 and students have begun to
understand how to make major and minor barre chords.
Grade 6-8 students are now working on Music Production with Garage Band.
They have learned how to use shapes in creating a song to show introduction,
main idea building up to a climax and then how to end the song by completing an
upside down pyramid and using a fade out. They also know the three songs for
Memorial Day; Oh I Love America, Americans We and the March of the Wee
Americans - which are on the Music Website and can be practiced at home (the
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whole family can learn them and sing with us)! SEE MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT MEMORIAL DAY BELOW!!!
Our Musical Science Rocks is finished and we will be premiering it on Friday, May
27, 2022 at 2:30 p.m. in a virtual schoolwide assembly.
Mr. Tomanelli is looking for as many EES students as possible to come to
the Memorial Day Parade in Eastford on Monday, May 30, 2022 (more
information will follow the closer we get to the performance) and sing the
songs “Oh I Love America”, “Americans We” and “The March of the Wee
Americans”! We are practicing them in music class and they can be found
on the Music Website with the words to practice at home (if the whole
family learns it, then come along and sing with us). Come and show your
Patriotic Spirit to remember and honor our Veterans.

Mr.Tomanelli and Mr.Burgess

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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Health News – Mrs. Roto, R.N., B.S.N.

Hello families. We seem to be on the home stretch entering May. For the
remainder of the year, I’ll be concentrating my efforts on student
screenings. The State of Connecticut requires screenings to be performed
on school age children to monitor growth and development. Many of these
assessments take place during your student’s physical exam with their
provider. Since not all grades require a physical exam by a provider, I will
be screening for our Pre-K program, Kindergarten and First through Fifth
grades.
In the Fall, we had the Lion’s club come to the school and offer visual
screenings for all students who chose this service. I will finish the hearing
and scoliosis screenings this spring.
The State of Connecticut also now includes an oral screening section. This
was added to the physical form and is required for first time entrance to
school and again at Sixth grade (prior to 7th grade entrance).
The Northeast Department of Health will be partnering with our school to
provide dental health screenings. A dental hygienist consultant, in
conjunction with the Northeast Department of Health, will conduct
screenings for our Pre-K, Kindergarten and Sixth grade students here at
school on Thursday, May 12th, 2022. Only dental screenings will take
place. No student will receive any treatment during the screening process.
Permission slips will be sent home this week and parents will have the
option to “opt out” of the program.
The purpose of all these screenings is to identify potential problems as early
as possible so that the need for intervention can be determined. If further
consultation is recommended, parents will be notified of the findings and
will be asked to seek further evaluation from their own provider.
On the COVID front, we continue to follow our plan to promote the health
and safety of students. Please continue to screen your student with the
“Daily Screening Tool” and keep them home with any symptoms of illness
or if they have had exposure to COVID. I encourage families to reach out to
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me if there are any questions or concerns regarding a student returning to
school after an illness or exposure to COVID. Some students and staff have
been utilizing their option to wear masks if they have minor respiratory
symptoms not related to COVID, or are using masks as a personal
choice. That’s greatly appreciated by the school community at large.
The Department of Public Health is still endorsing the use of home COVID
tests for screening. I am using these tests as part of the criteria to return
to school after an upper respiratory illness. I do have a small supply of
tests available for families. Reach out to me if you need one.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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Notices de Español – Señora DePercio
ELA
Grade 6 & 7 ELA
Grades 6 and 7 have had a smooth transition back into their ELA classes after
break. I am looking forward to working with them in this new capacity! As many
of you have already seen, students will be working on their writing, specifically
grammar and mechanics of the language, through weekly homework assignments.
They will utilize the RACER (Restate, Answer, Cite, Elaborate, Recap) method to
respond to a simple question that follows a short text. In addition to this, we will
be reading a class book during our time together in order to practice certain
reading strategies and skills. Sixth grade will read Hello Universe by Erin
Entrada Kelly, and seventh grade will be reading The Giver by Lois Lowry. Our
classes will make our way through this text over the course of the upcoming
weeks. Students will also have time during class to enjoy a book of their own
choice to further practice the skills and strategies they are learning.
Spanish
Kindergarten
Kindergarteners have just wrapped up their unit on Me gusta (I like) and No me
gusta (I don’t like). We looked at food, colors and activities, and students were able
to share out with the class those which they liked and did not like. Students also
practiced some new vocabulary. We learned how to say some of our actions. For
example, comer (to eat), tomar (to drink), nadar (to swim), salter (to jump), correr
(to run), and caminar (to walk). Kindergarteners will now take an even closer look
at los colores (the colors) for the remainder of the year.
Grades 1-2
Right before April vacation, grades 1 and 2 had just finished their unit on los día
de la semana. (the days of the week). Students learned a fun new song to help
them remember lunes, martes, miércoles, jueves, viernes, sábado, y domingo.
Notice the days of the week aren’t capitalized? I bet your language learner could
explain to you why! Students used their days of the week vocabulary in order to
make their weekly specials schedule here at EES. Our current unit is Me gusta
and No me gusta (I like and I don’t like). Students will be exploring and discussing
various things they like and don’t like—including food, colors and activities!
Grades 3-4
Grades 3 and 4 have been hard at work learning lots of new vocabulary words! Our
past unit focused on objects in the classroom. Not only are your language learners
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learning how to say them, they are also focused on learning how to spell them. The
wonderful thing about Spanish is that it is phonetic! What you hear, is what you
get! Third and fourth graders have been diligently practicing listening for their
Spanish vowels, which are the same as English, in order to spell their classroom
object vocabulary. Students practiced their new vocabulary in order to play ¡A
pescar! (Go fish), Memoria (Memory) and a class board game. Our newest unit will
be looking at our daily schedule at EES.
Grade 5
Grade five has been studying the Taínos, the indigenous people of Puerto Rico.
Specifically they learned about the guanín, a gold medallion, worn by tribal chiefs.
We looked at various petroglyphs found on the island and learned some of their
meanings. Students chose one symbol and used it to make their own guanín!
Before they are able to take it home however, students will need to use their
subject pronouns and the verb tener to describe not only what they have, but also
what their classmates have. This is the first time students are being asked to
create their sentences in order to describe the world around them. Instead of
memorizing descriptions, I have given the students tools in order to observe those
around them, and manipulate the language in order to express their needs. Such
an exciting time to be in the class!
Grade 6
In Grade 6, students are working on their clothing vocabulary. We took a look at
how Worry Dolls are made in Guatemala. We are using this cultural piece in order
to practice various clothing options as well as utilize our newly learned -AR verbs.
In Spanish, there are three types of verbs: -AR, -ER, and -IR. Students are
currently working with -AR verbs in order to describe outfit choices.
Grade 7 & 8
Grades 7 and 8 have recently finished their units on arpilleras. These pieces of art
began in Chile and made their way into Peru as a means of speaking out about
injustices citizens were experiencing. Our students used arpilleras in order to
practice their daily life vocabulary—activities found in South American countries.
Once finished, seventh graders were asked to describe them using randomly
provided subject pronouns. This prompted them to think on their toes and apply
their knowledge of the various forms of verb endings and different types of verbs.
Eighth graders had to respond to randomly assigned questions—considering who
was being asked about, and therefore who needs to respond. A seemingly simple
task that is incredibly difficult in a second language. Our current unit looks at the
Alacitas Fair in Bolivia. Our end goal is to have students participate in a mock
fair, which will require them to participate in authentic dialogue that they not
only create on the spot, but also have to adjust to based on their partners’
responses.
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Science and Enrichment News – Mrs. Lynch
Kindergarten scientists are continuing with their unit about words that describe
work (such as toss, scrub, mix, drill, dig, lift, move, dump, and turn), in addition to
learning about dump trucks, excavators, wrecking balls, and how they can make
work easier for us. They completed an activity that demonstrated how difficult it
can be to knock down buildings safely, which helped them to understand that
maximum force is not always a good thing!
Our Grade 1 scientists have been learning more about light, reinforcing the
meaning of vocabulary words, “transparent,” “translucent,” and “opaque.”
Students have explored the difference between total darkness (and not being able
to see because of the lack of light) and a small amount of light, such as that
emitted by a night light (which allows them to see a limited amount, once their
eyes have adjusted).
Grade 2 scientists are further exploring engineering and design. Students
participated in an activity that allowed them to compare three different types of
materials (foil, socks, and Styrofoam cups) to determine which one was the best
insulator.
Grade 8 Algebra I students have completed their final Olympics-related STEM
activity of creating a snowboarder. Despite the colder Spring we have had, our
test runs had to occur on snow that we made—and in the words of one of our
friends, this was an “epic fail!” Our unsuccessful attempts provided real-life
examples of an experiment/invention that just didn’t work out. This connected
perfectly with our reading of the book, Neo Leo, by Gene Barretta, a book about
Leonardo daVinci and his inventions.
In honor of National Pet Day and of Earth Day, all our students completed a
variety of activities. We explored what our pets understand when we talk to them,
along with how they let us know what they are thinking and feeling. Earth Day
occurred during our school vacation. We discussed several ways in which we can
honor this planet that we call home (including recycling, reducing our use of
materials that can’t be recycled, and reusing things when we can). We also
discussed the fact that plastics can be both “good” (because they can be reused)
and bad (because they don’t decompose when people litter). Kindergarten and
first-grade scientists used old newspaper and recycled paper to make a special
Earth Day ornament.
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Grade 1 News – Mrs. Rhynhart
First graders are springing into the month of May! We will enjoy a teleconference
about the importance of recycling and keeping our earth clean and healthy for
humans, animals and the environment. We will be making a “trash troll” to help
us gobble up trash! The first grade authors will also try their hand at a research
project – researching an animal using the PebbleGo website and then creating a
report to share the facts they have learned. This project combines their work on
reading non-fiction text and writing informational stories. The first grade
mathematicians will be learning to compare numbers using the >,< and = symbols,
as well as begin work on adding double digit numbers. We have been enjoying a
class challenge to memorize addition and subtraction facts to 10 using a personal
goal sheet and a website called XtraMath to help us meet the challenge. Looking
forward to a sunny and busy May in first grade!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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Grade 3 News – Mrs. Crocker-Lincoln
Grade 3 Goes on a Field Trip!
On April 27, grade 3 visited Scotland Elementary School to take part in a book
club and STEM activity with the grade 3 class in Scotland. While there, we
met April Jones Prince, author of 21 Elephants and Still Standing. She spoke to us
about the process that goes into writing and publishing a book. After that we
joined our sister class and took part in a bridge building activity. Many student
teams were able to build a bridge to hold their 21 elephants!
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Grade 4 News – Ms. Dill
Who says math can’t be delicious? Savvas, our Math program, offers real life
projects to accompany each learning topic. Recently, grade 4 students completed
fraction learning and selected to study fractions in different recipes. After listing
foods they love, students eliminated options until only smoothies remained. Each
student found a recipe and with ratios in mind, combined their recipe to create two
new combinations: orange-mango and strawberry-banana-chocolate. They thought
creatively about ways to incorporate dietary restrictions. Finally, it was all handson deck to create and enjoy! Students created pictographs and bar graphs to finish
the project!
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Math News – Mrs. Barlow
In middle school math we have been jumping around quite a bit as we are doing a
lot of prep work for SBAC tests this month.
Grade 5: We have focused mainly on fractions and mixed numbers and adding and
subtracting them. Making sure we have a common denominator and are
simplifying our answer as much as possible. We have also touched online plots,
area and volume.
Grade 6: We have been working on ratios and rates. Getting to know how to
compare unit rates is something they have done in the past but didn’t know it.
They would have previously been asked to find the cost of one pen if a pack of 10
cost $5 but they didn’t know that what they were doing was finding the unit price
of an item. We are now putting vocabulary into the picture. We have also touched
on percents and how it compares to rates and ratios.
Grade 7: We have been working on one and two-step algebraic equations.
Previously we had used order of operations to solve equations but now we are
taking that a step further to solve for a variable. We have also touched on
classifying angles, types of angles (vertical, and adjacent), and how to properly
name an angle.
Grade 8: We have been working on transformations. This includes translations,
reflections and soon rotations and dilations on a graph. We have been working on
scale drawings of cartoon characters to put this into practice. I hope to have some
pictures for the next newsletter. We have also touched on the volume of cylinders
and cones.
Algebra: We will be starting rules and properties of exponents and then will move
on to our final chapter on polynomial equations. Algebra is also working on the
scale drawing project with the 8th grade math class. Pictures to come!
My advisory group had a good time making gingerbread houses and
reindeer. Thank you, Mrs. Perry, for donating a few so all the students
had their own!
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Science News – Mrs. Mead
Now that spring has
arrived, students have had
the opportunity to take
their scientific learning and
investigating outside to the
nature trail and outdoor
classroom.

Here are some
problem-solving and
team work challenges.
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Middle school students have wrapped up a unit on fossils, and they have made models of
mold and cast fossils. That’s not an actual shell, but a replica made in stone the way
nature does.

Grade 3 and Grade 4 families have new birdhouses to install to attract the Eastern
Bluebird. With volunteers from the community, the State DEEP, and assistance from 8th
graders, all grade 3 and 4 students built a birdhouse recently.
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Social Studies News – Mr. Kernan
Grade 5 Social Studies
In grade 5, we have been learning about the Constitution and Bill of Rights.
Beginning with the Constitution, we have learned about the branches of
government, the powers those branches have, what a checks and balances system
is intended to do, and our rights and liberties as citizens. Further, grade 5
students have gained an understanding of their rights as students. Next, we
culminated our work by creating posters of the Bill of Rights. These are the first
10 amendments to the Constitution. We learned how James Madison led a
movement to add these in order to get the Constitution ratified. Funny thing,
without these, the Constitution may have never been ratified.
Students were broken into teams of 2 or 3. Each team selected an amendment and
created a poster. Their posters captured what rights each amendment stands for
and students have gained a better understanding of how they are used or
interrupted today. Once we complete our assessment for this unit, we will begin to
look at the early years of the United States.
Grades 6 - 8 Social Studies
In our upper grades, we have completed our unit of study on World War II. Each
grade level had a different assessment and each grade level considered different
elements of World War II.
In Grade 6, students completed projects that focused on the Nisei Regiment, the
Tuskegee Airmen, Rosie the Riveter, and the Navajo Code Talkers. We gained an
appreciation for all Americans who supported our efforts to defeat Nazi Germany
and the Empire of Japan.
In Grade 7, students were able to choose a person of significance, an event of
significance, or instrument of significance to tell a story about World War II.
Topics varied, but the sum of our work demonstrated an understanding of this
content through the use of Google Slides.
Lastly, grade 8 students completed an essay on the “homefront”. Students
examined the propaganda and purpose of initiatives designed to support our
troops overseas. They captured an essence of America not often thought about
when we study World War II.
Moving forward, each grade level will be analyzing different units of study. Ask
your middle schooler what they are doing next!
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Library & Media Center – Mrs. Boyd
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Maypole
Presentation
The kindergarten and 8th grade Maypole
presentation will be held on
Friday, May 6th, at 2:45 PM.
This EES tradition will first demonstrate the skills
of the Kindergarten students, with an adorable
dance!
The older students will then present an intricate
braiding dance.
Please join us for this unique experience!
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