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December, 2013 Calendar 

2 BOS, TOB, 7:00pm 

3 Special BOS, Auditors Presentation, TOB, 7:00pm 

 Conservation & Historic Comm, TOB, 7:00pm 

4 Nahaco Commission, Woodstock T.H., 7:00pm 

 Gentle Yoga, TOB, 12:15pm – 1:15pm 

5 Library Board, Library, 7:00pm 

6 Yoga, TOB, 8:00am – 9:00am 

9 School Readiness Council, EES, 5:30pm 

10  Revaluation Hearings (by apt), TOB, 1-6:30pm 

 Planning Commission, TOB, 7:00pm 

11 Gentle Yoga, TOB, 12:15pm – 1:15pm 

Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5:00pm – 7:00pm 

12  Revaluation Hearings (by apt.), TOB, 10-4:00pm 

 BOE, EES, 7:00pm 

 Agriculture Committee, TOB, 7:00pm 

13  Yoga, TOB, 8:00am – 9:00am 

 Communicator Deadline 

17  Revaluation Hearings (by apt.), TOB, 10-4:00pm 

 Republican Town Committee, Library, 7:00pm 

18 Gentle Yoga, TOB, 12:15pm – 1:15pm 

19 Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7:00pm 

20 Yoga, TOB, 8:00am – 9:00am 

21 Cookies & Cocoa with Santa &, TOB, 10:00am - 

 Noon 

27 Yoga, TOB, 8:00am – 9:00am 

 

BRODEURBITS 

 

[Brodeurbits is a regular compilation of writings and ramblings 

from the First Selectman and others and elsewhere, some pro-

found, others mundane; all hopefully of interest and import, 

aimed at communicating and informing.] 

 

     On November 19, two weeks after Election Day, a new Town 

Government administration took office.  When I say new, that is 

not totally accurate, since Terry Cote was re-elected to the Board 

of Selectmen, and Melissa Vincent, Christine Hustus, and Tom 

Latham were re-elected [without opposition] to the posts of 

Town Clerk, Tax Collector and Town Treasurer respectively.  

The new folks on the Select Board are Rob Torcellini as Select-

man and myself, Art Brodeur, as First Selectman.  Congratula-

tions to all on their election as well as congratulations to those 

elected to the Board of Education, as Constables, and as Library 

Trustees. 

    I want to express my gratitude to the voters of Eastford for 

electing me to serve once again as First Selectman.  I thank you 

for your trust and your confidence and I pledge to do my utmost, 

working in concert with my colleagues, toward the betterment of 

the Town and the enhancement of the lives of those who live 

here. We ask for your continued and continual support and coun-

sel. 

    There were 340 Eastford citizens who voted on November 5, 

and seven absentee ballots. With 1,176 registered voters in 

Eastford, the voter turnout was 25.9 percent. 

I applaud all who exercised their vote, “freedom’s privilege”, in 

the face of a town election which was characterized by many 

candidates winning before the first vote was cast due to lack of 

opposition. 

    As I take office, I must acknowledge the accomplishments of 

Allan Platt who has been First Selectman for the past four years.  

Allan mentioned at his final Board meeting [on November 12] 

that he and Terry Cote had attended 48 straight Selectmen’s 

meetings without missing one. This perfect attendance record 

rates a gold star in itself but more to be commended is Allan’s 

record of progress and accomplishment in the four years that he 

diligently, faithfully, and constructively served all of us in 

Eastford.  While one is handing out commendations one must 

also send a bunch out to Rick Torgeson for his service on the 

Board of Selectmen and for his role as 
continued on next page 

Thank you to our advertisers! 

Thank you to our donors! 

Our donors and the local businesses 

 who advertise in The Eastford Communicator  make it pos-

sible for us to provide 

 local news and information FREE every month  to more 

than 900 Eastford households. 

Holiday Shopping? 
Our advertisers  

offer products, gifts and services for your every need. 

Gifts and Gift Certificates - Hair Styling & Care  

Animal Care & Accommodations 

Health Care - Catering - Dining  

Holistic Foods & Supplements - Fruits & Vegetables 

Hardware & Tools - Tax & Legal Services - Home Services  

Honest Auto Sales and Service...and more! 

Please patronize our advertisers  

and thank them for supporting The Communicator. 

Wishing you Good Health & Happy Holidays! 

 

Inside: 

Eastford Food Pantry Needs Food 

Veterans Memorial Dedication 

Eastford Historical Quarterly - Veterans 

Eastford Scholarship Form 

Cookies & Cocoa with Santa 

Eastford Astronomy - Comet Ison 

Easy Delish-Holidays 
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CHRISTIAN BOOK SERVICE 
Box 308, 316 Rte. 171 

South Woodstock, CT 06267 
(860) 974-1812 

From the Board of Education: 

 

At its November meeting, the Board of Education approved the 

hiring of a part-time school librarian media specialist. Joanne 

Lowney, the new librarian, comes to Eastford with many years 

of experience as a school librarian in the neighboring town of 

Hampton. She will continue to work part-time in Hampton as 

she joins the Eastford Elementary School staff. 

 

Also in November, the Eastford Board of Education discussed 

the formation of a School Safety Committee. Matthew Cook 

and Sharon Kozey, Board members volunteered to help the 

Superintendent recruit members for the committee and plan 

agendas. 

 

The Board discussed the article in the November issue of Con-

necticut Magazine entitled “Rating the Towns 2013.” 

Eastford’s education system received a negative rating in this 

article and it turned out that the journalists had used incorrect 

data for high school students. There is a correction printed on 

the magazine’s website that says: 

Original information included in Eastford's education 

score was incorrect. The town's ranking in all criteria used 

to formulate the town's education ranking is much higher 

than originally reported. This error was made by Connect-

icut Magazine staff. The correct CMT and CAPT data has 

been provided by Eastford School District staff. Students 

from Eastford attend Woodstock High School. 

There will be a link to this correction placed on the school’s 

website (www. eastfordct.org). 

 

 

the driving force behind the construction, completion, and dedi-

cation of the Eastford Veterans Memorial. 

    On Veterans Day, November 11, many, many townspeople 

and others, a very substantial group, gathered in front of the Ivy 

Glenn to dedicate the Eastford Veterans Memorial. On a sun-

filled but brisk day, veterans, their families, friends, and many 

others heard remarks from town and state officials, prayers of 

dedication and remembrance, remarks from veterans and mili-

tary personnel currently serving, patriotic music, and tributes to 

those whose benefactions made the Memorial possible. Funding 

for the Memorial was provided by the family of Charles S. 

Bowen, in his memory.  [No Eastford tax dollars were expended 

in the Memorial’s construction.]  Particularly singled out for 

applause and commendation was stone craftsman Rick Harris 

whose creativity and skill is manifested in the physical Memori-

al itself. Also acknowledged were businesses, contractors and 

suppliers who participated in the project, the end result of which 

is testimony to their professionalism, skill and product quality. 

It was truly a day of unity and community, to give honor and 

pay tribute to all those who gave their lives for their country but 

also to those who gave up a year, or two, or three or more of 

their lives to answer the call of duty. If you have not visited the 

Memorial, I would urge you to do so.  A visit at night is particu-

larly compelling. 

    [It was announced at the ceremony that inscribed paver bricks 

for qualifying Eastford veterans may be purchased.  The neces-

sary forms are available at the Selectmen’s Office.  Forms for 

donating for perpetual care of the Memorial are also available 

there.  The Board of Selectmen at its November 12 meeting 

appointed a ten-member Eastford Veterans Memorial Commit-

tee charged with oversight and administration of all activities 

and maintenance of the Memorial.] 

    We are in December, that season of holidays and holy days. 

And so, on behalf of Lennox and myself, and all of us in 

Eastford Town Government who labor on your behalf, we send 

you greetings of comfort and cheer and share with you the com-

plex simplicity of this season which rekindles the child within 

us and restores our faith in ourselves, in others, and in that 

which is greater than us all. 
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Merlo’s Home Improvement 
         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 
 

 Laren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

(860) 974-3331 

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 

Peter & George Lytras                       429-1932 

ATTENTION 
All articles and news for the Communicator must be 
submitted to Deb Yazo, 
Eastford.communicator@aol.com 
Or sent to: 
The Communicator, 
P.O.  Box 253, 
Eastford, CT 06242 
By the deadline in the Page one Calendar. 
 

The Eastford Communicator 

 

 

Woodstock Valley Country Store & Cafe 

  Nancy Edmondson/ Owner                                                    1484 Rt. 171 

   860-974-1639                                                           Woodstock Valley, CT 

 

Chef Donald Froelich 

Daily Hours: 

Dining Area - Breakfast 7 to 11 am 

Lunch/Dinner 11 am to last order 7:30 pm 

Boar’s Head-Deli Platters-Soup-Pizza-Grinders 

From the Principal: 

 

     The Eastford Elementary School students and the auction 

committee would like to thank everybody who supported the 

Annual Goods and Services Auction. The middle school stu-

dents are very grateful for Eastford’s generosity.  The auction 

sponsored in 2013 marks the twelfth auction to support the 

eighth grade trip to Washington, D.C. Proceeds from the auc-

tion cover the cost of the trip for all eighth graders. 

     The Band and Chorus will present their Holiday Concert on 

Tuesday, December 10 at 9:15 am 7:00 pm. The community is 

welcome. 

     On December 20 at 1:30 pm, the PTO will treat the students 

and staff to a special program presented by Chris Poulos, world 

champion bicycle stunt rider. All community members are wel-

come to join us for this special event. You can visit Chris's 

website http://www.chrispoulos.com for more information. 

     The entire staff would like to wish all members of the com-

munity a happy and healthy holiday season.  

Thank you to our generous  

donors! 

 

With your contributions, you are 

supporting your community and 

helping to save this local paper! 

 

Anonymous 

Peggy & Kenneth Bernier 

Arlene Bowen 

Mike & Mary Ellen Ellsworth 

Tom French 

Margarita Halpine & Brian Hol-

ley 

Nancy Kilburn & Susan Desiato 

Leslie Lavallee 

 

Most Sincere Thanks, 

The Volunteer Staff of The 

Communicator 

http://www.chrispoulos.com
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Branch Manager 

 Report of the Eastford Recreation Commission 

 

Except for December, the Rec Commission meets on the 

4th Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall 

(lower level). This month we’ll meet on December As 

always, we invite anyone interested in making fun things 

happen in your town, to join us. 

   Halloween was a great success! Thanks to lots of last-

minute helpers, we got the Town Hall looking just right 

for trick or treaters. It was great to see so many stop in 

and enjoy some hot cider and have some fun with us. 

Congratulations to Maddie Grube for winning the guess-

ing  game. Who would have known I could pack 293 can-

dy corns in that tiny crystal skull!  A special thanks goes 

out to those who helped clean up. 

   Mark your calendar! We will be back at the Town 

Hall on December 21st from 10 am through 12 noon for 

“Cookies and Cocoa with Santa.” With some insight 

from the Union Society,  and enthusiasm and creativity of 

the Girl Scouts, this holiday event should be lots of fun. 

Santa's elves will be there to help kids decorate their own 

cookies and make some crafts while they wait to take 

their picture with Santa (and fill him in on their wish 

lists.) Santa should be arriving soon after 10:00 am.  You 

are welcome to take your own pictures. We will 

offer printed pictures too. See you there! 

     Zumba with Lynda Thayer will continue at EES 

Tuesday nights at 6:30 pm; for info call Linda at 860-974

-1807. 

    Men's Pick-up Basketball will be Wednesday nights 

from 6:30 - 9:00, will be starting up on  December 14th 

with a holiday break from the 25th till Jan 15th then eve-

ry Wednesday through March. Call Mike Bilica with any 

Questions 860-821-0822. 

               

  

 

News You Can Use 

Emergency Management Director – Deb Richards 

 

Winter Weather Reminders - Prepare Now! 

Stock up on emergency supplies for communication, food, 

safety, heating, and car in case a storm hits. Prepare to shelter 

in place for a minimum of 5 days. 

 

Know what winter storm warning terms mean: 

Winter Weather Advisory: Expect winter weather conditions 

to cause inconvenience and hazards. 

Frost/Freeze Warning: Expect below-freezing temperatures. 

Winter Storm Watch: Be alert; a storm is likely. 

Winter Storm Warning: Take action; the storm is in or enter-

ing the area. 

Blizzard Warning: Seek refuge immediately! Snow and strong 

winds, near-zero visibility, deep snowdrifts, and life-

threatening wind chill. 

 

Battery-powered lamps or lanterns (to prevent the risk of fire, 

avoid using candles.) 

Have a battery-powered radio and don’t forget to have extra 

batteries. Listen to emergency broadcasts 1350 AM – WINY 

Never use charcoal grills or portable gas camp stove indoors—

the fumes are deadly.. 

Bring cats, dogs, rabbits etc indoor (don’t forget to have food 

for your animals) 

Check on your neighbors!   

Make a plan………….. 

 

Do one thing today…to prepare for tomorrow! 

www.ready.gov 

www.weather.com 

www.redcross.org 

http://www.kb1jdx.com/eastfordwx/ - streaming live – 

Eastford’s weather! 

 

http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.weather.com/
http://www.redcross.org/
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 Birthdays and Celebrations of Light 

     The brilliant stars of the winter constellations are rising from 

the eastern horizon and are beginning to illuminate the night 

sky. It is a striking contrast to Earth below where the days are 

getting shorter and dark nights are beginning to seem so long. 

On the shortest day of this year  - Saturday, December 21 – 

there will be little more than nine hours of daylight. This day is 

known as the winter solstice and marks the time when the Sun 

has moved to its southernmost position, and appears to stand 

still briefly, before reversing its position and beginning its annu-

al movement northward. The word “solstice” is derived from 

two Latin words “sol” (sun) and “sistere” (to stand still) that 

provide a very literal description of the Sun on this special day. 

One can easily imagine how frightening and stressful this time 

of year may have been for our early ancestors. They could see 

the days were getting shorter and the Earth was getting darker 

and colder. What if the Sun did not return? This may well be the 

reason for early edifices like Stonehenge in England because 

there is evidence (and speculation) that it was built to align with 

the position of the summer and winter solstices, and that it may 

have been used to predict astronomical events. Similarly, in 

ancient Mexico, the Mayan were sky watchers and serious ob-

servers of celestial movements as evidenced by temple observa-

tories at places such as Chichén Itzá and Uxmal. For those who 

could use these early astronomical observatories, it must have 

been a great relief to see that the sun was not fading away forev-

er but, rather, was returning with light and warmth. It may be 

more than simple coincidence that Christians celebrate the birth 

of Christ during the darkest time of the year, on December 25, 

just long enough after the winter solstice to see the sun was re-

turning. Thus, one might ask, “The rising Sun or The rising 

Son?” Similarly, it may be more than coincidence that the Jew-

ish Feast of Lights, Hanukkah (Chanukah) is celebrated at this 

time of year. This religious observance lasts for eight days with 

a new candle being lit at nightfall on each day of the celebra-

tion. This year Hanukkah is observed from November 27 to 

December 5 but it can occur later in December. For example, 

next year, 2014, Hanukkah will last from December 6 to De-

cember 24. 

      December can also be a time for other celebratory candles 

because some very great astronomers have December birthdays. 

The Danish astronomer, Tycho Brahe, famous for twenty-five 

years of careful and painstaking naked-eye astronomy at his 

observatory not far from Hamlet’s Castle at Elsinore, was born 

on December 14, 1456. The German astronomer, Johannes Kep-

ler, who searched for the “harmony of the spheres,” was born on 

December 27, 1571. Sir Isaac Newton whose work on gravita-

tion made celestial mechanics more understandable and predict-

able, was born on Christmas Day in 1642.  

     The bright planet Jupiter is visible in the low eastern sky. 

      The Moon is full on December 15. 

A notable meteor shower, the Geminids, will be visible from 

December 7 to December 16, but are expected to peak on De-

cember 13/14. Look for them in the high eastern sky. One ex-

pectation is that there could be as many as 100 per hour 

throughout the peak night but the almost full moon may reduce 

the number that can be easily seen.  

     Best wishes for warm candles, bright lights, and starry skies.  
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and move to Kane Street, Hartford. Since 2001, he has been as-

signed to various Courts beginning with Bristol Superior Court, 

Hartford Housing Session, Rockville Superior Court, and Wind-

ham Superior Courts in Putnam, Danielson, and Willimantic. 

(Submitted by Linda SM dos Santos. Thank you, Linda.) 

 

If you have Great News about someone or something in Eastford, 

please E-mail eastford.communicator@aol.com, and put “Great 

News” in the subject line. 

Sandwiches, Organic Coffees, Baked Goods, Soups, Gifts 
Hours:  Sun 8am-4pm:  Mon 7am-4pm;  Tues 7am-7pm 

Wed thru Sat,  7am-8pm 
New on Wed-Sat—Dinner Specials! 

New: Expanded Menu!  Build Your Own Subs! 
Call in Orders and Catering available 

 
 

(860) 315-7691 
192 Eastford Road 
Eastford, CT  06242 

Great News 

Eastford resident receives recognition. 

 

Congratulations! The Honorable Angelo L. dos Santos of Eastford 

has recently been recognized for his service as a judge, receiving 

The Americo S. Ventura Lifetime Achievement Award, Our Lady 

of Fatima Appreciation Award, Official Citations from The State 

of Connecticut Senate and The General Assembly, The Office of 

Secretary of State Certificate, The Portuguese Club of Hartford, 

Inc. Outstanding Member Medal, and Nancy Wyman Lieutenant 

Governor State of Connecticut Official Statement.  Angelo was 

born Santo Estevao, Chaves, Portugal on March 29, 1949, and 

arrived in the U.S. on April 5, 1959. The family lived in Bridge-

port Connecticut where Angelo was an honor student at Central 

High School and participated in activities at Our Lady of Fatima 

Church, youth soccer, Folkloric group, and CYO. He graduated 

from UCONN with honors as a certified teacher, majoring in 

French and minor in Spanish (Attending his junior year at the 

University of Rouen, in France.) He took two semesters in Portu-

guese and Brazilian literature to understand the richness of his 

culture and language. He married Linda SM dos Santos in 1970 

and graduated from UCONN School of Law in 1973. He received 

the American Jurisprudence Award for legal research, writing, 

and international law. After passing the bar examination, he was 

hired as an Assistant Public Defender in Hartford. He was pro-

moted to Public Defender in Rockville, Connecticut; representing 

indigent criminal defendants, he did competency hearings, jury 

trials, court trials, sentencing hearings, motions to dismiss and 

motions to suppress evidence. From 1979-1990, he was law part-

ner with legislator Richard D. Tulisano, a champion of  the people 

and rights guaranteed in the First Amendment, and with Harris T 

Liftshitz. In 1990, he was appointed to serve on the Workers 

Compensation Commission, where he adjudicated worker inju-

ries, wrote the Code of Conduct for Commissioners, ruled on at-

torney’s fees charged to injured workers, and served on the Com-

pensation Review Board and the Judicial Review Council. From 

2001, he has served as Superior Court  Judge, assigned to various 

Courts beginning with Bristol Superior Court, Hartford Housing 

Session, Rockville Superior Court, and Windham Superior Courts 

in Putnam, Danielson, and Willimantic. He held every office on 

UCONN Law School Alumni Association, serving as President 

from 1987-1988.  He was Co-Founder of the Portuguese Founda-

tion, a forum for Portuguese language and culture, which has 

awarded nearly $100,000 in scholarships over 20 years to worthy 

students of Portuguese origin. From the 1970’s to the present, he 

has helped the Hartford Our Lady of Fatima Church by assisting 

in its creation of a permanently funded daycare center. He helped 

without compensation with legal issues of the church’s expansion 

EES News 

Carole McCombe  

 

Grades four and five at Eastford Elementary School have been 

busy preparing for their annual history night, which will be held 

on December 5 in the school gym.  Grade four students have 

been learning about the Native Americans from the Eastern 

Woodland region, while the fifth grade students have been fo-

cusing on the early settlers to the New England area. Both clas-

ses are examining primary and secondary source documents, 

conducting research, analyzing artifacts, and reading and writing 

about their respective topics to learn about the ways of life of 

these two groups and how their friendship and conflict lead to 

dramatic changes – all skills found in the new Common Core 

state standards.  In addition, grade four students traveled to the 

Mashantucket Pequot Museum in Mashantucket, CT, while the 

grade five students visited Plimoth Plantation, the Wampanoag 

homesite, and the Mayflower II in Plymouth, MA.  Students 

enjoyed being able to step back in time and were able to imagine 

how different, and comparatively difficult, daily life was for 

these early people.  

 

On December 5, a variety of projects will be displayed that 

demonstrate student learning about such topics as the farm ani-

mals that arrived with the Pilgrims, food, cooking, and recipes 

from both the Native Americans and the Pilgrims, a mock news-

paper from a Pilgrim perspective, tools, weapons, shelter, cloth-

ing and transportation used by the Natives.  This hands-on learn-

ing has been a valuable experience for the EES students and we 

look forward to seeing their culminating projects. 
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DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available 

The Eastford Communicator 

     Inscribed patio pavers will be offered to those who wish to 

create a lasting memory of a loved one who is or was an Eastford 

resident and served honorably in a branch of the U.S. military.  

Application forms are available in the Town Office Building.  

Additionally, any citizen who would like to make a donation to 

the perpetual care of the memorial may do so by completing a 

brief form available at the Town Office.  Please note; checks on-

ly, no cash. Make checks payable to the Town of Eastford, memo 

Veterans memorial. 

     The Eastford Veterans Memorial Committee, a 10 member 

group, has been appointed by the Board of Selectmen. Their task 

is to manage and maintain the Memorial providing for any neces-

sary repairs, paver installation, and monitoring funds in concert 

with the Town Treasurer.  The projected first meeting date will 

be early December.  Following are the members: 

 Russell Mayhew  John Paquin 

 David Olsen  Chad Therrien 

 Harold Dumas  Jennifer Willich 

 Rick Torgeson  Charles Kernan 

 George Bean  Christopher Bowen 

     Again, thank you to all participants for a job well done! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rick Torgeson 

269 Nott Highway 

Ashford, CT  06278 

Cell: 860-933-7946 

Eastford Veterans Memorial 

 

     On Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2013, at 10:00 A.M.  

Eastford   citizens gathered in the center of town to dedicate the 

new memorial.  The ceremony offered a close-up view of the 

completed memorial and a program of speakers, musical 

presentations, and a keynote presentation of Veteran’s Day re-

marks by Eastford’s own Colonel Ahmed-Beermann.  It was a 

slightly chilly but sunny day; a perfect combination of typical 

New England weather for November and a receptive crowd of 

citizens displaying gratitude for the service and sacrifice of our 

Vets. 

     We are appreciative of the contributions, great and small, 

made by the following:  stone work, Rick Harris; illumination, 

Ed Thompson; removal of old and installation of new flagpoles, 

Bill Bibeault; pole alignment, Dennis  Hebert;  asphalt en-

trance,Todd Larkin, Doug Anderson,  and Andy Kryzinski; 

Eastford Public works, site assistance; Eastford Fire and Rescue 

employees, material handling. 

     Dedication Ceremony participants were the following: First 

Selectman Allan Platt, Pastor Mike Moran, Bugler Robert 

Mackowiak, State Senator Tony Guglielmo, State Representa-

tive Mike Alberts, American Legion Post 203 Commander Da-

vid Olsen;  sound system, Barrie and Sally Fraley; the Eastford 

singers- 

 T. Loring White  James Barlow 

 Leroy Adams  Helen Harding 

 Terry Smith  Martha Clark 

 Nancy Mayhew  Diane Barlow 

 Kristen Griffiths  Joanne Korner 

      Emily Belanger 

 under the directions of Jane White; keynote speaker, Ahmed-

Beermann; Woodstock Academy vocalist Austin Stone; floral 

arrangements by Claire Williams; and program layout by Robin 

Bibeault. 

     This project was completed with extremely generous funding 

donated by the family of Charles S. Bowen, in his memory. 

The Congregational Church of Eastford invites you to their 
 

Community Christmas Celebration 
 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 from noon to 2pm. 
 

A turkey dinner will be served & there will be special music 
by the 

Woodstock Academy Hill Singers. 
There is no charge for this event…..feel free to invite your 

friends & family.    
Call by December 6

th
 for reservations.  

C.C.E. office:  860-974-0294  
Keri Buell:  860-974-3251 
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CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

The Congregational Church of Eastford will hold a traditional 

Christmas Eve Service of Carols and Lessons on December 

24th at 7:00 pm.  The service will be held by candlelight, and 

is a beautiful and memorable way for the whole family to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Please join us. 

 

Many Christmas Blessings, Pastor Mike Moran 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastford Residents Approved For Solar Power Incentives  

The state's “Solarize Connecticut” program has been extended to 

include Eastford homeowners who can now qualify for substan-

tial discounts and incentives for the installation of photo voltaic 

(PV) home energy systems. Eastford residents have thus been 

invited to attend the informational meeting at the Chaplain Sen-

ior Center on Rt 198 at 7 p.m. December 3rd. The program's 

preferred contractor, Ross Solar will explain the details of con-

verting your home to solar power, including a session to answer 

questions that are unique to your personal conditions. Local so-

lar ambassadors – those who have already converted to PV 

home systems – will be on hand along with northeast Connecti-

cut's Solarize Connecticut program directors and representatives 

of the state's Clean Energy Finance and Investment Authority 

(CEF&IA). Similar gatherings have been held recently or the 

participating towns at Ashford, Hampton and Pomfret. The cost 

of home solar installation through Solarize Connecticut has be-

come surprisingly affordable. That's because the price of PV 

cells has dropped substantially and because state and federal 

incentives are factored into the installer's quote. Also, the larger 

and more-concentrated number of solar projects expected in the 

region will enable contractors to further discount the price of 

your installation. 

Learn more about: 

Solarize Connecticut at http://solarizect.com/our-towns/ashford/  

Clean Energy Finance and Investment Authority at http://

www.ctcleanenergy.com Ross Solar Group llc. at http://

www.rosssolargroup.com/solarize  

    In a related development, a Clean Energy Working Group 

sanctioned by the Board of Selectmen is meeting regularly to 

develop and recommend plans and actions for the town. Ken 

Andersen is coordinating that group.  

The Eastford Communicator 

EASTFORD FOOD PANTRY – DONATIONS 

NEEDED 

 

The last few months have been busy for our food pan-

try and we now find that resources are running 

low.  Anyone wishing to make a donation can drop 

items off at the Selectmen’s Office or call Karen or 

Steve for pick up at 974-1618.  Items most needed are 

canned fruit, canned meat, tuna fish, peanut butter, 

jam, pasta, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti sauce, sug-

ar, flour, cereal, oatmeal, rice, instant potatoes, toilet-

ries.   

  

Eastford residents in need who would like to avail 

themselves of the food pantry can place a confidential 

call to Karen at 974-1618.  

  

Stay Tuned!  

 

The excitement is growing for the Comet ISON, which is 

scheduled to make its closest approach to the sun on November 

28, Thanksgiving Day. If it “survives” its solar passage it may 

emerge in December as a spectacular comet easily visible for 

several weeks. However, comets are like cats for they both have 

tails and they are both unpredictable. Comet ISON may be 

spectacular or it may pass unnoticed. For owners of iPhones 

and iPads, there is a free app – “Comet Watch” – that is de-

signed to point users in the direction of the comet through early 

December.  

 

 

 

http://solarizect.com/our-towns/ashford/
http://www.ctcleanenergy.com
http://www.ctcleanenergy.com
http://www.rosssolargroup.com/solarize
http://www.rosssolargroup.com/solarize
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NOT USE BOXES OR PLASTIC CONTAINERS as your 

receptacles.  Once the metal pail has been filled, place it out-

doors, far away from any structures or objects that can ig-

nite.  Hot ashes can smolder for days! 

 

CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING (CO) is a genuine con-

cern every winter.  Simply put, CO poisoning can kill you.  

Improperly heating your house is often the cause.   Carbon 

Monoxide is odorless, colorless and tasteless.  The initial 

symptoms of CO poisoning are similar to flu, but without the 

fever and may include headache, fatigue, shortness of breath, 

nausea and dizziness.  If you suspect CO poisoning, get to 

fresh air immediately and call “911”. 

 

To avoid CO poisoning, take these simple steps: 

 

Get carbon monoxide detectors for every level of your home 

and install a few inches from the floor.  CO does not rise. 

Make sure all heating vents are free of snow and other ob-

structions.  If they are covered, CO will double back into 

your home. 

Never run a generator  indoors.  Run it outside or in a well-

ventilated area. 

Make sure heaters and woodstoves are properly installed by 

a professional. 

 

GENERATOR SAFETY: 

 

Follow the manufacturer’s instructions when installing and 

using a generator. 

Let the generator cool down before refueling. 

Store gasoline and other flammable liquids away from gener-

ator and outside of living areas. 

Ensure fumes from the generator are not entering living are-

as. 

Plug individual appliances into the generator using only 

heavy-duty, outdoor rated cords with wire gauge ade-

quate for the appliance load. 

Turn off all equipment powered by generator before turning 

off the generator. 

Keep children away from portable generators at all times.  

Many parts are hot and could result in burns. 

 

On Monday, November 11th – Veterans Day, townspeople 

and EIFC members gathered to dedicate the new memorial 

to show appreciation and support for past and present mem-

bers of the United States Military. 

 

On November 12th, fire department flags and markers were 

removed from the Grove Cemetery for the winter.  We 

placed 59 flags and markers prior to Memorial Day 2013.  

Five were placed in cemeteries in other towns.  In May 2014, 

fresh flags and markers will be put back to honor deceased 

firefighters, EMS and Auxiliary members.   If a family mem-

ber belonged to the EIFC and is buried elsewhere, call Presi-

dent Spink to receive a flag and marker. 

 

Thanksgiving is a time to reflect and give thanks for what we 

have, no matter how little.   The EIFC would like to extend 

our thanks and gratitude to the residents of Eastford for 

their continuing support.   

 

Eastford Independent Fire Co. 

From:  Jeannine Spink, President 

 

Welcome to Robert Gilmore as a new member. Congratula-

tions to Debi Johnson, Secretary and EMR who was voted to 

Active Member status. 

 

WANTED – HOLIDAY LIGHTS – Annually, the company 

participates in the “Dazzle Light Parade” in Putnam.  The 

more lights the better!   If you have lights (any size, any col-

or) that you would like to donate, please contact President 

Spink at 860-974-1678 or jspink@charter.net.   The parade is 

Sunday, December 1st. 

 

Thanks to all who attended our “sold out” Steak Supper on 

October 26th.  Our next one is April 2014.  We were pleased 

to support “Future Freedom Fighters” – Relay For Life at 

their bake sale.  Almost $300 was raised for the cause.   

 

We offered, along with the NDDH, a flu shot clinic on Mon-

day, Oct. 28th.  Thirty-two people passed through our doors 

to receive their flu shots; ten more people than in 2012.    

Hoping for 42 in 2014. 

 

Halloween night was “spookily” fun.  Approximately 75 

ghosts and goblins visited our station to get candy. 

 

Coming Soon - The Company hasn’t had a good old Pancake 

Breakfast in a long time.  Details coming. 

  

In addition to the monthly business meeting, line officers 

meeting and truck check, we drilled on the following:  Roll-

ing of hose, chain of command, walk thru at the Eastford 

School and Library, chimney fires and physicals review.  The 

RIT team concentrated on chimney fires and EMS overview. 

The Rescue Squad focused its October drill on body mechan-

ics, the proper way to handle and lift patients to avoid inju-

ries to us and how to prepare and move the larger patient.    

 

On Oct 31st, EMS Captain Spink attended a Stroke Confer-

ence at Day Kimball Hospital.  The purpose of the conference 

was to review protocols established by Day Kimball and 

Windham Hospitals to communicate and transport stroke 

victims as quickly and efficiently as possible.  Education, 

awareness and recognition by YOU is key to making that 

“911” call.  A future Communicator will be dedicated to 

what YOU can do if you suspect a loved one is experiencing a 

stroke. 

 

The company responded to 17 emergencies in October. 

 

Winter is almost here.  Along with its arrival come chimney 

fires, carbon monoxide poisoning and generator use emer-

gencies. 

 

FIRE is the fourth largest accidental killer in the United 

States.  It is also the disaster that families are most likely to 

experience.  IS YOUR HOME SAFE? 

 

One of the most likely emergencies is the disposal of ashes 

from fireplaces and woodstoves.  When disposing hot ashes, 

they must be placed in an appropriately sized metal pail.  DO 
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Men’s Pickup Basketball 

Free! No sign-ups needed! 

Ages 18 and older 

Sponsored by 

Eastford Recreation Commission 

Wednesday nights 

Eastford Elementary School 

December - March 

6:30 & 9 pm 

Mark your calendars! 

December 4, 11 & 18 

January 15, 22 & 29 

February 5, 12, 19 & 26 

March 5, 12, 19 & 26 

Information: call Michael (860) 821-0822 

 

Report of the Eastford Scholarship Steering Committee 

 

In the ongoing effort to raise scholarship monies for Eastford 

students, the Eastford Scholarship Steering Committee, working 

with the Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut, has 

developed a donor form, the use of which enables individuals to 

support the scholarship-raising effort.  We would urge you to use 

this form and to become a participant in helping with the educa-

tion of our young people.  As you will see on the form there are 

opportunities to give to a variety of already established funds or 

you may give to a General Scholarship Fund.  If you wish to 

create a new scholarship fund or to engage in corporate or 

planned giving, we ask you to contact Eastford’s liaison at the 

Community Foundation, Kip Parker.  The contact information is 

on the form.  We thank you for your support. 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROL SING 
Sunday, December 22nd  6:00 pm. 

In front of the Ivy Glenn. 
Refreshments after at the Congregational Church of Eastford.  

8 Church Road 

In case of rain, we will carol indoors at the church. 

Bring hats/mittens/gloves for folks in 

need 
Sponsored by Eastford Baptist and The Congregational Church of 

Eastford 

 

 

 

 

       

Eastford Scholarships and 

Awards 

Eastford Students are counting on your 

help.  

Your consideration and support are greatly appreciat-

ed.   

Yes, I would like to support the Eastford Scholarships 

Fund with my gift of $______________ by enclosed 

check or by credit card as noted below.   

Please apply my gift toward: 

 

As you would like it to appear in print 

 

 

Make checks payable to Eastford Scholarships/CFECT 

CREDIT CARD DONATIONS:  Please check:  

_____Master Card_____ Visa ___ American Express  

 

 

Do you work for an employer participating in a matching 

gift program?   __________   

Please return your contribution along with 

this form to:   
Eastford Scholarships 

Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut 

147 State Street 

New London, CT  06320 

If you have questions, or you would like to create a new 

scholarship fund, please contact Kip Parker at the Com-

munity Foundation (877) 442-3572 or kip@cfsect.org 

THANK YOU! 

Name 

Address 

Daytime phone    E-mail 

Signature 

 
Number                   Expiration Date 
 

http://www.eastfordct.org/ScholarshipDonationForm 

The Eastford Communicator 

Men’s Pickup Basketball 

mailto:kip@cfsect.org
http://www.eastfordct.org/ScholarshipDonationForm
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tion. Since then people have planted the offspring of the Charter 
Oak. It was a huge tree, measuring 33 feet in circumference. 
During the early 1800s, 27 grown men were reported to have 
stood together inside the hollow trunk. On August 21, 1856, a 
ferocious tropical storm toppled the tree. Because it was hollow, 
there could be no accurate count of tree rings, but it was esti-
mated to have been 800 to 1000 years old when it died. 
Eastford’s Charter Oak descendant has been placed on record by 
the Board of Selectmen. The USBC will continue to hold fund-
raisers and seek grants. If you would like to make a financial do-
nation, please make your checks payable to: Town of Eastford 
(write Union Society in the memo line), and mail to Union Socie-
ty Fund, Town of Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. All 
fundraising proceeds go to the Town of Eastford for improve-
ments to the building. For information, call Carol Davidge (860) 
974-0756 or E-mail: carol.davidge@snet.net with “Union Socie-
ty” in subject line. 

Report of the Union Society Building Committee 

 

We would like to thank First Selectman Allan Platt, Selectmen 
Rick Torgeson and Terry Cote, and the Town of Eastford staff 
for their service to the Town and for their consideration of the 
needs of the Union Society Building. Holiday gift idea: 
“Eastfudd” caps are for sale at Coriander ($15), as a fundraiser 
for the USB. We thank Gene Faulkner Seevers of Virginia for his 
donation to the Town of Eastford to save the 1806 Union Socie-
ty of Phoenixville building. We thank Betsy and Bob DiQuattro 
for hosting a tag sale in November that raised $150 for the 
building. For donations of $100 or more, a plaque will 
acknowledge the donor and list the names being honored. This 
plaque contains names of corporate, foundation and private 
donors. We continue to seek fundraising opportunities to im-
prove the USB. Toward the concept of creating an 1806 Union 
Society Heritage Center featuring a 3-season museum in the 
1806 building along with an addition for handicapped accessi-
ble facilities, architectural plans are near completion and a 
STEAP grant for $290,000 has been applied for.  

    Athrilling chapter in the history of the Union Society property 
has emerged. A white oak - a Connecticut Charter Oak de-
scendant - is located on the east lawn of the Union Society 
property. This tree was grown for the U.S. Bicentennial in 1976 
by the Connecticut DEP Forest Department. Over the next 10 
years, these descendants were shared with the state’s towns. 
Eastford did not accept its tree until ca. 1986, when Eastford 
officials told Mark Sheldon, then President of the original non-
profit Union Society (then the owner of this building), that the 
Town had no room for a Bicentennial Charter Oak descendant 
and wondered if the Union Society would allow the Town to 
plant the tree on that property. Mark agreed, specifying the 
location of the planting so that it could have room to grow 
without crowding. On October 22, 2013, Ed Richardson of the 
Connecticut Notable Trees Project measured and photo-
graphed the tree, affirmed that it is consistent in age and di-
mensions with a Charter Oak descendant from the Bicentennial 
plantings, a vigorous, beautiful, perfectly symmetrical specimen 
that must be preserved as historic. Ed placed the tree into the 
Connecticut Notable Trees website along with the state’s other 
notable trees.  (See: http://oak.conncoll.edu:8080/
notabletrees/ViewTreeData.jsp?selected=225592). The legend 
of the Charter Oak made it the most beloved tree in Connecti-
cut history. It is the Charter Oak that that is celebrated on the 
back of the U.S. State Quarter for Connecticut. The story is as 
follows. The original Colonial Charter establishing Connecticut 
and its form of self-government was granted in 1662 by King 
Charles II of England. Twenty years later, King James II decided 
to revoke the Charter. On the evening of October 31, 1687, Sir 
Edmund Andros, the designated Governor of the Dominion of 
New England, and his troops, met with Colonial legislators to 
retrieve the original Charter by force. The candles lighting the 
meeting suddenly went out, and when re-lighted, the Charter 
had disappeared. Legend is that the Charter was hidden in the 
hollow trunk of the original Charter Oak. Although Andros still 
became Governor, the document was saved and served as Con-
necticut’s Constitution during and after the American Revolu-

Library News  

By:  Sussan Shead 

 

      Season’s Greetings from the Library Board and staff of the 

Eastford Public Library. 

      The Library Board welcomes newly elected Library Board 

members Kathleen Healey and Jim Trowbridge and wish to thank 

Barbara Aquila and Terry Cote for her 19 years of service to the 

Library Board. 

      The Fiber Arts group meets on the 3rd Saturday Dec.21st)) of 

the month at 10:00AM.      If you want to knit, crochet or do rug 

hooking or spinning or any other fiber arts craft please join us! 

     The library has many DVDs and listening CD’s for you to 

enjoy this holiday season including The Polar Express,  White 

Christmas, Miracle on 34th Street, Christmas in Connecticut and 

cd’s by artists like Michael Buble, Jim Brickman, The Three Ten-

ors, Josh Groban, and Bette Midler.  Come down to the library 

and check them out! 

     Remember, you can adopt a book as a gift to the library and 

recognize someone special in your life during the holidays. 

The library has discount passes and coupons available for places 

like Mystic Aquarium, The Wadsworth Athenaeum and the New 

Britain Museum of Art.  The coupons are for The Connecticut 

Science Center.  Call the library for more info at 860-974-0125. 

The Eastford Public Library Holiday schedule will be posted 

on the door very shortly.  Be sure to check for closings and 

time changes before you come down to the library during the 

holidays. 

The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to 8pm, 

Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to1pm. 

                                                   

 

The Eastford Communicator 

http://oak.conncoll.edu:8080/notabletrees/ViewTreeData.jsp?selected=225592
http://oak.conncoll.edu:8080/notabletrees/ViewTreeData.jsp?selected=225592
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Singers. There is no charge for this event. However, seating is 

limited, so, please call for reservations by December 6, Church 

Office 860-974-0294 or Keri Buell 860 974-3251. 

    Medicare Open Enrollment Ends December 7.   It is very 

important that you check the medications that you are taking with 

your HMO, PPO and/or your Medicare Part D prescription drug 

plan to make sure that they are still covered for 2014. The drug 

companies change their formulary each year and may not cover 

certain drugs, if they become too expensive. If you need help in 

evaluating and comparing plans, or if you get anything in the 

mail that you do not understand, call the Quinebaug Valley Re-

gional Senior Citizens Center at 860-774-1243 to set up an ap-

pointment. Ask what you need to bring. 

 

HIS & HERS 

Elegant Edge 
HAIR SALON 

Eastford Seniors 

By Linda SM dos Santos 

 

Seniors enjoyed songs from The Everly Brothers and Simon and 

Garfunkel as they entered the Eastford Senior Citizens Family 

and Friends Dinner at the Midway Pizza Restaurant on Route 44 

in Ashford held on November 10, 2013. Seniors Michael Galli-

son and Bill Blanchard volunteered to entertain with their, 

“Second Helping”, 2-piece Acoustical Act. Their quality duet, 

plus the superb pumpkin and three berry pies donated by the 

Eastford First Niagara Bank enhanced the fun filled evening. 

During the event, President Judy Montigny made two important 

announcements. Montigny congratulate member, Angelo L. dos 

Santos, on his recently receiving The Americo S. Ventura Life-

time Achievement Award from The Portuguese Bar Association 

of Connecticut. It was made mention by a fellow member that 

dos Santos also was presented with Official Citations from The 

State of Connecticut Senate and The General Assembly on Octo-

ber 26, 2013.  

    Montigny announced that applications are now available on a 

first-come, first-serve basis to income eligible homeowners in 

Hampton, Eastford, Chaplin, Pomfret, Scotland and Brooklyn to 

make repairs to their homes that they could not otherwise afford. 

This FY2013 Connecticut Small Cities Grant is a continued 

Hampton Regional Housing Rehabilitation Program (HRHRP). 

Possible repairs are not limited to electrical, plumbing, windows, 

insulation, & painting. Priority is given to emergency needs such 

as failed septic or heating systems, badly leaking roofs, etc. For 

an application, call 860-455-9132 Ext. 8 on Tuesday 10-1:30 PM 

and Thursday 10-4:00 at the Town of Hampton Offices, PO Box 

143, Hampton, CT 06247. Through this program, an Eastford 

resident had $90,000+ in repairs completed on their property 

about two years ago. An application and a brochure are available 

for download on the Town of Hampton’s website, http://

hamptonct.org. 

    The Congregational Church of Eastford is hosting a holiday 

meal, on Thursday, December 12 at Noon. Come & Enjoy a 

Turkey Dinner & Music by the Woodstock Academy Hill 

Eastford Baptist Church presents… 

 

 

 

  

Saturday – December 21
st
 

Putnam, CT 

Band Shell in Rotary Park 

Presentation Time – 6:00 P.M. 

Eastford Baptist Church ● 133 Union Road, Eastford, CT  ● 

860-974-1414 

www.eastfordbaptist.com 

http://www.eastfordbaptist.com
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Camp Nahaco is your park. 

Come explore your park! 

Free 30 Minute Reflexology Experience 

Suite 1 

Easy Delish! 
Cran-nip Surprise 
Submitted by Rebecca Gurland 
(original recipe from Christina Pirello in “Cooking the Whole 
Foods Way”) 
 
NOTE: Approximate amounts work fine here. 
Ingredients: 
2-3 cloves garlic 
1 tsp. olive oil 
1 cup fresh cranberries (may use dried cranberries) 
2 cups grated or shredded parsnips 
1/2 cup orange juice 
2-3 scallions, cut into 1 inch pieces 
Soy sauce 
1-2 tsp. kuzu, cornstrch or arrowroot dissolved in 3 tbsp. cold 
water 
 
Saute 2-3 cloves minced garlic  in 1 tsp. olive oil for 1 minute. If 
using fresh cranberries, add now with dash of soy sauce and 
cook till cranberries begin to pop. Add shredded parsnips with 
dash of soy sauce, and cook till just tender, about 5 minutes. If 
using dried cranberries, add now. Stir in scallions,  cook 1 mi-
nute. Stir in orange juice.  Stir in cornstarch liquid. Cook until a 
thin glaze forms over the vegetables, about 3 minutes. Transfer 
to serving platter and serve hot. 
 
Editor’s Note to ease your holiday stress: Buell’s Orchard has 
frozen pumpkin & fruit pies & apple crisp from a family recipe - 
keep on hand in your freezer or Buell’s will bake for you  if you 
order ahead! Buell’s also has fresh fruit, tee shirts & country-
style gifts. Instead of a bottle of wine, take a bag of Buell’s ap-
ples! Coriander has great crafts, it caters and you can order sand-
wiches, sweet things & dinners to take-out. Woodstock Valley 
Country Store provides Deli Platters & Pizza take-out. You’ll also 
find fine dining and take-out at Midway and Vanilla Bean - Easy 
Delish! 

 

TOWN OF EASTFORD PREPARING TO MAIL REAS-

SESSMENT NOTICES 

 

Property owners in Eastford will begin receiving assess-

ment notices beginning December 2, 2013. 

 
Per Connecticut general statute, the new assessed values are 

based on 70% of market value. Included in the notice will be the 

current record card for the property which will also list the full 

appraised value. Property owners should review the appraised 

value and determine whether it is representative of a price at 

which they would be able to sell the property. If it is, no further 

action is required by the property owner. If it is not, property 

owners may want to meet to discuss the valuation by scheduling 

a meeting with Tyler Technologies, the company hired to com-

plete the reassessment. 

 

Even though assessments for nearly all properties will decrease, 

this does not mean that taxes for all properties will decrease. 

Some property owners will see tax decreases, and others will see 

increases. Many situations affect tax bills including individual 

exemptions and use assessments, as well as the municipal budg-

et. Neither the assessor nor Tyler Technologies staff has infor-

mation on tax bills or mill rates at this time. The mill rate will be 

set after the grand list, which includes motor vehicles and busi-

ness personal property, is completed and the budget determined 

and approved by voters this spring. Tax bills based on the new 

assessments will be payable July 2014. 

 

To schedule a meeting with Tyler, property owners must call the 

number provided and schedule an appointment within 10 days of 

the date of notice. No walk in appointments will be accepted. 

When calling, property owners must provide the parcel number 

for each property to be discussed to ensure that appraisers have 

the appropriate records at the hearing. Appraisers will not be 

able to discuss properties other than those scheduled and they 

will not be able to discuss tax bills.   

 

Property owners are asked to be patient if they receive a busy 

signal when they call the Tyler office. Phone lines are busiest 

early in the day and during the first two days after notices are 

mailed. 

 

Connecticut law mandates that towns reassess properties every 

five years. Eastford, as part of the Northeast Connecticut Coun-

OFFICE OF THE ASSESSOR 

 16 WESTFORD RD 

cil of Governments, hired Tyler Technologies to conduct the reas-

sessment. Tyler’s CLT Appraisal Services is a highly respected, 

reliable company that has been a pioneer in the mass appraisal 

profession since 1938. 

 

For additional information, contact the Tyler Office at  877-394-

3379 

 

Hearings will be held in the Town Office Building  on:  

  Tuesday  December 10, 2013 1:00 – 6:30 PM 

  Thursday  December 4, 10:00 – 4:00 PM,  

Thursday December 19, 10:00 to 4:00 PM 
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participate in  volunteer work projects at Nahaco may want to 

include the Park in their end-of-year giving.  If you fall into this 

category, please mail your contribution to:  

Nahaco Park Commission                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

P. O. Box 345,       Eastford, CT 06242                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Any amount will be helpful, and very much appreciated! 

All citizens are welcome at Nahaco Park Commission meetings. 

We meet the first Wednesday of the month, at 7:00 p.m. On De-

cember 4th, our meeting will be held at the Woodstock Town 

Hall, lower level. In January, for the only time during 2014, we 

will NOT meet the first Wednesday, New Year’s Day, but in-

stead on January 8th, at the Eastford Town Hall, lower level. 

Cheerful Winter Tidings to All! 

            Sam Asikainen                   Beach Baywood                                                          

 Mary Ellen Ellsworth        Tom Hawkins                     

 Gary Kendrick                  Chuck Lee                      

 Philippa Paquette              Tony Perreault             

 Missy Vincent                   Suzanne Woodward 

 

NAHACO NEWS  

by Mary Ellen Ellsworth 

 

The Nahaco Commission has completed an application for the 

2014 round of STEAP [Small Town Economic Assistance Pro-

gram] grants through the Town of Woodstock. If our project is 

funded, we plan to replace the Dining Hall windows, improve 

the kitchen and the floor, develop a reliable water delivery sys-

tem [no more temperamental Pump House!], and develop a long

-term capital improvement plan for the Park. Awards will be 

granted by the State on a rolling basis, so we are hoping for 

good news in the first half of 2014! 

We have been focused on our 2014 budget, and long-range 

plans for the Park. We want to be able to plan for regular 

maintenance of, and improvements to, all areas of our Towns-

owned Park-- the buildings, the waterfront area, the upper play-

ing field, the Trout Pond, and the hiking trails. This fall we have 

had the help of a group of 10 students from Hyde School, who 

joined forces with Commission members to clean out the leaves 

around the Dining Hall.  Also, two of our Park neighbors, Roy 

and Irene Adams of Eastford, have been working to trim up the 

hiking trails, cutting back some of the brambles that tend to snag 

passersby. Thanks to All! 

Right now is a terrific time for Park walking and hiking. Tree 

forms and land contours are much more visible than they are 

during leafed-out periods. Once we  have a good snow cover, 

cross country skiers should also have a wonderful time on  the 

Park trails. 

At the close of 2013, some townspeople who may not be able to 
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ANDERT’S CARPET SERVICE, INC. 
 

CARPET-LINOLEUM 

SALES-INSTALLATIONS 

 

ANDERT DRIVE                                                 EASTFORD,  CT 

974-0491 

The Eastford Communicator 

Dear Readers: 

 

During this special season, we hope you will contribute to The 
Eastford Communicator. Advertising revenues do not cover 
printing and postage costs. The Communicator is Eastford’s main 
source of news about local events, town government, com-
mittees and organizations, and news of interest. Important arti-
cles about emergency preparedness, fire safety and our school 
appear each month. We need donors to support this effort if we 
are to continue. If you can, please send a donation. Thank you! 

 

Your name:___________________________________________ 

 

Mailing address________________________________________ 

 

City/Town________________________  Zip Code:____________   

 

Amount $_______ 

Things you’d like to see covered in The Communicator  

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to: Eastford Communicator  

P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242 

THANK YOU! 

The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 

Tips for Today 

by Liz Ellsworth 

 
Happy December! 
 
Be inventive with your holiday gift wrapping.  Newspapers, mag-
azines, colorful shopping bags all make great wrapping paper, 
especially if you decorate and add your own personal touch.  
Have a safe and happy holiday season! 
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Tom French, Accountant 
Full Accounting & Tax Services 

For Businesses and Individuals 

 

12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford 
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond) 
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net 
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Executive Editor   Carol Davidge 

Composition/Layout   Deb Yazo 

Copy Collection & News  Deb Yazo 

Volunteer    Ruth Yulo 

 

All items for The Eastford Communicator must include 
submitter’s name, address, and telephone number for ver-
ification.  Items written on behalf of an organization re-
quire the signature of an authorized spokesperson.  No 
letters will be accepted concerning political issues or can-
didates.  All items submitted are subject to editing, and 
the Communicator reserves the right to reject any sub-
missions.  Readers should be aware that opinions or arti-
cles by individual  writers or organizations are bit neces-
sary those of  The Communicator.  The Communicator 
will not print items it regards as offensive or slanderous. 

 

Dana P. Woods, MD 


