
 NAHACO PARK SPRING VOLUNTEER DAY GETS HELP FROM AROUND THE AREA & AROUND THE WORLD! 

 

May 3rd dawned sunny and warm—perfect weather for the 88 individuals who made their way to Camp 

Nahaco Park to pitch in on spring clean-up! The Park, jointly owned by the Towns of Eastford and 

Woodstock and overseen by a 10-member volunteer commission, is comprised of 128 acres of woods 

bordering Crystal Pond. Those who showed up to donate a few hours of their time, energy, and skills 

helped get the Park ready for the busy seasons ahead, and their efforts made a huge difference. 

Saturday’s Nahaco Park Spring Volunteer Day highlighted community volunteerism and environmental 

stewardship at their very best! 

Who showed up and pitched in?! Eastford Girl Scout Troop 63315 was there--13-members strong! The 

girls and their leaders worked at the Park’s entrance, removing winter’s debris from the 3 welcoming 

perennial gardens they planted last fall. The troop was happily surprised to find that their plants not 

only survived—but seemed to thrive. As an extra bit of fun, when the girls finished their work, they 

learned how to whistle with the acorn cups they found near their gardens. Giv2 (Give Squared), a 

volunteer group of youth and adults from 4 area churches, came out in force; they worked on grounds’ 

improvement. On Saturday 20 individuals came from the First Congregational Churches of Woodstock 

and Canterbury, and from the East Woodstock Congregational Church. CRO, the Creative Role Playing 

Organization which has rented Nahaco Park for many years, was represented by 5 members who stayed 

on into the afternoon mopping the floor, cleaning the fireplace, and doing other “inside-the-Dining-Hall” 

chores. Earlier several of the Day Camp at Crystal Pond staffers were busy washing the Dining Hall 

windows; they worked hard, and obviously enjoyed one another’s company, too! We had a family of 4 

from nearby Union, who went off to enjoy some spring fishing at the pond after their morning’s clean-

up endeavors. But those who came the farthest were Natasha Rozanova and Igor Rozanov from 

Moscow, Russia. Natasha and Igor have been visiting northeastern Connecticut for 15 years, and have 

energetically participated in Nahaco Park Volunteer Day at least 6 times. This year Igor, along with local 

volunteers, replaced the Park’s waterfront sign, which reminds visitors of the Park’s sunset closing. 

Seven volunteers from Hyde School, representing several different regions and countries, came 

Saturday; Hyde has sent volunteers for various Park projects on many occasions. Nahaco Park also 

benefited from the efforts of an Eastford Elementary School 8th grader, completing his community 

service graduation requirement, and from a number of volunteer students from Woodstock Academy. A 

new Nahaco volunteer group, Connecticut River Valley BMW Riders, who will be renting Nahaco Park 

this spring, had several volunteers present, too. Commission representatives, and some of their family 

members, were out in force, and then there were many “good neighbors and friends” who came simply 

because they care about the Park, and wanted to give back.  We could not operate without their help; 

some of these folks have come back year after year [2014 marks our 11th Nahaco Park Spring Volunteer 

Day!], and some came this year for the first time. We hope to see every one of them again and again in 

the years ahead. 

Volunteer Day this year was organized by Commission members Tom Hawkins and Gary Kendrick. Other 

Nahaco Park Commission volunteers , including Beach Baywood, Missy Vincent, and Philippa Paquette, 



not only worked hard, but also provided morning coffee and snacks for other Volunteer Day 

participants. Mary Ellen Ellsworth, Commission Chair, from Eastford, and Tony Perreault, vice-chair, 

from Woodstock, were members of the work force, too; Sam Asikainen and Chuck Lee round out the 

current Nahaco Park Commission members. On this Volunteer Day, as in the past, Chef Dean Bunnell 

served up a hearty and delicious lunch for all those present. 

Most of Nahaco Park’s 128 acres are protected under a DEEP [Department of Energy and Environmental 

Protection] conservation easement. This portion of the Park has hiking and cross-country-skiing trails. 

The central area of Camp Nahaco houses our Dining Hall, which is a 3-season rustic building with 

beautiful views from its lake-facing windows. The Dining Hall is available for rental for family and school 

reunions, retirement and wedding parties, and other special events. Contact 

NahacoReservations@charter.net  The Day Camp at Crystal Pond, beginning its 11th season for area 

youngsters, also calls Nahaco Park its home. Contact daycampatcrystalpond@gmail.com for more 

information.  And finally, please remember that Nahaco Park can use enthusiastic volunteers on 

maintenance and improvement projects year round. Contact any Commission member. 

Mary Ellen Ellsworth, Nahaco Park Commission 
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