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      The Eastford Communicator 

October 2014, Vol. 23, No. 7 

 
BRODEURBITS 

[Brodeurbits is a regular compilation of writings and ram-

blings from the First Selectman and others and elsewhere, 

some profound, others mundane; all hopefully of interest 

and import, aimed at communicating and informing.] 

 

[This Month: Planning-Reminding-Commending, Ducks in 

a Row and Birds on the Go, Flu/Pneu] 

 

The Eastford Planning Commission, at its September 9, 

2014 meeting, began efforts to update the Town’s Plan of 

Conservation and Development.  A committee, comprised 

of members from a broad spectrum of community interests, 

is in the process of being formed and, with the assistance of 

John Filchak, executive director of the Northeast Connecti-

cut Council of Governments [NECCOG], will proceed to 

comply with Connecticut State Statutes in updating the plan 

while focusing on specific issues rather that undertaking a 

complete revision of the 2003-2013 Plan.  The purpose of a 

Plan of Conservation and Devel- Continued on next page 

October, 2014 Calendar 

1    Deadline-Veterans Tax Exemptions, Tax Assessor     

      Nahaco Commission, Camp Nahaco, 7:00pm 

      Fiddle & Song, EES, 1:00-3:00pm 

4    John Ryan “Book Publishing,” Library, 10:00am 

6    Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm 

      School Readiness Council, EES, 6:00pm 

      Fiddle & Song, EES, 6:00pm- 9:00pm 

      BOS, TOB, 7:00pm 

7    Seniors Trip departs, TOB, 11:30am 

      Conservation & Historic Comm, TOB, 7:00pm 

8    Fiddle & Song, EES, 1:00-3:00pm 

      Recreation Commission, TOB, 2:00pm 

      Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5:00-7:00pm 

9    Gentle Yoga, TOB, 11:00am-12:00pm 

      BOE, EES, 7:00pm 

10  Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 

11  Chili & Apple Dessert Cookoff, Coriander, 12:00pm 

11&13 - Harvest Festival, Buell’s Orchards 

13  Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm 

14  Planning Commission, TOB, 7:00pm 

      Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7:30pm 

15  Fiddle & Song, EES, 1:00-3:00pm  

      Union Society Exhibit, TOB, 1:30pm 

      Communicator Deadline 
16  Gentle Yoga, TOB, 11:00am-12:00pm 

17  Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 

18  Walk at Still River, behind EES, 9:00am 

      Fiber Arts, Library, 10:00am 

20  Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm 

      Fiddle & Song, EES, 6:00-9:00pm 

21  Republican Town Committee, Library, 7:00pm 

22  Fiddle & Song, EES, 1:00-3:00pm 

      Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5:00-7:00pm 

23  Union Society Building Comm, TOB, 8:00am 

      Gentle Yoga, TOB, 11:00am-12:00pm 

      Adopt-A-Book Kick-Off, Library, 6:00pm 

      Library Board, Library, 7:00pm 

      Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7:00pm 

24  Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 

26  Walk at Old CT Path, Nahaco, 1:00pm 

27  Flu Clinic, TOB (Lower Level), 9:30am-10:30am 

      Yoga, TOB, 5:30pm-6:30pm 

      Fiddle & Song, EES, 6:00-9:00pm 

      American Legion, TOB, 7:30pm 

29  Fiddle & Song, EES, 1:00-3:00pm 

30  Gentle Yoga, TOB, 11:00am-12:00pm 

      Storytelling by Rauf Mama, Library, 7:00pm 

31  Yoga, TOB, 8:15- 9:15am 

      Halloween Party, Rec Comm, TOB, 5:00pm 

Thank you to our advertisers & donors! 

Donors and the local businesses 

 who advertise in The Eastford Communicator 

 make it possible for us to provide 

 local news and information free every month 

 to more than 900 Eastford households. 

Thank you to this month’s donors: 

Karen & Steve Broderick 

Michelle & Bill Bibeault 

Theresa Buell 

Susan & Michael Clements 

Maureen Morley 

Mary & Robert Parker 

Our advertisers offer  

products, gifts & services for your every need. 

Gifts & Gift Certificates - Health Care 

Pet Accommodations - Groceries - Hardware 

PYO Fruit & Pies - Catering - Dining - Books 

Beauty & Spa Care - Tax & Legal Services 

Real Estate & Home Services  

Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more! 

The Eastford Communicator  

urgently needs your donations. 

Please patronize our advertisers &  

Thank donors & advertisers for supporting  

YOUR  Eastford Communicator 

Please send donations to: 

Eastford Communicator 

P.O. Box 27, Eastford, CT 06242 
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 opment is to put forth a vision for a town’s future physical 

growth and management of its resources. 

    The State Department of Transportation [DOT] has 

done catch basin work and milling of Route 244 prefatory 

to repaving that road from Route 198 in Eastford to Route 

97 in Pomfret.  Paving is scheduled to begin during the 

first full week of October.  If you travel that route, be fore-

warned.  On a related matter, the DOT has scheduled the 

repaving of Route 44 from Route 198 toward the Pomfret 

Town Line for the 2015 construction season. This schedul-

ing is dependent upon legislative approval of the Depart-

ment's budget request during the 2015 legislative session. 

    The Board of Selectmen, at its September 8, 2014 meet-

ing, appointed Kim Fair-Hadley as an Eastford Regular 

Member of the Camp Nahaco Park Commission until June 

30, 2015 to fill a vacancy.  The Board also appointed Tom 

French to the Recreation Commission. Tom will be in-

structing a “Fiddling and Singing” program at the Eastford 

Elementary School under the auspices of the Recreation 

Commission. The Board also noted the resignation of Su-

san Welshman as Republican Registrar of Voters; she will 

stay on in her capacity as Recording Secretary to the Plan-

ning and Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commis-

sions. 

    At that same meeting, the Board awarded the contract 

for replacement of the heaters at the Public Works Garage 

to the low bidder, C. W. Knight Oil and Heating, LLC of 

Chaplin.  It also proclaimed October 23 to October 31, 

2014 as “Young Marines Red Ribbon Week” in Eastford 

as part of the Natchaug River Young Marines drug aware-

ness and education efforts for area youth. 

    An Adult Seasonal Flu/Pneumonia Immunization Clinic 

will be conducted by Day Kimball Healthcare on Monday, 

October 27, 2014 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the Town Of-

fice Building.  This is a convenient opportunity for you to 

become immunized against two of the major seasonal 

health threats. Cost is covered under Medicare Part B, Blue 

Cross/Blue Shield and also by Connecticare and Aetna.  If 

you do not have these health coverages the fee is $40 for 

the flu shot, $60 for pneumonia and $70 for both shots.  

You are advised to bring the appropriate insurance cards 

with you.  If your insurance type is not among those listed 

you might seek reimbursement after paying for the immun-

ization out-of-pocket.  Forms will be available,  If you pay 

cash, please have the exact amount available.  If you pay 

by check, please make the check payable to Day Kimball 

Healthcare.  And, a sartorial tip: wear short sleeves. 

    An ongoing reminder: taxes should be paid, dogs should 

be licensed, building permits obtained, and Transfer Sta-

tion stickers purchased. 

    I want to commend the Boyd Family of Westford Road 

for their substantial and innovative donation to the Eastford 

Food Pantry.  The Boyds enhanced the celebration of a 

family birthday by asking for donations to the Pantry in 

place of birthday gifts.  The result was an extensive and 

generous amount of items for the Food Pantry which mani-

fested a concern for those in need and an act of charity on 

the part of the Boyds, their family, and friends.  This fami-

ly act of communal giving manifested a sense of selfless-

ness and a deep interest in the well-being of others. There 

are those in Town more happy today because they have 

food and basic items provided by the Boyds and by all 

those who have made donations to the Food Pantry in the 

past and continue to fill the need, a need which is still 

Continued on next page 
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Merlo’s Home Improvement 
         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 
 

 Lauren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

(860) 974-3331 

860- 

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 

Peter & George Lytras                       429-1932 

The Eastford Communicator 

 further details.  

    We have been notified by the State Office of Policy and 

Management [OPM] that the Town did not receive the 

$290,000 Small Town Assistance Program [STEAP] grant 

for the Union Society Building for which it had applied.  

So, back to the drawing boards on this one with reapplica-

tion being in the forefront of potential options.  Also un-

der consideration are other projects for which Eastford 

might apply in the 2015 round of STEAP grant funding. 

    Connecticut’s Department of Energy and Environmen-

tal Protection [DEEP] has announced the dates for the 

2014-15 migratory bird hunting seasons which include 

seasons for hunting ducks, geese, woodcock, snipe, and 

rails.  Specific details on season dates, bag limits, regula-

tions and other reminders are published in the 2014-2015 

Migratory Bird Guide which is available on the DEEP 

website at www.ct.gov/deep/hunting.  The print version 

will also be available from DEEP or the Town Clerk’s 

Office. 

 

 

great.  Thank you to all. 

    I would draw your attention to the Annual Assessor’s 

Notice to Taxpayers published by Eastford Assessor Carol 

Crawford through the Windham Area Assessor’s Associa-

tion.  There are several components of this notice of which 

you might want to be aware.  Declaring Personal Property:  

All persons liable to pay taxes must declare all tangible 

personal property owned by them on October 1 2014. Non-

residents are required to declare personal property located 

in town for any three months preceding October 1, 2014.  

Failure to declare by November 3, 2014 as required by law 

will result in a 25 percent penalty assessment.   Real prop-

erty or Connecticut registered motor vehicles need not be 

declared.  Assessor Crawford can tell you what items do 

need to be declared.  She is reachable at the Town Office 

Building at 860-974-1291, extension 7.  Veterans Exemp-

tions:  There are a number of Veterans Exemptions availa-

ble. Veterans who have served for more than 90 days dur-

ing a time of war or have been disabled must have recorded 

their honorable discharge with the Town Clerk by October 

1, 2014 in order to receive a minimum of $1,000 assess-

ment exemption.  Disabled Veterans need to file proof of 

their VA rating with the Assessor to receive an increased 

exemption.  An additional veterans exemption is available 

for those who meet necessary income requirements along 

with the Veterans Exemptions requirements.  Filings for 

this year must be made with the Assessor by October 1.  

Totally Disabled:  Any person under the age of 65 that has 

been awarded total disability must apply by January 31, 

2015 in order to receive a $1,000 assessment exemption.  

Other exemptions apply to Farm Machinery and Equip-

ment, Manufacturing Machinery and Equipment, New 

Commercial Trucks, and Land Classified under Farm, For-

est, or Open Space.  Check with Assessor Crawford for 

Save the Dates! 

Oct 11 - Chili/Apple Dessert Cookoff 

Oct 11&13 - Buell’s Heritage Festival 

Oct 18 - Walk at Still River 

Oct 26 - Walk Old CT Path at Nahaco 

Oct 30 - Halloween for Families 

Nov 1 - 5k Memorial Race 

Nov 4 - Election Day 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/hunting
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Breakfast & Lunch Daily 

Dinner Wed-Sat 5-8pm  

(Check Website for Specials) 

Sandwiches, Organic Coffee, Baked Goods - WIFI 

Hamburgers, Build Your Own Subs - BYOB 

Hours: Sun 8am-4pm Mon 7am-4pm Tues 7am-7pm 

Wed thru Sat, 7am-8pm 

Call-in Orders & Catering Available 

www.coriandercafeeastford.com 

(860) 315-7691 

192 Eastford Road  Eastford, CT 06242 

 

Sign up ASAP to enter at Coriander Cafe (where the event 

takes place) as there is only room for 10 contestants in each 

category! If you are not entering, make sure to stop in to 

taste and vote on your favorite! Tally of votes is at 1:45 

pm. 

Halloween - Fri., Oct. 31, 5 pm 

We have big plans for a Friday night Halloween this year, 

and we need all the help we can get! We love to see people 

be able to stay in town for their fun and trick or treating. 

The Town Hall will be a great place to start the fun, with a 

warm drink and lots of treats, games and fun for all. We 

will also be helping make a spooky haunted walk down to 

Coriander Cafe, for more backyard fun. Look for a pump-

kin carving event there as well - date and time to be estab-

lished -  probably on Wednesday or Thursday before Hal-

loween! No need to go to surrounding towns if we have 

enough to do here. That being said, we could use any body, 

skeletons, or even ghosts to help out, even if just for an 

hour! Please call if you can help out with our Halloween 

activities (860-933-8102). 

5K Road Race - Sat., Nov. 1 

"We Never Stop Fighting in Loving Memory of Marilyn 

T. Krom" 

You  can sign up at active.com. This year’s race will bene-

fit a long-time friend of Sean Krom’s, Michelle Lagasse, 

who recently lost her battle with cancer. This is a great way 

to make a difference and to run off all the candy from the 

night before! Full details are available at  helpsean-

fightcancer.com. 

 

Have a beautiful Autumn! 

Get outside and enjoy! 

Eastford School Non-Discrimination 

From the Board of Education 

 

The Board of Education complies with all applicable fed-

eral, state and local laws prohibiting the exclusion of any 

person from any of its educational programs or activities, 

or the denial to any person of the benefits of any of its 

educational programs or activities because of race, reli-

gion, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, mari-

tal status, age, disability (including pregnancy), or gender 

identity or expression, subject to the conditions and limi-

tations established by law.  

 

The District has a policy of Non-Discrimination under 

Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, Age Discrimination Act, 

Title II of the ADA and the Boy Scouts of America Equal 

Access Act. 

 

It is the express policy of the Eastford Board of Education 

to provide for the prompt and equitable resolution of com-

plaints alleging any discrimination on the basis of protect-

ed characteristics such as race, color, religion, age, sex, 

sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, disabil-

ity (including pregnancy), or gender identity or expres-

sion.  In order to facilitate the timely resolution of such 

complaints any student who feels that he/she has been 

discriminated against on the basis of these protected char-

acteristics should file a written complaint with  

Heather Tamsin, Principal. 

Recreation Commission News 

by Valerie Katkaveck 

 

Fall is a beautiful but busy time for all, and we offer lots 

of upcoming activities for folks! 

Fiddle & Song 
We are happy that Tom French has joined the Rec Com-

mission. Along with presenting his Fiddle and Song Pro-

gram, his love of music and willingness to go out and get 

people interested, he is a great asset to our group and the 

Town. Many thanks to you, Tom, for all you are doing. 

Chili and Apple Dessert Cook-Off - Sat., Oct 11, 12 - 

1:45 pm   
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AVAILABLE 

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE 

211 Nott Hwy, Ashford 

From 250-3,000 square feet available 

ATTRACTIVE SHOPPING PLAZA 

PROFESSIONAL TENANT MIX 

Reasonable Rates starting as low as $400 per month 

Landlords will work with you to make your business 

successful 

Please call: (860) 729-6036 or (860) 559-7432 

Eastford Elementary News 

Submitted by Michelle Bibeault, Kindergarten teacher 

 

Our four and five year-olds are off to a great start this 

school year! Since almost all of the kindergartners at-

tended our grant funded readiness preschool program 

last year, the transition to kindergarten on the first day of 

school was seamless.     

 

The beginning of the year focus is on each child as an 

individual. The children listen to stories and participate 

in activities that allow them to distinguish the similari-

ties and differences between themselves. One such activ-

ity was mixing different colored paints to find that “just 

right” skin color to use for one of our class books. This 

is now a favorite book to sit with friends and read!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In today’s technological environment, laptops, iPads, 

smartphones and other mobile devices are not just the 

ways in which we communicate, but also the tools in 

which our children will utilize to create a better future 

for us all. We are extremely fortunate to have 11 iPads in 

kindergarten! This will allow each kindergartner 1-to-1 

use of an iPad which will provide for more individual-

ized learning. The children will use the iPads to create 

stories that can be emailed directly to parents, to practice 

math skills, for personalized learning on a foundational 

reading skills program, to take district assessments, and 

so much more.   

 

Library News  

By:  Susan Shead 

 

      Join us on Thursday Oct. 23rd fat 6 pm for Adopt-a-

Book at the Eastford Public Library.  The evening will be a 

kick-off of a weeklong Adopt-a-Book fundraiser.  This 

event offers an opportunity for you to donate a book for 

the library and dedicate it to the person of your choice.  A 

custom bookplate will be affixed inside the book of your 

choice.  This is a chance for you to make a gift to the li-

brary and to recognize someone at the same time.  

      John Ryan an Eastford resident and author of the book 

Therapy will be at the library on Sat. Oct 4th from 10:00am 

to 12 noon.  John will be discussing his book and the pro-

cess he went through in writing and getting his book pub-

lished.  Anyone interested in the process of writing a book 

should come down to the library and visit with John.  

Signed copies of Therapy will be available for purchase. 

   The library will host an evening with Professor Raof Ma-

ma of Eastern Ct. State University on Thursday Oct.30th at 

7:00PM.  Professor Mama will give a reading of his mem-

oir Fortune’s Favored Child and talk about it as a testa-

ment to the power of love and the redemptive virtue of the 

kindness of strangers.  Please come down to the library 

and listen to the Professor on this date. 

     The Fiber Arts group meets on the 3rd Saturday 

(October 18th) of the month at 10:00AM.    If you want to 

knit, crochet or do rug hooking or spinning or any other 

fiber arts craft please join us! 

         There are discount passes available for Mystic 

Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo and free admission 

passes to The Wadsworth Atheneum, and Connecticut’s 

Old State House.  We also have State Parks and Forests 

Day Pass.  This pass can be used to cover the cost of park-

ing at state parks and forests where there is an established 

parking charge.  We also have coupons for 20% off admis-

sion to the Connecticut Science Center. 

Note:  The library will be closed on Monday October 

13 2014 Columbus Day. 

         The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 

10am to 8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 

 9am to 1pm. 
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NAHACO NEWS 

by Mary Ellen Ellsworth 

 

The Nahaco Park Commission seeks your input as it con-

siders future directions for the Park. Please let your Com-

mission members, and your Select Board, know about your 

use of the Park. What do you particularly enjoy? What can 

be improved? 

    The Park Commission welcomes Kim Fair-Hadley as a 

new member from Eastford, and Jennifer Owen as an alter-

nate member from Woodstock. 

    Our treasurer’s report indicates that the Park Commis-

sion has continued to cover the maintenance expenses of 

the Park. One recent money-saving choice has been to re-

move the pay telephone outside the Dining Hall, which the 

Commission had maintained in case of emergencies. Now 

that almost everyone has a cell phone, a public phone for 

911 access no longer seems necessary. Since we are a 

“Carry In—Carry Out” facility, we are also considering 

removing the dumpsters at the Park, at least for the parts of 

the year when Nahaco is less utilized. 

    The Commission discussed its caretaker’s position, in-

cluding the duties involved, and the living quarters. A sub-

committee is working on these items, and should have rec-

ommendations for the full Commission this month. 

    The Day Camp at Crystal Pond, 2014, was very success-

ful. Children, and parents, very much liked the hot meal 

option, available to campers on a weekly basis, for an extra 

fee.  Day Camp 2015 will again run for 5 weeks, from July 

6, 2015 through August 7, 2015. Each Camp week will 

offer a general camping program, including swimming les-

sons, arts and crafts, and team sports, as well as many spe-

cial programs and projects. 

    Mark your calendar for Sunday October 26, 2014, at 

1:00 p.m., for the Walktober event at the Park, led by Jason 

Newton of the Old Connecticut Path, and Steve Broderick, 

of Town Line Tree Farm. The rain date is October 26th. 

This event is also sponsored by the Nahaco Commission 

and the Eastford Conservation Commission, and will fea-

ture both the Native American and colonial history of the 

Old Connecticut Path, and the natural environment. The 

walk will cover about 2 miles, and is scheduled for 2 hours. 

    No season is more beautiful at Nahaco than early fall:  

come walk our trails, and enjoy the colors of fall as they 

are reflected in the waters of Crystal Pond!  

New You Can Use 

Deb Richards/EMD              

  

     September's 

headlining 

phrase for creat-

ing a strong, 

equipped coun-

try was "Be Dis-

aster  Aware, 

Take Action to 

Prepare." The 

simple message 

can be taken in 

great stride to 

protect  your-

self, your family 

and your entire 

community.  

The entire effort 

is based upon 

four pillars: be 

informed, make 

a plan, build a 

kit and get in-

volved. 

     Thank you 

Eastford Sen-

ior’s for asking 

me to be your 

speaker at your 

meeting on Sep-

tember 11, 2014 

as we remem-

bered all those 

affected by the 

events of Sep-

tember 11 and 

the bravery of the first responders.  

We spoke of ways to be prepared ….Yes, it IS HURRI-

CANE season and we must be prepared in case of a disas-

ter to take care of ourselves and our neighbors. A good 

reminder from the Seniors– if you have only cordless 

phones, think about purchasing an inexpensive phone that 

plugs into your phone jack. This will give you back up in 

case of power or Internet outages. 

     The seniors also got to meet one on my (senior) therapy 

dogs that has responded as a crisis response dog, and we 

discussed ways an animal can offer comfort after a disas-

ter. 
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Your town website:  www.eastfordct.org/townofeastford 
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Walktober Walks in Eastford 

 

Saturday, October 18,  9 am, 1 mile, 1 hour 

“The Stillness of the Still River” 

Description: 

Walk along the Still River and note location of a mill. En-

joy benches built by members of the Eastford Conserva-

tion & Historic Preservation Commission & funded by a 

TLGV grant. Observe a wolf tree, sluiceway, dam and two 

wooden bridges. Led by Tom DeJohn and Ralph Yulo.  

Sponsor: Eastford Conservation & Historic Preservation 

Commission. 

Directions: Trail starts/ends behind Eastford Elementary 

School located at 12 Westford Rd. beyond the firehouse 

and 1000 ft. west of jct. with Rt. 198 (Bowen’s Ford). 

Parking on school grounds. Contact: 860-974-0407 

 

Sunday, Oct. 26, 1 pm, 2 miles, 2 hours 

"Old Connecticut Path at Crystal Pond & Town Line 

Tree Farm" 

Reservations suggested: E-mail  

oldconnecticutpath@gmail.com  

Description: 

The Old Connecticut Path, a trail forged by Native People 

and followed by Connecticut's founders, crosses the con-

servation land on the shore of Crystal Pond. Hear about 

the history of the land and the people while exploring the 

trail system at Camp Nahaco. Learn about forest manage-

ment and conservation at Town Line Tree Farm. Led by 

Steve Broderick, forester, & Jason Newton of Old CT 

Path Project. 

Sponsors: Eastford Conservation & Historic Preservation 

Commission, Eastford Historical Society, Old Connecticut 

Path Project, Town Line Tree Farm, Nahaco Park Com-

mission. 

Directions: Camp Nahaco, Weeks Road, at the Wood-

stock/Eastford, CT border. Follow Rt. 198 to center of 

Eastford, turn west onto Westford Rd. Pass town hall and 

cemetery. Turn right on Weeks Rd., then to Camp Nahaco 

gate on your left. Contacts: 508-269-9391, 860-974-1618. 

 

 

  

Great News! 

 

Ed Parry of the Eastford Conservation and Historic Preser-

vation Commission was filmed in a segment for a History 

Channel H2 Series called”10 Things You Don’t Know.” 

The segment, “10 Things that You Don’t Know About the 

Revolutionary War,” aired on September 13 at 10 pm. The 

host, Henry Rollins and crew, came to Ed’s home in July 

and filmed a piece about the Fergusson Rifle and its con-

nection to George Washington. He built and owns  a Fer-

gusson, which he demonstrated during the program. Ed is 

a historic reenactor and renowned expert on Colonial fire-

arms. He and his work have been featured frequently in the 

national media.  Congratulations, Ed.  

Buell’s Orchard Harvest Festival 
 

Columbus Day Weekend 

Free Admission - Parking -  Live Music 

 

Sat., Oct. 11 - 10 am to 4 pm 

Mon., Oct 13 - 10 am to 4 pm 

 

Family Fun - Live Music - Hayrides 

Apple Picking - Chicken Barbeque  

Apple Cider & Donuts 

...and More! 

 

mailto:oldconnecticutpath@gmail.com
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cry against church control of government.  

“Disestablishment” was passed in 1818, guaranteeing  that 

Connecticut men of other faiths could vote; it separated 

church from government. (Note: at that time only men 

could vote).  

    In the mid-1800s, Methodists and others became 

alarmed because children were not being taught to read. 

Many children worked long days and long weeks, some-

times 6 and 7 days a week, for more than 12 hours a day, in 

factories or on farms. While some education of children 

was supposed to be taking place, child labor was common 

into the 20th century. For example, in Massachusetts, chil-

dren were not even asked to go to school during most of 

the year so that they could work on farms, and the rule that 

they should attend school during three winter months was 

almost never enforced. Knowing that most families in that 

era tried to attend church on Sundays, in the 1850s, Union 

Societies organized as groups to teach children to read dur-

ing Sunday School. Attending church was both a social and 

spiritual activity of great importance, especially in rural 

areas.  

    The Union Society of Phoenixville met on Sundays in 

various homes in Phoenixville. Around 1900, the local 

group settled into the building now known as the Union 

Society of Phoenixville House. Its mission expanded from 

a Sunday School into a community gathering place where 

families could share holiday parties, pot luck suppers, oys-

ter supper fundraisers for the fire company, croquette and 

other games. Most of the residents of Phoenixville at that 

time were poor immigrants. In 1918, 87 children received 

gifts for Christmas from the Union Society. All were wel-

come, regardless of race, gender, age or spiritual belief.  

Activities continue there until around 2000 when member-

ship fell to a handful of dedicated individuals. The building 

was sold to the Town of Eastford in 2002, and included the 

group’s funds for the purpose of maintaining the building. 

The foundation and roof have been restored, the building 

painted, windows replaced.  Fundraising efforts are ongo-

ing. A grant application through the Small Town Economic 

Assistance Project (STEAP) was not selected during the 

most recent round of awards, and the USBC will continue 

to search for funding sources in the future. The USB Lega-

cy Project is such a fundraiser. For donations of $100 or 

more, a memorial plaque will acknowledge the donor and 

list the names of individuals being honored. When building 

improvements are complete, the plaque will be inside the 

entry. The plaque is displayed at major events. This plaque 

currently displays the names of  more than 40 corporate, 

foundation and private supporters. If you would like to 

make a financial donation, in any amount, please make 

your checks payable to: Town of Eastford (write Union 

Society in the memo line), and mail to Union Society Fund, 

Town of Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. For 

information, call Carol Davidge (860) 974-0756 or E-mail: 

carol.davidge@snet.net with “Union Society” in subject 

line. 

 
EASTFORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 
ANNUAL GOODS & SERVICES AUCTION 

BENEFITS THE 8TH GRADE  
WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP 

SAVE THE DATE!  
NOV. 22, 2014 

A FUN FILLED EVENING OF FUND RAISING 
START YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING EARLY! 

 
 

    Dinner Begins at 5 pm 
Pasta Dinner & Live Music-$5 

Bake Sale & Basket Raffle 
Live Auction Begins at 6:15 pm 

Silent Auction 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsor: EES Middle School Fund-Raising 
Committee 

For information or to donate: 
Contact: Holly Grube 

hollygrube@gmail.com 
auction@eastfordct.org 

EES (860) 974-1130 

 

Report of the Union Society Building Committee 

By Carol Davidge 

 

The Union Society Building Committee is planning fund-

raising projects to improve the 1806 Union Society of 

Phoenixville House, located at Routes 198 and 44. In the 

early 1800s in Connecticut, Union Societies formed as 

groups of tax protestors by Baptists, Methodists, Catho-

lics, Quakers and others because at that time, the only 

people who could vote were men who were members of 

the Congregational Church and who paid taxes to the 

church. Congregational Churches were the government in 

towns at that time. Because Eastford (at that time part of 

Ashford) had a significant population of Baptists, it is 

likely that the Union Society of Phoenixville initially was 

such a protest group. The U.S. Constitution does not in-

clude the phrase “separation of church and state,” but in a 

speech to Danbury, CT Baptists in 1790, Thomas Jeffer-

son used the phrase and it became a widespread rallying 
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     The FREE Charter Oak Pass provides access to State 

Parks & Forests, Quinebaug Valley Hatchery, and to Dino-

saur Park. It is available FREE to CT residents, 65 years of 

age or older. To obtain a FREE Charter Oak Pass, mail a 

legible photocopy of your current CT driver’s license or 

other legal proof of age & residency: DEEP Charter Oak 

Pass, State Parks Div., 79 Elm St., Hartford, CT 06106, 

860-424-3200. 

There is a Smart Driver classs on Friday, October 17 from 

10 AM to 2 PM at Pomfret Senior Center on Rte 44. 

$15.00 AARP Members, $20.00 Non-Members. Call 860-

974-0494 for details and to RSVP. Seating is limited.  

 

SENIOR BUS TRIPS - (3 local bus pick-ups) 

 

Tues. Oct. 28 Halloween Party Wear a costume, prizes 

awarded. Spooky Baked Scrod or All Hallows Eve Chick-

en, Hawthorne Hotel, music & dancing, Salem, $95 

Tues., Nov. 11 Salute to the Armed Forces Enjoy snack of 

donuts & coffee at the Aqua Turf Club, listen to the Times 

Square Band & Moxie Vocal Group with Chicken Marsala 

or Maple Glazed Pork Loin dinner, $77 

**Some buses have only 22 seats, sign up early.** 

Mansfield Senior Center Association, 303 Maple Rd, 

Storrs/Mansfield, CT Travel Desk, 860-429- 0262 ext. 6 

M, W & Friday 8:30-2, or Kay Warren 860-487-3744. 

inda 

 

 Eastford Seniors 

By Linda SM dos Santos and Audrey Plantier 

     Save the Date:  Tuesday, October 7 Eastford Seniors are 

invited to join a Senior Car Caravan to Thompson’s Herit-

age Way Park, which will leave from the parking lot at the 

Lower Level of the Eastford Town Office Building prompt-

ly at 11:30 AM. Seniors will enjoy the foliage there, and 

then, travel on to the Eastford Senior Citizen’s All the 

Cheese Pizza You-Can-Eat Meeting, at the Thompson 

House of Pizza in North Grosvenordale, Members $4, non-

members $7 (Beverage not included.) All MUST RSVP by 

Oct. 5, 2014, call 860-928-9177 or 860-538-8868 

voicemail. 

    On Thursday, September 11, Seniors enjoyed Speaker 

Deb Richards, Eastford Emergency Management Director, 

who lead a lively discussion hitting on what to do specific 

to emergency family planning during emergencies such as 

Natural disasters, terrorism, industrial accidents, public 

health risks and fire escape planning.  She gave guidance 

and lists of items to put together in an emergency prepared-

ness kit, for home, car, or pantry, and for your pets.Have an 

emergency supply kit that includes at least a three-day sup-

ply of water and food per person per day.  The Coriander 

Country Store & Café and Eastford Senior Citizens volun-

teers catered the event. 

    Most importantly, that during a disaster Eastford does 

not have in town a shelter with a kitchen, cots, or showers 

available. There is water available in times of disaster at the 

firehouse on Westford Road. If the Eastford Town Office 

building is open, there is a quantity of MRE’s and water 

bottles available, as well as a generator to provided electric-

ity for powering cell phones. It is important for all to send 

in your Emergency Registry information. 

It is especially important to note there, if you have only 

electric powered landlines, so that the town emergency ser-

vices can find an alternate way to get you help. Start a per-

sonal link with friends or family, to call or visit you, to as-

sess your need for help when time is of the essences. 

Eastford town wide blackouts will be longer due to CL&P 

new policy changes. 

    Senior volunteers staffed the senior table at the Fifth An-

nual Eastford Ag-Faire on September 13, 2014. Eastford 

Senior Citizens, Judy Montigny, President, Lucien (Lou) K. 

Guilbault, Member, Mary Ann Lally, former Secretary, and 

Linda dos Santos, Program Director, enjoyed the relaxing 

warm summer weather to chat with seniors. Two tables of 

free brochures dealt with nutrition, allergy prevention, and 

emergency preparedness information, bus tour schedules 

for senior trips to Atlantic City, Toronto, Southington, Italy 

and more. It is Fun for All! 

   CT residents 65+ must apply each year FREE inland ma-

rine waters fishing licenses at Pomfret, Ashford, Wood-

stock Town Halls, and other locations are located on the 

state web site: 

 www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/fishing/general_information/

Calendar Sale & Fundraiser 

 
“2015 Colors of the Quiet Corner” 

 

Beautiful photographs of our area 

Great Holiday Gifts! 

Cost: $15 

Contact: Betsy DiQuattro  

(860) 974-2004 

Sponsor: Eastford Democratic 

Town Committee 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/fishing/general_information/townclerkretailagents.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/fishing/general_information/townclerkretailagents.pdf
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available 

The Eastford Communicator 

 INSIDE PROFILE: Priscilla Hicks                                                                                                                                          

by Sue Orcutt 

 

A teddy bear museum?  In Eastford?  Well, sure enough, 

there is.  I didn’t know what to expect as I entered the 

Teddy Bear Museum in Priscilla Hick’s home.  I was 

amazed by what I saw—bears in rows and rows, bears on 

shelf upon shelf, bears in cabinet after cabinet, bears 

along the walls, bears along the ceiling, bears forming a 

maze throughout the middle of the room.  Two rooms 

filled with teddy bears—red bears, blue bears, multicol-

ored bears, curly haired bears, furry bears, smooth-

skinned bears, hippie bears, and sophisticated bears.   

There’s a doll house with miniature bears sitting on furni-

ture.  No one person could have done all this by herself, 

and yet, Priscilla did just that.   Her love affair with bears 

started about 40 years ago.  It all began at work when 

another employee brought in a bear that she had made.  

Priscilla thought that she could also make a bear, and pro-

ceeded to do so.  Bear after bear followed.  Priscilla 

thinks she has about 200 bears that she made herself.  But 

her collection doesn’t stop there.  Included are hundreds 

of bears that she has bought along the way.  Wherever 

she went, she would bring a teddy bear home with her.  If 

she got tired of making teddy bears, Priscilla would 

change her patterns, and make mice.  Her fascination with 

mice also began at work where a fellow employee used to 

bring in mice that had been given to her as gifts.  Priscilla 

decided to have a try at creating her own mice.  Her col-

lection of mice is impressive.  I was especially awed with 

the miniature UCONN science lab with each mouse rep-

resenting someone whom Priscilla used to work with.  

Priscilla needed space for all these stuffed animals, and 

her husband, Ray, was very accommodating.  He changed 

their two-car garage into the Bear Museum.   Then while 

Ray watched TV, Priscilla would go into her museum and 

make another bear or mouse.   

    Priscilla Bosworth met Ray Hicks at Woodstock Acade-

my.   They married at the age of 19 and lived on the Bos-

worth farm where Priscilla had grown up.  Priscilla is the 

youngest of seven daughters, and was the first daughter to 

be born in a hospital.   Their dad died when Priscilla was 

only four, leaving her mom and the seven daughters to run 

the farm.  Priscilla remembers that it took “some good hard 

work” to make the farm work.  She and her mom would 

scrape manure from the scuttles, while Doris, June and Vir-

ginia milked the cows, and Mildred was in charge of the 

housework.  They all pitched in to pick up hay from the 

fields.  After Priscilla and Ray moved into their new home 

which they helped build, Priscilla worked for Sumner War-

ren in the grain store as a book keeper.  She stopped work-

ing when she had her daughter and son.  When her children 

were older, she went to work at UCONN in the cancer re-

search lab, sterilizing glassware and the lab.   She stayed 

there for 17 years, and has been retired since 1988.   

    Priscilla lives in her own quiet little world, enjoying her 

collection of bears and mice.  Although she hasn’t been 

making teddy bears for the last couple years, it is apparent 

that her passion still resides with these little creatures as she 

straightens up this one, adjusts that one, and lets me know 

which ones are her favorites.   She doesn’t mind sharing her 

collection with the public via an appointment. 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

The Eastford Communicator 

TIP OF THE MONTH:    

Prevent and Control High Blood Pressure. 

 

     High blood pressure – also called hypertension, increas-

es your chances of having a heart attack, heart failure, 

stroke, kidney disease and other life-threatening illnesses.  

Anyone can get it, especially as you get older.  If you are 

overweight or have diabetes, the odds are even higher.  

KNOW your numbers.  High blood pressure is called “the 

silent killer” because there often are no symptoms.  Your 

numbers are your only warning. 

     Things you can do to prevent and control high blood 

pressure:   

 1.  Talk to your healthcare professional.    

 2.  Take medication as prescribed.   

 3.  Lose weight if you are overweight and maintain 

       a healthy weight.   

 4.  Eat heart healthfully.   

 5.  Reduce salt and sodium intake.   

 6.  If you drink alcoholic beverages, do so in mod                   

       eration. 

 7.  Become more physically active.   

 8.  Quit smoking.   Your guide to lowering high         

       blood pressure is: 

        http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/hbp/index.html 

     The EIFC will sponsor CPR classes, under the instruc-

torship of EMS Captain and American Heart Association 

Instructor Jeannine Spink in October and November.  If 

you would like to learn these life-saving skills / recertify, 

and learn more about stroke and diabetes, please call Jean-

nine Spink at 860-974-1678 or jspink@charter.net for more 

information.    Seating will be limited at sessions.   

 

 
 

Nahaco is  

YOUR park! 

Free: Picnic  

Area - Pond - 

Trails 

Event Rentals - 

Come Explore! 

Eastford Independent Fire Co. 
From:  Jeannine Spink, President 

 

     The EIFC is pleased to announce that we have been 

awarded a Volunteer Fire Assistance grant to assist us in 

protecting our community.  We have secured  $2,491.00 

after making application to the Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection Division of Forestry.  Funds to a 

maximum of $5,000 are a 50% reimbursement project 

with a maximum grant award of $2,500.00.  Funds can be 

used for training, water handling equipment, communica-

tions, prevention projects, safety supplies, and suppression 

gear.  We will be purchasing hose, hand lights, gloves, 

boots, and small tools. 

     The number of monthly emergency calls we respond to 

is increasing.  During the month of August, we responded 

14 times.  As of September 1st, we are 8 calls ahead of 

where we were at this time last year.  

     Weekly drills and mandatory testing for August includ-

ed truck checks on all trucks, hose lines, immobilization, 

mandatory hose testing, new member/junior drill, business 

meeting, and line officers meeting in addition to the annu-

al Chicken BBQ fundraiser.  

     Before we know it, snowflakes will begin to fly.  

Please check to see if your green house number signs are 

secured to your mailbox or post near the road.  Lack of 

visibility inhibited by bushes and small tress make it diffi-

cult for us to find your house quickly.   If you do not have 

a green sign with numbers, or your numbers are no longer 

intact, please stop by the firehouse any Wednesday even-

ing for your free replacements.   

     Now is the time to schedule getting your chimney 

cleaned and your furnace checked.  These heat sources are 

a major factor in residential fires.  Be pro-active and don’t 

wait until you need to call “911”.   

mailto:jspink@charter.net
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Woodland Trails Native Plant Nursery 

Native perennials, shrubs, trees and more 

Hours:  Fri – Sun 10 am – 5 pm 

Call 860-974-2300 or visit our web site 

www.woodlandtrailsnativeplants.com  

for schedule, plant list, & directions  

32 Ashford Rd 

Fiddle & Song 

Tom French 

 

  F&S has begun with evening 

sessions on Mondays from 6:00 to 9:00 

at the Elementary School.   Visitors are always welcome.   

A 1:00 PM Wednesday session has also started for per-

sons who are not otherwise busy during the day.  Contact 

me for location details: tomfrench@ charter.net  or 974-

0197.  An after-school session is still under consideration.   

F&S is free.  Enrollment is continuously open and you 

may attend as your schedule permits and learn at a pace 

most suitable to you.  It is never too late join F&S. 

 A person asked the fiddler, “How do you know 

where to put your fingers when you play?”  The fiddler 

replied, “How do you know where to put your voice when 

you sing?” 

 That little story illustrates what F&S is doing.   

You can’t easily explain why you are able to sing or play, 

but you can do it.  The old time fiddlers had a saying, “If 

you can sing a tune, you can play it.”  Knowing a tune 

very well is 99% of what you need.  And, if you can sing 

a tune from start to finish easily, you can play it just as 

easily.  Throughout our lives we are constantly learning 

tunes.  All of our music, classical to popular, follow the 

same basic rules, even though musical variety is limit-

less.  Subconsciously we are musical experts.  With just 

a bit of help, that musical knowledge and ability can 

flow from us. 

  At F&S this happens.  We sing a song to know it 

and then we play it.  Only a few hours ago, one of our 

players blurted out, “I played it!”  We had just sung 

Shortnin’ Bread and put it in our memories in less than 

five minutes.  Yes, you can musically amaze yourself.   

Our musical mind told us how sing the song.  And our 

musical mind told us how to play it. 

 

 

 

 

The Bluegrass Gospel Project Concert  

Sunday, October 19, 2:30 pm 

Hampton Community Center 

178 Main Street - Route 97  

 Hampton, CT  06247 

Admission $15 at door. No reservations 

Doors open at 2:00 p.m. 

Concert style seating;  

sorry, no café tables this time. 

Info: 860-455-9400 

This highly acclaimed group has been  

impressing audiences with  their expertly 

 rendered performances since 2001. They  

continue to thrill audiences with their skillful 

musicianship and  impeccably delivered  

vocal harmonies. 

Sponsor: Natchaug Music Publ., Chaplin, CT 

For additional bluegrass events information: 

http://www.natchaugmusic.com/index.html 

From Board of Education 

 

At its regularly scheduled September meeting, the Eastford 

Board of Education nominated Board member, Amy 

Whitehouse, to represent them on the Woodstock Academy 

Board of Trustees. The also appointed Matthew Cook, 

Board of Education member, to the Eastford Scholarship 

Steering Committee. 

 

The Board approved revisions to policies pertaining to At-

tendance, Minority Recruitment and Special Education. 

 

Additionally, the Board of Education approved the submis-

sion of the Safety/Security Grant and also gave permission 

for Union School students to participate on Eastford sports 

teams. 

 

All minutes of Board of Education meetings and also poli-

cies of the Board can be found on the Eastford Elementary 

School website (http://www.eastfordct.org/). 

http://www.woodlandtrailsnativeplants.com
http://www.eastfordct.org/
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Attention Eastford Residents: 

 

A part-time assistant position in the Tax Collector's of-

fice is available.  Applicant must be available January 

and February, and mid-June through mid-August; and 

as needed to cover for illness and vacation.  This posi-

tion is approximately 100 hours per year.  Applications 

are available in the Selectmen's office at the Town Of-

fice Building and will be accepted until October 15, 

2014.  Please contact Chris at (860) 974-1885 Ext. 6 if 

you have questions. 
 Respectfully, 

 Christine Hustus 

Tax Collector 

Town of Eastford 

(860) 974-1885 Ext. 6 

(860) 974-0624 fax 

 Eastford Elementary School 

By: Heather Tamsin, Principal 

 

     Fall is my favorite time of the year. Students are enjoy-

ing the time outside and settling back into school routines 

and challenges. Many students have shared their excite-

ment over attending local fairs and activities and the mem-

ories these experiences have created. Our preschool stu-

dents will be visiting Buell’s Orchard to learn about ap-

ples, pumpkins and all of the amazing harvest that fall has 

to offer! 

     Our soccer teams, including both Eastford and Union 

students, have been working together on teamwork and 

skill development since the beginning of September. If you 

are interested in watching any games to cheer the students 

on, the game schedule is posted and updated on our school 

website for the month of October. 

     The Annual Auction will be held on November 22. We 

appreciate the community’s continued support of the suc-

cess of this event through both attendance and donations. 

The proceeds from the auction provide funding that en-

sures that all 8th grade students are able to attend their class 

trip to Washington, D.C trip free of charge!  

     We are so pleased that we have had some new families 

join us in Eastford. Our current enrollment is 142 students. 

It is nice to see the new students welcomed into classrooms 

by both teachers and classmates eager to receive them into 

the Eastford community. 

 

 

Eastford Elementary School is hiring a Readiness Coun-

cil Liaison for our preschool program.  

 

The Role of the Eastford Readiness Council Liaison  
 

The Liaison is responsible for the coordination, program 

evaluation and administration of the School Readiness 

Grant and serves as liaison between the local or regional 

School Readiness Council and the Connecticut Office of 

Early Childhood. For more information on the position 

please visit our school website: www.eastfordct.org . 

 

http://www.eastfordct.org
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ATTENTION 
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to 
Deb Yazo: 
E-mail: eastford.communicator@aol.com 
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month 
 
Eastford Communicator Volunteers 
Executive Editor  Carol Davidge 
Composition/Layout Deb Yazo 
News Collection  Deb Yazo 
Volunteers  Ruth Yulo 
   Tom French 
 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include sub-
mitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items 
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves 
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are 
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Com-
municator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as 
offensive or slanderous. 

Dear Readers: 

We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator. 
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs. 
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local 
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need 
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can, 
please send a donation. Thank you! 

 

Your Name:___________________________________________ 

 

Mailing address_______________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________   

 

Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator  
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242 
 

THANK YOU! 

The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 

Tips for Today 

by Liz Ellsworth  

 

Walk to School! 

 

Wednesday, October 8, 2014 is International Walk-to-

School Day.  Get walking and get involved!  It’s a great 

way to encourage a healthy lifestyle, to promote environ-

mental stewardship, and to build strong school communi-

ty relationships.  For more information:  

www.walkbiketoschool.org 

JOSHUA'S TRUST WALKS 

Joshua's Trust, which conserves land in 14 towns in 

northeastern Connecticut (including Eastford), offers 

weekend and weekday walks at its preserves. All are 

invited. You need not attend all walks in order to be 

part of the weekday group. See website: 

www.joshuaslandtrust.org. Schedule changes due to 

weather will be carried on the Joshua’s Trust 

voicemail system (860) 429-9023.  

 

http://www.walkbiketoschool.org
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Tom French, Accountant 
Full Accounting & Tax Services 

For Businesses and Individuals 

 

12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford 
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond) 
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net 
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