
NAHACO NEWS FOR JUNE 2013 

by Mary Ellen Ellsworth 

NAHACO SPRING VOLUNTEER DAY 
Spring Volunteer Day at Nahaco Park was held on Saturday May 4th, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. We had 41 volunteers. Somehow we got a group of incredible workers--including the 

youngsters--and I think we accomplished more in less time than in any other of our volunteer 

days. I know it was an incredibly busy weekend--as all spring weekends are--but I hope the folks 

who took a part of their Saturday to be at Nahaco, and pitch in, feel really good about what they 

contributed to our special Towns'-owned Park. It was a gorgeous day--and I don't know of any 

more beautiful spot to be!  

So--who put out the effort?! 

Eastford Girl Scout Troop 63315 sent 8 people, leaders, parents, and Girl Scouts. They worked 

hard and steadily, and are even hoping to come back to do something special with natural 

plantings at the Nahaco Park entrance. Thanks to: Nancy Marmat, Nicole Marmat, Mary Horton, 

Cindy Labbe, Mandy Hair, Carley Beshaw, Violet Wink, and Emily Hull. 

Meribeth Tedisky of Eastford Elementary School had 6 students completing their 8th grade 

community service requirement at Nahaco.These students worked non-stop all morning in the 

Dining Hall area. Members of the group include Carley Beshaw, Violet Wink, Jake Owens, Liam 

Dyer, and Bryce Lewis. 

Phenomenal workers came down from Woodstock Academy's English Department. They worked 

on the beach area, and removed items that might have been tripping hazards for Park visitors. It 

was great to have: Gaye Smith, Katie Burns, and Laura Kennedy.  

From the Day Camp at Crystal Pond we had Dining Hall cleaner par excellence Kaeleigh Gould. 

Cooks of fame, long-dedicated to Nahaco Park, were Dean and Silas Bunnell. 

Nahaco Commission members were extraordinary in their organization and effort. Tom Hawkins 

and Gary Kendrick headed up the task-assignment, and, by the way, they are excellent dining 

hall floor moppers. Beach Baywood got hold of supplies for us, baked terrific coffee cakes and 

cupcakes for snacks for the work crews, and also organized the dining hall cleaning crew. 

Suzanne Woodward for the 2nd year in a row was on dish detail in the kitchen. Rob Davis, 

Nahaco's care taker, was everywhere with his dump truck, and his saw, working on removing 

refuse, and cutting down potentially dangerous tree limbs. Other Commission members' family 

members, including Donna Hawkins, and Ashlyn, Caileigh, Robert, and Will Ellsworth, were 

also busy helping out in the beach area.  

We had two Eastford folks, Carrie Tarca and Frank Castagna, who raked non-stop--the area to 

the right of the Dining Hall, and the pathway all the way to the amphitheater. 

At the amphitheater we had the guys who were doing the hardest manual labor, using post hole 

diggers to put in the posts to hold the seats in place there. The crew included Tom DeJohn, Mike 

Ellsworth, Rob Ellsworth from Eastford, and Igor Rosanov, from Moscow, Russia. 

We had other "good neighbors" working on the beach front, around the dining hall, and inside 

the kitchen. These folks included Patty Devin and Dana Dostal of Kenyonville Road; Gail 

McCarthy of Pomfret, Nancy Wickness of Woodstock, and Natasha Rosanova of Moscow, 

Russia, 

Caveat--I did the best I could, but I may have folks in the wrong grouping, or I may have mis-

spelled a name.or missed someone. If I have made a mistake, I am sorry--but it does not diminish 

the thanks those of us who work on Nahaco, and love the place, feel for your efforts. 

Thanks--to the hilt!   


