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Shaping Futures Together             October 2025  
                                             

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Families, 

 

Welcome to October!  The first month of school has flown by so quickly!  Thanks in 

part to our fabulous staff and dedicated families, it seems as if our students and 

staff never left.  We are happy to welcome new students and families, and at this 

point, everyone has settled back into the school routine.  It was nice to see those of 

you who were able to join us for our Open House in September.  If you were unable 

to attend and have any questions about routines, grading, or curriculum, please 

reach out to your child’s teacher/s.   

 

We have hit the ground running and we will soon be sending home our first 

progress reports. On October 8, students in kindergarten through grade 8 will 

bring home their mid-term progress report.  This progress report will give 

parents/guardians information about how their child/children are progressing 

toward standards in academic areas and special area subjects. It is early in the 

year, and at many grade levels, teachers are just beginning to introduce work 

toward mastery of the standards.  If standards are left blank on the progress 

report or trimester report card, it is because that particular standard has not been 

introduced yet, or that teachers do not have sufficient information at this time to 

address that standard. Progress toward meeting behavioral expectations for 

students in grades five through eight will be submitted by homeroom teachers, but 

all teachers who see middle school students will provide input. After you review 

your child’s progress report, please sign and return the envelope, and you may 
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contact your child’s homeroom teacher if you have questions regarding attendance, 

grades, or progress.   

 

If your child receives specialized instruction or support with one of our resource 

room teachers or intervention services through our MTSS/RTI process, an update 

on progress toward their goals will be included with progress notes at the end of 

the first trimester on December 1. Again, please reach out to homeroom teachers if 

you have specific questions relating to any of these reports.   

 

During the month of October, all students in grades 2-8 will be taking the NWEA 

standardized assessment that will indicate progress in the areas of Reading, 

Language Arts, Math, and Science.  This is an adaptive, computerized assessment 

that will be taken over the course of multiple sessions based on grade level. These 

results will be used to inform and individualize instruction and support for 

students.  Results of student progress will be reviewed with families during our 

parent-teacher conferences (October 30 and 31) and will be sent home in our end-

of-trimester reports on December 1.  Teachers will reach out before that with any 

areas of particular concern.  

 

I want to remind everyone that many of our students have special dietary 

restrictions due to allergies and/or other medical concerns. In the interest of 

everyone’s health and safety, we no longer allow food treats of any kind brought 

into school with the intent of being shared with students.  There are many ways to 

celebrate and recognize special milestones for children other than with food.  We 

urge you to consider these options and to save the food treats for outside of school.  

Going forward, any food brought in to share will be sent back home again.   If 

teachers organize food-related approaches to learning the curriculum, they will 

notify you in advance and consult with the school nurse prior to planning to be 

sure everyone can be included. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation 

in this matter.   

 

At Eastford Elementary School, we subscribe to a notification/alert system that 

will enable us to automatically notify families more efficiently than our current 

email system in the event that we are faced with a last-minute emergency, bus 

driver shortage, or inclement weather where we may need to unexpectedly close or 

delay school. Prior to October 24, I will email all families and let them know that I 

will be conducting a test of our notification/alert system so that we can be sure 

that we are able to reach everyone.   

 

Although we hope that we do not have any weather-related closings or delays for 

quite some time, I want to inform you that we will typically call two-hour delays 

on inclement weather mornings. If there is a morning delay, school will begin at 

10:42 a.m.  Students can begin arriving at 10:25 a.m. Half-day preschool 

students will NOT attend if there is a two-hour delayed opening.  When there is a 
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two-hour delayed opening, the YMCA child-care program will also operate on a 

two-hour delay.  They will open at 9:00 a.m.   

 

When the weather is inclement, notification of NO SCHOOL or late opening is 

communicated to you via our automatic notification system.  It is also announced 

over WINY radio (Putnam), Channel 30 (NBC Connecticut), and Channel 3 

(WFSB). If you visit the websites of the television stations, you can sign up to have 

them notify you by email or text message when a school is closing early or opening 

late. Tune your radio or television to one of these for any NO SCHOOL and 

delayed opening announcements.  

 

Please mark your calendars regarding four upcoming “No School” days.  

October 13 is the Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day holiday.  October 31 is 

a staff professional development session and parent-teacher conferences, and on 

November 10 and 11, we are closed for staff professional development and 

Veterans Day.  The YMCA child care will not be in session on any of these days.  

 

A reminder to people who utilize the school playground or access the 

nature trail when school is not in session:  If you, or someone you know, 

brings a dog onto school property, please be considerate and clean up after it. 

Students use the playground and the nature trail and we would like to keep the 

area as sanitary as possible.   

 

Fire Prevention:  October is fire prevention month and as is typical, the Eastford 

Independent Fire Company will visit to bring awareness regarding fire safety. We 

are planning a program where all students will participate in a fire drill that the 

Independent Fire Company attends, and students in PK-grade 3 will have the 

opportunity to view the fire trucks, fire equipment and gear worn and used by the 

firefighters.  

 

We are fortunate to have a number of active parent organizations at EES.  We like 

to add new members to each group every year so that these groups truly represent 

all of our students. Please consider joining a group if you are not already a 

member!   

 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 

The PTO is a vital link between the school community and the parents it serves. 

Thus, parents are urged to join and take an active part in the PTO. The PTO 

raises money to provide Eastford Elementary School with cultural programs, 

assemblies and other specific needs as they occur. All parents are invited to all 

meetings and are encouraged to contact Eastford Elementary School for more 

information or to get answers to questions regarding the PTO. The PTO meetings 

will be held virtually on the first Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. Please feel 

free to email PTO president Aliesha Lowell Lynch at pto@eastfordct.org if you 

have any questions.  

mailto:pto@eastfordct.org
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Middle School Fund-Raising Committee 

Parents of middle school students typically meet to raise funds for the annual 

seventh and/or eighth-grade trip to Washington, D.C. Their major, yearly event 

has been the Goods and Services Auction. This school year, we will hold the 

annual Goods and Services Auction on Saturday, Nov. 15.  Proceeds from the 

Auction are SHARED among all middle school grades to start building a balance 

so that the trip can be fully funded for students.   Based on class sizes, we 

sometimes need to combine grades to attend the trip. The fundraising efforts 

ensure that each grade will be prepared when it is time for their trip. For this to 

be successful, we need the support of many volunteers – especially from our 

middle school grades!  The committee has already been meeting this year and 

we really need more hands involved to assist in obtaining donations from local 

area businesses.  Please reach out to auction@eastfordct.org to see how you can 

help! 

 

Car Rider Line – Morning Drop Of 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation with our car rider line.   

At both the morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up times, the parking lot 

maintains a one-way traffic flow pattern.  All vehicles should enter the main 

entrance on Westford Road near the school sign.  All vehicles should exit up the 

hill by the town office building. Students should not arrive at school prior to 8:25 

a.m. unless they are participating in the Before School childcare program.  

Families that drop their children off in the morning, please make sure that you are 

not passing vehicles that are in front of you. Please stay in line in the car rider 

drop-off line and pull as far forward as possible before letting your children out of 

your vehicle, and then wait to leave until the vehicle in front of you has begun to 

exit the drop-off area. This ensures that students are received by the staff 

members on duty and that the driving area is clear. Those with younger children 

or children who may take longer to get out and say goodbye should use the line 

that is closest to the school building so that the other line can flow more smoothly.  

We can operate two lines for drop off in the morning and pick up in the afternoon.  

Thank you for your cooperation with this process in the interest of safety. 

 

Afternoon Pick-up Reminder 

Our afternoon pick-up process has been extremely efficient!  Please be sure to have 

your green or purple “family” sign in your car front window as you approach.  This 

expedites staff in getting your children ready for you.  We dismiss the Green group 

of students first.  These are typically our youngest students and their siblings.  If 

you have a Green “family” sign, please plan to arrive for pick up close to 3:20.  If 

you are in the Purple group you should plan to arrive for pick up about 3:25.  It is 

important to remember that students who live within walking distance of the 

school are walking along the side of the driveway near the Town Office Building 

and along the side of Westford Road.  Drivers should be extremely cautious during 

arrival and dismissal for everyone’s safety!  Please do not block the path of the 

mailto:auction@eastfordct.org
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buses that are loading students at the front of the building. To stay on schedule, 

they need to pull out to begin their route once the bus is loaded.  

 

Attention Parents of Eighth Grade Students: Eighth grade students have 

multiple high school choices.  Woodstock Academy is our designated high school, 

but transportation is also provided to, Killingly VoAg, Arts at the Capitol Theater 

(ACT), Quinebaug Middle College (QMC), and Ellis Tech.  Other area schools may 

also be a possibility, but transportation is not provided.  If you plan to attend a 

public school that we do not have a contract with or one that we do not provide 

transportation to, you will need to request permission in writing from our 

Superintendent, Dr. Donna Leake, no later than February 1. Typically, these 

schools offer Open House events for interested students and families. Some of 

these may be in-person, and some may be held virtually. We will keep students 

and families informed as soon as we receive information from the high schools. 

Please contact Mrs. Schleicher, school counselor, with questions regarding high 

school choices, Open Houses, and the application process.      

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us at school if you have any questions or concerns.   

Sincerely, 

Carole McCombe 
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Kindergarten News – Ms. Garvie 
 

The start of the school year has been a very busy time in kindergarten.  We have 

been learning the rules and routine of the classroom and how to pay attention at 

group time using the “Listening Rules” song. Children have also been practicing 

sharing and showing kindness to teachers and peers. Last week, we learned that 

mistakes are okay, and we must encourage ourselves and others to keep trying, 

even when we make mistakes!  

 

Other learning opportunities include rhyming, clapping out syllables, and 

reviewing letter names and the sounds they make. We are reviewing letters, 

sounds, and keywords.  Our first seven letters reviewed are t, b, f, n, m, I, and u. 

We are also focusing on the proper way to form each letter. Please encourage your 

child to point these letters out in books at home and practice writing them. We 

have been drawing and writing about our favorite parts of stories. Some of our 

favorite stories are Jack and the Beanstalk, Strega Nona, The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff, and The Selfish Crocodile. 

 

We count together every day, review flat and solid shapes, and explore our math 

manipulatives during math time. For science, we have been learning about 

animals and their needs. Children have also learned about mixing colors, the 

changing seasons, and proper handwashing. We had our first visit to the Eastford 

Public Library as well. It was a fantastic start to the kindergarten school year! 

Please enjoy these pictures from the past month.   
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Grade 1 News – Mrs. Boccacio 
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Grade 2 News – Mrs. Rhynhart 
 

Welcome to second grade! The second graders started their year with a very 

interesting scientific challenge - figuring out what animal was making an 

unusually large amount of poop in a cave in Texas! After learning about animal 

characteristics, identifying animals through their unique calls, and making and 

changing their hypotheses based on new information, they discovered it was the 

Mexican Free Tailed Bat! We were surprised to learn there are more than 15 

million bats that gather in Braken Cave during the summer (the reason for so 

much poop), and that this is the largest gathering of mammals on Earth! Along 

with this interesting challenge, we also observed and learned about wolves during 

a teleconference with the International Wolf Center in Minnesota. We learned that 

wolves also have unique “calls” that help them communicate with their pack. Next 

up for the second grade scientists - learning about reptiles with one of our favorite 

teleconference scientists, Miss Liz, and using our engineering skills to make a bird 

feeder to attract certain types of birds based on what we know about the feeding 

habits. Off we go! 

 

  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

http://www.michellesmirror.com/2018_10_21_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Grade 3 News – Mrs. Bisson 
 

Grade 3 students have had a great start to our school year! In our Second Step 

Lessons, we are learning how our brain acquires new skills by creating pathways 

in our mind. We get better and better at this new skill the more we practice. Third 

graders certainly had lots of practice learning new routines in a new school year in 

a new classroom! 
 

We kicked off our first Science unit of the year by studying the traits of fossils and 

asking, “Where could you find whales in a desert?” We also discovered that 

habitats change over time, and it’s possible that Eastford was once an ocean! The 

only way to really know is to dig way down deep into the ground and study the 

fossils found below. We also asked, “Could we outrun a dinosaur?” Of course, we 

can’t really race a dinosaur in real life, so we used a model to test our ideas. We 

ran, measured our strides, then compared that information to the strides of actual 

dinosaur fossil footprints. Unfortunately, we discovered that a dinosaur is no 

match for a human! 
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Grade 4 News – Ms. Dill 

 

Fourth grade students have kicked off the school year with energy, curiosity, and 

lots of smiles! The first few weeks have been all about learning new routines and 

building the habits that will help students have a successful year. Establishing 

these routines early gives everyone a strong foundation—so that as the year 

unfolds, students can focus more on the exciting lessons, projects, and discoveries 

ahead.  

Thank you for supporting your child at home as they adjust to new expectations. 

With your encouragement and partnership, grade 4 students will grow in 

confidence, independence, and achievement.  

Students are off to a great start, as you likely noticed at Eastford’s recent open 

house, which provided an opportunity to: 

• Build relationships with grade 4 families 

• Share curriculum information  

• Showcase the environment  

• Celebrate the Eastford community  

With your continued support, I look forward to a year filled with learning, growth, 

and achievement. 
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 Math News – Mrs. Barlow 

Grade 5: In this section, students learn to understand a fraction as a quotient by 

interpreting it as the numerator divided by the denominator. They work through a 

series of problems involving situations where several objects are shared. By 

recognizing patterns in the results, students come to see and generalize that 

a/b=a÷b  

 

Grade 6: Students are exploring 3-D shapes. They learn to create and use “nets” 

(flat patterns that fold into 3-D figures) to calculate surface area. Throughout 

these lessons, they practice explaining their thinking and listening to others’ 

ideas, which helps them deepen their understanding of geometry.  

 

Grade 7: In this unit, students learn about scale by exploring how pictures, shapes, 

and drawings can be enlarged or reduced while keeping their proportions the 

same.  

 

Later, students apply these ideas to real-world examples, such as maps and floor 

plans. They practice interpreting and creating scale drawings, including working 

with different kinds of scales (like “1 cm = 10 km” or “1:100”). The unit ends with a 

hands-on project where students create a scale copy of a chosen cartoon character. 

Picture to come next month!  

 

 Grade 8 Math: Students will build on what they already know about geometry by 

studying how shapes can be moved or flipped while keeping their size and shape 

the same. They explore translations (slides), rotations (turns), and reflections 

(flips), and learn how to describe these movements more precisely. They also see 

how combining these movements creates “rigid transformations,” which always 

preserve angles and distances. This leads to the critical idea of congruence—that 

two shapes are congruent if one can be moved to match the other without resizing. 

We will finish this unit by creating a large tessellation. Pictures to come next 

month! 
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ELA – Mr. Salsich 
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Science News – Mrs. Mead 

We are off to an exciting scientific start to the school year!.   
 
Third grade students have ventured into the world of botany and hydroponics.  

 
  
Here students are starting a 
variety of lettuce seeds in 
rock wool.  The plants will be 
transferred to the 
hydroponics tank after they 
have sprouted and grown a 
bit. 
 
 

 
 
Next, grade 3 became paleontologists, and carefully dug up and investigated actual fossils. 

 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grade 5 students are learning about Earth’s patterns in 
the solar system in a Mystery Science astronomy unit, 
while grade 6 is investigating energy and its 
transformation from potential to kinetic and back again.   
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Students in grade 7 have learned to use microscopes, and are investigating the 
relationship of cells to all of the human body systems.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Here, Grade 8 students are investigating mass and movement during collisions and 
processing that data. 
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Social Studies News – Mr. Kernan  

 

 

In Social Studies this year, we are exploring the when, where, how, and why of 

historical events and their significance. By answering these questions, students 

will draw conclusions about these events and their outcomes. The "why" is key, as 

it prompts us to debate the importance of each event. Whether it's students, 

scholars, or participants of the time, people often disagree on the reasons behind 

historical events, making this a central focus of our discussions. 

The fifth graders have been diving into early European attempts to settle in what 

would become the Americas. They're also examining the Native peoples who lived 

here before 1492 and exploring the period between European settlements and the 

rise of modern cultures in the Western Hemisphere. Through an American 

perspective, we aim to understand and appreciate the diverse cultures that 

emerged from this blending of worlds. 

Our sixth and seventh graders have been exploring the geography of the Roman 

Empire and making meaningful connections to geography here in the United 

States. Through maps, case studies, and discussion, students examined 

urbanization and population patterns, considered how natural features like rivers 

and mountains can affect growth, and analyzed the ways natural disasters shape 

communities. By comparing ancient and modern examples, they’re seeing how 

geography influences where people live, how they trade, and how societies respond 

to challenges. It’s been a dynamic unit that builds both historical understanding 

and real-world geographic thinking. 

The eighth graders are focusing on the drafting of the United States Constitution, 

investigating the decisions made by our Founding Fathers. They are exploring why 

certain rights were included in the Constitution, while others were left out, and 

reflecting on how we interpret the Constitution today. As part of their study, 

students are preparing posters to showcase their evolving understanding of this 

foundational document. 
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P. E. & Health – Mr. Cody 

 

 

 

P.E: 

Grades PK-2: The students are learning how to move with a purpose through play. 

In this unit they are working on listening skills, team building, and coordination 

through guided discovery.  Students have been using tag games, hula hoops, and 

noodles to start off the year.  

 

 

 
 

Grades 3-8:  During the month of September, I focused on stretching, muscle 

strength, relaxing, and breathing techniques through yoga. The unit went very 

well.  The students will continue to work on collaboration and teamwork through 

recreational games and sports activities. Currently, students have been reviewing 

the rules of football and proper throwing techniques. Skills and drills have been 

designed around throwing and catching. 
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It is recommended that grade 5 students change clothes for PE class; however, 

sneakers are a must.  Students in grades six through eight MUST change to 

participate. Changing clothes after physical activity helps prevent the spread of 

bacteria and body odor, promoting a cleaner and healthier learning environment 

for everyone. 

 

 

 

 

PE days by grade: 

5th - Monday/Wednesday 

6th- Thursday/Friday 

7th Monday/Friday 

8th Thursday/Friday 

 



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter                                                                   October 2025 
 
 
  Page 24 of 43 

 

 

 

 Middle School Health: 

Over the past few weeks in Health class, students have been actively reflecting on 

their daily choices and learning how small, health-conscious decisions can lead to 

meaningful improvements in their well-being. They've been setting personal goals 

and exploring how these changes can positively affect their overall lifestyle. 

Looking ahead to the month of October, our focus will shift to Nutrition Basics. 

Students will learn how the food we eat fuels our bodies and minds, and how 

proper nutrition can play a key role in achieving personal success—both in and out 

of the classroom. We’ll cover topics such as reading nutrition labels, understanding 

macronutrients, and making informed food choices. 

We encourage you to talk with your student about what they’re learning and 

support them as they continue making healthy choices at home. 

Thank you for your continued support! 
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Health Office News – Mrs. Roto 

 
Hopefully, everyone has had time to adjust and settle into their school routines.  There 
are so many changes in the first month of school that it takes adjusting for not just the 
student but also their family.  Developing solid routines is so important, but it can be 
difficult.  Just when you have something worked out, it changes like the weather. Here 
are a few reminders to keep in mind when sending your student to school.   
 

October is a tricky month for dressing for the weather.  A jacket or sweater may be 
needed in the morning, and then not be necessary for the afternoon.  Have your 
student dress in layers so they can adjust their layers as the temperature 
changes.  Also, remind your student to keep track of their clothing so it doesn’t end up 
in the lost and found.   
 
Another simple strategy is to have them eat breakfast and pack a water bottle.  What 
seems simple can make a difference in your students' day.  Most classes have time for a 
morning snack, and they are always free to fill up their water bottles throughout the 
day.   
 

If your student shows signs of illness, we follow the Connecticut State Department of 
Education guidance.  Below is the guidance.  It is designed to help with your decision 
whether to send or keep your student home.  Specific illnesses are also addressed in 
the Student Handbook. 
 
As always, feel free to reach out to me by phone or email if you have anything you need 
to discuss. 
 
Cassie Roto R.N., B.S.N. 
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Art News – Ms. Weinland 

Beginning a Year of Color, Creativity, and Collaboration 

The new school year has begun with excitement and imagination in the art room! 

Students across all grade levels are already engaging in projects that encourage 

self-expression, teamwork, and a deeper understanding of how artists use color 

and design to communicate ideas. 

Kindergarteners created stained glass lanterns and explored the magic of color 

and light. First graders have been painting with rotating color palettes to discover 

how hues can mix, contrast, and set the tone of an artwork. Second graders are 

constructing robot collages that combine geometric shapes, while seventh graders 

are building their drawing confidence through guided drawing lessons. 

Collaboration is a highlight this year. Every student in the school has contributed 

to a large-scale project inspired by Japanese contemporary artist Takashi 

Murakami, known for his vibrant flowers and the “Superflat” style seen in anime 

and video games. Together, students’ work created a joyful installation that 

celebrates our school community through art. 

Eighth graders are expanding last year’s brick mural project by adding their 

personalized artwork to the lower-level hallway. Their contributions are 

transforming the space into a growing gallery that highlights the creativity of our 

oldest students and leaves a lasting legacy for years to come. 

With projects that shine in color, spark imagination, and invite collaboration, this 

year promises to be one filled with creativity and inspiration! 
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Noticias de Español – Señora DePercio 

 

Grade K-1: We have begun our language learning journey by learning how to say 

hello and goodbye in Spanish, as well as yes and no! Many students noticed that 

some letters do not make the same sound in Spanish as they do in English. As we 

move into October, we will begin learning our parts of the face vocabulary and 

begin discussing colors. 

 

Grade 2: Students have spent the beginning of their year reviewing and practicing 

how to introduce themselves in Spanish. We have also begun work on our Spanish 

vowels. Spanish is incredibly phonetic. Every vowel makes the same sound every 

time you see it. However, some vowels swap sounds in Spanish, which confuses 

our English brains. For example, when you say “ee” you are actually saying the 

vowel “i” in Spanish. Go ahead and ask your language learner how to pronounce 

their Spanish vowels!  

 

Grade 3: We have spent the month of September mastering everything we 

remember from last year. This includes fruit, our vowels, and multiple ways of 

introducing ourselves! Grade 3 will continue their syllable practice and begin their 

participation in an international project with Journey North, where we will be 

sending symbolic butterflies to children living in monarch sanctuary areas in 

Mexico. This symbolic migration reflects the real migration of the Monarch 

butterflies we see here in Connecticut! We will be creating two class butterflies 
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made up of individual, student decorated pieces and send them down to 

elementary schools in Mexico.  

 

Grades 4: Students have begun their work with the alphabet. We are learning 

letter names with the intention that by the end of the year, spelling in Spanish 

will be a breeze! This past week, students began our unit on body parts. Look out 

for their espantapájaros in the upcoming weeks!  

 

Grade 5:  Students have currently been studying their classroom contraseñas. 

These are twelve phrases that I consider to be our classroom “passwords.” To stay 

in the target language and move through our lessons, students need to know how 

to say phrases such as Tengo una pregunta (I have a question), Repite por favor 

(Repeat, please), and of course, ¿Qué significa? (What does ___ mean?). After 

mastering these phrases, fifth graders will dive into our first unit exploring Puerto 

Rico! 

 

Grade 6: We have begun our year reviewing some fundamentals: reviewing subject 

pronouns and then family members. This year, we are adding extended family 

members and some pets to our list. This unit will also include learning Spanish 

possessive adjectives (e.g., my, your, his, her) to describe our final project, which 

will be our own family trees!  

 

Grades 7 & 8 are studying South America this year. They will begin with Chile by 

studying El Día de Independencia. Students have started studying their 

interrogativos, or interrogatives (i.e., question words), Quién, Dónde, Cuándo, Por 

qué and Cómo while learning all about the similarities and differences between 

our Independence Day celebrations and Chile’s! Seventh and eighth graders will 

then begin work on recognizing and responding to questions asked by me!  



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter                                                                   October 2025 
 
 
  Page 31 of 43 

Enrichment News – Mrs. Lynch  

              
 
Fourth-grade Enrichment students celebrated International Dot Day on 

September 16.  Now in its sixteenth year, International Dot Day came about when 

a teacher in Iowa decided that it was important to celebrate the message of the 

picture book, The Dot, by Peter H. Reynolds.  The book tells the story of Vashti, a 

young girl who did not think of herself as an artist; Vashti was reluctant to even 

begin her art assignment.  Her teacher encouraged her to “just make a mark and 

see where it takes you.”  Vashti eventually managed to make a dot on her paper 

and then went on to create even more pieces of art. 

 

After listening to the book, students discussed the importance of getting started on 

a challenging project, arriving at the conclusion that sometimes just taking the 

first step can be the hardest part.  They also demonstrated an understanding of 

the concept of “leaving your mark” by providing examples of several ways in which 

they have left a mark. 

 

To complete our celebration of Dot Day, students were asked to create their own 

works of art using a dot.  Some students chose to draw their own dots; others 

decided to use a stick-on dot, which I provided.  Here are their “dots,” and just look 

at where those marks took them! 

                  

 

 

 

https://www.freepngimg.com/png/80389-concept-human-mind-creativity-behavior-communication
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Library & Media Center – Mrs. Bibeault                                                            

 

 
 

 

Greetings from the EES Media Center. The students had a smooth start in the 

library and were excited to start checking out books! 

 

Library Check-Out Guidelines: 

• PK - Grade 2: Borrow one book at a time. Grades 3-4: Borrow up to two 

books at a time. 

Library days:  

o Grades 3 and 4 - Mondays 

o PK and Grade 1 - Wednesdays 

o Grades K and 2 - Fridays 

• Grades 5-8: Check out two books at a time, unless more are needed for class 

projects. Books are loaned for a two-week period and can be extended as 

needed. 

 

Please remember, library books are school property and should be handled with 

care. In accordance with school policy, any lost or damaged books must be 

reimbursed or replaced with a new copy. 
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Explore the EES library page at https://www.eastfordct.org/library/. You can help 

your child check if a specific book is available using our online catalog. For any 

assistance, reach out to Mrs. Bibeault at library@eastfordct.org. 

 

Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge Update: 

If your child participated in the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge, kindly 

have him/her submit their reading journal by Friday, October 17, 2025. All 

participating students will receive a special award to celebrate their reading 

achievements. Plus, one special prize will be drawn for each grade level of readers. 

Be sure to get those journals in! 

 

 

Digital Literacy & Well Being 

 

I'm excited to share that this year, we're using the new Digital Literacy and Well-

Being curriculum as part of our K–8 program. This updated curriculum from 

Common Sense Education replaces the digital citizenship program we've used in 

the past and better prepares students for both the opportunities and challenges of 

today’s connected world, covering topics from AI awareness to cyberbullying, 

screen time, privacy, and more. 

 

Students will explore age-appropriate topics like online etiquette, critical thinking, 

media literacy, and managing their digital footprint. These lessons are 

thoughtfully designed to meet students where they are developmentally and help 

them become safe, responsible and respectful digital citizens. 

 

Ask your child what they’re learning so you can continue the conversation at 

home. Together, we can help our students build healthy digital habits that will 

serve them well now and in the future. 

 

https://www.eastfordct.org/library/
mailto:library@eastfordct.org
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