Shaping Futures Together October 2025

Eastford Elementary School’s Portrait of an Eastford Learner

Habits of Creative
Success Problem Solver

i

Global Effective Critical
Citizen Collaborator Thinker

From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Families,

Welcome to October! The first month of school has flown by so quickly! Thanks in
part to our fabulous staff and dedicated families, it seems as if our students and
staff never left. We are happy to welcome new students and families, and at this
point, everyone has settled back into the school routine. It was nice to see those of
you who were able to join us for our Open House in September. If you were unable
to attend and have any questions about routines, grading, or curriculum, please
reach out to your child’s teacher/s.

We have hit the ground running and we will soon be sending home our first
progress reports. On October 8, students in kindergarten through grade 8 will
bring home their mid-term progress report. This progress report will give
parents/guardians information about how their child/children are progressing
toward standards in academic areas and special area subjects. It is early in the
year, and at many grade levels, teachers are just beginning to introduce work
toward mastery of the standards. If standards are left blank on the progress
report or trimester report card, it is because that particular standard has not been
introduced yet, or that teachers do not have sufficient information at this time to
address that standard. Progress toward meeting behavioral expectations for
students in grades five through eight will be submitted by homeroom teachers, but
all teachers who see middle school students will provide input. After you review
your child’s progress report, please sign and return the envelope, and you may
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contact your child’s homeroom teacher if you have questions regarding attendance,
grades, or progress.

If your child receives specialized instruction or support with one of our resource
room teachers or intervention services through our MTSS/RTI process, an update
on progress toward their goals will be included with progress notes at the end of
the first trimester on December 1. Again, please reach out to homeroom teachers if
you have specific questions relating to any of these reports.

During the month of October, all students in grades 2-8 will be taking the NWEA
standardized assessment that will indicate progress in the areas of Reading,
Language Arts, Math, and Science. This is an adaptive, computerized assessment
that will be taken over the course of multiple sessions based on grade level. These
results will be used to inform and individualize instruction and support for
students. Results of student progress will be reviewed with families during our
parent-teacher conferences (October 30 and 31) and will be sent home in our end-
of-trimester reports on December 1. Teachers will reach out before that with any
areas of particular concern.

I want to remind everyone that many of our students have special dietary
restrictions due to allergies and/or other medical concerns. In the interest of
everyone’s health and safety, we no longer allow food treats of any kind brought
into school with the intent of being shared with students. There are many ways to
celebrate and recognize special milestones for children other than with food. We
urge you to consider these options and to save the food treats for outside of school.
Going forward, any food brought in to share will be sent back home again. If
teachers organize food-related approaches to learning the curriculum, they will
notify you in advance and consult with the school nurse prior to planning to be
sure everyone can be included. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation
in this matter.

At Eastford Elementary School, we subscribe to a notification/alert system that
will enable us to automatically notify families more efficiently than our current
email system in the event that we are faced with a last-minute emergency, bus
driver shortage, or inclement weather where we may need to unexpectedly close or
delay school. Prior to October 24, I will email all families and let them know that I
will be conducting a test of our notification/alert system so that we can be sure
that we are able to reach everyone.

Although we hope that we do not have any weather-related closings or delays for
quite some time, I want to inform you that we will typically call two-hour delays
on inclement weather mornings. If there is a morning delay, school will begin at
10:42 a.m. Students can begin arriving at 10:25 a.m. Half-day preschool
students will NOT attend if there is a two-hour delayed opening. When there is a
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two-hour delayed opening, the YMCA child-care program will also operate on a
two-hour delay. They will open at 9:00 a.m.

When the weather is inclement, notification of NO SCHOOL or late opening is
communicated to you via our automatic notification system. It is also announced
over WINY radio (Putnam), Channel 30 (NBC Connecticut), and Channel 3
(WFSB). If you visit the websites of the television stations, you can sign up to have
them notify you by email or text message when a school is closing early or opening
late. Tune your radio or television to one of these for any NO SCHOOL and
delayed opening announcements.

Please mark your calendars regarding four upcoming “No School” days.
October 13 is the Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day holiday. October 31 is
a staff professional development session and parent-teacher conferences, and on
November 10 and 11, we are closed for staff professional development and
Veterans Day. The YMCA child care will not be in session on any of these days.

A reminder to people who utilize the school playground or access the
nature trail when school is not in session: If you, or someone you know,
brings a dog onto school property, please be considerate and clean up after it.
Students use the playground and the nature trail and we would like to keep the
area as sanitary as possible.

Fire Prevention: October is fire prevention month and as is typical, the Eastford
Independent Fire Company will visit to bring awareness regarding fire safety. We
are planning a program where all students will participate in a fire drill that the
Independent Fire Company attends, and students in PK-grade 3 will have the
opportunity to view the fire trucks, fire equipment and gear worn and used by the
firefighters.

We are fortunate to have a number of active parent organizations at EES. We like
to add new members to each group every year so that these groups truly represent
all of our students. Please consider joining a group if you are not already a
member!

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)

The PTO is a vital link between the school community and the parents it serves.
Thus, parents are urged to join and take an active part in the PTO. The PTO
raises money to provide Eastford Elementary School with cultural programs,
assemblies and other specific needs as they occur. All parents are invited to all
meetings and are encouraged to contact Eastford Elementary School for more
information or to get answers to questions regarding the PTO. The PTO meetings
will be held virtually on the first Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. Please feel
free to email PTO president Aliesha Lowell Lynch at pto@eastfordct.org if you
have any questions.
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Middle School Fund-Raising Committee

Parents of middle school students typically meet to raise funds for the annual
seventh and/or eighth-grade trip to Washington, D.C. Their major, yearly event
has been the Goods and Services Auction. This school year, we will hold the
annual Goods and Services Auction on Saturday, Nov. 15. Proceeds from the
Auction are SHARED among all middle school grades to start building a balance
so that the trip can be fully funded for students. Based on class sizes, we
sometimes need to combine grades to attend the trip. The fundraising efforts
ensure that each grade will be prepared when it is time for their trip. For this to
be successful, we need the support of many volunteers — especially from our
middle school grades! The committee has already been meeting this year and
we really need more hands involved to assist in obtaining donations from local

area businesses. Please reach out to auction@eastfordct.org to see how you can
help!

Car Rider Line — Morning Drop Of

Thank you for your patience and cooperation with our car rider line.

At both the morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up times, the parking lot
maintains a one-way traffic flow pattern. All vehicles should enter the main
entrance on Westford Road near the school sign. All vehicles should exit up the
hill by the town office building. Students should not arrive at school prior to 8:25
a.m. unless they are participating in the Before School childcare program.
Families that drop their children off in the morning, please make sure that you are
not passing vehicles that are in front of you. Please stay in line in the car rider
drop-off line and pull as far forward as possible before letting your children out of
your vehicle, and then wait to leave until the vehicle in front of you has begun to
exit the drop-off area. This ensures that students are received by the staff
members on duty and that the driving area is clear. Those with younger children
or children who may take longer to get out and say goodbye should use the line
that is closest to the school building so that the other line can flow more smoothly.
We can operate two lines for drop off in the morning and pick up in the afternoon.
Thank you for your cooperation with this process in the interest of safety.

Afternoon Pick-up Reminder

Our afternoon pick-up process has been extremely efficient! Please be sure to have
your green or purple “family” sign in your car front window as you approach. This
expedites staff in getting your children ready for you. We dismiss the Green group
of students first. These are typically our youngest students and their siblings. If
you have a Green “family” sign, please plan to arrive for pick up close to 3:20. If
you are in the Purple group you should plan to arrive for pick up about 3:25. It is
important to remember that students who live within walking distance of the
school are walking along the side of the driveway near the Town Office Building
and along the side of Westford Road. Drivers should be extremely cautious during
arrival and dismissal for everyone’s safety! Please do not block the path of the
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buses that are loading students at the front of the building. To stay on schedule,
they need to pull out to begin their route once the bus is loaded.

Attention Parents of Eighth Grade Students: Eighth grade students have
multiple high school choices. Woodstock Academy is our designated high school,
but transportation is also provided to, Killingly VoAg, Arts at the Capitol Theater
(ACT), Quinebaug Middle College (QMC), and Ellis Tech. Other area schools may
also be a possibility, but transportation is not provided. If you plan to attend a
public school that we do not have a contract with or one that we do not provide
transportation to, you will need to request permission in writing from our
Superintendent, Dr. Donna Leake, no later than February 1. Typically, these
schools offer Open House events for interested students and families. Some of
these may be in-person, and some may be held virtually. We will keep students
and families informed as soon as we receive information from the high schools.
Please contact Mrs. Schleicher, school counselor, with questions regarding high
school choices, Open Houses, and the application process.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us at school if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
Carole McCombe
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Kindergarten News — Ms. Garvie

The start of the school year has been a very busy time in kindergarten. We have
been learning the rules and routine of the classroom and how to pay attention at
group time using the “Listening Rules” song. Children have also been practicing
sharing and showing kindness to teachers and peers. Last week, we learned that
mistakes are okay, and we must encourage ourselves and others to keep trying,
even when we make mistakes!

Other learning opportunities include rhyming, clapping out syllables, and
reviewing letter names and the sounds they make. We are reviewing letters,
sounds, and keywords. Our first seven letters reviewed are t, b, f, n, m, I, and u.
We are also focusing on the proper way to form each letter. Please encourage your
child to point these letters out in books at home and practice writing them. We
have been drawing and writing about our favorite parts of stories. Some of our
favorite stories are Jack and the Beanstalk, Strega Nona, The Three Billy Goats
Gruff, and The Selfish Crocodile.

We count together every day, review flat and solid shapes, and explore our math
manipulatives during math time. For science, we have been learning about
animals and their needs. Children have also learned about mixing colors, the
changing seasons, and proper handwashing. We had our first visit to the Eastford
Public Library as well. It was a fantastic start to the kindergarten school year!
Please enjoy these pictures from the past month.
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Grade 1 News — Mrs. Boccacio

First Grade is Off to a Fantastic Start!

What a wonderful start to first grade! The classroom is lively
with excitement, curiosity, and learning. Students have
quickly adapted to routines, gaining confidence and
independence. They've finished their first math unit
confidently and enjoyed three shared reading books,
sparking discussion. A highlight was the trip to the public
library, connecting to our social studies unit on communities.
Students are beginning to understand how places like the
library help communities thrive. There's been lots of
teamwork and kindness, from helping classmates to solving
problems together. It's been a joyful, promising start with
much progress and growth ahead!
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Grade 2 News — Mrs. Rhynhart

Welcome to second grade! The second graders started their year with a very
interesting scientific challenge - figuring out what animal was making an
unusually large amount of poop in a cave in Texas! After learning about animal
characteristics, identifying animals through their unique calls, and making and
changing their hypotheses based on new information, they discovered it was the
Mexican Free Tailed Bat! We were surprised to learn there are more than 15
million bats that gather in Braken Cave during the summer (the reason for so
much poop), and that this is the largest gathering of mammals on Earth! Along
with this interesting challenge, we also observed and learned about wolves during
a teleconference with the International Wolf Center in Minnesota. We learned that
wolves also have unique “calls” that help them communicate with their pack. Next
up for the second grade scientists - learning about reptiles with one of our favorite
teleconference scientists, Miss Liz, and using our engineering skills to make a bird
feeder to attract certain types of birds based on what we know about the feeding
habits. Off we go!

This Photo bv Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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Grade 3 News — Mrs. Bisson

Grade 3 students have had a great start to our school year! In our Second Step
Lessons, we are learning how our brain acquires new skills by creating pathways
in our mind. We get better and better at this new skill the more we practice. Third
graders certainly had lots of practice learning new routines in a new school year in
a new classroom!

We kicked off our first Science unit of the year by studying the traits of fossils and
asking, “Where could you find whales in a desert?” We also discovered that
habitats change over time, and it’s possible that Eastford was once an ocean! The
only way to really know is to dig way down deep into the ground and study the
fossils found below. We also asked, “Could we outrun a dinosaur?” Of course, we
can’t really race a dinosaur in real life, so we used a model to test our ideas. We
ran, measured our strides, then compared that information to the strides of actual
dinosaur fossil footprints. Unfortunately, we discovered that a dinosaur is no
match for a human!
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Grade 4 News — Ms. Dill

Fourth grade students have kicked off the school year with energy, curiosity, and
lots of smiles! The first few weeks have been all about learning new routines and
building the habits that will help students have a successful year. Establishing
these routines early gives everyone a strong foundation—so that as the year
unfolds, students can focus more on the exciting lessons, projects, and discoveries
ahead.

Thank you for supporting your child at home as they adjust to new expectations.
With your encouragement and partnership, grade 4 students will grow in
confidence, independence, and achievement.

Students are off to a great start, as you likely noticed at Eastford’s recent open
house, which provided an opportunity to:

e Build relationships with grade 4 families
e Share curriculum information

e Showcase the environment

o Celebrate the Eastford community

With your continued support, I look forward to a year filled with learning, growth,
and achievement.
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Math News — Mrs. Barlow

Grade 5: In this section, students learn to understand a fraction as a quotient by
Interpreting it as the numerator divided by the denominator. They work through a
series of problems involving situations where several objects are shared. By
recognizing patterns in the results, students come to see and generalize that
a/b=a+b

Grade 6: Students are exploring 3-D shapes. They learn to create and use “nets”
(flat patterns that fold into 3-D figures) to calculate surface area. Throughout
these lessons, they practice explaining their thinking and listening to others’
1deas, which helps them deepen their understanding of geometry.

Grade 7: In this unit, students learn about scale by exploring how pictures, shapes,
and drawings can be enlarged or reduced while keeping their proportions the
same.

Later, students apply these ideas to real-world examples, such as maps and floor
plans. They practice interpreting and creating scale drawings, including working
with different kinds of scales (like “1 cm = 10 km” or “1:100”). The unit ends with a
hands-on project where students create a scale copy of a chosen cartoon character.
Picture to come next month!

Grade 8 Math: Students will build on what they already know about geometry by
studying how shapes can be moved or flipped while keeping their size and shape
the same. They explore translations (slides), rotations (turns), and reflections
(flips), and learn how to describe these movements more precisely. They also see
how combining these movements creates “rigid transformations,” which always
preserve angles and distances. This leads to the critical idea of congruence—that
two shapes are congruent if one can be moved to match the other without resizing.
We will finish this unit by creating a large tessellation. Pictures to come next
month!
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ELA — Mr. Salsich

ELA NEWS

English Language Arts

EES Middle School

Recentl

Reading
We spend reqular time reading independenlty in
class, especially ofter our visit to our library.
Writing
After their third quiz on short non-fiction, Iam
seeing improvements in time management,

independence and elaboration. We are dusting
up on skills and learning new standards for

writing in middle school. These will be needed
during our whole class novels where reading
and writing will be required.

Teamwork
In the sixth-eighth grades we are focusing on
collaboration skills in class while working with
people whom they don’t normally choose to work
with. So far, they have done very well!

Eastford Elementary School Newsletter

Exploring, learning, and growing
together—one day, one lesson,

and one success at a time!

September 20, 2025

In the Spotlight
On 9/17 we spent the class talking about the
Constitution. We focused on the first amendment,
and each student received their own pocket copy
of the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution. This was a serious and powerful
class with many insightful questions. Later, I saw
a few kids reading the Constitution at lunch!

On 9/18 students were put into small groups with
a short project: Aesearch and present on either L
“what would my life be like without one part of the
first amendment?"” or, 2. “what is an amendment I
think should be added to our Constitution?”
Working together on this channelled conversations
and generated ideas, and also reinforced some of
the first amendment rights of respecting others

. ideas and perspectives.

Announcements

Ask your All middle school

child about
this photo

to them. However, [
leave it to each family to decide if
there is time for ELA homework.

s b Shrmpa sty
we
library weekly.

October 2025
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Ask your child

what is
happening in
th ese p ictures. If you have any questions, concerns or just want
to connect, please feel free to contact me.
& O jsalsich@eastfordet.org
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Science News — Mrs. Mead

We are off to an exciting scientific start to the school year!.

Third grade students have ventured into the world of botany and hydroponics.

Here students are starting a
variety of lettuce seeds in
rock wool. The plants will be
transferred to the
hydroponics tank after they
have sprouted and grown a
bit.

Grade 5 students are learning about Earth’s patterns in
the solar system in a Mystery Science astronomy unit,
while grade 6 is investigating energy and its
transformation from potential to kinetic and back again.
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Students in grade 7 have learned to use microscopes, and are investigating the
relationship of cells to all of the human body systems.

Here, Grade 8 students are investigating mass and movement during collisions and
processing that data.
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Social Studies News — Mr. Kernan

In Social Studies this year, we are exploring the when, where, how, and why of
historical events and their significance. By answering these questions, students
will draw conclusions about these events and their outcomes. The "why" is key, as
it prompts us to debate the importance of each event. Whether it's students,
scholars, or participants of the time, people often disagree on the reasons behind
historical events, making this a central focus of our discussions.

The fifth graders have been diving into early European attempts to settle in what
would become the Americas. They're also examining the Native peoples who lived
here before 1492 and exploring the period between European settlements and the
rise of modern cultures in the Western Hemisphere. Through an American
perspective, we aim to understand and appreciate the diverse cultures that
emerged from this blending of worlds.

Our sixth and seventh graders have been exploring the geography of the Roman
Empire and making meaningful connections to geography here in the United
States. Through maps, case studies, and discussion, students examined
urbanization and population patterns, considered how natural features like rivers
and mountains can affect growth, and analyzed the ways natural disasters shape
communities. By comparing ancient and modern examples, they’re seeing how
geography influences where people live, how they trade, and how societies respond
to challenges. It’s been a dynamic unit that builds both historical understanding
and real-world geographic thinking.

The eighth graders are focusing on the drafting of the United States Constitution,
investigating the decisions made by our Founding Fathers. They are exploring why
certain rights were included in the Constitution, while others were left out, and
reflecting on how we interpret the Constitution today. As part of their study,
students are preparing posters to showcase their evolving understanding of this
foundational document.
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

L

MRS. SCHLEICHER

Hi Eastford families! I'd like to
welcome you all back to the
building for another fantastic
year! As many of you know, |
have recently returned to
Eastford myself after having
almost six months at home
with my baby girl! | am looking
forward to getting back in the
swing of things and working
with you all again. As always,
please don't hesitate to reach
out if | can support you or your
child in any capacity over the
course of this school year.
Happy Fallt

Grade 8 Families

Over the next few months,
students will learn more
information about their choices,
visit Woodstock Academy, and
review presentations from our
area high school options. If you

Eastford

have any questions at all, please
ask!

Welcome Back!

OCTOBER 2025

Handle With Care

If your family is experiencing difficulties
at horme, | would like to provide
additional support here at school. |
understand that you are not always able
to provide details and that's okay. If your
child is coming to school after a difficult
night, morning or weekend, please amdall
me and type "Handle with Care” into the
subject line. Nothing else will be asked.
This will ket e know that your child may
need extra time, patience or help during
the day.

Upcoming Events

-10/7 Gr. 8 to Woodstock Academy
-10/14 Killingly Ag to visit

-10/23 ACT Open House (6pm)
-11/12 KHS Ag Open House (6pm)

Stephanie Schleicher
School Counselor
sschleicher@eastfordctorg

(860) 974-1130 x 106

\/
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Playing
And
Learning
Support

What is PALS? How are children

PALS i :: prﬁgrm: fﬂl"‘ :“"z "“‘:""“" “"I‘: referred to PALS?
PI‘EVE oh OT SCENooL o lIl.l ManT ISSUas. Children are referred

focuses on children who are experiencing to the PALS program

issues that interfere with effective in one of three ways:

learning: difficulty making and/or keeping 1. As aresult of the
friends, low self-esteem, a tendeney to act ) .

scree rocass;

out when faced with a problem rather than g R s

. L. ) checklists filled out
trying to solve it, withdrawn kehavior, by teachers
separation issues, and lack of confidence 9. Direct taacher
or motivation. PALS seeks to help children referral

make a positive adjustment to the school
experience, both academically and

socially. @
Children in PALS meet weekly with the l‘ o
Child Associate individually or in small N - )

3. Parentreferral

groups. Literature, toys, games, music, and
other materials are used in activities that
are designed to enhance children’s skills
and to teach new social skills and problem- PALS Contact:

. . Stephanie Schleicher
;\{ solving strategies. E:hnnl Counselor
_+ _ 860-974-1130 ext. 106
T sschleicher@eostfordct.org
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23025, 11:00 AM COSP Scatiand Fall 2025 (2) (1).90

“Circle of Security p
Parenting” Class |

-Fall 2025-

EASTERN CT
ARtY SIAIT COI.I.AIOIATIV E
- e 4

Learn new ways to
understand your children's
behaviors & needs to promote

a healthy family!

WHEN: THURSDAYS
1:30-3:00 P.M.
START DATE - OCT.16™

(7 SESSIONS) @

Presented by:
-Scotland Elementary School-  parenting Support Services
68 Brook Rd. W w' United Services, Inc.
Scotland, CT 06264 T R
For Info. & Registration:

' FREE! © ORSCAN
] QReoDE

SNACKS Aimée @ 860-412-8695

Jara @ 860-423-0064
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P. E. & Health — Mr. Cody

P.E:

Grades PK-2: The students are learning how to move with a purpose through play.
In this unit they are working on listening skills, team building, and coordination
through guided discovery. Students have been using tag games, hula hoops, and
noodles to start off the year.

Grades 3-8: During the month of September, I focused on stretching, muscle
strength, relaxing, and breathing techniques through yoga. The unit went very
well. The students will continue to work on collaboration and teamwork through
recreational games and sports activities. Currently, students have been reviewing
the rules of football and proper throwing techniques. Skills and drills have been
designed around throwing and catching.
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It is recommended that grade 5 students change clothes for PE class, however,
sneakers are a must. Students in grades six through eight MUST change to
participate. Changing clothes after physical activity helps prevent the spread of
bacteria and body odor, promoting a cleaner and healthier learning environment

for everyone.

shutterstock.com - 1123690712

PE days by grade:
5th - Monday/Wednesday
6th- Thursday/Friday
7th Monday/Friday
S8th Thursday/Friday
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Middle School Health:

Over the past few weeks in Health class, students have been actively reflecting on
their daily choices and learning how small, health-conscious decisions can lead to
meaningful improvements in their well-being. They've been setting personal goals
and exploring how these changes can positively affect their overall lifestyle.

Looking ahead to the month of October, our focus will shift to Nutrition Basics.
Students will learn how the food we eat fuels our bodies and minds, and how
proper nutrition can play a key role in achieving personal success—both in and out
of the classroom. We'll cover topics such as reading nutrition labels, understanding
macronutrients, and making informed food choices.

We encourage you to talk with your student about what they're learning and
support them as they continue making healthy choices at home.

Thank you for your continued support!
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Health Office News — Mrs. Roto

Hopefully, everyone has had time to adjust and settle into their school routines. There
are so many changes in the first month of school that it takes adjusting for not just the
student but also their family. Developing solid routines is so important, but it can be
difficult. Just when you have something worked out, it changes like the weather. Here
are a few reminders to keep in mind when sending your student to school.

October is a tricky month for dressing for the weather. A jacket or sweater may be
needed in the morning, and then not be necessary for the afternoon. Have your
student dress in layers so they can adjust their layers as the temperature

changes. Also, remind your student to keep track of their clothing so it doesn’t end up
in the lost and found.

Another simple strategy is to have them eat breakfast and pack a water bottle. What
seems simple can make a difference in your students' day. Most classes have time for a
morning snack, and they are always free to fill up their water bottles throughout the
day.

If your student shows signs of illness, we follow the Connecticut State Department of
Education guidance. Below is the guidance. It is designed to help with your decision
whether to send or keep your student home. Specific illnesses are also addressed in
the Student Handbook.

As always, feel free to reach out to me by phone or email if you have anything you need
to discuss.

Cassie Roto R.N., B.S.N.
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When is sick foo sick b

for schoof?

N Schoof is beffer with you, even if
you're a {iffle under the weather!

— = Send me to school if:
—~ + | have a runny nose or just a little cough, but
no other symptoms.
/f"f, “ | haven't taken any fever reducing medicine for
&4 / 24 hours, and | haven't had a fever during that time.
= @ | haven't thrown up or had any diarrhea for 24 hours.

Keep me at home if: / / >

« | have a temperature higher than 100 degrees y =5
even after taking medicine; keep me home until @ .~
| am fever-free for 24 hours without medicine.

¢ I'm throwing up or have diarrhea. (7

© My eyes are pink and crusty. &)

- Call the doctor if:
« | have a temperature higher than

100 degrees for more than two days.

« I've been throwing up or have diarrhea
for more than two days.

« I've had the sniffles for more than a week,
and I'm not getting better.

« |1still have asthma symptoms after using my
asthma medicine (and call 911 if I'm having
trouble breathing after using an inhaler).

RE"\ ,HDE R! If you think your child may have COVID-19,

please test them prior to sending them to school.

CSDE thanks New London Public Schools in the development of this flier.
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Art News — Ms. Weinland

Beginning a Year of Color, Creativity, and Collaboration

The new school year has begun with excitement and imagination in the art room!
Students across all grade levels are already engaging in projects that encourage
self-expression, teamwork, and a deeper understanding of how artists use color
and design to communicate ideas.

Kindergarteners created stained glass lanterns and explored the magic of color
and light. First graders have been painting with rotating color palettes to discover
how hues can mix, contrast, and set the tone of an artwork. Second graders are
constructing robot collages that combine geometric shapes, while seventh graders
are building their drawing confidence through guided drawing lessons.

Collaboration is a highlight this year. Every student in the school has contributed
to a large-scale project inspired by Japanese contemporary artist Takashi
Murakami, known for his vibrant flowers and the “Superflat” style seen in anime
and video games. Together, students’ work created a joyful installation that
celebrates our school community through art.

Eighth graders are expanding last year’s brick mural project by adding their
personalized artwork to the lower-level hallway. Their contributions are
transforming the space into a growing gallery that highlights the creativity of our
oldest students and leaves a lasting legacy for years to come.

With projects that shine in color, spark imagination, and invite collaboration, this
year promises to be one filled with creativity and inspiration!
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Noticias de Espanol — Sefiora DePercio

Grade K-1: We have begun our language learning journey by learning how to say
hello and goodbye in Spanish, as well as yes and no! Many students noticed that
some letters do not make the same sound in Spanish as they do in English. As we
move into October, we will begin learning our parts of the face vocabulary and
begin discussing colors.

Grade 2: Students have spent the beginning of their year reviewing and practicing
how to introduce themselves in Spanish. We have also begun work on our Spanish
vowels. Spanish is incredibly phonetic. Every vowel makes the same sound every
time you see it. However, some vowels swap sounds in Spanish, which confuses
our English brains. For example, when you say “ee” you are actually saying the
vowel “1” in Spanish. Go ahead and ask your language learner how to pronounce
their Spanish vowels!

Grade 3: We have spent the month of September mastering everything we
remember from last year. This includes fruit, our vowels, and multiple ways of
introducing ourselves! Grade 3 will continue their syllable practice and begin their
participation in an international project with Journey North, where we will be
sending symbolic butterflies to children living in monarch sanctuary areas in
Mexico. This symbolic migration reflects the real migration of the Monarch
butterflies we see here in Connecticut! We will be creating two class butterflies
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made up of individual, student decorated pieces and send them down to
elementary schools in Mexico.

Grades 4: Students have begun their work with the alphabet. We are learning
letter names with the intention that by the end of the year, spelling in Spanish
will be a breeze! This past week, students began our unit on body parts. Look out
for their espantapajaros in the upcoming weeks!

Grade 5: Students have currently been studying their classroom contrasenas.
These are twelve phrases that I consider to be our classroom “passwords.” To stay
in the target language and move through our lessons, students need to know how
to say phrases such as Tengo una pregunta (I have a question), Repite por favor
(Repeat, please), and of course, ;/Qué significa? (What does __ mean?). After
mastering these phrases, fifth graders will dive into our first unit exploring Puerto
Rico!

Grade 6: We have begun our year reviewing some fundamentals: reviewing subject
pronouns and then family members. This year, we are adding extended family
members and some pets to our list. This unit will also include learning Spanish
possessive adjectives (e.g., my, your, his, her) to describe our final project, which
will be our own family trees!

Grades 7 & 8 are studying South America this year. They will begin with Chile by
studying El Dia de Independencia. Students have started studying their
interrogativos, or interrogatives (i.e., question words), Quién, Dénde, Cuando, Por
qué and Cémo while learning all about the similarities and differences between
our Independence Day celebrations and Chile’s! Seventh and eighth graders will
then begin work on recognizing and responding to questions asked by me!
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Enrichment News — Mrs. Lynch
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Fourth-grade Enrichment students celebrated International Dot Day on
September 16. Now in its sixteenth year, International Dot Day came about when
a teacher in Iowa decided that it was important to celebrate the message of the
picture book, The Dot, by Peter H. Reynolds. The book tells the story of Vashti, a
young girl who did not think of herself as an artist; Vashti was reluctant to even
begin her art assignment. Her teacher encouraged her to “just make a mark and
see where it takes you.” Vashti eventually managed to make a dot on her paper
and then went on to create even more pieces of art.

After listening to the book, students discussed the importance of getting started on
a challenging project, arriving at the conclusion that sometimes just taking the
first step can be the hardest part. They also demonstrated an understanding of
the concept of “leaving your mark” by providing examples of several ways in which
they have left a mark.

To complete our celebration of Dot Day, students were asked to create their own
works of art using a dot. Some students chose to draw their own dots; others
decided to use a stick-on dot, which I provided. Here are their “dots,” and just look
at where those marks took them!
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Library & Media Center — Mrs. Bibeault

Greetings from the EES Media Center. The students had a smooth start in the
library and were excited to start checking out books!

Library Check-Out Guidelines:
e PK - Grade 2: Borrow one book at a time. Grades 3-4: Borrow up to two
books at a time.
Library days:
o Grades 3 and 4 - Mondays
o PKand Grade 1 - Wednesdays
o Grades K and 2 - Fridays
e Grades 5-8: Check out two books at a time, unless more are needed for class
projects. Books are loaned for a two-week period and can be extended as
needed.

Please remember, library books are school property and should be handled with
care. In accordance with school policy, any lost or damaged books must be
reimbursed or replaced with a new copy.
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Explore the EES library page at https://www.eastfordct.org/library/. You can help
your child check if a specific book is available using our online catalog. For any
assistance, reach out to Mrs. Bibeault at library@eastfordct.org.

Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge Update:

If your child participated in the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge, kindly
have him/her submit their reading journal by Friday, October 17, 2025. All
participating students will receive a special award to celebrate their reading
achievements. Plus, one special prize will be drawn for each grade level of readers.
Be sure to get those journals in!

Digital Citizenship Conversations

ethics Student voice info literacy wellness

sharing @ security copyright
safety digital footprint parenting  attribution

Digital Literacy & Well Being

I'm excited to share that this year, we're using the new Digital Literacy and Well-
Being curriculum as part of our K-8 program. This updated curriculum from
Common Sense Education replaces the digital citizenship program we've used in
the past and better prepares students for both the opportunities and challenges of
today’s connected world, covering topics from Al awareness to cyberbullying,
screen time, privacy, and more.

Students will explore age-appropriate topics like online etiquette, critical thinking,
media literacy, and managing their digital footprint. These lessons are
thoughtfully designed to meet students where they are developmentally and help
them become safe, responsible and respectful digital citizens.

Ask your child what they’re learning so you can continue the conversation at
home. Together, we can help our students build healthy digital habits that will
serve them well now and in the future.
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OORS OPEN
Satunday, Newemiser 15, 2025 [P09R> 06

—— GOODS & SERVICES ——

AUCTION

. All preceeds auppent the annual
atudent: thip-te-Washingten, D.C.
* *

ADDITIONAL LOCAL BUSINESSES PARTICIPATING:
ITEMS BEING AUCTIONED INCLUDE: SOLEIL BAKERY - BILL'S BREAD AND BREAKFAST - SWEET PEAS -
e LR
INCLUDING DINNER AND BREAKFAST FOR 2 BOSQUET'S - ALAZE PIZZA - FENTON RIVER GRILL - SQUARE PEG

CT SCIENCE CENTER TICKETS PIZZA - TREEHOUSE EBREWIKG - MYSTIC AQUARIUM - LAKE
BLACKSTONE FLATTOP GRILL COMPOUNCE - THE HOOT - STORRS ADVENTURE PARK - POURINGS
SPORTING MEMORABILIA & EVENT TICKETS AND PASSAGES - VAMILLA BEAN - BODYWORK'S MASSAGE -
PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY SOUTHWICK Z00 - LOGEE'S - REVIVE SALON AND SPA - TAYLOR

BRODKE - 85 MAIN - DOG LANE CAFE - BUCK'S - WOODSTOCK
CREAMERY - CAPITAL GRILL - STOME ROY - JORGENSON THEATRE -
WILLINGTON PIZZA - HARTFORD YARDGOATS - 'WOOD-H-TAP

DONATIONS OR QUESTIONS CONTACT * AUCTION@EASTFORDCT.ORG
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CALLING ALL PARENTS and GUARDIANS!

Are you a parent or guardian of a young child, age 0-5, living in
Bozrah, Chaplin, Eastford, Franklin, Hampton, Scotland or Sprague?

Eastern CT Early Start Collaborativeis seeking a dynamic
PARENT AMBASSADOR

EASTERM CT
EARLY START COLLABORATIVE

Part-Time e Ensure Family Voice is Represented
Position e Build Relationships with Families
10 hours/Month e Connect Families with Local Resources
$25/hour

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The Parent Ambassador is a trusted community member who helps connect families
with local early childhood programs and services. The Parent Ambassador will build relationships with
families, share important information and resources, and ensure family voices from all seven communities
are reflected in the design and implementation of the wark of the Eastern CT Early Start Collaborative

(ECESC).
For more information To Apply:
Contact:MaggieFrancis-Gietzen, Liaison ﬁ' Click LINK or S5CAN the OR Code: T
Email: mfrancisgietzen@ec_eastconn.org EASTCOI_!H https://forms.gle/N3pG2mhvS0FSodHse  Res]
Call: (860) 335-8784 Fheste wuns % | Closing Date: October 2025
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Eastern CT Early Start Collaborative

Bozrah - Chaplin - Eastford - Franklin - Hampton - Scotland - Sprague

e
JOB DESCRIPTION: Parent Ambassador

The Parent Ambassodor is a parent/guardian leader and trusted messenger who spreads the word about the programs and
services provided within each community and engages parents and caregivers in designing and implementing the work of
the Eostern CT Early Start Collaborative [ECESC). The ECESC serves as the Locol Governance Partner |LGP) for Early Start

CT, a newstate-funded early careandeducation program.

POSITION: Part-Time

COMPENSATION/HOURS: 525/Hour; 10 Hours/Month (not to exceed 120 hours per year)

TRAINING: No experience required; training and support will be provided

SUPERVISION: Parent Ambassador works under the general direction of the ECESC Ligison and contracts with
EASTCOMNN for this position

ROLES OF THE PARENT AMBASSADOR:
= Ensure family voice is represented from all seven communities in all aspects of the Community Table.

# Build relationships with families to share important information.
# Connect families with local early childhood programs and services.

RESPOMNSIBILITIES OF THE PARENT AMBASSADOR:

» Collaborate with ECESC and Partners: Work closely with the ECESC team to promote family-centered
strategies, equitable service delivery, and local/state resources.

# Parent Voice and Advocacy: Gather input/feedback from Parent Leaders (PL), representing our towns,

along with families to inform local planning and decision-making (e.g. Community Assessment and

Community Plan)

# Trusted Messenger: Share accurate, timely, and culturally respectful information with parents and
Caregivers.

» Community Outreach & Engagement: Build connections with families in the community to raise
awareness about Early Start CT programs and other local resources and services.

# Support Events & Meetings: Attend and assist with family-focused events, focus groups, and meetings
hosted by the ECESC or partner organizations. Attend regional and state early childhood parent meetings
(mo more than guarterly).

» Resource Navigation: Help parents understand and access child care, health, education, and other
supports in the community.

# Communication Support: Assist with creating/sharing family-friendly flyers, social media updates, or
other outreach materials.

# Monthly Reporting: Provide brief monthly updates to the ECESC on outreach activities, family needs, and
suCCess stories.

REQUIREMENTS:
# Guardian of a young child{ren) (e_g., mother, father, grandparent, foster parent, etc)
# Reside in Bozrah, Chaplin, Eastford, Franklin, Hampton, Scotland or Sprague
# Flexibility to work occasional nights and weekends (with advanced notice)
# Have reliable transportation
# Have strong communication and relationship-building skills
= Ability to work independently as well as work collaboratively with diverse populations
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What to look for
in your teen's
bedroom
and what to say
once you have
found it.

October 21 at 6:30 PM
Union School

18 Kinney Hollow Road 06076

An interactive drug education program for parents,
caregivers and adults who work with youth. Gain
insight into current trends in youth substance use,
paraphernalia and concealment of alcohol & drugs.

[

mrcar Assaciario
Pevandon P ofus ane s l

e | At AdacTe
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Raising Highly Capable Kids
A great resource offared in Eastford!

Raising Highly Capable Kids" is a proven, 13-week program
created to help build stronger families by giving you the
confidence, tools, and skills you need to raise
RAISING HIGHLY healthy, caring. and responsible children.

CA PAB LE The Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets (building blocks

m  every child needs to grow and mature) came from decades of study
of over 4 million kids. The more assets that children develop, the
more healthy behaviors and positive results they have in life.

Tuesday Evenings
Oct 14 - Dec 2, 2025
and
Jan 27 - Feb 24, 2026

5:30 - 7:30 pm

T e e T e e

5:30 - 6:00 PM — Dinner provided for adults and kids
6:00 - 7:30 PM — Raising Highly Capable Kids Program
Registration required www.cceastford.org/evenis/ or call 860-074-0294.

The Congregational Church of Eastford offers this program free of charge.
We will meet at Eastford Baptist Church, 133 Union Rd, Eastford. There is no religious content.

TESTIMONIALS

“Taking this weekly course has been one af the best decisions I've made this year. I remember coming
to the meeting feeling defeated, yef leaving feeling brand-new. ™
Mom

“The classes helped me learn how te freat others, how to freat my wife and children better. And now
I'm another person, a good person. My life has changed completely. It s an excellent program.”
Father

“The course was valuable in two ways: first, as a very useful resource in understanding what child
developmental assets are and why they are important; and secondly, group members naturally became
a good support for one another and offered many positive suggestions! Thanks for bringing it!”
Participant
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mn of-this-worid u)«puunu.s Dm 5
yvour chance to make new friends and be
part of a journey you'll never forget!
Find your squad and get ready for
amazing adventures.

Be a Girl Scout

girl scouts
of connecticut
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Girl Scouts Needs YOU!

New Troops Need Leaders

We are actively looking for new troop leaders
for Brownie and Junior Levels!
Thompson, Putnam, Killingly. Woodstock, Pomfret, Brooklyn, Eastford

Benefits of beingaleader?

+ Choose the day, time. location, and frequency of your meetings

« Oniine training can be completed on your schedule

= Experience boxes are shipped monthfy with materials and plans for
meetings

= Great peer support from other experienced leaders

= Recruit parents to help as assistant leaders, cookie and fall product
leaders

Formore information contact April
gsgreenvalley@gmail.com

a S o - a S o
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Sept. 17
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oy \ Boat Building
Fishing

Oct. 22

sellop \Wak Pattem
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Animal Walks
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WINDHAM-TOLLAND 4-H CAMP

326 TAFT POND RD POMFRET, CT 06259 860-974-1122

OctoBeR 1€ FrRoOM &:00- 4:00 pm

e

| |
EXTRAVAGANZA

TRY OUR TRICK OR TREAT TRAIL!

$5 PER PERSON AGES 2 AND UP

-SMORES AND HOT CHOCOLATE
-DONUT EATING CONTEST

-GAMES

4 R4
'S, .e. _ FOOD ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE as, Q\ _

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE NURSES CABIN REHAB
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