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From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Families, 

 

Happy New Year! I hope all of our Eastford Elementary School families are enjoying a 

happy and healthy beginning to 2026! It looks like the colder winter weather is now upon us 

in full force.  For those that don’t know, when there is inclement or unsafe weather forecast 

for our area, local Superintendents conference with a weather professional about the 

expected or current conditions, and generally, a joint decision is reached about how schools 

will respond.  Many districts send students to The Woodstock Academy, so we try to make a 

decision that is in the best interests of both our high school students, who are out waiting 

for the bus at 5:30 a.m., and our elementary students who don’t head out for the bus until 

much later in the morning.  In addition, we also consult with the First Selectman and the 

town road crew as needed to fully assess the conditions present specifically in Eastford.   

 

Please remember that we take children outside for recess unless the temperature and/or 

windchill make it too dangerous to do so.  Students need to be dressed properly in order to 

participate in outdoor recess.  Winter jackets and accessories should be worn outside during 

the winter months.  Snow pants and snow boots are required for children to play in the 

snow.  Please send proper attire with your child so that they can enjoy recess during the 

winter months. If your child is in need of winter outerwear or accessories such as mittens or 

boots, please reach out so that we may assist you in providing this.    

 

By now, most of you are familiar with our procedures for announcing school closings, 

late openings, and any other unexpected changes to our school calendar.  Radio 
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station WINY and television channels WFSB and WVIT will carry announcements about 

school delays, cancellations, and early closings.  You will also receive a text message, email, 

and voicemail from our automated emergency alert system.  Additionally, you may wish to 

sign up for free text alerts of closings, delays, and cancellations from the local news stations 

by going to their respective websites.  Please notify me or the school office if you are not 

receiving automated emergency alerts generated from us, so that we can make any 

necessary changes to correct this.   

  

The PTO’s Giving Tree collection will close on January 9.  Please consider purchasing a 

“snowflake” to make a donation to the Giving Tree fund. The money raised will support 

Eastford’s Food Pantry and families in need in our school community. The combined effort 

will bring some relief to Eastford families throughout the year. 

 

I would like to thank the many local organizations and groups that have generously worked 

to provide additional holiday cheer for many of our families and students.  As a result, we 

have been able to assist families with food, clothing, school supplies, toys, gifts, and other 

needs.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to our school counselor, Mrs. Schleicher, or to me if 

you or someone you know is struggling and could use some support.  

 

The Board of Education is beginning to prepare its budget for the 2026-27 school year. 

Citizens who would like to be informed about our budget development may attend the 

budget meetings, all of which are public and are held in-person at the school, with a virtual 

option to join as well.  Please contact the school office if you would like information to 

connect virtually to one or more of the meetings that are scheduled for: 

 

January 8, 2026 at 6:00 PM – Regular BOE meeting, the Superintendent will present the 

proposed Budget for 2026-2027; 

January 22, 2026 at 6:00 PM – Finance Committee;  

February 3, 2026 at 6:00 PM – Finance Committee; and 

February 12, 2026 at 5:30 PM – Prior to Regular BOE meeting if needed 

 

 

Registration is now open for our 2026-2027 preschool and kindergarten classes. To be 

eligible for kindergarten, students must be Eastford residents and be 5 years old or 

turning 5 years old by September 1, 2026.  This is a relatively new eligibility requirement 

established by the State Department of Education and the Office of Early Childhood.  Our 

preschool program is funded through Early Start Connecticut and the Office of Early 

Childhood and while it is housed in our public school, it is not a public-school program.  

To be eligible, students must be at least 3 years old or turning 3 years old by September 1, 

2026.  Enrollment is based on student developmental and family financial needs 

and is not guaranteed for all Eastford students.  A needs assessment survey will be sent 

out in the spring to all families with children under the age of 5.  Please take a few minutes 

to fill out and return the survey if you have young children in your home.  This information 

helps us to plan for the future educational needs of the Eastford community. Please contact 

the school office if you have any questions.   
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I also want to remind everyone about our Transportation Policy for students. Students in 

grades PK and K should be met at the bus stop by a parent/guardian or designated 

caregiver.  Students in grades 1-3 should have a parent/guardian or designated caregiver 

visible before the driver will let the child off the bus.  If there are changes to your regular 

dismissal routine, parents must notify the school in writing in advance of the 

change. Additionally, students who plan to stay after school to watch sporting events 

should request permission prior to attending an event using the designated form for 

spectators.  Students who are signed up to participate in an after-school activity or 

academic support will only be excused by a parent by advanced written notice, or by the 

school nurse if they are being sent home sick. Last minute phone requests for changes are 

very difficult to manage and may not be honored.   

 

Congratulations to citizens of the trimester for the first trimester: Jonas Reiner in 

grade 3 and Trey Hutchings in grade 6.  They were nominated by their teachers for 

demonstrating the qualities of good citizenship and were recognized at the Board of 

Education meeting on December 11, 2025. Congratulations to you both for this well-

deserved honor!  I would also like to congratulate students who made the Honor Roll for 

the first trimester.  This includes students in grades 6-8 who earned High Honors, Honors, 

and Recognition.  A listing of students in each category is included in this Newsletter.   

 

Families should be on the lookout for second trimester, mid-term progress reports.  These 

will go home with students on January 26, 2026, and will indicate your child’s progress at 

the midpoint of the second trimester.   

 

There is no school on Monday, January 19, 2026, in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 

birthday.   

 

As always, please check with the school office if you have any questions.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

Carole McCombe 
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Kindergarten News – Ms. Garvie 
 

The kindergarten class had such a wonderful time wrapping up 2025! The children learned 

how to retell stories by describing many details in order. We were also drawing and writing 

about the books we read and reviewing letters, sounds and trick words each day. The 

children are beginning to read CVC words by tapping each sound and then blending it 

together. 

During math time, we finished unit 3 and we used various sized straws and playdoh to 

represent different shapes. This unit was based around identifying, comparing, and 

matching flat shapes. We will start unit 4, adding and subtracting, when we return from 

winter break. In science, we became weather watchers and learned why snow is white and 

made glitter snowflakes. 

We also learned about various holidays including Kwanza, Hanukkah, and Christmas. We 

made menorahs and learned about the 7 principals of Kwanza. We also made beautiful 

Christmas trees and did other fun holiday activities! Please enjoy these pictures of some of 

our favorite projects and activities from December. 
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Grade 1 News – Mrs. Boccacio 

 

 

 

 

 

December was a very busy and exciting month 

in our first-grade classroom! The students worked hard and showed so much growth as we 

wrapped up the year with lots of learning, practicing new skills, and celebrating all they 

have accomplished so far. I am so proud of their effort and enthusiasm! 

As we welcome the new year, I am looking forward to everything January has in store for 

our first graders. A new year is a wonderful time for fresh starts, new goals, and continued 

learning. In Reading, we will begin a brand-new module that will help students strengthen 

their reading skills and deepen their understanding of stories and texts. 
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In Math, we will wrap up Unit 3 and begin Unit 4 

throughout the month. During this time, students will 

start working with larger numbers up to 99 as we 

continue in the new year!  building strong number 

sense and problem-solving skills. January is always a 

great month for settling back into routines and 

jumping into new learning adventures. I’m excited to 

see how much the students will grow as we move 

forward together. 
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Grade 2 News – Mrs. Ryhnhart 

Boom! Clang! Crash! Are those New Years fireworks in grade two? No - it’s the graphic 

novel, Hilo, about a boy who falls out of the sky and crashes onto Earth! We will enjoy an 

online talk with the author, Judd Winick, this month and find out what it takes to create a 

fun and exciting graphic novel like this one! Second graders will also be working with 

number lines to support addition and subtraction skills, and focusing on numbers through 

1000. We will write an informational story using the facts we learned during our Native 

American shared reading unit, and with our science unit we will answer the questions, Can 

you fry an egg on a sidewalk? Can you build a house out of paper? Can you build a city out 

of mud? Stay tuned for the answers! Happy New Year!  
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Grade 3 News – Mrs. Bisson 
 

In the month of December, we fulfilled daily acts of kindness. Each day we choose a random 

act of kindness to complete either at home or at school. Our acts of kindness foster a sense 

of gratitude and spread kindness and good cheer during the busy holiday season!  
 

Additionally, we read all about the water cycle by following a water droplet and its journey 

around the world. We observed the different states of water all over the world then created 

our very own water cycle by “trapping” evaporating water droplets in a cup and observing 

the changes. We were also lucky enough to observe the liquid state of water through rain, 

the solid state of water through ice and snow and we even tracked the changes the blacktop 

made as water evaporated over a period of time. We were observant weather watchers!  
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Grade 4 News – Ms. Dill 
 

In grade 4, students begin learning how to research topics in meaningful ways. 

Researching helps students ask, find reliable information, and think critically to find 

answers to their wonderings. Students practice reading nonfiction texts, taking notes, 

organizing their ideas, and evaluating the credibility of the sources. Students also learn 

how to create a works cited to give credit to authors and sources. Students learn that 

research skills support writing, comprehension, and problem- solving across all subjects: 

science, social studies, reading, and even math. Currently, students are researching 

weather phenomena, renewable and nonrenewable energy sources, and animal 

senses (echolocation, electricity, and magnetism). Most importantly, research 

encourages curiosity and helps students become confident, independent learners. 
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Math News – Mrs. Barlow 

Grade 5 

This section introduces the standard multiplication algorithm and builds on strategies students learned 
in grade 4. Previously, students used diagrams and partial products to understand multiplication and 
place value. 

Students now revisit those strategies with larger numbers and learn how they connect to the standard 
algorithm. A key focus is understanding place value—recognizing what each digit represents when 
multiplying—and learning how to record those values correctly. 

For example, when multiplying 23 × 123, students learn that the 3 represents 3 ones, while the 2 
represents 2 tens. This understanding explains why the partial products differ and helps students 
accurately use the standard algorithm. 

Grade 6 

In this unit, students learn to use unit rates (rates per 1) to understand better and compare situations. 
For example, if someone walks 13 meters in 10 seconds, students interpret this as both meters per 
second and seconds per meter, and decide which rate is more useful depending on the question. 

Students use unit rates to solve real-world problems such as comparing prices, determining which object 
is moving faster, and converting measurements. A strong emphasis is placed on understanding and 
clearly stating units in their answers. 

Students also learn that percent means “per 100” and is a type of rate. They connect percentages to 
equivalent ratios and unit rates. For example, if a drink is made with 1 cup of juice and 9 cups of water, 
students learn that the mixture is 10% juice, meaning 10 cups of juice per 100 cups of the drink. This 
helps students see how ratios, unit rates, and percentages are all connected. 

Grade 7 

In this unit, students build on their understanding of geometry by studying circles and how their 
measurements are related. They learn that the circumference of a circle is proportional to its diameter, 
introducing the idea of π (pi), and explore how circumference, diameter, radius, and area are connected. 

Students begin by developing a clear understanding of circle vocabulary, including center, radius, and 
diameter. They identify these features in real-world objects and use tools such as compasses to draw and 
measure circles. By measuring circular objects and organizing their data in tables and graphs, students 
investigate and confirm the relationship between a circle’s circumference and its diameter. 

Grade 8 

In this unit, students learn about the rate of change and how it connects to the slope of a line in a linear 
relationship. They analyze real-world situations, such as how the height of water changes as cubes are 
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added to a container, and learn how to calculate slope using two points on a graph. Students also learn 
how to write equations by recognizing how graphs can be shifted up or down. 

Students explore graphs with both positive and negative slopes and y-intercepts, including situations 
where values decrease over time. They graph these relationships and interpret the meanings of the 
points in context. 

The unit concludes with students graphing two equations simultaneously and identifying their 
intersection. They learn that the intersection point represents a solution that satisfies both equations and 
understand how graphs, equations, and real-world situations are connected. 

 

ELA – Mr. Salsich 

 
Dear Middle School Families, 
 

As we continue our ELA work, students in grades 5–8 are completing essays and 

connected independent projects that combine reading, writing, research, and creative 

thinking. Below is an overview of what students are working on in each grade band.   

 

Grades 5–6: Research Essays Inspired by Bridge to Terabithia 

Fifth and sixth graders are writing research essays based on real-world topics that they 

chose from Bridge to Terabithia and its 1970s setting. Students chose one topic to  

research and explain, such as: 

 

● Gender expectations in schools (for example, girls being required to wear skirts  

or dresses). 

● Limited opportunities for girls in school sports.  

● Bullying and how it was handled in the past. 

● Car safety in the 1970s, including seat belt use and riding in the back of pickup  

trucks. 
 

Through this process, students are learning how to ask better questions, research 

reliable information, organize ideas, and clearly explain what they learned in writing.  

The focus is on building strong paragraph structure, using facts effectively, and 

connecting literature to real life. 

 

Grades 7–8: Literary Theme Essays on The Outsiders 

 

Seventh and eighth graders are writing literary essays focused on a central theme from 

The Outsiders, which explore identity, loyalty, social class, or the idea behind the poem 

“Nothing Gold Can Stay.” 
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Students are practicing: 

● Clearly stating and developing a theme. 

● Selecting strong textual evidence. 

● Explaining how evidence supports their ideas. 

● Writing organized, thoughtful literary analysis. 

Independent Projects Connected to the Essays (Grades 5–8) 

In addition to their essays, students are completing independent projects that expand 

on their essay topics and themes. These projects allow for student choice and creativity  

while reinforcing the same skills used in writing. Examples include:  

● Filming a news report on girls’ sports and gender expectations in the 1970s.  

● Creating a podcast episode exploring the theme “Nothing Gold Can Stay.”  

● Designing presentations or multimedia projects connected to their research or  

literary analysis. 

● Creating a card game based on big ideas from the books similar to Pokemon.  

● Designing a board game that explores a topic or theme.  

 

These projects give students meaningful ways to demonstrate understanding while 

building speaking, collaboration, and creative skills.  Students have been thoughtful, 

engaged, and hardworking throughout this process, and I am proud of the depth of 

thinking they are showing across grade levels. Please feel free to reach out with any 

questions. 
 

Warm regards, 

Mr. Salsich 

  This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 

https://freepngimg.com/png/68120-snow-cartoon-icon-free-clipart-hq
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Eastford Elementary School Newsletter                                                                   January 2026 
  Page 14 of 28 

Science News – Mrs. Mead 

 
Lots of exciting happenings are in store for the new year in the middle school science classes.   Grade 
5 is working on earth science and physical science concepts connected to water on Earth.  Grade 6 is 
investigating climate around the world, and the impacts of human activity.  Grade 7 is working on a 
chemistry unit, while grade 8 is looking far into the solar system.  They are about to publish a book 
with answers to their own student-generated questions. 

 
 
 
The vertical hydroponics planter continues to yield crops of lettuces 
and other leaf vegetables.  Most recently we were able to donate the 
harvest to the food bank, with another crop coming soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Grade 7 Chemistry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Student Council Representatives taking a moment to assist 
PTO with the Giving Tree Project last month. 
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Social Studies News – Mr. Kernan  

 

Grade 5 students have moved from studying the causes of the American Revolution to examining key 

events that shaped the course of the war itself. In this unit, students explored major battles including the 

Battle of Bunker Hill, the Battle of Saratoga, and the Battle of Yorktown, with an emphasis on 

understanding why certain moments were turning points. The Battle of Bunker Hill was a particular focus, 

as students learned how the colonists’ ability to stand up to the powerful British army helped build 

American confidence and morale early in the war. Students then analyzed the Battle of Saratoga as an 

even more consequential event, recognizing its role in convincing France to join the war and provide 

critical naval support to the American cause. Through discussion, analysis, and collaborative activities, 

students strengthened their ability to explain cause-and-effect relationships and evaluate why some events 

have a greater historical impact than others. 

 

Grade 6–7 students have extended their study of ancient Rome beyond its rise and height of power to 

examine the factors that led to the empire’s gradual decline and eventual fall. Building on their 

understanding of Roman political structures, leadership, and trade networks, students investigated how 

internal struggles weakened Rome over time. They learned how economic challenges, including heavy 

taxation, declining trade, and failures to secure essential goods such as grain, placed increasing strain on 

the empire. Students also examined the impact of inconsistent and ineffective leadership, civil unrest, and 

corruption, recognizing how these internal issues left Rome vulnerable to outside threats. 

As part of this progression, students explored the rise of invading groups such as the Visigoths under King 

Alaric, analyzing how repeated invasions and the sack of Rome signaled a loss of Roman control and 

authority. The unit then moved forward to the growing fear of Attila and the Huns, whose military 

strength and reputation spread panic across Europe and further destabilized the empire. Through maps, 

timelines, and source-based readings, students traced how these external pressures combined with Rome’s 

internal weaknesses to bring about its downfall. 

Throughout the unit, students applied historical reasoning skills by explaining cause-and-effect 

relationships, evaluating multiple factors that contributed to Rome’s collapse, and supporting their 

conclusions with evidence. This work helped students develop a deeper understanding of how even 

powerful civilizations can decline when internal challenges and external pressures intersect. 

Grade 8 students advanced their study of the American Revolution by analyzing how key military events 

altered the direction and outcome of the war. Students examined pivotal battles, most notably the Battle of 

Bunker Hill, the Battle of Saratoga, and the Battle of Yorktown, to evaluate their strategic and political 

significance. Through the use of historical texts, analysis of maps, and primary source excerpts, students 

assessed how the Battle of Bunker Hill, though a British victory, strengthened American morale by 

demonstrating that colonial forces could stand against the British army. 

Students then engaged in deeper analysis of the Battle of Saratoga, identifying it as a major turning point 

due to its role in securing French support for the American cause. Emphasis was placed on understanding 

how French involvement, particularly naval power, shifted the balance of the war and expanded the 

conflict into an international struggle. Students applied cause and effect reasoning to explain how these 
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developments ultimately led to the British defeat at Yorktown, where coordinated American and French 

forces forced the surrender of General Cornwallis. 

Throughout the unit, students developed historical claims, supported their conclusions with textual 

evidence, and compared multiple perspectives. Instruction emphasized critical thinking, disciplinary 

literacy, and the use of evidence-based reasoning to explain why certain events had greater historical 

impact than others. This approach strengthened students’ ability to read complex texts, write analytically, 

and engage in informed discussion. 

 

P. E. & Health – Mr. Cody 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades K-2: We have wrapped up our holiday games unit and had a great time staying 

active while celebrating the season! 

As we begin January, students will shift their focus to building traditional physical 

education skills. Lessons will emphasize: 

• Practicing and improving fundamental movement skills 

• Applying strong listening skills and following directions 

• Developing teamwork and cooperation with classmates 

These skills help students grow not only physically, but also socially and academically. We 

are excited to see their progress as we start the new year!  Thank you for your continued 

support of our PE program. 
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Grades 3-8:  Students have had a great time completing our 

Speedball and Tchoukball units. Students worked hard 

learning game rules, strategies, and teamwork while staying 

active and engaged. 

As we move into January, our focus will shift to basketball 

and developing basketball skills, including dribbling, passing, shooting, and game play 

concepts. 

As always, sportsmanship remains a major focus in PE. Students are encouraged to show 

respect, teamwork, and positive attitudes during all activities. 

Thank you for your continued support of our PE program! 

Middle School Health: 

Grades 5–8 are finishing up our unit on “Why Fitness and Movement Are Important.” 

Students have been learning how physical activity supports 

overall health, mental well-being, and daily functioning. 

As we move forward: 

• Grade 5 will begin a unit on Optimal Wellness and 

Disease Prevention, focusing on healthy habits, 

balanced choices, and ways to stay well. 

• Grades 6–8 will focus on First Aid and CPR, learning 

age-appropriate, safety-based knowledge about 

responding to emergencies and helping others 

responsibly. 

These units help students build lifelong health awareness 

and practical skills. We look forward to a strong finish to 

the school year in Health class! 
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Art News – Ms. Weinland 

Happy New Year! 
 

 
 

    KINDERGARTEN WINTER COTTAGE COLLAGES     
Little artists created big, bright winter collage scenes using paper, paint, and glitter. They practiced scissor skills 
strengthening fine motor skills by cutting shapes, explored design by arranging houses and trees, and added painted 
details of falling snow. 
 

             
 

 
 

         FIRST GRADE GUIDED DRAWING PAINTINGS          
First grade artists used guided drawing, watercolor, and tempera paint to create a snowman and a flower still life. 
They focused on proportion and shape placement while layering paint to add color and texture. This project helped 
students connect drawing and painting techniques. 
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        ICY ADVENTURES IN GRADE TWO         
Students created a penguin scene on an iceberg using guided drawing and tempera paint. With careful attention to 
proportion, perspective, and color placement, their frosty landscapes come to life with charm and personality. 
 
 

          
 

      BOLD BIRDS IN COLOR!       
Third graders painted bright red cardinals against a turquoise background, exploring acrylic painting techniques. 
They applied color theory to make their artwork visually striking using the two complementary colors to make the 
cardinals pop. Emphasis was placed on the main subject, careful brushwork, and expression. 
 
 

                 
 

 
 

      FIFTH GRADE NORTHERN LIGHTS       
Fifth graders explored the beauty of the northern lights using oil pastels and acrylic paint pen details. They 
practiced blending and layering colors to capture the glowing movement of the sky, resulting in vibrant, imaginative 
nightscapes full of creativity and skill. 
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         LAYERS OF ABSTRACT EXPRESSION          
Seventh graders are exploring abstract painting by using layered acrylic techniques to create dynamic, colorful 
compositions. They are experimenting with texture, color mixing, and overlapping shapes to express movement and 
emotion in their work. Each painting showcases creativity, thoughtful design, and bold artistic choices. 

 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

https://bauldenavidad.blogspot.com/2013/03/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

On Wednesday, February 4, 2026, our school will be participating in 
Global School Play Day (GSPD.) GSPD has been promoted by 
Psychology Today and is being celebrated at schools around the 
world. You can learn more about the benefits of unstructured play 
by visiting the official GSPD website: www.globalschoolplayday.com.  
We are inviting all students to bring in things to play with on this very special day. 
Here are some examples of things your child may bring in (be sure your child’s name is 
clearly marked on all items): 

 
● Non-Violent Toys (no weapons) 
● Legos, blocks, cardboard boxes, etc. 
● Dress-Up 
● Puppets 
● Stuffed Animals 
● Board Games 
● Puzzles 
● Sports equipment 

*no electronic devices* 
 

Though our play day will be unstructured, it will still be supervised by teachers. It is 
our hope that this one day of play will inspire families to plan for more unstructured 
playtime during non-school hours.  
 
We are excited about this great learning opportunity for students to practice social 
skills, innovation and creativity through play in a fun atmosphere.   
 
Although the play day will be less structured than a typical school day, students will be 
supervised by teachers the same as on a typical school day. Maybe this one day of play 
will inspire families to plan more (electronic free) play time at home.  
  
Thank you for your support!             “Play is the highest form of research.” 
             -Albert Einstein 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
My child, ___________________________, has my permission to bring in 
the following item(s) to school on Global School Play Day (name on all items):  
 
________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature: _______________________ Date:_________ 
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